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December 2025 

 I have a confession to make. I have not been as prepared for the Advent season as I 
would have liked to be or perhaps should be. So I am in crunch time. 

I wrote in this space a few years ago that I look forward to the Advent season once 
the Day of Pentecost has ended. That is true. This year, things are just a little different.  

There are some things in life that have kept me preoccupied. There are some 
educational responsibilities that have kept me preoccupied. But no amount of preoccupation 
can take away the excitement, wonder, and joy that surround the Advent season. 

This season is a time to wait in the excitement that surrounds a birth. It is a time to 
anticipate with joy the new life. It is a time to wonder about the life that will change the 
world. This season, we prepare for Christ’s birth and his coming ministry. What a great gift 
for all of us to share in and celebrate together. 

Throughout the Synoptic Gospels – Matthew, Mark, and Luke – there are a few 
overlapping themes for the Advent season. These themes include angels, Bethlehem, Christ’s 
birth, and “call him Jesus.” Where do you notice angels, Bethlehem, Christ’s birth, and the 
statement “call him Jesus” during Advent? Do you notice those themes outside of the Advent 
season? How might you celebrate and focus on those four themes this year? 

††† 
In addition to the regular Advent services on the four Sundays of the Advent season, 

we will host a Christmas Eve service and participate in a new service. 
I am thrilled to partner with the Episcopal Church of Our Savior, First Lutheran, and 

Messiah Lutheran to offer a Blue Christmas service on December 21. The Blue Christmas 
service is for anyone feeling “blue” during the Advent and Christmas season. Perhaps you 
are feeling blue because of grief over the loss of a loved one. There are many other reasons 
that we might feel blue this season. Fear, anxiety, resentment, anger, emotional changes, 
seasonal changes, betrayal, stuck in a rut, a new situation, or more. This service will be held 
at the Episcopal Church of Our Savior (203 West Fourth Street) on December 21 at 4 p.m. A 
soup dinner will follow.  

Blue Christmas services are held on December 21 because it is the longest night of 
the year. This service will provide Psalms of lament and liturgy focused on reflection and 
consolation. There will be four stations that participants may visit during the service. One 
station will feature prayer and laying on of hands. Another station will be for lighting candles 
in recognition of the loss of our loved ones. We will have a station to make ornaments to 
celebrate the lives of our deceased loved ones. And lastly, there will be a station to offer 
grief, guilt, fears, shame, emotions, etc., by writing those feelings down and watching them 
dissolve away in the living water provided only from God. 

This evening of Blue Christmas is sure to provide time for reflection and consolation 
to anyone. I encourage you to attend. 

I am looking forward to spending this Advent season with you. Regardless of where 
you are in life or how you are feeling this season, Advent is four weeks dedicated to angels, 
Bethlehem, Christ’s birth, and calling him Jesus. 

 
“… καὶ ἐκάλεσεν τὸ ὄνομα αὐτοῦ Ἰησοῦν.”  

(… and I call his name Jesus.)  
~ Matthew, Greek New Testament 

 
Blessings this Advent season, 
Pastor Emily 

 



 
 

Dillard Anderson, Harry Feeney, Lowell Fenster,  
Sheri Hoschouer, Cheryl Kurth, Keaton Kloss, Dennis 

Lombardi, Louise Steele, Mark McKenzie, Breen Sipes, 
Dan Ridgway. 

Prayer Emphasis for the month: 
For the spark of Advent to shine in everyone’s 

heart. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Request 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who 
donated to the Thanksgiving 
offering. The pantry will use 
the money to feed hungry 
people. Your generosity is 

greatly appreciated! 

Thank you for submitting your 
pledges! This helps us plan for 

the future of our Church!:) 



 

Thank you to all who donated candy and to 

those who decorated a table for Trunk or Treat. 

It was a fun event!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 1 2 3 4 
 
 

5 6 

7 
10am 
In-Church Worship 
with communion 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org   
 

8 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
6pm Scouts 
 
 

9 
 
 

10 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
12:15pm   
Online Devotion 
 
 

11 
10am Morning 
fellowship 
 
6:30pm 
Evening Spirits 
 
 

12 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
10am  
In-Church Worship 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org  

15 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
6pm Scouts 

16 
 
 
 

17 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
12:15pm   
Online Devotion   
 

18 
 

19 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
                

21 
10am  
In-Church Worship 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org 
Intergenerational 
Program 10am 
Deacon Brunch 
Blue Christmas 
communal service 
Episcopal Church 
@4pm 
 

22 
 

9am Ladies 
Sewing 
 

6pm Scouts 

23 24 
CHRISTMAS EVE! 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
12:15pm   
Online Devotion   
Office closing at 
Noon! 
Candlelight service 
with Holy 
Communion @7pm  

25 
CHRISTMAS! 
Office closed 

26 
Office closed 

27 

28 
10am  
In-Church Worship 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org   
 

 29 
9am Ladies 
Sewing 
6pm Scouts 
 
 

30 31 
9am Men’s Coffee   
@ FPC  
 

1 
 
Office closed 

  

In Church Worship Service on Sundays at 10am 
 
 

http://www.fpcnp.org/


 


