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     It has been a busy but very successful late winter or spring semester here at   
the church. A group of about 15-20 members wrapped up our Lenten Bible Study of 
Judaism the week before Holy Week. I am confident in saying that this Bible study 
spurred the most conversation and growth in all that I have hosted here at FPC.  
     The Presbyterian Women have two more Bible Study sessions before they     
complete their year. When my schedule allowed, I sat in on their morning         
gatherings. While I enjoyed their fellowship and always tasty treats, the study and 
preparative work by Ann Jones was remarkable. This study, “Sacred Encounters:  
The Power and Presence of Jesus Christ in Luke-Acts” as presented by Rev. Dr. Olive 
Mahabir encourages a deep reflection on ourselves and our understanding of the 
world around us. 
     I completed all of my requirements for my graduate studies course at Princeton 
Theological Seminary. Since September I have been working in a cohort of about 20 
students from all over the world toward securing a Certificate in Youth and Theology. 
I am already missing the incredible study, learning, and growth this course offered. 
Not only was this course challenging and well-received, but it also provided         
networking and connections in the ministry field.  
     Perhaps the most inspiring ministry in the last few months for me has been   
Confirmation classes. No matter the chaos surrounding the days of the week, the 
hour or so I spend leading and learning from these four students fills my spiritual 
cup each week. The students that make up this class are gifted and dedicated to 
growing through the Holy Spirit. 
     Each student has been paired with an Elder and Deacon as they navigate the 
confirmation requirements. The mentors help guide the students as they learn how 
to be church members through new information, ushering at worship, serving    
communion, and completing worship reports about worship services. Former Deacon 
Moderator Shad Connick provided invaluable training for currently-serving Deacons 
and Elders and included the confirmation students in this instruction. 
     If it were not for the commitment and dedication of the mentors in the          
confirmation program, the coursework would not be as enriching. While schedules 
sometimes do not allow, many of the mentors attend class each week with their  
confirmation mentee. The mentors provide insight and experience that I cannot   
provide. They encourage their mentees and support them and may even share a 
conversation over a little ice cream now and then.  
     The Confirmands recently met with Session members to discuss what they have 
learned. They also shared some of their likes and dislikes about the class (which 
helped me exponentially). Next week the students will spend part of an afternoon 
learning about Grace Ministries Food Pantry and assisting in the daily responsibilities 
to get food and resources to those in the community that we serve. 
     I am sure you have seen the students engaged in worship through ushering or 
serving communion. But perhaps what you have not seen is the drive from these 
four to learn more about how the church works and functions outside of Sunday 
worship. You might not have seen the studious work to complete several worship 
reports throughout the month about the intricacies of a worship service. You might 
not have seen the nerves of four young people who are learning each day how to 
become a part of something bigger than themselves. You might not have seen just 
how intelligent each student is and how they bring their gifts to share in different 
ways. I am fortunate to see this every week and sometimes multiple times a week.   
I see it on their faces, I see it in their retainment of knowledge, I see it every time I 
read their worship report and how they are going to use something from the service 
to better themselves and those around them.  
     The First Presbyterian Confirmation Class of 2024 is something special. They are 
hardworking young people that we are blessed to have in our church family. They 
are working to build a quality foundational relationship with Christ that will carry 
them through the struggles and celebrations of life. But most importantly, they are 
committed to God. 
 

Spiritually filled in Christ, Pastor Emily 

April 2024 



 

       Thank you for your generous donation to 
our Wednesday Night meals. Sheri continues 
to serve hot healthy meals each Wednesday 
night. Your donation will enable 
us to continue this important 
ministry. - -  Episcopal Outreach 
 

**************************** 
Thank you Deacons, 
     Once again I was delivered a delicious 
meal. (Actually it was enough for three meals.)  
     I appreciate my church family and God for 
my gradual recovery. No more blood or iron  
infusions scheduled for the near future. 

- - Marilyn Jones 

1   June Shaw 
3   Anthony McCreery 
8 Izaak Ochsner 
9   Louise Steele 
11  Mike McCarthy       

25  Kent Priel 
27 Zane Leibhart 
29  Sheri Hoschouer 
30  George Clough 

4/5/78  June & Richard Shaw 

2024 Confirmation Class: 
    Cutler Cauffman, Finley Cauffman,  

Chloe Kaminski, Griffen Whitney 

     We express our sympathy and 
prayers to Rachel Allison and family 
on the death of Lyle Anderson, who 
passed away February 29. Funeral 

service will be held here May 16 @ 11am. 
 

     Funeral service for Ibbie Majors is April 26 @ 
12:30pm followed by lunch. 



 

Prayer Requests: 
Elaine Besthorn, Dorothy Conger, Joe Conger, 

Ashlee & Aaron Davidson, Marilyn Jones,  
Esther Neufeld, Glenn Petersen,  

Arlene Richardson, Bev Sallee, Karen Troyer, 
Mary Ann Youngren 

 

Prayer Emphasis for the month:  
 

To find refuge in the Resurrection. 

Congratulations to our     
2024-25 Scholarship 

Recipients 
 

Bailey Bell 
    Eastern Wyoming College-Agribusiness Major 

Ryan Kaminski 
    UNK-Education Major 

Eva McCreery 
    UNK- Psychobiology Major 

Maddie Ochsner 
    UNMC College of Dentistry-Dental Hygiene 

     Deacons meeting was held  
Sunday, March 17, at the church. 

     The Deacons have had a  
productive month. Some of our 

activities have been the Deacons meeting with 
the Confirmation class and discussing church  
procedures. 

     The Deacons have been and continue to care 
for homebound members with cards and meals 
and rides when needed. Of course the Deacons 
continue to enjoy greeting the congregation at 
services and helping with worship procedures. 

    As we move into Spring, the Deacons plan to 
provide Easter treats in the children's worship 
bags. They have also been busy making Easter 
baskets and writing cards for those members at 
home. 

    We, at this time, are looking forward to the 
Fish Fry and all the Easter worship services and 
celebrations. Hope everyone can join in on the 
worship services of our Risen Lord. 

Have a Happy Spring! 





     Fellowship underscored our Lenten fish fry as folks gathered at the table. Behind the 
scene in the photo many others shared in the shopping, preparation, serving, and clean 
up. Our high school boys greeted and served those coming through the drive up.  
Fellowship was extended as deliveries were made and received in homes.  

     Thank you to all who shared in the evening. 

EASTER WORSHIP AT LINDEN COURT 



2024 CONFIRMANDS AND  MENTORS 

2024 CONFIRMANDS MEET WITH SESSION 



 APRIL SERVICE COMMITTEE 
 

Coordinators:  
    Cheryl Kurth, Janet Hare      

 Members:  
Charlene Cash 

Marcia Henline 

Cheryl MacDonald 

Cyndee Orr 

Mary Pendleton 

Irene Ridgway 

Wendy Staroska 

2024 Churchwide Gathering  
of Presbyterian Women 
“Do everything in love.” 

 

     Presbyterian Women’s 2024 Churchwide  
Gathering will be held in St. Louis, Missouri,     
August 8–11, 2024. Save these dates. 
     The 2024 PW Gathering will be an exciting, 
faith-filled time to renew connections within and 
across PW groups from across the country. Join 
us to be invigorated, equipped for your PW life, 
welcomed into community by hundreds of other 
PWs, and empowered to “Do everything in love.” 
Registration forms available in the office. 

PALM SUNDAY 

Our Confirmands assisting with Worship. 



                Women’s Fellowship 
  

 Coordinating Team Meeting, April 4 @ 10:30am 
 

 Fellowships meet Thursday, April 11 

 Morning Fellowship: 
      10:00am - Bible Study, Fellowship & light brunch 

 Evening Spirts: 
      6:30pm - Bible Study, Fellowship & light supper 

Sacred Encounters        By Rev. Dr. Olive Mahabir 

The Power and Presence of Jesus Christ in Luke-Acts 
     "I am the church. You are the church. We are the church together." This Avery and Marsh    
childlike song (1972) has a no-nonsense message when asking who is the YOU? 

     Luke's story of the Ethiopian Eunuch in Acts 8:26-40 shows how God orchestrated an answer.   
As Philip, the evangelist, traveled out from Jerusalem to spread the gospel geographically, he       
encountered an Ethiopian Eunuch reading Isaiah 53. (Isaiah 53 are prophetic words foretelling the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.) When the Eunuch asked for guidance to understand, 
Philip responded by sharing the good news of the gospel. In turn, the Eunuch responded with a    
request to be baptized. 

     God's intervention shows who is included in the Kingdom of God. The Eunuch's inclusion breaks 
all barriers: ethical, geographical, racial, sexual and marginalized.  

No one is excluded. 

     Who is the YOU? "All who follow Jesus, All around the world. We are the church together."     
Today, we are the evangelists sharing the good news. Who is the Holy Spirit sending us to include? 

                                                                                                                     - - Ann Jones  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

      

     Several years ago Presbyterian Women began a Spring Afternoon Tea for our church      
members and invited guests. Ladies could bring a favorite tea cup, wear a spring “bonnet” and 
enjoy  various teas and snacks provided by PW members. Music, fun and fellowship have made 
this a special occasion for the ladies and will again this month. 

     This event will be held on Saturday, April 20, at 2:00pm in the Family Life Center. Please 

sign up in the Narthex or call and leave a message for Dixie at 534-5894. 





Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 

 

 
Office Closed 
 

 

6pm Scouts 

2 
 

Ladies sewing  
 

 

3 
 

9am Men’s Coffee  
5:30pm Confirmation 
6:30pm Bell Practice 
7:30pm Choir Practice 
 

4 
 

10:30am PW  
Coordinating Mtg 

5 
 

 

6 
 

 

7  
 

9:15am JAM 
10am In-Church Worship 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org  

8 

 

 
 
 
 
 
6pm Scouts 

9 

 

Ladies sewing  
 
1:00pm  
  Membership  
  & Mission Mtg 

 

10 

 

9am Men’s Coffee  
No Confirmation Class 
6:30pm Bell Practice 
7:30pm Choir Practice 

11 
 
10:00am  
Morning Fellowship 
 

6:30pm  
Evening Spirits 
 

12 
 

 

13 
 

 

14 
 

10am In-Church Worship 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org  

15 
 

 
4pm Finance Mtg 

 

 
 

6pm Scouts 
 

16 
 

Ladies sewing  
 

 

17 
 

9am Men’s Coffee  
5:30pm Confirmation 
6:30pm Bell Practice 
7:30pm Choir Practice 

18 
 

 

19 
 

10am-4pm 

Blood Drive 

Hosted by Eva 

& Mia 

 

20 
 

2pm Women’s 

Spring Tea 

21 
Boy Scout Sunday 

9:15am Deacons Mtg 
10am In-Church Worship 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org  
11am Boy Scouts 
Soup Lunch 
 

22 
 

 

 

 

No Session Mtg 
 

 

 

 

 
6pm Scouts 

23 
 

Ladies sewing  
 

 

24 
 

9am Men’s Coffee  
10:15am Linden Ct 
4:30pm CE Meeting 
5:30pm Confirmation 
6:30pm Bell Practice 
7:30pm Choir Practice 
 

25 
 

 
 

26 
 

12:30pm  
Ibbie Majors  
funeral & dinner 

27 
 

Presbytery Mtg 

@ Valentine 

28 
Confirmation Sunday 

10am In-Church Worship 
    communion 
Live Streaming at 
www.fpcnp.org  

29 
 
 
 
 
6pm Scouts 

30 
 

Ladies sewing  

  

  

In Church Worship Service on Sundays at 10am 


