
Lighthouse’s Guiding Principles for Gathering On-site 
 

Lighthouse Bible Church will begin to gather again on May 31, 2020. Our decision to meet has been a 
serious matter of prayer over the past number of weeks. We praise God that we can now gather again! 
 
We have and will continue to use the principles of 1 Peter 2:13 to counsel us in how we gather as a church 
during these confusing and difficult times.  

 
1 Peter 2:13 “Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.” 

 
1. “Honor everyone” - We want to honor those in our community by helping to slow the spread 
of the virus. 
In March, Lighthouse decided not to have on-site gatherings to help slow the spread of the virus. In honor 
of our community, we wanted to do our part to help “flatten the curve.” We recognized that over time the 
virus would spread and most people eventually would come in contact with it; however, by not gathering 
for a time (14 days in March, 30 days in April, and 30 more days in May), this would help our health care 
workers not be overwhelmed and allow the “high risk” to be prioritized in COVID-19 treatment.   
 
During 70+ days, our church has sacrificially honored our community by providing food to over 500 needy 
people each week. Our volunteers have kept social distance and safety guidelines to protect workers and 
families. Everyone who has come for food has received food. No person has been turned away.  
 
Now, in May/June, the community is opening up, the curve has been flattened, and the hospitals are 
managing patients well. However, we still want to honor our community by doing our part to slow down 
the spread of the virus by putting protective measures in place.  
 
Therefore, our gathering continues to consider how we can continue to honor our community, yet 
minister to the heart, mind, and souls of our community.  
 
2. “Love the brotherhood” - We want to love our church family by protecting high-risk 
individuals and ministering to the souls of those in need of help.  
For the sake of those who are high-risk, we will continue the live-stream and many of the online ministries. 
We encourage the following to listen to the medical professionals and make a wise, informed decision 
about attending the service:  

• Those who are elderly (65 and older) 
• Those with pre-existing medical conditions 
• Those who feel like it is too soon to be in a public setting 

 
For the sake of the spiritual and mental health of our church family, we are gathering on-site on Sundays 
and will do so with protective guidelines. Many in our society are struggling with isolation, anxiety, 
depression, anger, and suicidal thoughts. Like everyone else, our church family is facing the mental and 
spiritual attacks of isolation and distress. The Scripture teaches us that people need God and people need 
people.  
 
Therefore, we seek to balance the physical and spiritual well-being of our church family by following 
safety guidelines that protect the physical health of our church and by providing online and safe in-person 
ministry that ministers to the spiritual and mental health of our church.  
 



 
3. “Fear God” - We submit our hearts and lives to God.  
We recognize God as our ultimate authority and our enduring hope. The fear of God means to respect, 
obey, submit, and worship the Lord as the Supreme Sovereign. This surrender to the Lord motivates us: 

• To honor our community and to love our church family.  
It was the fear of God that caused 1st century Christians to sacrifice their rights for the good of 
others (Acts 2). 

• To honor our government and seek to obey its laws.  
It was the fear of God that compelled the persecuted Christians to honor an evil Caesar (Romans 
13; 1 Peter 2).  

• To worship and obey God even in the face of public, political, or personal opposition.  
It was the fear of God that motivated the apostles to defy the government and obey God rather 
than man (Acts 5).  

 
Therefore, we seek to submit to the Lord by joyfully and humbly obeying whatever He calls us to do.  
 
4.“ Honor the emperor” - We will submit to the system of government God has ordained over 
us--as long as it does not compel us to disobey God.  
The Bible teaches that God puts authorities in place, and therefore, we must submit to our authorities. As 
well, we believe we should utilize our rights and responsibilities as American citizens. (See Paul’s appeal to 
his rights as a Roman citizen in Acts 16, 21, 22, 23).  
 
On May 20, 2020, over one thousand California pastors and Pastor Ben signed a petition and letter that 
went to Governor Newsom through Tyler & Bursch and Advocates for Faith and Freedom. That letter details 
why we thought the current restrictions were unlawful.  
 
We praise God that the governor listened to that letter. At the direction of the President and the CDC, the 
governor and our county has put health and safety guidelines in place to help us be able to open up. We are 
doing our best to honor our authorities by following their recommended guidelines as best we can within 
our present context.  
 
Therefore, we have communicated to our city and county what our plans are and have laid out 
safety guidelines for our church. We plan to meet, May 31, 2020, and to continue to review and 
update the plans and guidelines throughout the summer.  
 
 
  



Lighthouse Guidelines for Gathering  
 
LIVE-STREAM 

• Continuing Sunday Live-stream - For those who are at risk or aren’t ready to resume 
gathering, we will continue to offer our 10:30am livestreamed service at 
facebook.com/lighthousebiblesimi/ 

• Continuing Zoom - Our youth and young adults, our summer “Men in Theology,” and our 
Thursday church Zoom gatherings.  

 
LIGHTHOUSE EVENTS 

• Sunday Class 9:30am - A class called The Marks of a Healthy Church will start at 9:30am to 
10:10am in the Family Center. The class is limited to those who reserve a seat and will 
maintain social distancing and safety guidelines.  

• Sunday Service - 10:30am - Please stay in your car until 10:10am. Doors will be open from 
10:10am to 10:30am. The service will be in the Worship Center for those who reserved a 
seat.  

• Church in the Park - 6:00pm - Starting June 17, we will meet every other Sunday night at 
6:00pm for an outside 1-hour social-distanced time to sing and hear a short devotional 
message.  

• Tuesdays Men in Theology - 6:30am - Starting June 2, all ages of men will gather at church 
and/or on Zoom for a 45-minute discussion on doctrine. Social distancing will be practiced.  

 
PERSONAL INSTRUCTIONS  

• Reserve a Seat - Please reserve your seat(s) by signing up online at lighthousesimi.com by 
Friday at midnight. There is only a limited number of seats we will have available in the 
auditorium. To reserve a seat, click here. 

• Wear a Mask - Masks are recommended but not required for attendees. However, masks 
are required for all volunteers. We have a few extra masks if you forget your own.  

• Wash your hands before and after services - We have wash stations outside and hand 
sanitizer. 

• Have Your Temperature Taken - A Safety Helper will take each person’s temperature with 
a laser thermometer as you enter the building.  

• Use the Bathroom at Home - Only the two single bathrooms will be open to those cannot 
wait until they get home. The bathrooms must be cleaned between use. 

• Stay Six Feet from Others - Please refrain from any physical contact with those outside 
your immediate family and stay at a safe distance of 6 feet. 

• Enter and Exit in an Orderly Manner - Families are asked to enter, exit, and stay together 
while on campus. Safety Helpers will dismiss attenders in a controlled orderly manner 
maintaining social distance. There will be no gatherings at doorways. 

• High-Risk Individuals are Encouraged to Stay Home - If you are 65 years old or older and 
you have an underlying medical condition, we encourage you to talk to your doctor and 
make your own wise and informed decision about attending the service.  

 
 



 
WHAT WE ARE NOT DOING (For the first few weeks) 

• No Communion - We will abstain from taking communion until we believe we can do so 
safely.  

• No Nursery or Children’s Classes - Children can worship with their parents in the 
auditorium. There will be no rooms or volunteers provided for child-care.  

• No Hugs or Touching - We are asking each person to seek to maintain 6 feet of distance 
from anyone who is not in your immediate family.  

• No Additional Amenities - There will be no coffee, water, or food shared on campus. 
Playgrounds on the property will also be closed. 

 
CLEANING  

• Cleaned Buildings - The entire church will be thoroughly sanitized before each service.  
• Provided Sanitation Protection - The church has handwashing stations and hand sanitizer 

stations outside each door.  
• Touch Free Experience - We have prepared the buildings to minimize your need to 

unnecessarily touch objects. Hand washing stations are touch free; the doors are propped 
open; and all words for the service will be on the TVs.   

 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


