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Responding to Pandemics:  4 Lessons from Church History 
 
As disciples of Jesus, we are focused on orienting our lives up toward God in love and 
obedience, around toward our fellow believers in community, and out toward the lost as we are 
on mission with God. This week, we are connecting around us with some very old believers.  In 
fact, all of those teaching us today are dead. And for this time in our lives, I’m so grateful for 
them, because all of these brothers and sisters we’re reading about today also lived through 
terrible epidemics. Most importantly, they lived through these times brilliantly bringing much 
growth to the church and much glory to Jesus. It’s my prayer that our lives would be able to do 
similar things through the pandemic we currently face.  
 
Please read the article from Glen Scrivener (click here), and then talk through the following 
questions with at least one other believer. 
 
1. What is most striking to you about the way Christians in history have handled epidemics? 
 
2. The plagues “search” us. They discover in us either the way of the flesh (self-preservation) or 
the way of the Spirit (self-giving sacrifice). The third-century plague found in the church a Spirit-
filled people, willing to walk the way of their Master.  How have you allowed the pandemic of 
the coronavirus to search you? 
 
3. Obviously, as Glen points out, the scenario is different today as far as how Christians should 
go about helping and loving their neighbor.  What opportunities has the Lord given you to love 
and serve your neighbor during this pandemic? 
 
4. This applies mostly to medical personnel right now, but perhaps we can all ask 
ourselves…would we be willing to follow in the steps of Christ and lay our lives down for 
another?  Most of us have never been faced with that question…but suddenly, for many in the 
health care world, it has become real.   
 
5. What opportunities have you had to preach Christ, who is the Rock, while all other ground is 
sinking sand? 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/4-lessons-church-history/

