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Youth ministry, at its heart, is to bring students into closer relationships with others, with 
themselves, and with God. Along with this, students are working through their sense of 
community, their individuality, and their faith. It is therefore the job of the youth minister to act as 
a guide and help foster these relationships in the given years of development. This is not to act 
as a replacement for the parentage of the students, but to be a supplement that acts as an 
intermediary between the growing youth and the rest of the church by providing a safe space for 
change to occur. 

Middle school and high school are some of the hardest years for anyone to go through, in and 
out of church. This is the pivotal time in which a secondhand faith from others can blossom into 
a firsthand faith. At this age, the stories, fundamentals, morals, and axioms of Christian heritage 
becomes inadequate and a need for richer, practical applications surfaces. There is also a 
transition from merely a familiarity with God in worship to the addition of seeking out a personal 
relationship with Him. The youth minister is there to provide not only a basis of knowledge to 
answer questions, but discernment in analysis and synthesis of said knowledge into a personal 
faith. The focus shifts from “what to believe” to “how to believe.”  

Change starts when the youth minister listens. Listen to the doubts, questions, concerns, 
theories, and reworkings in each student’s faith. The job is not to undermine questions, but to 
listen and learn alongside the students. The minister will not have all of the answers. In this 
event, the minister will then be able to learn alongside the youth with external resources, 
directing both parties to a better understanding of God and His creation. In this, the minister acts 
as a provider for an opportunity of change, for all parties involved. 

In any form of learning, the ones we learn the most from are those in our personal communities. 
In a spiritual setting, the community transcends age, cultivating crucial bonds throughout. In this, 
the minister should assist relationships to grow. This could involve introducing youth to 
leadership and service positions, where they work alongside everyone else. Through the efforts 
of the youth minister, the older generation will have the opportunity to connect and serve with 
the youth. With this, the youth learn they are not just the future of the church, but also the 
present. 

Efforts of the youth minister could also include providing moments of vulnerability with other 
members, to build trust and a shared faith with peers. This harbors a support system 
throughout, where there is accountability for sins, burdens, pains, and trials. But also, a support 
system in which the community at the same time shares and forgives said hardships. And, on 
the other side, rejoices together in successes. 

Ministry includes both administrative duties and spiritual responsibilities. On the administrative 
side, the youth minister prepares lessons for Sunday and Wednesday classes, as well as other 
events, such as devotionals and fun events. All geared towards growing a stronger community 
with God in the center. The minister also finds students and places them in positions where they 
can minister to each other. On the spiritual side, the minister should teach guiding lessons 
around scripture, engaging the students in discussion with each other. Fueling these lessons, 
the minister can use a pragmatic and intellectual approach to theology, applying real world 
knowledge to spiritual understandings, and finding God in the seemingly Godless. In the end, 
connecting God’s history into our modern society. Both ends are crucial to creating a fulfilling 
experience. 

Youth ministry is teaching, but also being a mentor, an encourager, and a challenger. All of 
which is for the benefit of the students as they realize their place in the church, with themselves, 
and with God. The youth are the church of today. They just need someone to walk with and 
guide them on that path. 


