
Over the years my philosophy of youth ministry has grown and evolved. However it has always 

been based around the family. Early on in my time at Lubbock Christian University I read Mark DeVries’ 

book, Family-Based Youth Ministry, and I began to see that a large part of my job is to equip parents to 

minister to their own children. I believe that God created the family in such a way that parents are to 

teach their kids about the goodness and holiness of God and we see this early on in the book of 

Deuteronomy,  

 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 

These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 

IMPRESS THEM ON YOUR CHILDREN. TALK ABOUT THEM WHEN YOU SIT AT 

HOME AND WHEN YOU WALK ALONG THE ROAD, WHEN YOU LIE DOWN 

AND WHEN YOU GET UP.”                        Deut. 6:4-7 (Emphasis mine) 

However, it is not just the parents’ job! As I said earlier, my philosophy has grown and evolved 

and another influential book that I have read more recently came from Kara Powell and the rest of the 

team at the Fuller Youth Institute, Growing Young. This book introduced me to the phrase 

“intergenerational youth ministry”, which is a broader version of DeVries’ family-based youth ministry. 

Getting as many Christian adults involved in the lives of my students took on a higher priority than 

before. Now, instead of just trying to empower parents to minster to their kids, I saw the importance of 

empowering all adults to minister to OUR youth. Building a team of adults that will help feed positive 

ideas, offer spiritual guidance, and emotionally support our youth will help them grow into the Christian 

men and women that God wants them to be. 

I have done my best throughout my career to offer opportunities for teenagers to mingle with 

parents, grandparents, and other Christian adults through service projects, mission trips, and camps. I 

love when I have a wide variety of ages bumping shoulders on a mission field, sharing conversations as 

they build a home, or spending time in worship at a week of camp. Those shared experiences etch 

themselves onto the souls of our kids (and adults) and allow them to grow and mature without putting 

all of the pressure on the parents or the youth minister.  

Another strategy I believe is successful in empowering our students to really grow into their 

faith is offering opportunities to worship outside of the church building. Gathering in homes and sharing 

meals together around a table or crowded around someone’s living room create opportunities to show 

students that faith is not just a Sunday/Wednesday thing. Spiritual growth doesn’t just happen at the 

church building, it happens every day and everywhere. These more intimate settings, again, etch 

themselves onto the hearts and souls of everyone involved and help paint a more biblical picture of the 

Church and what it means to be a Christian. 

God continues to work within me and I am certain that my philosophy will continue to evolve 

over the years, but as a follower of Jesus I will always want to pass on my faith to the next generation. I 

may have to adapt and change strategies as I grow and learn or as the generations change, but the 

gospel will always stay the same and I will always seek to serve God to the best of my ability. 


