
Week 4 
Day 1:  
Read Esther 2:1-18 
This week we’re going to do something a bit different and walk through the story of Esther. Ok, maybe 
it’s better to say we’re going to skip through the story of Esther because we’re going to zero in on 
several specific points throughout this story. This story begins when Israel is in a bad place: Exile. 
Specifically this story takes place in the Persian city of Susa and unfortunately for Israel things are about 
to go from bad to worse. In fact the first two words in Esther 1:1 are “It happened in the days of”, in 
Hebrew this is “Wayhi Bime” which occurs five times in the Bible and is always used to reference 
impending doom. We see King Xerxes banishes his queen and is in need of a new queen, so he begins his 
search. Here we’re introduced to Esther who has already had a difficult life. Not only is she living in exile 
but her mother and father are both dead and she’s being raised by her uncle Mordecai (Kinsman 
Redeemer). Against all odds Esther is chosen. Now understand, being chosen as queen was not a good 
thing, in fact the PG version is that she was now essentially a slave. For Esther (and eventually for all the 
Hebrews) things have gone from bad to worse. If you haven’t been following along for the past several 
weeks, we’ve been trying to focus on this theme of tragedy being the context of miracles and as we look 
at the details of Esther we see little glimpses of hope. For example 2:17 says “the King LOVED Esther…”, 
this word “loved” describes a deep and close devotion. Basically he actually fell in love with her. If we 
look hard enough we can find glimmers of hope even in the worst that life throws at us. So where are 
the glimmers of hope that you’ve seen throughout this quarantine? The little details, where just maybe 
God might be up to something?  
 
Day 2 
Read Esther 4 (especially 4:14) 
Yesterday we started the story of Esther by looking at this terrible situation she’s found herself in, but by 
Esther 4 we see this situation is so much bigger than her. In chapter 3 we see Haman has tricked king 
Xerxes to sentence the Hebrews to death in 3:8 (Side note: Hope can be found in 3:12 “13th day of the 1st 
month” the next day was Passover!). After taking some time to pray (4:3) Mordecai (we’ll call him 
Mordy) has a conversation with Esther through messengers. Basically Mordy is trying to convince Esther 
to talk the king out of this decree, which Esther pushes back against because she doesn’t have the 
freedom to talk with the king and trying might cost her life. In Esther 4:14 Mordy says something that 
we need to hear. Now typically when we think of Esther 4:14 we think of that classic line “Who knows 
whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this” where he is essentially saying to her 
maybe this is why God put you in this situation as queen. But don’t miss the line just before that “For if 
you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place”. What 
Mordy is saying here is that either way God is going to deliver the Hebrews from this mess and the 
question is whether or not you (Esther) want to be a part of it. I can’t help but wonder if the same is true 
for us. What if this whole quarantine situation is an opportunity (like Esther) and the question we should 
be asking ourselves is if we’re going to be a part of it? For the past 4 weeks we’ve been trying to focus 
on this idea of finding hope in the most hopeless situations and we are living in a culture that is 
desperate for that kind of hope. So how can we be messengers of hope, of the good news of Jesus?  
 
Day 3:  
Read Esther 4:16 
After Mordy delivers this inspirational speech Esther tells Mordy that he should fast on her behalf and 
that she will also fast. Now this has been seen multiple times throughout the story that this idea of 
fasting has been mentioned and it’s important that we pause and take some time to understand fasting 
and why it’s a big deal, not just way back then but also for us today. In our culture, fasting seems like 



more of a lost art, usually as followers of Jesus when we think of fasting we think of Matthew 9:14 
where it talks about Jesus disciples not fasting so we see it as a free pass to eat but don’t forget even 
Jesus fasted for 40 days. Fasting was seen as a way that we could connect with God because we’re 
sacrificing something. Remember for the Hebrews worship was all about sacrifice. So imagine for a 
minute you were going to sacrifice something like coffee (breathe we’re just imagining). Now imagine 
every morning you wake up and react by going to make a cup of coffee only to stop yourself. Why? 
Because you’re focusing on God, you’re sacrificing something to connect to Him. Same thing every time 
you feel that pull for caffeine, you hit the pause button and remember why you’re not drinking coffee. In 
those moments of sacrifice something interesting and indescribable happens, we begin to draw closer to 
Him. As we make conscience decision after conscience decision to give something up for God, we begin 
to see Him move more clearly in our lives. So maybe for you during this season of life we need to ask the 
question if there is anything we need to give up during this quarantine (I know, as if we haven’t given up 
enough?!), so that God could use this season to draw us closer to Him 
 
Day 4: 
Read Esther 4:16 
Yep, today we’re right back in Esther 4:16 and I want you to notice the last line when Esther says “Then I 
will go to the king, even though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish.” Let’s be honest, it’s kind of 
a downer of a verse isn’t it? Basically what Esther is saying is “I’m probably going to die”. What is 
important to understand is that following God isn’t always easy, even when you know what He wants 
you to do. Esther had to find the courage to act, the courage to step into the uncertainty of life and risk 
everything to be a part of what God was doing. The problem is for so many of us we have this 
assumption that when God wants us to do something He’s going to take all of the challenges and 
obstacles out of the way and line up our path and make everything as easy as possible. Sometimes He 
does, but the reality is that often God calls us to step in the middle of those hard situations in order to 
bring us where He’s calling us to go. This call to be courageous is a repeated theme throughout the 
Scriptures. Seriously, pick a story and you’ll find that it’s filled with risk and uncertainty and often certain 
death. Now the good news for us is usually God doesn’t call us to risk our lives like Esther and confront a 
king, but it does mean we’re going to have to be courageous. So what are the risky things that God is 
calling you to do during this season of uncertainty?  
 
Day 5: 
Read Esther 5 and 6 
As we wrap up this week I want to talk about something that none of us want to talk about. Seriously, I 
don’t even want to type this word, but we need to talk about it. Today we’re talking about….patience. 
There it is, the “P” word. If you’re new to church world, we have an inside joke about patience, that you 
never pray for it. If you pray for patience then God will often put you in situations that require it. But 
today I want you to notice the significance of Esther’s patience. In Esther 5:1-8 Esther is having a party 
with both king Xerxes and Haman, and in verse 7 everything builds up to a request. Now we assume her 
request is to spare the lives of the Hebrews, but in verse 8 we see that she invites them both to another 
party. Which is weird isn’t it? I mean why not just make her request on the spot? Now we tend to 
assume the reason she doesn’t is because of fear but I think something else is going on, I can’t help but 
wonder if God has told her to wait. Notice what happens next in the story, Esther 5:9-14 Haman comes 
up with this plan to kill Mordy, but in Esther 6 we see the king honors Mordy. Do you see what’s 
happening here? While Esther is waiting, God is working. God is setting the stage for everything that is 
about to happen. There are going to be times during this season of social distancing when we’re going to 
need the courage to act and then there will be times when we need the wisdom to know when to stop 



and be patient so that God can work behind the scenes. So where are the areas that God is telling you to 
be patient during this season?  


