
Week 3: Waiting…. 
 
Day 1:  
Read Genesis 12:1-3 
This week I wanted to take some time and talk about waiting on God, because if you’re anything like me 
right about now you’re kind of tired of waiting. Waiting on getting outside, waiting on getting back to 
normal, waiting for the fear and the anxiety of this whole situation to finally pass us by. To help us we’re 
going to be looking at the story of Abraham, because Abraham was a guy who knows all about waiting. 
In fact, he waited 25 years for God to fulfill His promise. So beginning in Genesis 12:1-3 we see that God 
makes Abraham a promise, but like with any promise Abraham is going to have to wait for it. What’s 
interesting is in Hebrew the word “wait” is the word “Qavar”which literally means “to wait expectantly” 
and the idea here is that while we’re waiting God is working. What’s amazing about this idea of Qavar is 
that it’s not all about us and what we’re doing, which is great news especially when we can’t do 
anything. This reminds me of a quote from one of my favorite authors Margaret Feinberg “Remain 
suspicious that God is up to something good”. What if in this moment of waiting God was doing things 
behind the scenes that we never imagined? What if while we’re waiting God is already beginning to put 
the pieces of our lives in place so that when this season is over we’ll be right where He wants us to be?  
 
Day 2: 
Read Genesis 15 
Today I want to begin by looking at verses 1-6, God gives Abraham a promise and Abraham gets a little 
fussy with God. I feel like this is completely relatable isn’t it? Most of us have been quarantined 
somewhere between 2-3 weeks and if you’ve been watching the news lately there is rumor that this 
shut down might last until May to June. Not exactly the news we’ve been hoping for is it? How many of 
us got a little fussy about it? Same thing is going on here, on the one hand God is reminding Abraham of 
the promise He made. On the other hand, the fact that He’s reminding Abraham means he’s going to 
have to wait longer. So Abraham essentially calls God out and God responds by telling him to cut up a 
bunch of animals? I mean come on, that’s kind of weird right? But what if I told you this was HUGE 
because basically what God is saying to Abraham is He is going to form a covenant with him. Now the 
thing you need to know about a covenant is to break one was a big deal, the consequence was basically 
death and this scares Abraham (V12) because he knows he can’t live up to God’s standard. But then 
notice what it says in verse 17, Abraham doesn’t pass between the pieces. Instead you have two 
symbols connected to God, God take Abrahams place. This ultimately connects to Jesus who dies for 
humanity because we could not live up to God’s standard because of sin in our lives. What I want you to 
notice is sometimes what God is doing while we’re waiting is SO MUCH BIGGER THAN US. Right now I 
find myself just wanting things to get back to normal, but what if the thing God is doing in this time of 
waiting isn’t only about what He is doing in you but also in the lives of the people around you? 
 
Day 3 
Read Genesis 16:1-6 
So far we have spent a lot of time talking about what God is doing while we’re waiting on Him, how 
there are times when all we have to do is sit back and wait. Which sounds easy, but waiting is never 
really that easy is it? For example take this quarantine, over and over again we’ve been told to just stay 
home, sit on the couch and save the world, which sounds so easy doesn’t it. Just don’t do anything. But 
have you ever noticed the more we sit the more we feel like we should be doing something, ANYTHING. 
This is exactly what we see in verses 1-2 when Sarai tells Abraham to go to her servant so she can give 
him a son. Now it’s easy for us to read this thousands of years later and know that this is obviously going 
to end badly, because….I mean come on right? I don’t really need to go into details do I? So it’s easy for 



us to read this and shake our heads, but what we need to understand is what Sarai is proposing was 
actually a normal part of their world. This is what everyone did if for some reason a wife could not 
produce a child for her husband. Which I know is super weird for us, but think ancient world surrogacy. 
While this was the normal and legal thing that anyone else would have done, notice it’s not what God 
said. Instead of waiting on God, Abraham and Sarai tried to force God’s hand so that they could have a 
child and because they forced the situation it had some pretty drastic consequences for them. In fact 
notice verses 4-6, immediately Sarai regrets her decision. During this time of quarantine there are going 
to be times when we feel anxious and we’re going to want to force a situation that God may not want us 
to force. There are times when we need to simply sit back and wait on God to be God.  
 
Day 4: 
Read Genesis 17:15-17 
Have you ever waited for something so long that you started to doubt it would ever happen? Maybe it 
was waiting for Christmas morning as a kid, or maybe it’s right now? I wonder how many of us are 
beginning to feel like this season of quarantine will never end? It’s easy to doubt God when we get stuck 
in a holding pattern isn’t it? This is exactly what has happened to Abraham and Sarai (notice here God 
changes her name to Sarah), so in the first part of chapter 17 God is making another covenant with 
Abraham. Side note, I love how God has no problem making covenants with Abraham to reassure him. 
He doesn’t get angry at him or criticize him for his lack of faith, instead he does everything He can to 
give him confidence that He is going to keep His promise. Now notice verse 17 how Abraham laughs, this 
word “laugh” means “Surprising”, “doubt”, and “joy”. Not just either of these but all three, Abraham 
was surprised because he doubted and was then filled with joy. Sometimes waiting on God takes a long 
time, but when the time comes it’s so much better than you ever imagined. I know that for so many of 
us the uncertainty of this moment can be overwhelming, it can even cause us to doubt what God is 
doing. The good news isn’t just that God is faithful but when He moves it’s going to be better than we 
imagined.  
 
Day 5: 
Read Exodus 12:17-20 
Ok, I know I told you at the beginning of this week that we were going to focus on the story of Abraham 
but as we wrap up this week I wanted to talk about something we need to know about waiting when it 
comes to God. This is something I have experienced every single time God has put me through a period 
of waiting, and it’s one of those things we need to be ready for. Often when we find ourselves waiting 
on God there is a whole lot of waiting, but when God decides to move you better buckle up because He 
tends to do a whole lot at once. We see this in the Exodus story, notice as you read today’s verses there 
is this heavy emphasis on yeast and making sure there is no yeast in the bread. Of course the question 
we need to ask is why? To be honest there are a ton of layers behind this, but I want to focus on the 
most practical one. Very simply, bread with yeast takes longer. God needed His people to be ready so 
when it was time to move there was no delay or hesitation. What’s more, if they would have delayed 
they would have run the risk of missing the opportunity God had worked so hard on putting in front of 
them. I can’t help but wonder as we spend our time waiting what opportunities God wants us to be 
ready for so when the quarantine is lifted we’ll be ready? Maybe it’s a conversation with a friend who is 
struggling with faith, maybe it’s an opportunity at work, or a chance to help someone in a difficult 
situation. Whatever it is, the question we all need to wrestle with is are we ready?  


