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Luke 15 
1 Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to listen to Him. 2 Both the 
Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with 
them.” 

3 So He told them this parable, saying, 4 “What man among you, if he has a hundred sheep and 
has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open pasture and go after the one 
which is lost until he finds it? 5 When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And 
when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!’ 7 I tell you that in the same way, there will 
be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons 
who need no repentance. 

8 “Or what woman, if she has ten silver coins and loses one coin, does not light a lamp and 
sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 When she has found it, she calls 
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin which I 
had lost!’ 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner who repents.” 

11 And He said, “A man had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me 
the share of the estate that falls to me.’ So he divided his wealth between them. 13 And not many 
days later, the younger son gathered everything together and went on a journey into a distant 
country, and there he squandered his estate with loose living. 14 Now when he had spent 
everything, a severe famine occurred in that country, and he began to be impoverished. 15 So he 
went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his fields 
to feed swine. 16 And he would have gladly filled his stomach with the pods that the swine were 
eating, and no one was giving anything to him. 17 But when he came to his senses, he said, 
‘How many of my father’s hired men have more than enough bread, but I am dying here with 
hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and in your sight; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of 
your hired men.”’ 20 So he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his 
father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And 
the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly bring out the best robe 
and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; 23 and bring the fattened 
calf, kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and has come to life 
again; he was lost and has been found.’ And they began to celebrate. 

25 “Now his older son was in the field, and when he came and approached the house, he heard 
music and dancing. 26 And he summoned one of the servants and began inquiring what these 
things could be. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the 
fattened calf because he has received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he became angry and 
was not willing to go in; and his father came out and began pleading with him. 29 But he 



answered and said to his father, ‘Look! For so many years I have been serving you and I have 
never neglected a command of yours; and yet you have never given me a young goat, so that I 
might celebrate with my friends; 30 but when this son of yours came, who has devoured your 
wealth with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him.’ 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you have 
always been with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, for this 
brother of yours was dead and has begun to live, and was lost and has been found.’” 
 
 
Luke 19:1-10 
“He entered Jericho and was passing through. And there was a man called by the name of 
Zaccheus; he was a chief tax collector and he was rich. Zaccheus was trying to see who Jesus 
was, and was unable because of the crowd, for he was small in stature. So he ran on ahead 
and climbed up into a sycamore tree in order to see Him, for He was about to pass through that 
way. When Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said to him, “Zaccheus, hurry and come 
down, for today I must stay at your house.” And he hurried and came down and received Him 
gladly. When they saw it, they all began to grumble, saying, “He has gone to be the guest of a 
man who is a sinner.” Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of my 
possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will give back 
four times as much.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because 
he, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was 
lost. 
 
 
Exodus 15:1-2 
Then Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song to the Lord, and said, 
“I will sing to the Lord, for He is highly exalted; 
The horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea. 
“The Lord is my strength and song, 
And He has become my salvation; 
This is my God, and I will praise Him; 
My father’s God, and I will extol Him… 
 
 
Psalm 105:42-45 
For he remembered his holy promise 
    given to his servant Abraham. 
 He brought out his people with rejoicing, 
    his chosen ones with shouts of joy; 
he gave them the lands of the nations, 
    and they fell heir to what others had toiled for— 
that they might keep his precepts 
    and observe his laws. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Isaiah 65:17-19 
“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; 
And the former things will not be remembered or come to mind. 
“But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; 
For behold, I create Jerusalem for rejoicing 
And her people for gladness. 
“I will also rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in My people; 
And there will no longer be heard in her 
The voice of weeping and the sound of crying. 
 
 
John 16:20-22 
Truly, truly, I say to you, that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; you will grieve, 
but your grief will be turned into joy.  Whenever a woman is in labor she has pain, because her 
hour has come; but when she gives birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish 
because of the joy that a child has been born into the world. Therefore you too have grief now; 
but I will see you again, and your heart will rejoice, and no one will take your joy away from you. 
 
 
Luke 22:14-18 
When the hour had come, He reclined at the table, and the apostles with Him. And He said to 
them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I say to you, I 
shall never again eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” And when He had taken a cup 
and given thanks, He said, “Take this and share it among yourselves; for I say to you, I will not 
drink of the fruit of the vine from now on until the kingdom of God comes.” 
 
 
Revelation 19:7 
Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Small Group Discussion Questions for the week of October 18, 2020. 
 
Icebreaker 

1. What brings you joy? 
 
First Impressions  
In this week’s sermon on joy, what was most challenging, helpful or interesting to you?  
Is there something that you disagreed with or were confused about?  
 
Digging Deeper in the Text  
Glance over the “Additional Notes” handout for the following questions. 

1. What are other places in the Bible where joy is talked about?  
What are some of the causes of joy? 

2. What stands out to you about joy from the article on pages 11-12? 
 
Living Out the Scriptures 

1. Do you consider yourself joyful? Why or why not? 
2. Joy is a gift of the Spirit, but that doesn’t mean we don’t have to work on it.  

How can you work to increase your joy? How can you help one another increase 
your joy? 

3. How can you bring joy to others? 
 


