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SEA
The	 sea	 is	 central	 to	 the	 biblical	 picture	 of	 the	 universe.	 Like	 its	 ancient
neighbors,	the	Israelites	believed	that	at	creation	God	used	a	cosmic	sea	to	create
a	 three-tiered	 universe:	 the	 sea,	 the	 *heavens	 and	 the	 *earth	 (Ps	 135:6;	 Rev
14:7).	God	 created	 the	 cosmic	 sea	 (Ps	 95:5;	 Jon	 1:9)	 and	 gathered	 the	waters
covering	 the	 entire	 face	of	 the	 earth	 into	 seas	 and	 established	 their	 boundaries
(Gen	1:2,	9-10;	Ps	104:5-9;	Job	38:8-11),	rooting	the	earth	in	the	cosmic	sea	(Ps
18:15;	 24:1-2).	 He	 formed	 the	 firmament	 to	 enclose	 the	 atmosphere	 and	 hold
back	the	sea	from	above	(Gen	1:6-8;	Prov	8:27-29).	The	sea	provides	all	water
on	 the	 earth.	 Water	 springs	 forth	 below	 and	 drops	 through	 apertures	 in	 the
firmament	above	as	*rain	and	*snow,	even	providing	water	for	the	great	*flood
(Gen	7:11;	8:2).	Above	the	heavens	God’s	*throne	floats	upon	the	sea	(Ps	29:10;
Ezek	1:26).	 In	 this	picture	 the	sea	 is	a	 tribute	 to	 the	power	of	God	 the	Creator
over	 *chaos	 and	 may	 have	 been	 symbolized	 by	 the	 large	 bronze	 molten	 sea
before	Solomon’s	*Temple	(1	Kings	7:23-26).

The	cosmic	sea,	however,	also	symbolizes	the	continued	threat	the	forces	of
chaos	pose	against	God	and	creation.	The	sea	pushes	against	the	boundaries	God
established	 for	 it	 (Job	 38:8-11;	 Jer	 5:22).	 The	 Bible	 adapts	 its	 neighbors’
creation	myths	of	a	primeval	battle	between	a	creator	god	and	a	sea	monster	of
chaos	 called	Leviathan,	Rahab,	or	 the	dragon	or	*serpent	 (Job	41).	Unlike	 the
myths	of	neighboring	nations,	God	creates	 the	chaos	*monster	and	places	 it	 in
the	 sea	 (Gen	 1:20-21;	 Ps	 104:24-26).	 The	monster	 stirs	 the	 cosmic	 sea	 but	 is
*wounded	and	subdued	by	God	(Job	26:12;	Ps	74:12-14;	89:9-10;	Is	51:9)	and
will	 ultimately	 be	 vanquished	 in	 the	 end	 times	 (Is	 27:1).	 As	 the	 home	 of	 the
chaos	 monster	 who	 can	 be	 roused,	 the	 sea	 symbolizes	 the	 threat	 of	 the
reemergence	of	chaos	(Job	3:8).	In	fact,	the	evil	world	powers	and	the	*antichrist
of	 the	 last	 days	 which	 oppose	 God	 and	 his	 people	 are	 symbolized	 as	 beasts
arising	from	the	sea	(Dan	7:3;	Rev	13:1).

As	Creator,	God	controls	 the	sea,	both	producing	and	calming	its	waves	(Is
51:15;	Jer	31:35),	and	keeping	it	within	its	boundaries	(Job	38:8-11;	Prov	8:27-
29;	Jer	5:22).	He	can	dry	up	the	sea	at	will	(Nahum	1:4)	or	unleash	it	 to	judge
the	world	as	in	the	flood	(Gen	6—8).	Thus	the	threat	of	chaos	and	*evil	which
the	 sea	 symbolizes	 is	 ultimately	 hollow.	 The	 parting	 of	 the	 Red	 Sea	 and
destruction	of	*Pharaoh	 is	a	 reenactment	of	 the	subduing	of	 the	sea	and	chaos



monster,	once	more	demonstrating	God’s	ultimate	authority	over	forces	of	chaos
and	 evil	 (Ex	 15;	 Is	 51:9-10).	 This	 same	 authority	 is	 symbolized	 by	 Jesus’
walking	on	 the	 sea	 (Mk	6:45-52)	 and	calming	 the	 sea	 (Mk	4:35-41).	Even	 the
beast	of	Revelation	which	arises	from	the	sea	is	subdued	and	cast	into	the	lake	of
fire	(Rev	19:20).

The	 throne	 room	of	God	contains	 something	 like	a	 sea	of	glass	which	may
refer	to	the	cosmic	sea	(Rev	4:6;	15:2).	The	calmness	of	the	sea	symbolizes	the
absence	of	evil	and	chaos	in	heaven,	for	there	is	no	“monster”	of	chaos	able	to
disturb	it.	At	the	consummation,	the	cosmic	sea	is	mingled	with	*fire,	perhaps	a
symbol	of	impending	judgment	(Rev	15:2).	After	the	consummation	there	is	no
longer	a	sea	(Rev	21:1),	which	symbolizes	no	more	actual	or	possible	threat	to
the	creation	and	sovereignty	of	God.

The	sea	also	provides	many	maritime	metaphors	and	similes.	The	roar	of	the
seas	 is	 the	 tumult	 of	 the	 peoples	 (Ps	 65:7).	 Both	 the	 sea	 and	 invading	 armies
*thunder	and	roar	(Is	17:12-14;	Jer	6:23).	Babylon	is	covered	with	the	waves	of
invading	armies	(Jer	51:42).	Those	fearful	of	 impending	judgment	are	troubled
like	the	sea	(Jer	49:23),	and	the	doubter	is	like	a	wave	of	the	sea	tossed	by	the
wind	(Jas	1:6).	The	restlessness	and	works	of	the	wicked	are	like	mud	and	mire
tossed	up	by	 the	 sea	 (Is	 57:20;	 Jude	13).	The	numerous	 grains	 of	 sand	on	 the
seashore	 are	 like	many	descendants	 (Gen	22:17;	Heb	11:12)	 or	 sizable	 armies
(Josh	 11:4;	 Rev	 20:8).	 God’s	 forgiveness	 is	 portrayed	 as	 casting	 sin	 into	 the
depths	of	the	sea	(Mic	7:19).	It	is	hoped	that	the	knowledge	of	God	will	one	day
*fill	the	earth	as	the	waters	cover	the	sea	(Is	11:9).
See	 also	 CHAOS;	 COSMOLOGY;	 DEEP;	 DIVINE	 WARRIOR;	 EARTH;	 FLOOD;

HEAVEN;	MONSTERS;	WATER.
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SEA	MONSTER
See	COSMOLOGY;	MONSTERS.

SEA	SERPENT
See	COSMOLOGY;	MONSTERS.

SEAL
The	book	of	Job	suggests	the	diversity	of	meanings	for	the	image	of	seals.	God’s
seal	on	the	*stars	symbolizes	his	*authority	(Job	9:7);	God	seals	his	instruction


