
 
 
 
 
 
Friday, March 13, 12:00pm 
 

Upon prayerful consideration, Nova leadership has made the decision not to hold our 
Sunday morning gathering on March 15. This decision was made out of consideration and care for 
our community as we seek to join the effort of heading off the spread of COVID-19 (Coronavirus). 
Our community leaders have issued strong recommendations toward postponing gatherings for the 
time being and we think it wise to heed their recommendation. 

Just because we will not gather on Sunday morning does not mean that our worship of God 
has stopped. The church was never meant to be distinguished by a building, rather, the church is the 
people who make up the body of Christ. In lieu of a gathering on Sunday morning, we are using our 
website as a central communication hub to continue teaching, preaching, prayer, worship, and 
building one another up. We encourage you to set aside some time to visit NovaChurch.org and to 
have a time of worship in your own home. The website will be updated with content by Sunday 
morning.  

In this time of uncertainty and change, we are still standing on the firm ground of God’s 
love for us. Our mission has not changed. We are to be the hands and feet of Jesus, sharing the love 
of God to our community. When trouble comes our way, we might be tempted to turn our focus 
upon only ourselves or only our family, but we would encourage you to keep others at the forefront 
of your minds. We follow the way of Jesus, who modeled that we are to always treat others as more 
important and more precious than ourselves.  

We are being asked to limit contact with one another in order to protect the most vulnerable 
in our society. As local schools close and workplaces shut down, we recognize that there will be a 
great burden placed on many in our community. There are many families who will miss a paycheck 
and there are many individuals who will begin to feel lonely or isolated. In a time of crisis, we have 
the desire to draw near and care for others, but this situation is extremely complex. We should all 
seek God’s wisdom in this moment and think creatively about how we might be able to care for 
others in our community.  

We will continue to update you on this evolving situation. We are not gathering this Sunday 
(March 15) and are recommending that certain midweek ministries also follow suit this week. This 
includes the Youth Group, the Choir, and other larger and more susceptible gatherings. We 
encourage you to continue to connect with your small groups at the discretion of your small group 
leader, understanding that small group connections are more important than ever in times like these. 
If you have any questions about whether or not your small group is meeting, contact your small 
group leader or Pastor Adam at adamduchin@novachurch.org. 

We are seeking to make the transition into using our online resources as easy as possible. 
You can continue sending prayer requests via email into Prayer@NovaChurch.org. You can 
continue to financially support Nova’s ministry through tithes, offerings, and Open campaign 
contributions by giving at NovaChurch.org/giving or by sending your support through the mail. If 
you have any questions or need help navigating the website, please email Thomas at 
thomaswhiteside@novachurch.org. Other resources will be made available in the coming days. 

The love of God has been strong in our community and will continue to be. Love one 
another and pray for one another. We are the church. May we continue to shine brightly in the 
darkness. 
 
Blessings, 
The Nova Staff 
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