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Dear Nova Family, 

It’s incredible how quickly things can change! Two weeks ago, the Nova Board met to determine the 

path ahead on our Open Campaign and Project. With excitement and anticipation, we looked forward to 

our Annual Meeting on March 29th where together our Nova congregation would decide how to proceed 

towards completing our Open vision. We had it all planned out! But then… 

Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, this past Sunday delivered a new experience. For the first time ever, 

Nova met online for worship. And while it wasn’t the same as gathering together in person, what a 

wonderful experience it was joining with other Nova people in worship from the comfort of our own 

“socially-distanced” homes. A huge thanks to our Nova Staff for putting together our first online worship 

experience on short notice.  

Following guidance from all levels of government and health officials, Nova will not hold in-person 

gatherings through the end of March, and then will re-evaluate on a week-to-week basis as more 

information comes to light. In the meantime, we will continue to worship together on Sundays through 

our new online format (www.novachurch.org/online), and seek out new opportunities throughout each 

week to be the church in love and service. As Pastor Dean reminded us on Sunday, “church” is not the 

place where we worship. The church is the body of Christ united together in action. 

BE THE CHURCH 

An old hymn echoes the words of John 13:35 with the lyrics “…they’ll know we are Christians by our 

love.” Brothers and sisters, this is our time! When the world seems to be crumbling, followers of Jesus 

throughout the centuries have responded with grace and love, often at great cost. As many of the 

comforts and security of our modern living are chipped away, may the world see in us a strong 

foundation built on our faith and hope in Christ. It is our mission – it has always been our mission – to 

share the hope of the gospel through our words and through acts of love. 

In this new season, look for ways to actively love a neighbor or co-worker, especially if you find yourself 

with some extra free time these days! Use whatever resources you have at your disposal to be a 

blessing. Most of all, provide hope to those who are hurting or are feeling lost. For this reason, as long 

as we are able, Nova will continue to serve our community through Feeding the Hungry, Laundry Love, 

and through our relationships with local assisted living homes. 

GIVING & RECEIVING 

We know that this season will be challenging for many Nova people. If you or someone you know needs 

assistance, please call or email a Nova leader or friend so we can utilize Nova resources to support you. 

Likewise, if you are in a position to provide help, consider: 

1) Giving to Nova’s Benevolence Fund, providing financial assistance to Nova people in need during 

this time (mail a check to the church office, or give at www.novachurch.com/giving) 

2) Joining a team of Nova Servants, volunteering your time to assist those who need help with 

shopping, delivering meals, or other tasks. (Sign up by sending an email to 

mail@novachurch.org) 

 

http://www.novachurch.org/online
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CHURCH BUSINESS 

Since we are unable to gather together for the next several weeks, the Annual Meeting must be 

postponed to an undetermined later date. To keep the business of the Church moving forward in the 

interim, the Nova Board has voted to continue operating to the current fiscal year budget on a month-

to-month basis, and to extend the terms of elected church officers until the Annual Meeting is held.  

LOOKING AHEAD 

Nova leadership will continue to provide various updates via email and at www.novachurch.org. If you 

would like to be added to the email list, send a message to mail@novachurch.org.  

We pray you are encouraged this week! While our own plans may be delayed or cancelled, God’s plan 

for His people and His world have not been thwarted. God is in control and we rest in Him and in His 

love for us. We know the end of the story. Let’s pray together that God will give us faith and boldness 

along this journey. 

 

Walking alongside you, 

 

Andrew Pitman and the Nova Board    Pastor Dean Mayeda and the Nova Staff 
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