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Additional   Notes   
  

New   Testament   Word   Study   
  

Joy   -    chara   (χαρά)   (59x)  
Rejoice   /   Glad   -    chairo   (χαίρω)   (74x)   
Rejoice   /   Celebrate   -    euphraino   (εὐφραίνω)   (14x)   
Rejoice   -    agalliao   (ἀγαλλιάω)   (11x)   
  

Mat   2:10   
When   they   saw   the   star,   they    rejoiced    exceedingly   with   great    joy .     
    

Mat   5:12   
“ Rejoice    and   be    glad ,   for   your   reward   in   heaven   is   great;   for   in   the   same   way   they   persecuted   the   
prophets   who   were   before   you.   
  

Mat   13:20   
“The   one   on   whom   seed   was   sown   on   the   rocky   places,   this   is   the   man   who   hears   the   word   and   
immediately   receives   it   with    joy ;     
    

Mat   13:44   
“The   kingdom   of   heaven   is   like   a   treasure   hidden   in   the   field,   which   a   man   found   and   hid   again;   and   from   
joy    over   it   he   goes   and   sells   all   that   he   has   and   buys   that   field.   
  

Mat   18:13   
“If   it   turns   out   that   he   finds   it,   truly   I   say   to   you,   he    rejoices    over   it   more   than   over   the   ninety-nine   which   
have   not   gone   astray.   
  

Mat   25:20-21   
“The   one   who   had   received   the   five   talents   came   up   and   brought   five   more   talents,   saying,   ‘Master,   you   
entrusted   five   talents   to   me.   See,   I   have   gained   five   more   talents.’   His   master   said   to   him,   ‘Well   done,   
good   and   faithful   slave.   You   were   faithful   with   a   few   things,   I   will   put   you   in   charge   of   many   things;   enter   
into   the    joy    of   your   master.’   
    

Mat   25:22-23   
“Also   the   one   who   had   received   the   two   talents   came   up   and   said,   ‘Master,   you   entrusted   two   talents   to   
me.   See,   I   have   gained   two   more   talents.’   His   master   said   to   him,   ‘Well   done,   good   and   faithful   slave.   You   
were   faithful   with   a   few   things,   I   will   put   you   in   charge   of   many   things;   enter   into   the    joy    of   your   master.’   
    

Mat   26:49   
Immediately   Judas   went   to   Jesus   and   said,   “ Hail ,   Rabbi!”   and   kissed   Him.   
  

Mat   27:29   
And   after   twisting   together   a   crown   of   thorns,   they   put   it   on   His   head,   and   a   reed   in   His   right   hand;   and   
they   knelt   down   before   Him   and   mocked   Him,   saying,   “ Hail ,   King   of   the   Jews!”   
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Mat   28:8-9   
And   they   left   the   tomb   quickly   with   fear   and   great    joy    and   ran   to   report   it   to   His   disciples.   And   behold,   
Jesus   met   them   and    greeted    them.   And   they   came   up   and   took   hold   of   His   feet   and   worshiped   Him.   
    

Mar   4:16   
“In   a   similar   way   these   are   the   ones   on   whom   seed   was   sown   on   the   rocky   places,   who,   when   they   hear   
the   word,   immediately   receive   it   with    joy ;     
  

Mar   14:11   
They   were    glad    when   they   heard   this,   and   promised   to   give   him   money.   And   he   began   seeking   how   to   
betray   Him   at   an   opportune   time.   
  

Mar   15:18   
and   they   began   to   acclaim   Him,   “ Hail ,   King   of   the   Jews!”   
  

Luk   1:14   
“You   will   have    joy    and   gladness,   and   many   will    rejoice    at   his   birth.   
  

Luk   1:28   
And   coming   in,   he   said   to   her,   “ Greetings ,   favored   one!   The   Lord   is   with   you.”   
  

Luk   1:47   
And   my   spirit   has    rejoiced    in   God   my   Savior.   
  

Luk   2:10   
But   the   angel   said   to   them,   “Do   not   be   afraid;   for   behold,   I   bring   you   good   news   of   great    joy    which   will   be   
for   all   the   people;   
    

Luk   6:23   
“Be    glad    in   that   day   and   leap    for   joy ,   for   behold,   your   reward   is   great   in   heaven.   For   in   the   same   way   their   
fathers   used   to   treat   the   prophets.   
  

Luk   8:13   
“Those   on   the   rocky   soil   are   those   who,   when   they   hear,   receive   the   word   with    joy ;   and   these   have   no   
firm   root;   they   believe   for   a   while,   and   in   time   of   temptation   fall   away.   
  

Luk   10:17   
The   seventy   returned   with    joy ,   saying,   “Lord,   even   the   demons   are   subject   to   us   in   Your   name.”   
  

Luk   10:20-21   
“Nevertheless   do   not    rejoice    in   this,   that   the   spirits   are   subject   to   you,   but    rejoice    that   your   names   are   
recorded   in   heaven.”   At   that   very   time   He    rejoiced     greatly    in   the   Holy   Spirit,   and   said,   “I   praise   You,   O   
Father,   Lord   of   heaven   and   earth,   that   You   have   hidden   these   things   from   the   wise   and   intelligent   and   
have   revealed   them   to   infants.   Yes,   Father,   for   this   way   was   well-pleasing   in   Your   sight.   
  

Luk   12:19-20   
And   I   will   say   to   my   soul,   ‘Soul,   you   have   many   goods   laid   up   for   many   years   to   come;   take   your   ease,   
eat,   drink   and   be    merry .’   But   God   said   to   him,   ‘You   fool!   This   very   night   your   soul   is   required   of   you;   and   
now   who   will   own   what   you   have   prepared?’   
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Luk   13:17   
As   He   said   this,   all   His   opponents   were   being   humiliated;   and   the   entire   crowd   was    rejoicing    over   all   the   
glorious   things   being   done   by   Him.   
  

Luk   15:5   
“When   he   has   found   it,   he   lays   it   on   his   shoulders,    rejoicing .     
    

Luk   15:7   
“I   tell   you   that   in   the   same   way,   there   will   be   more    joy    in   heaven   over   one   sinner   who   repents   than   over   
ninety-nine   righteous   persons   who   need   no   repentance.   
    

Luk   15:10   
“In   the   same   way,   I   tell   you,   there   is    joy    in   the   presence   of   the   angels   of   God   over   one   sinner   who   
repents.”   
    

Luk   15:23-24   
and   bring   the   fattened   calf,   kill   it,   and   let   us   eat   and    celebrate ;   for   this   son   of   mine   was   dead   and   has   
come   to   life   again;   he   was   lost   and   has   been   found.’   And   they   began   to    celebrate .     
  

Luk   15:29   
“But   he   answered   and   said   to   his   father,   ‘Look!   For   so   many   years   I   have   been   serving   you   and   I   have   
never   neglected   a   command   of   yours;   and   yet   you   have   never   given   me   a   young   goat,   so   that   I   might   
celebrate    with   my   friends;  
  

Luk   15:32   
‘But   we   had   to    celebrate    and    rejoice ,   for   this   brother   of   yours   was   dead   and   has   begun   to   live,   and   was   
lost   and   has   been   found.’”   
  

Luk   16:19-20   
“Now   there   was   a   rich   man,   and   he   habitually   dressed   in   purple   and   fine   linen,    joyously   living    in   
splendor   every   day.   And   a   poor   man   named   Lazarus   was   laid   at   his   gate,   covered   with   sores   
  

Luk   19:5-6   
When   Jesus   came   to   the   place,   He   looked   up   and   said   to   him,   “Zaccheus,   hurry   and   come   down,   for   
today   I   must   stay   at   your   house.”   And   he   hurried   and   came   down   and   received   Him    gladly .     
  

Luk   19:37   
As   soon   as   He   was   approaching,   near   the   descent   of   the   Mount   of   Olives,   the   whole   crowd   of   the   
disciples   began   to   praise   God    joyfully    with   a   loud   voice   for   all   the   miracles   which   they   had   seen,   
  

Luk   22:3-5   
And   Satan   entered   into   Judas   who   was   called   Iscariot,   belonging   to   the   number   of   the   twelve.   And   he   
went   away   and   discussed   with   the   chief   priests   and   officers   how   he   might   betray   Him   to   them.   They   were   
glad    and   agreed   to   give   him   money.   
  

Luk   23:8   
Now   Herod   was   very    glad    when   he   saw   Jesus;   for   he   had   wanted   to   see   Him   for   a   long   time,   because   he   
had   been   hearing   about   Him   and   was   hoping   to   see   some   sign   performed   by   Him.   
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Luk   24:40-41   
And   when   He   had   said   this,   He   showed   them   His   hands   and   His   feet.   While   they   still   could   not   believe   it   
because   of   their    joy    and   amazement,   He   said   to   them,   “Have   you   anything   here   to   eat?”   
    

Luk   24:51-53   
While   He   was   blessing   them,   He   parted   from   them   and   was   carried   up   into   heaven.   And   they,   after   
worshiping   Him,   returned   to   Jerusalem   with   great    joy ,   and   were   continually   in   the   temple   praising   God.   
    

Jhn   3:29   
“He   who   has   the   bride   is   the   bridegroom;   but   the   friend   of   the   bridegroom,   who   stands   and   hears   him,   
rejoices     greatly    because   of   the   bridegroom’s   voice.   So   this    joy    of   mine   has   been   made   full.   
    

Jhn   4:36   
“Already   he   who   reaps   is   receiving   wages   and   is   gathering   fruit   for   life   eternal;   so   that   he   who   sows   and   
he   who   reaps   may    rejoice    together.   
  

Jhn   5:35   
“He   was   the   lamp   that   was   burning   and   was   shining   and   you   were   willing   to    rejoice    for   a   while   in   his   light.   
  

Jhn   8:56   
“Your   father   Abraham    rejoiced    to   see   My   day,   and   he   saw   it   and   was    glad .”     
  

Jhn   11:14-15  
So   Jesus   then   said   to   them   plainly,   “Lazarus   is   dead,   and    I   am   glad    for   your   sakes   that   I   was   not   there,   
so   that   you   may   believe;   but   let   us   go   to   him.”   
  

Jhn   14:28   
“You   heard   that   I   said   to   you,   ‘I   go   away,   and   I   will   come   to   you.’   If   you   loved   Me,   you   would   have   
rejoiced    because   I   go   to   the   Father,   for   the   Father   is   greater   than   I.   
  

Jhn   15:11   
“These   things   I   have   spoken   to   you   so   that   My    joy    may   be   in   you,   and   that   your    joy    may   be   made   full.   
    

Jhn   16:20-24   
“Truly,   truly,   I   say   to   you,   that   you   will   weep   and   lament,   but   the   world   will    rejoice ;   you   will   grieve,   but   your   
grief   will   be   turned   into    joy .   Whenever   a   woman   is   in   labor   she   has   pain,   because   her   hour   has   come;   but   
when   she   gives   birth   to   the   child,   she   no   longer   remembers   the   anguish   because   of   the    joy    that   a   child   
has   been   born   into   the   world.   “Therefore   you   too   have   grief   now;   but   I   will   see   you   again,   and   your   heart   
will    rejoice ,   and   no   one   will   take   your    joy    away   from   you.   In   that   day   you   will   not   question   Me   about   
anything.   Truly,   truly,   I   say   to   you,   if   you   ask   the   Father   for   anything   in   My   name,   He   will   give   it   to   you.   
Until   now   you   have   asked   for   nothing   in   My   name;   ask   and   you   will   receive,   so   that   your    joy    may   be   
made   full.   
    

Jhn   17:13   
“But   now   I   come   to   You;   and   these   things   I   speak   in   the   world   so   that   they   may   have   My    joy    made   full   in   
themselves.   
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Jhn   20:20   
And   when   He   had   said   this,   He   showed   them   both   His   hands   and   His   side.   The   disciples   then    rejoiced   
when   they   saw   the   Lord.   
  

Act   2:26   
‘THEREFORE   MY   HEART   WAS    GLAD    AND   MY   TONGUE    EXULTED ;   
MOREOVER   MY   FLESH   ALSO   WILL   LIVE   IN   HOPE;   
  

Act   5:41   
So   they   went   on   their   way   from   the   presence   of   the   Council,    rejoicing    that   they   had   been   considered   
worthy   to   suffer   shame   for   His   name.   
  

Act   7:41   
“At   that   time   they   made   a   calf   and   brought   a   sacrifice   to   the   idol,   and   were    rejoicing    in   the   works   of   their   
hands.   
  

Act   8:8   
So   there   was   much    rejoicing    in   that   city.   
  

Act   8:39   
When   they   came   up   out   of   the   water,   the   Spirit   of   the   Lord   snatched   Philip   away;   and   the   eunuch   no   
longer   saw   him,   but   went   on   his   way    rejoicing .     
  

Act   11:23   
Then   when   he   arrived   and   witnessed   the   grace   of   God,   he    rejoiced    and   began   to   encourage   them   all   
with   resolute   heart   to   remain   true   to   the   Lord;   
  

Act   12:14   
When   she   recognized   Peter’s   voice,   because   of   her    joy    she   did   not   open   the   gate,   but   ran   in   and   
announced   that   Peter   was   standing   in   front   of   the   gate.   
    

Act   13:48   
When   the   Gentiles   heard   this,   they   began    rejoicing    and   glorifying   the   word   of   the   Lord;   and   as   many   as  
had   been   appointed   to   eternal   life   believed.   
  

Act   13:52   
And   the   disciples   were   continually   filled   with    joy    and   with   the   Holy   Spirit.   
  

Act   15:3   
Therefore,   being   sent   on   their   way   by   the   church,   they   were   passing   through   both   Phoenicia   and   
Samaria,   describing   in   detail   the   conversion   of   the   Gentiles,   and   were   bringing   great    joy    to   all   the   
brethren.   
  

Act   15:23   
and   they   sent   this   letter   by   them,   “The   apostles   and   the   brethren   who   are   elders,   to   the   brethren   in   
Antioch   and   Syria   and   Cilicia   who   are   from   the   Gentiles,    greetings .     
  

Act   15:31   
When   they   had   read   it,   they    rejoiced    because   of   its   encouragement.   
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Act   16:34   
And   he   brought   them   into   his   house   and   set   food   before   them,   and    rejoiced   greatly ,   having   believed   in   
God   with   his   whole   household.   
  

Act   23:26   
“Claudius   Lysias,   to   the   most   excellent   governor   Felix,    greetings .     
  

Rom   12:12   
rejoicing    in   hope,   persevering   in   tribulation,   devoted   to   prayer,   
  

Rom   12:15   
Rejoice    with   those   who    rejoice ,   and   weep   with   those   who   weep.   
  

Rom   14:17   
for   the   kingdom   of   God   is   not   eating   and   drinking,   but   righteousness   and   peace   and    joy    in   the   Holy   Spirit.   
  

Rom   15:10   
Again   he   says,   “ REJOICE ,   O   GENTILES,   WITH   HIS   PEOPLE.”   
  

Rom   15:13   
Now   may   the   God   of   hope   fill   you   with   all    joy    and   peace   in   believing,   so   that   you   will   abound   in   hope   by   
the   power   of   the   Holy   Spirit.   
  

Rom   15:32   
so   that   I   may   come   to   you   in    joy    by   the   will   of   God   and   find   refreshing   rest   in   your   company.   
    

Rom   16:19   
For   the   report   of   your   obedience   has   reached   to   all;   therefore   I   am    rejoicing    over   you,   but   I   want   you   to   
be   wise   in   what   is   good   and   innocent   in   what   is   evil.   
  

1Co   7:30   
and   those   who   weep,   as   though   they   did   not   weep;   and   those   who    rejoice ,   as   though   they   did   not   
rejoice ;   and   those   who   buy,   as   though   they   did   not   possess;   
  

1Co   13:6   
does   not    rejoice    in   unrighteousness,   but   rejoices   with   the   truth;   
  

1Co   16:17   
I    rejoice    over   the   coming   of   Stephanas   and   Fortunatus   and   Achaicus,   because   they   have   supplied   what   
was   lacking   on   your   part.   
  

2Co   1:24   
Not   that   we   lord   it   over   your   faith,   but   are   workers   with   you   for   your    joy ;   for   in   your   faith   you   are   standing   
firm.   
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2Co   2:2-3   
For   if   I   cause   you   sorrow,   who   then    makes    me    glad    but   the   one   whom   I   made   sorrowful?   This   is   the   very   
thing   I   wrote   you,   so   that   when   I   came,   I   would   not   have   sorrow   from   those   who   ought   to   make   me   
rejoice ;   having   confidence   in   you   all   that   my    joy    would   be    the   joy    of   you   all.   
    

2Co   6:10   
as   sorrowful   yet   always    rejoicing ,   as   poor   yet   making   many   rich,   as   having   nothing   yet   possessing   all   
things.   
  

2Co   7:4   
Great   is   my   confidence   in   you;   great   is   my   boasting   on   your   behalf.   I   am   filled   with   comfort;   I   am   
overflowing   with    joy    in   all   our   affliction.   
    

2Co   7:7   
and   not   only   by   his   coming,   but   also   by   the   comfort   with   which   he   was   comforted   in   you,   as   he   reported   to   
us   your   longing,   your   mourning,   your   zeal   for   me;   so   that   I    rejoiced    even   more.   
  

2Co   7:9   
I   now    rejoice ,   not   that   you   were   made   sorrowful,   but   that   you   were   made   sorrowful   to   the   point   of   
repentance;   for   you   were   made   sorrowful   according   to   the   will   of   God,   so   that   you   might   not   suffer   loss   in   
anything   through   us.   
  

2Co   7:13   
For   this   reason   we   have   been   comforted.   And   besides   our   comfort,   we    rejoiced    even   much   more   for   the   
joy    of   Titus,   because   his   spirit   has   been   refreshed   by   you   all.   
  

2Co   7:16   
I    rejoice    that   in   everything   I   have   confidence   in   you.   
  

2Co   8:2   
that   in   a   great   ordeal   of   affliction   their   abundance   of    joy    and   their   deep   poverty   overflowed   in   the   wealth   
of   their   liberality.   
  

2Co   13:9   
For   we    rejoice    when   we   ourselves   are   weak   but   you   are   strong;   this   we   also   pray   for,   that   you   be   made   
complete.   
  

2Co   13:11   
Finally,   brethren,    rejoice ,   be   made   complete,   be   comforted,   be   like-minded,   live   in   peace;   and   the   God   of   
love   and   peace   will   be   with   you.   
  

Gal   4:27   
For   it   is   written,   “ REJOICE ,   BARREN   WOMAN   WHO   DOES   NOT   BEAR;   BREAK   FORTH   AND   SHOUT,   
YOU   WHO   ARE   NOT   IN   LABOR;   FOR   MORE   NUMEROUS   ARE   THE   CHILDREN   OF   THE   DESOLATE   
THAN   OF   THE   ONE   WHO   HAS   A   HUSBAND.”   
  

Gal   5:22   
But   the   fruit   of   the   Spirit   is   love,    joy ,   peace,   patience,   kindness,   goodness,   faithfulness,   
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Phl   1:4   
always   offering   prayer   with    joy    in   my   every   prayer   for   you   all,   
  

Phl   1:18   
What   then?   Only   that   in   every   way,   whether   in   pretense   or   in   truth,   Christ   is   proclaimed;   and   in   this   I   
rejoice .   Yes,   and   I   will    rejoice ,     
  

Phl   1:25   
Convinced   of   this,   I   know   that   I   will   remain   and   continue   with   you   all   for   your   progress   and    joy    in   the   faith,   
  

Phl   2:2   
make   my    joy    complete   by   being   of   the   same   mind,   maintaining   the   same   love,   united   in   spirit,   intent   on   
one   purpose.   
    

Phl   2:17   
But   even   if   I   am   being   poured   out   as   a   drink   offering   upon   the   sacrifice   and   service   of   your   faith,   I    rejoice   
and   share   my   joy   with   you   all.   
  

Phl   2:18   
You   too,   I   urge   you,    rejoice    in   the   same   way   and   share   your   joy   with   me.   
  

Phl   2:28-29   
Therefore   I   have   sent   him   all   the   more   eagerly   so   that   when   you   see   him   again   you   may    rejoice    and   I   
may   be   less   concerned   about   you.   Receive   him   then   in   the   Lord   with   all    joy ,   and   hold   men   like   him   in   
high   regard;   
    

Phl   3:1   
Finally,   my   brethren,    rejoice    in   the   Lord.   To   write   the   same   things   again   is   no   trouble   to   me,   and   it   is   a   
safeguard   for   you.   
  

Phl   4:1   
Therefore,   my   beloved   brethren   whom   I   long   to   see,   my    joy    and   crown,   in   this   way   stand   firm   in   the   Lord,   
my   beloved.   
    

Phl   4:4   
Rejoice    in   the   Lord   always;   again   I   will   say,    rejoice !     
  

Phl   4:10   
But   I    rejoiced    in   the   Lord   greatly,   that   now   at   last   you   have   revived   your   concern   for   me;   indeed,   you   
were   concerned   before,   but   you   lacked   opportunity.   
  

Col   1:11   
strengthened   with   all   power,   according   to   His   glorious   might,   for   the   attaining   of   all   steadfastness   and   
patience;    joyously     
  

Col   1:24   
Now   I    rejoice    in   my   sufferings   for   your   sake,   and   in   my   flesh   I   do   my   share   on   behalf   of   His   body,   which   is   
the   church,   in   filling   up   what   is   lacking   in   Christ’s   afflictions.   
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Col   2:5   
For   even   though   I   am   absent   in   body,   nevertheless   I   am   with   you   in   spirit,    rejoicing    to   see   your   good   
discipline   and   the   stability   of   your   faith   in   Christ.   
  

1Th   1:6   
You   also   became   imitators   of   us   and   of   the   Lord,   having   received   the   word   in   much   tribulation   with   the    joy   
of   the   Holy   Spirit,   
    

1Th   2:19   
For   who   is   our   hope   or    joy    or   crown   of   exultation?   Is   it   not   even   you,   in   the   presence   of   our   Lord   Jesus   at   
His   coming?   
    

1Th   2:20   
For   you   are   our   glory   and    joy .     
    

1Th   3:9   
For   what   thanks   can   we   render   to   God   for   you   in   return   for   all   the    joy    with   which   we    rejoice    before   our   
God   on   your   account,   
  

1Th   5:16   
Rejoice    always;   
  

2Ti   1:4   
longing   to   see   you,   even   as   I   recall   your   tears,   so   that   I   may   be   filled   with    joy .     
    

Phm   1:7   
For   I   have   come   to   have   much    joy    and   comfort   in   your   love,   because   the   hearts   of   the   saints   have   been   
refreshed   through   you,   brother.   
    

Heb   10:34   
For   you   showed   sympathy   to   the   prisoners   and   accepted    joyfully    the   seizure   of   your   property,   knowing   
that   you   have   for   yourselves   a   better   possession   and   a   lasting   one.   
    

Heb   12:2   
fixing   our   eyes   on   Jesus,   the   author   and   perfecter   of   faith,   who   for   the    joy    set   before   Him   endured   the   
cross,   despising   the   shame,   and   has   sat   down   at   the   right   hand   of   the   throne   of   God.   
    

Heb   12:11   
All   discipline   for   the   moment   seems   not   to   be    joyful ,   but   sorrowful;   yet   to   those   who   have   been   trained   by   
it,   afterwards   it   yields   the   peaceful   fruit   of   righteousness.   
  

Heb   13:17   
Obey   your   leaders   and   submit   to   them,   for   they   keep   watch   over   your   souls   as   those   who   will   give   an   
account.   Let   them   do   this   with    joy    and   not   with   grief,   for   this   would   be   unprofitable   for   you.   
    

Jas   1:1-2  
James,   a   bond-servant   of   God   and   of   the   Lord   Jesus   Christ,   To   the   twelve   tribes   who   are   dispersed   
abroad:    Greetings .   Consider   it   all    joy ,   my   brethren,   when   you   encounter   various   trials,   
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Jas   4:9   
Be   miserable   and   mourn   and   weep;   let   your   laughter   be   turned   into   mourning   and   your    joy    to   gloom.   
    

1Pe   1:6-8   
In   this   you    greatly   rejoice ,   even   though   now   for   a   little   while,   if   necessary,   you   have   been   distressed   by  
various   trials,   so   that   the   proof   of   your   faith,   being   more   precious   than   gold   which   is   perishable,   even  
though   tested   by   fire,   may   be   found   to   result   in   praise   and   glory   and   honor   at   the   revelation   of   Jesus   
Christ;   and   though   you   have   not   seen   Him,   you   love   Him,   and   though   you   do   not   see   Him   now,   but   
believe   in   Him,   you    greatly   rejoice    with    joy    inexpressible   and   full   of   glory,   
  

1Pe   4:13   
but   to   the   degree   that   you   share   the   sufferings   of   Christ,   keep   on    rejoicing ,   so   that   also   at   the   revelation   
of   His   glory   you   may    rejoice    with    exultation .   
  

1Jo   1:4   
These   things   we   write,   so   that   our    joy    may   be   made   complete.   
    

2Jo   1:10-12   
If   anyone   comes   to   you   and   does   not   bring   this   teaching,   do   not   receive   him   into   your   house,   and   do   not   
give   him   a    greeting ;   for   the   one   who   gives   him   a    greeting    participates   in   his   evil   deeds.   Though   I   have   
many   things   to   write   to   you,   I   do   not   want   to   do   so   with   paper   and   ink;   but   I   hope   to   come   to   you   and   
speak   face   to   face,   so   that   your    joy    may   be   made   full.   
    

3Jo   1:3-4   
For   I   was   very    glad    when   brethren   came   and   testified   to   your   truth,   that   is,   how   you   are   walking   in   truth.   I   
have   no   greater    joy    than   this,   to   hear   of   my   children   walking   in   the   truth.   
  

Rev   11:10   
And   those   who   dwell   on   the   earth   will    rejoice    over   them   and    celebrate ;   and   they   will   send   gifts   to   one   
another,   because   these   two   prophets   tormented   those   who   dwell   on   the   earth.   
  

Rev   12:12   
“For   this   reason,    rejoice ,   O   heavens   and   you   who   dwell   in   them.   Woe   to   the   earth   and   the   sea,   because   
the   devil   has   come   down   to   you,   having   great   wrath,   knowing   that   he   has   only   a   short   time.”   
  

Rev   18:20   
“ Rejoice    over   her,   O   heaven,   and   you   saints   and   apostles   and   prophets,   because   God   has   pronounced   
judgment   for   you   against   her.”   
  

Rev   19:7   
“Let   us    rejoice    and   be    glad    and   give   the   glory   to   Him,   for   the   marriage   of   the   Lamb   has   come   and   His   
bride   has   made   herself   ready.”   
  

____________   
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JOY    -   Dictionary   of   Biblical   Imagery   (p.   464-466).   
  

C.   S.   Lewis   called   joy   an   “unsatisfied   desire   which   is   itself   more   desirable   than   any   other   satisfaction.”   He   
labels   it   “joy”   and   says   that   it   “must   be   sharply   distinguished   both   from   happiness   and   from   pleasure”   
(Lewis,   17-18).   Lewis   found   joy   because   he   found   God   as   its   source.     
  

With   nearly   four   hundred   instances   of   the   specific   vocabulary   of   joy   and   rejoicing,   joy   is   a   major   motif   in   
the   Bible.   While   there   is   joy   in   human   life   in   the   earthly   realm,   such   as   joy   at   a   victory   (Ps   20:5)   or   a   
harvest   (Is   9:3),   its   overwhelming   context   is   spiritual.   The   emphasis   is   encapsulated   in   famous   verses   
expressing   the   sentiment   that   “the   joy   of   the   Lord   is   your   strength”   (Neh   8:10   NIV)   and   petitioning   God   to   
“restore   to   me   the   joy   of   your   salvation”   (Ps   51:12   NIV).   Joy   and   rejoicing   are   a   special   preoccupation   in   
the   psalms   (approximately   80   references)   and   the   Gospels   (approximately   40   references).     
  

Joy   is   a   by-product   of   life   with   God.   Joy   is   not   found   by   seeking   it   as   an   end   in   itself.   It   must   be   given   by   
God   (Job   8:21;   Ps   4:7;   36:8).   Therefore,   it   is   received   by   faith   with   the   gift   of   salvation   (1   Sam   2:1;   Ps   
5:11;   13:5;   20:5;   21:1,   6;   33:21;   35:9;   40:16;   Is   12:1;   25:9;   Hab   3:18;   Lk   1:47;   2:10).   In   the   OT,   joy   comes   
with   God’s   presence   (1   Chron   16:27;   Job   22:21-26;   Ps   9:2;   16:5-11).   In   the   NT   that   presence   is   identified   
as   the   Holy   Spirit   (Acts   13:52;   Rom   15:13;   Gal   5:22;   Eph   5:18,   19;   1   Thess   1:6).     
  

Joy   is   something   that   fills   a   person   (Ps   4:7;   16:11),   and   is   frequently   associated   with   the   heart   (Ps   4:7;   
19:8).   “A   cheerful   look   brings   joy   to   the   heart”   (Prov   15:30).   The   heart   can   leap   (Ps   28:7)   or   “throb   and   
swell   with   joy”   (Is   60:5).   Tongues   are   filled   with   “songs   of   joy”   (Ps   126:2),   and   a   joyful   heart   brings   forth   
song   (Is   65:14).   This   energetic   welling   up   of   emotion   frequently   manifests   itself   in   *shouting   and   *singing   
(approximately   two   dozen   references   for   each),   so   that   the   psalms   resound   with   a   chorus   of   shouts   and   
songs   of   joy.     
  

Even   creation   joins   its   voice   in   joy.   “Tabor   and   Hermon   sing   for   joy   at   your   name”   (Ps   89:12);   “all   the   trees   
of   the   forest   will   sing   for   joy”   (Ps   96:12);   the   mountains   are   called   on   to   “sing   together   for   joy”   (Ps   98:6);   
and   as   God   restores   Israel,   the   heavens   are   called   upon   to   sing   and   shout   for   joy   (Is   44:23;   49:13).     
  

Joy   can   sometimes   be   like   the   pleasure   or   pride   one   takes   in   a   fine   thing,   a   splendid   sight,   a   stirring   
symbol.   So   in   the   eyes   of   a   righteous   Israelite,   Mt.   Zion   is   “beautiful   in   its   loftiness,   the   joy   of   all   the   earth”   
(Ps   48:2;   cf.   Ps   137:6;   Lam   2:15).     
  

On   the   individual   level   the   penitent   sinner,   having   experienced   the   judgment   of   God,   petitions   God,   “let   
me   hear   joy   and   gladness;   let   the   bones   you   have   crushed   rejoice”   (Ps   51:8).   Joy   can   be   the   voice   of   
recovery   from   a   wayward   path   of   guilt.   The   transition   from   mourning   to   joy   is   like   turning   “wailing   into   
dancing,”   like   changing   out   of   sackcloth   into   garments   of   joy   (Ps   30:11);   the   transformation   is   readily   
apparent   to   those   who   watch.   And   for   the   righteous   there   is   the   assurance   that   “those   who   sow   in   tears   
will   reap   with   songs   of   joy”   (Ps   126:3).   God   delights   in   showing   his   favor   to   those   who   love   righteousness,   
distinguishing   them   above   their   peers   by   anointing   them   with   a   precious   cosmetic,   “the   oil   of   joy”   (Ps   
45:7).     
  

But   close   by   the   celebration   of   the   psalms   lies   the   sober   voice   of   wisdom   that   intones   the   proverb:   “Even   
in   laughter   the   heart   may   ache,   and   joy   may   turn   to   grief”   (Prov   14:13).   Or   again   we   read   that   a   righteous   
or   wise   son   brings   joy   to   a   father’s   heart   (Prov   15:20;   23:4;   27:11)   but   there   is   no   joy   for   the   father   of   a   
fool   (Prov   17:21).     
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Tragically,   under   national   judgment   Israel   declares   that   “joy   is   gone   from   our   hearts”   (Lam   5:15).   It   is   
“withered   away”   like   the   vine,   the   fig   and   the   pomegranate   on   the   trees   (Joel   1:12).   The   judgment   of   God   
brings   an   end   to   the   “sounds   of   joy   and   gladness,”   and   the   “voice   of   bride   and   bridegroom”   are   heard   in   
Jerusalem   no   more   (Jer   7:34;   16:9;   25:10).   But   the   day   will   come   when   they   will   be   heard   once   again   (Jer   
33:11).   “Everlasting   joy   will   crown   their   heads”   as   a   ransomed   Israel   returns   to   Zion,   and   “gladness   and   
joy”   will   overtake   them   (Is   35:10;   51:11;   cf.   61:7).     
  

It   is   fitting   then   that   joy   surrounds   the   birth   of   the   Messiah.   Even   the   unborn   Baptist   leaps   for   joy   in   
Elizabeth’s   womb   (Lk   1:44),   and   the   angels   proclaim   “good   news   of   great   joy”   (Lk   2:10).   There   is   an   
ephemeral   joy   that   gladly   receives   the   word   of   the   kingdom   and   then   withers,   a   condition   that   lacks   root   
(Mt   13:20;   Mk   4:16;   Lk   8:13),   but   an   authentic   joy   accompanies   the   announcement   of   the   kingdom.   Jesus   
himself   breaks   out   in   ecstatic   joy   in   praise   of   the   Father   who   has   revealed   things   to   “little   children”   (Lk   
10:21).   It   is   the   joy   of   the   shepherd   who   finds   his   lost   sheep   (Lk   15:6)   or   of   the   woman   who   finds   her   lost   
coin   (Lk   15:9).     
  

This   eschatological   aspect   of   joy   can   be   seen   as   Jesus   invokes   a   heavenly   scene   of   *angels   rejoicing   at   
the   repentance   of   even   one   sinner   (Lk   15:10).   On   the   return   of   the   seventy   from   a   mission   of   victory   over   
demonic   powers,   Jesus   shifts   the   attention   of   these   disciples   from   their   rejoicing   over   vanquished   spirits   
to   rejoicing   that   their   “names   are   written   in   heaven”   (Lk   10:20).   That   joy   will   not   be   fully   realized   until   the   
Great   Day   (Mt   5:21;   Jude   24).   In   the   meantime   the   Christian   is   “joyful   in   hope”   (Rom   12:12).     
  

For   Paul   and   other   NT   writers   there   is   a   paradox   to   joy,   for   it   prevails   in   the   midst   of   afflictions.   On   this   
side   of   heaven,   Christians   can   live   joyfully   in   a   fallen   world,   during   the   most   intense   persecution   and   
through   the   worst   *affliction.   A   vignette   of   this   joy   in   suffering   is   offered   as   Paul   and   Silas   are   in   a   
Philippian   jail,   praying   and   singing   hymns   at   midnight   (Acts   16:25).   Followers   of   Christ   have   the   powerful   
and   guiding   image   of   the   Savior   who   endured   the   cross   for   the   “joy   set   before   him”   (Heb   12:2).     
  

In   summary,   joy   is   experienced   through   God’s   means   of   grace   in   the   midst   of   life.   Knowledge   of   God’s   
Word   produces   joy   (Ps   19:8;   119:16,   111,   162,   165;   Jer   15:16),   *worship   evokes   it   (Ps   42:4;   43:4;   46:4;   
71:23;   100:1;   Lk   24:52;   Jas   5:13),   obedience   discovers   it   (Ps   32:11;   64:10;   68:3;   69:32;   87:15;   97:11;   
119:1;   Prov   10:28;   13:9;   29:6)   and   work   fosters   it   (Deut   12:18;   Ezra   6:22;   Eccles   2:24,   25).     
  

The   Bible   describes   the   “deep   power   of   joy”   by   demonstrating   it   to   be   more   powerful,   more   constant   and   
more   enduring   than   adverse   circumstances   (Jn   16:20-32;   Acts   16:25,   34;   Rom   14:17;   2   Cor   6:10;   7:4;   
8:2;   12:10;   Phil   4:4).   In   fact   the   Bible   urges   Christians   to   be   joyful   when   suffering   *persecution   for   the   
faith,   (Lk   6:22,   23)   because   in   it   they   identify   with   their   Savior   (1   Pet   4:13).   Every   *trial   is   an   opportunity   
for   joy,   because   it   furthers   the   Christian’s   *sanctification   (Jas   1:2;   1   Pet   1:8).   The   Bible   not   only   exhorts   
people   of   faith   to   find   joy   in   *suffering,   it   says   that   God   will   give   joy   at   the   end   of   difficulty   as   a   foretaste   of   
the   final   *redemption   (Ps   30:5,   11,   12;   51:8;   53:6;   85:6;   126:5,   6;   Is   35:1,   2,   10).   Joy   is   the   believer’s   
strength   in   the   midst   of   affliction   (Neh   8:10-12;   Ps   28:7).     
  

At   the   end   of   his   autobiography,   C.   S.   Lewis   captures   the   essence   of   joy   both   as   a   by-product   of   earthly   
life   with   Christ   and   as   a   foretaste   of   the   Christian’s   eternal   life   with   the   Savior:   “It   was   valuable   only   as   a   
pointer   to   something   other   and   outer.…   When   we   are   lost   in   the   woods   the   sight   of   a   signpost   is   a   great   
matter.   He   who   first   sees   it   cries,   ‘Look!’   the   whole   party   gathers   round   and   stares.   But   when   we   have   
found   the   road   and   are   passing   signposts   every   few   miles,   we   shall   not   stop   and   stare.   They   will   
encourage   us   and   we   shall   be   grateful   to   the   authority   that   set   them   up.   But   we   shall   not   stop   and   stare,   
or   not   much;   not   on   this   road,   though   their   pillars   are   of   silver   and   their   lettering   of   gold.   ‘We   would   be   at   
Jerusalem’”   (Lewis,   238).   
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HAPPINESS    -   Dictionary   of   Biblical   Imagery   (pp.   363-364)   
  

The   tired   farmer   has   finished   his   long   day   in   the   *vineyards.   The   sun   is   going   down.   He   sits   down   under   
one   of   the   many   *fig   trees   surrounding   his   humble   house.   His   wife,   who   spent   the   day   in   the   field   
alongside   her   husband,   sits   down   beside   him.   Looking   into   the   valley   below   at   the   fruitful   *vines,   they   
reflect   that   this   has   been   a   good   year.   The   crop   is   thriving.   They   gave   *birth   to   their   third   *child.   The   king,   
a   faithful   servant   of   Yahweh,   has   finally   secured   the   borders   and   guaranteed   the   *peace   and   safety   of   his   
people.   This   is   the   OT   image   of   happiness.     
  

Such   an   idyllic   image,   however,   was   probably   realized   only   briefly:   “During   Solomon’s   lifetime   Judah   and   
Israel,   from   Dan   to   Beersheba,   lived   in   safety,   each   man   under   his   own   vine   and   fig   tree”   (1   Kings   4:25   
NIV).   The   prophet   Micah   looked   forward   to   the   day   when   “every   man   will   sit   under   his   own   vine   and   under   
his   own   fig   tree,   and   no   one   will   make   them   afraid”   (Mic   4:4   NIV).   The   references   to   trees   harks   back   to   
Eden,   where   Adam   and   Eve   were   free   to   seek   rest   and   shade   under   the   *trees   of   the   *Garden   (Gen   2).   
The   God-fearing   man   was   promised:   “Your   wife   will   be   like   a   fruitful   vine   within   your   house;   your   sons   will   
be   like   olive   shoots   around   your   table”   (Ps   128:3   NIV;   cf.   Ps   113:9).   OT   depictions   of   bliss   include   military   
security,   agricultural   *abundance,   ownership   of   *land,   fertility   and   the   leisure   of   rest   in   the   shade.     
  

This   image   of   happiness   is   given   shape   by   the   *covenant   made   with   Abraham   (cf.   Gen   12,   15,   17).   The   
covenant   *blessings   of   the   Law   (e.g.,   Deut   28)   are   simply   the   outworking   of   these   promises.   Thus   under   
the   old   covenant,   happiness   was   a   sign   of   God’s   covenant   favor   and   the   proof   that   God   keeps   his   
promises.     
  

For   Israel   under   the   monarchy,   happiness   was   directly   connected   to   the   covenant   faithfulness   of   the   king.   
When   the   king   kept   the   covenant,   the   people   were   blessed.   Under   the   wise   rule   of   Solomon,   “The   people   
of   Judah   and   Israel   were   as   numerous   as   the   sand   on   the   seashore;   they   ate,   they   drank   and   they   were   
happy”   (1   Kings   4:20   NIV).   Even   the   Queen   of   Sheba   declared,   “How   happy   your   men   must   be!   How   
happy   your   officials,   who   continually   stand   before   you   and   hear   your   wisdom!”   (1   Kings   10:8   NIV).   It   is   
striking   that   not   once   after   the   death   of   Solomon   do   the   books   of   Kings   record   anyone’s   being   happy.     
  

The   NT   both   maintains   and   transforms   the   OT   image   of   happiness.   The   new   covenant   believer   is   still   
happy   under   the   shade   of   a   vine.   But   now   the   vine   is   Jesus   himself   (Jn   15:1).   And   his   kingdom,   now   
manifest   as   the   church,   gives   the   shade   of   happiness   to   all   who   seek   its   *protection   (Mk   4:30-32).   The   old   
covenant   image   was   primarily   in   terms   of   circumstantial   well-being.   The   new   covenant   image   of   
happiness   is   centered   on   the   person   Jesus   Christ:   “Rejoice   in   the   Lord   always.   I   will   say   it   again:   
Rejoice!”   (Phil   4:4   NIV).     
  

In   the   NT   happiness   has   a   moral   dimension.   One   is   to   use   it   not   just   for   self-indulgence   but   as   an  
occasion   of   thanksgiving:   “Is   anyone   happy?   Let   him   sing   songs   of   *praise”   (Jas   5:13   NIV).   There   is   also   
an   emphasis   in   the   NT   on   the   happiness   that   will   be   present   at   the   final   restoration.   Not   only   will   there   be   
no   more   tears   in   heaven,   but   the   sadness   and   alienation   that   marked   the   old   order   will   be   replaced,   for   
the   former   things   have   passed   away   (Rev   21:4   RSV).   
  
  
  


