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Actors Needed: Leader, Mary, Peter, John, 

Angel 1, Angel 2, Jesus

LEADER: Last week we ended the story on the 

worst day of Jesus’ life. A day that—though sad 

and terrible—brought new life for the world. We 

celebrate the day Jesus died on “Good Friday.” 

It was good because, through Jesus, we can 

have a restored relationship with God. Our sin 

is forgiven! Our debt has been paid! Jesus had 

fulfilled his mission.

But when Jesus died, his followers became 

very sad and confused. They felt as if all hope 

was gone. That’s where we begin today’s story. 

On the morning of the third day after Jesus 

died, Mary Magdalene, one of Jesus’ friends, 

went to the tomb with some other women. 

They saw that the stone had been rolled away 

and the tomb was empty. Mary immediately 

ran to tell Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples.

MARY (running to Peter and John): 

They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and 

we don’t know where they have laid him!

LEADER: Mary thought someone had stolen 

Jesus’ body! When Peter heard this, he and 

John took off running for the tomb.

(Peter looks concerned, pulls on John’s arm  

and the two of them run off stage. John runs 

back onto stage. He and Peter act out the 

following scene.)

LEADER: John got to the tomb first and peeked 

inside. There was no body—just the linen cloths 

the body had been wrapped up in! When Peter 

got to the tomb, he ran straight into the tomb 

and saw the same thing. Let me read what 

happened next right from the Bible.

“Then the other disciple, who had reached 

the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 

believed; for as yet they did not understand 

the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 

Then the disciples went back to their homes.”

Peter and John didn’t know exactly what 

had happened, but the book of Matthew 

tells us that after Mary Magdalene had left 

the tomb, angels appeared to the other 

women who had been with her, telling them 

that Jesus had risen!
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(Have Mary act out this scene.)  

LEADER (continued):  

Later, Mary Magdalene, who still thought 

Jesus’ body had been stolen, returned to the 

tomb. She stood outside crying. While she was 

crying, she bent her head down to look inside 

the tomb. Do you think she hoped that maybe 

she had seen wrong the first time and his body 

would be there? When she looked inside, she 

saw two angels sitting where Jesus’ body had 

been. They asked:

ANGELS: Woman, why are you crying?

MARY: They have taken my Lord away, and I 

don’t know where they have laid him.

LEADER: At that moment, Mary turned to see a 

man standing outside the tomb. She assumed 

he was the gardener. Do you know who he really 

was? (Allow guesses.) The man said:

JESUS: Woman, why are you weeping? Whom 

are you seeking?

MARY: Sir, if you have carried him away, tell 

me where you have laid him, and I will take 

him away.

JESUS: Mary. 

MARY: Teacher!

LEADER: Mary grabbed ahold of Jesus, but he 

told her to go tell his disciples what she had 

seen—that he was alive. And so she ran back to 

the disciples, saying:

MARY: I have seen the Lord!

LEADER: Let’s thank our actors for helping 

us with the story today! (Lead the children in 

clapping for the volunteers.) What an amazing 

story. Don’t you wish you could have been 

there to see it for yourself? I do. Jesus was 

alive! Not even death could stop God’s plan 

to save the world.

After Jesus rose again, he appeared to his 

disciples and over 500 other people. He was 

on earth for 40 days before he ascended into 

heaven. Before he left, he told his disciples 

to go into the whole world, teaching the good 

news and inviting people to join the Kingdom 

of God by believing in Jesus.

The End.


