


 Dedication 

 PEACE 

 Monday, November 28 

 Tuesday, November 29 

 Wednesday, November 30 

 Thursday, December 1 

 Friday, December 2 

 Saturday, December 3 

 HOPE 

 Monday, December 5 

 Tuesday, December 6 

 Wednesday, December 7 

 Thursday, December 8 

 Friday, December 9 

 Saturday, December 10 

 JOY 

 Monday, December 12 

 Tuesday, December 13 

 Wednesday, December 14 

 Thursday, December 15 

 Friday, December 16 

 Saturday, December 17 

 LOVE 

 Monday, December 19 

 Tuesday, December 20 

 Wednesday, December 21 

 Thursday, December 22 

 Friday, December 23 

 Saturday, December 24 



 The  people  of  Nova  Community  Church  present  to  you  the  2022 
 Advent Devotional. 

 When  I  think  of  the  Advent  season,  I  look  forward  to  singing,  O 
 Little  Town  of  Bethlehem.  This  Christmas  Hymn  has  a  memorable 
 line: “The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee…” 

 This reminds us of two realities and the ultimate resolution of both. 

 Our  lives  are  intertwined  with  the  experience  of  our  deepest  hopes 
 and greatest fears. 

 In  the  �rst  place,  we  are  grateful  that  our  only  hope  is  in  Jesus,  not 
 just  that  our  speci�c  life  circumstances  will  get  better.  Even  though 
 we  vacillate  between  minor  victories  and  things  not  going  the  way 
 we want, we still trust in the Lord. 

 Secondly,  whether  we  are  willing  to  admit  it  or  not,  we  all  have 
 something  we  are  fearful  of.  Our  fears  seem  to  be  somewhere 
 between  “What  if?”  and  “If  only.”  God  knows  us  intimately  –  the 
 depth  of  our  heart  and  the  craziness  of  our  fears.  We  waste  our  time 
 pretending to be brave before Almighty God. 

 The  hopes  and  fears  of  all  the  years  are  met  in  you,  Jesus,  not  merely 
 by  you.  Jesus,  you  aren’t  a  means  to  our  happiness.  You,  yourself,  are 
 our redemption, our joy, and our satisfaction. 

 This  Advent  season,  read,  re�ect,  pray,  and  meditate  on  the 
 scriptures,  and  writing  from  the  Nova  Family.  May  we  grow  in  the 
 glories of His righteousness and the wonders of His love. 

 With love and blessings, 

 Pastor Dean Mayeda 



 Peac� 



 ADVENT:  PEACE  | HOPE | JOY | LOVE 

 Monday, November 28, 2022 
 by Audrey Sanders 

 Read Psalm 34:11-14 

 “…Come, my children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

 Whoever of you loves life and desires to see many good days, keep your tongue 

 from evil and your lips from telling lies. Turn from evil and do good; 

 seek peace and pursue it. “ 

 Psalm 34:11-14 

 Peace in the Madness 

 Even  though  I’ve  been  a  Christian  for  nearly  all  my  life,  even  I  am 
 not  too  biased  to  admit  that  the  Bible  has  some  pretty  strange 
 passages.  For  example,  when  I  was  given  Psalm  34  to  write  a  devotion 
 on,  I  went  to  my  Bible  to  read  it,  and  my  eyes  fell  upon  the  little 
 blurb  of  context  that  my  study  Bible  gives  before  each  psalm.  Psalm 
 34  was  written  of  course,  by  David,  but  “when  he  pretended  to  be 
 insane before Abimelek, who drove him away, and he left.” 

 What? 

 Immediately,  I  searched  through  my  Bible,  pausing  only  to  search  for 
 more  context  on  my  phone.  At  last,  I  found  the  psalm’s  origin  -  1 
 Samuel  21:10-15.  David  has  been  on  the  run  from  Saul  for  a  while. 
 He  goes  to  a  place  called  Gath,  hoping  to  �nd  refuge,  but  the 
 townspeople  recognize  him  and  he  is  brought  before  their  king.  As  a 
 last-ditch  resort,  he  acts  like  a  madman,  trying  desperately  to 
 convince  the  king  of  Gath  that  this  David,  who  supposedly  can  “slay 
 tens  of  thousands,”  is  of  no  threat.  Abimelek,  king  of  Gath,  is 
 nothing  short  of  perturbed  by  David’  performance,  and  quickly 
 drives him away. 

 Left  at  peace,  or  as  close  to  peace  as  his  situation  can  o�er,  David 
 writes  Psalm  34.  The  psalm  starts  by  praising  God’s  faithfulness  in 
 answering  David’s  cry.  He  then  goes  on  to  encourage  future 
 generations  to  follow  God.  “Come,  my  children,”  he  says,  “I  will 



 teach  you  the  fear  of  the  Lord.”  He  calls  them  to  keep  their  tongues 
 from  evil  and  lies,  and  in  all  things,  turn  to  “do  good;  seek  peace  and 
 pursue it.” 

 Peace  is  very  hard  to  �nd  in  an  age  of  constant  distractions.  I  am 
 immensely  grateful  that  every  year  I  may  go  to  Hume  Lake  Christian 
 Camps  in  the  Sequoias  and  spend  a  week  without  distractions. 
 There,  with  no  electronics,  no  cell  service,  even  the  absence  of 
 airplanes  hovering  above  us,  I  can  be  alone  with  God  in  a  beautiful 
 place  He  has  given  us.  As  we  came  down  the  mountain  this  past 
 summer,  I  truly  longed  to  be  free  of  the  burden  of  using  my  cell 
 phone.  At  Hume,  it  is  not  needed,  and  I  can  easily  get  through  a 
 week  with  barely  touching  it.  But  back  here,  it  is  nigh  impossible  to 
 go  for  a  few  hours  without  my  phone.  It  is  just  how  our  society  is 
 structured  -  it  is  the  way  I  communicate  with  others,  do  my 
 homework, plan activities. 

 God  is  always  with  us,  just  amongst  all  our  distractions,  it  can  be 
 very  hard  to  hear  Him  sometimes.  We  need  to  turn  to  God,  as  David 
 says,  and  actively  pursue  the  peace  that  only  comes  with  His 
 presence.  This  comes  about  by  setting  time  aside  for  Him,  away  from 
 things  that  may  distract  us.  For  me,  this  is  going  on  walks  or  hikes; 
 �nding  quiet,  secluded  areas;  and  just  reading  my  Bible  and  praying, 
 as  the  �rst  thing  I  do  in  the  morning,  or  in  the  quiet  of  the  night, 
 when everyone else is asleep. 

 Despite  my  best  e�orts,  however,  I  am  often  challenged  with  �nding 
 peace.  As  someone  who  has  a  nasty  habit  of  overthinking  everything  , 
 peace  is  a  great  thing  I  struggle  with.  I  constantly  obsess  over  my 
 past,  how  it  will  a�ect  my  present,  and  how  that  will  a�ect  my 
 future.  Encouraging  passages  like  Jeremiah  29:11  and  even  Matthew 
 26:25-34  do  little  to  ease  my  su�ering,  but  perhaps  it  is  because  I  do 
 not  allow  patience  to  lead  to  God’s  peace.  Peace  takes  patience. 
 Perhaps that is why it is so hard for many of us to obtain. 

 Psalm  34  is  not  a  prophet’s  revelation  of  God’s  plans,  nor  the 
 teachings  of  Jesus,  God  himself.  It  is  a  song,  written  by  a  young  man 
 on  the  run,  who  is  desperately  searching  for  peace.  Regardless  of  his 
 problems,  the  chaos  he  lives  in,  or  the  turmoil  he  is  facing,  David 



 does  not  lose  hope.  He  looks  to  the  future,  and  he  encourages  us  that 
 through  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  we  will  love  life  and  “see  many  good 
 days.” 

 REFLECT 

 We  all  have  things  that  distract  us  and  cause  us  to  procrastinate  on 
 God.  What  are  yours?  How  can  you  discipline  yourself  with  these 
 things and strive to set aside time in your day for God? 

 PRAY 

 Lord,  I  ask  You  to  �ll  me  with  your  peace.  Help  me  not  to  worry 
 about  the  future,  but  remember  that  You  have  a  plan  for  me,  and  in 
 all  things,  know  what’s  best  for  me.  Help  me  be  patient,  and  know 
 that  Your  peace  does  not  come  instantly.  Fill  me  with  Your  Spirit, 
 and  give  me  the  strength  I  need  to  strive  for  Your  peace.  Thank  You 
 for sending Your son. In His Name I pray, Amen. 



 ADVENT:  PEACE  | HOPE | JOY | LOVE 

 Tuesday, November 29, 2022 
 by Jason Corcoran 

 Read Isaiah 26:1-4 

 …You will keep in perfect peace 

 those whose minds are steadfast, 

 because they trust in you… 

 Isaiah 26:3 

 A Song Will Be Sung 

 Imagine  if  you  will  God's  protection,  his  promise,  provision,  and  his 
 love,  a  forti�ed  city.  The  tribe  of  Judah  were  for  the  most  part  a 
 nomadic  people  who  traveled  from  place  to  place,  living  in  tents, 
 subject  to  the  elements,  nature,  and  even  unfriendly  locals.  A  people 
 who would not normally know the luxury a�orded by such a place. 

 A  city  with  forti�ed  walls  given  the  name  "salvation"  to  all  who 
 enter.  And  who  may  enter?  The  righteous  nation,  those  that  keep 
 the  faith.  Imagine  the  safety  and  the  peace  one  would  feel,  residing 
 here,  bringing  one's  family  here.  Free  from  the  threat  of  harm, 
 surrounded  by  those  who  love  the  King.  A  picture  of  heaven  on 
 earth. 

 The  scriptures  go  on  to  indicate  that  this  state  of  being  can  be  ours. 
 That  those  who  trust  in  God  will  have  steadfast  minds  and  can  have 
 perfect peace. 

 The word here for perfect peace is 
 "SHALOM." 

 Shalom means peace but not just peace. 

 To  experience  Shalom  is  to  be  in  a  state  of  sound  body  and  mind.  “I 
 am  well,  those  I  love  are  well,  the  things  that  concern  me,  the  things 
 around me are well…” 

 Shalom  is  a  feeling  of  being  complete  or  whole.  “I  am  what  I  was 
 created  to  be,  and  I  am  doing  what  I  was  created  to  do.  I  look  at  the 



 ones  I  love  and  the  things  I  care  for  and  they  too  are  exactly  as  God 
 has intended.” 

 Shalom  is  a  state  of  welfare  or  safety.  “I  fear  nothing,  there  is  no  one 
 or thing that keeps me up at night, I am at peace.” 

 In  Hebrew  tradition,  to  proclaim  Shalom  over  someone  wasn't  a 
 passive  greeting  but  an  expressed  desire  to  come  alongside  another  to 
 help  them  achieve  real  peace.  "Shalom"  I  am  for  you,  I  am  with  you, 
 you  and  your  family  matter  to  me,  the  things  that  are  on  your  heart, 
 are on mine as well, your peace and wellbeing matter to me. 

 It's  from  this  place  that  I  hope  we  can  hear  God's  heart.  He  longs  for 
 you  to  trust  Him,  so  that  we  would  have  perfect  peace.  He  doesn’t 
 long  from  afar,  nor  in  a  passive  manner,  but  he  meets  us  where  we 
 are,  and  perfectly  meets  the  needs  that  we  have.  He  longs  for  us  to 
 enter  his  embrace,  his  city,  and  to  sing  the  song  of  our  salvation.  In 
 the midst of all the world throws at us, he is our refuge. 

 "The LORD himself is the Rock eternal." 

 REFLECT 

 The  promise  of  God  isn’t  that  we  would  be  free  of  troubles,  but  that 
 in  the  midst  of  all  life’s  troubles  His  walls  would  be  our  salvation. 
 Trust in the Lord and allow his walls to be your peace. 

 PRAY 

 Father,  thank  you  for  your  Word  and  your  promise.  Help  me  to 
 remember  that  you  are  the  Rock  Eternal,  worthy  of  my  song  and  my 
 trust  in  all  things.  Guide  me  and  direct  me  that  I  would  place  my 
 faith  in  you  at  all  times  and  enter  into  that  perfect  peace  you  have 
 called all of us into. 



 ADVENT:  PEACE  | HOPE | JOY | LOVE 

 Wednesday, November 30, 2022 
 by Leland Vaughan 

 Read John 14:15-27 

 …peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 

 gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

 John 14:25-27 

 DON’T WORRY 

 I  was  just  eighteen  years  old,  fresh  out  of  high  school,  and  into  my 
 �rst  year  in  the  Marines.  This  was  my  �rst  time  living  apart  from  my 
 family,  as  I  had  rarely,  if  at  all,  left  the  city  I  grew  up  in.  I  was  now 
 living  in  California  and  wasn’t  sure  how  to  adjust.  For  the  �rst  time 
 in  my  life,  I  started  to  worry.  How  was  I  going  to  adapt  to  this  new 
 life/environment?  Will  I  get  along  with  the  people  I  will  be  working 
 and  living  with?  Or,  the  most  pressing  question  that  I  had  was,  when 
 was the �rst deployment overseas going to occur? 

 As  I  re�ect  back  on  this  time  in  my  life,  I  often  wonder  how  my 
 initial  thoughts  to  those  questions  would  have  been  had  I 
 understood  what  the  lord  has  to  o�er  us.  There  were  situations 
 where  I  didn’t  know  the  answers  or  what  the  outcomes  would  be.  I 
 might  not  have  realized  it  then,  but  I  believe  that  the  Lord  was  with 
 me  every  step  of  the  way  during  that  time,  and  guiding  me  to  where 
 I am today. 

 The  challenge  of  John  14:  25-27  is  to  allow  yourself  to  be  vulnerable 
 and  trust  that  Jesus  will  never  abandon  you.  Are  there  going  to  be 
 times  where  you  are  faced  with  di�cult  challenges  or  decisions  and 
 you  want  to  “take  the  easy  option”  similar  to  what  Phillip  said  (verse 
 8)  “Lord,  show  us  the  Father  and  that  will  be  enough  for  us”?  While 
 this  might  be  the  easy  choice,  we  must  always  remember  that  we  can 
 fully  trust  the  Holy  Spirit  in  all  situations  to  lead,  guide,  and  teach 
 us  along  the  way.  The  feeling  of  the  unknown  or  the  fear  that  comes 
 with  it  can  make  us  feel  anxious  and  uncomfortable  at  times.  But 
 Jesus  helps  his  disciples  and  us  understand  this  in  verse  27  when 



 Jesus  says  “Do  not  let  your  hearts  be  troubled.  You  believe  in  God; 
 believe  also  in  me.”  Knowing  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  living  inside  of 
 us  brings  me  a  sense  of  peace  and  comfort  that  is  unlike  anything 
 else.  I  know  that  I  am  going  to  be  ok,  no  matter  the  circumstance  I 
 am faced with. 

 REFLECT 

 We  often  feel  that  we  are  alone  when  faced  with  di�cult  situations 
 in  our  lives.  But  we  have  to  remember  that  God  will  never  abandon 
 us.  How  can  we  rephrase  those  thoughts  to  help  us  understand  that 
 God  will  always  be  there  to  guide  us  and  teach  us  during  di�cult 
 times? 

 What  kind  of  peace  is  Jesus  o�ering  to  us?  Is  this  peace  the  same  as 
 what the world o�ers us today? 

 PRAY 

 God,  thank  you  for  continuing  to  be  a  voice  in  our  daily  lives.  Thank 
 you  for  the  word  and  for  the  guidance  you  provide  us.  As  I  move 
 forward  through  this  journey  we  call  life,  I  ask  that  you  continue  to 
 guide  me  and  teach  me  through  your  great  word  and  presence. 
 When  faced  with  di�cult  circumstances,  I  ask  that  you  help  me 
 understand that no matter what, you will never abandon me. 



 ADVENT:  PEACE  | HOPE | JOY | LOVE 

 Thursday, December 1, 2022 
 by Chelsea Cook 

 Read Ephesians 2:14-17 

 For Christ himself has brought peace to us. He united Jews and Gentiles into one 

 people when, in his own body on the cross, he broke down the wall of hostility 

 that separated us. He did this by ending the system of law with its 

 commandments and regulations. He made peace between Jews and Gentiles by 

 creating in himself one new people from the two groups. Together as one body, 

 Christ reconciled both groups to God by means of his death on the cross, and 

 our hostility toward each other was put to death. He brought this Good News of 

 peace to you Gentiles who were far away from him, 

 and peace to the Jews who were near. 

 Ephesians 2:14-17 NLT 

 Peace, Love, & Jingle Bells 

 Times  like  this,  in  the  middle  of  the  crazy  Christmas  season  I  crave 
 the  peace.  It  can  be  so  easy  to  get  distracted  by  all  the  sparkly,  the  to 
 do  lists,  and  all  the  things  our  society  says  we  should  not  miss. 
 However,  I  know  if  I  want  true  peace,  it  is  Jesus  I  need  to  unite 
 myself to. 

 In  Ephesians  2,  Paul  shares  with  us  that  it  is  Christ  himself  that  has 
 brought  us  peace.  I  believe  that  God  knows  us  better  than  we  know 
 ourselves.  He  knows  our  needs  and  wants  and  He  teaches  us  in  the 
 Bible how to live our best life with Him. 

 Ephesians  2:14  says  that  He  came  to  unite  all  people  that  we  may 
 have  life  with  Him.  This  is  where  our  peace  comes  from  -  Jesus  who 
 died for us, that we may be in unity with others. 

 This  Christmas  season,  may  we  be  united  by  His  love  and  sacri�ce  as 
 we join together in peace. 



 REFLECT 

 Together let’s 

 Dance like Frosty. 

 Shine like Rudolph. 

 Give like St. Nicolas. 

 Love like Jesus. 

 PRAY 

 Lord,  show  us  how  we  can  be  united  together  in  real  ways.  Guide 
 our  steps  as  we  continue  to  seek  You  �rst  in  the  amazing  season 
 where you blessed us with the gift of You. 



 ADVENT:  PEACE  | HOPE | JOY | LOVE 

 Friday, December 2, 2022 
 by Brian Sinaguglia 

 Read Philippians 4:6-7 

 Be careful for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

 thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 

 And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, shall keep 

 your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

 Philippians 4:6-7 KJV 

 Peace That Passes Understanding 

 It’s  good  to  be  careful  what  we  ask  of  God.  Sometimes  we  don't 
 think this through. 

 God  asks  us  to  bring  our  needs  to  Him.  As  we  pray  about  them,  God 
 will  even  show  us  what  our  needs  are,  in  those  times  when  we  don’t 
 know.  And  we  should  also  remember  to  thank  Him  in  advance  for 
 what He is about to do for us. 

 In  this  passage,  we  are  told  that  the  peace  of  God  will  come  to  our 
 hearts  and  to  our  minds.  It  is  this  peace  that  will  help  us  understand 
 what God has done for us, is doing for us, and will do for us. 

 We  need  to  remember  that  God  knows  what  is  right  for  us,  and  that 
 we  can  trust  Him  in  all  circumstances  because  He  is  our  heavenly 
 Father.  And  when  we  are  able  to  feel  His  peace  inside  us,  even  when 
 it  passes  all  understanding,  then  we  truly  know  the  peace  that  only 
 comes from God. 

 REFLECT 

 Remember that God knows what we need, before we do. 

 Jesus said in Matthew 6:26: 



 “Behold  the  fowls  of  the  air:  For  they  sow  not,  neither  do 
 they  reap,  nor  gather  into  barns;  yet  your  heavenly  Father 
 feedeth them. Are ye not much better then they?” 

 Today,  ask  God  to  help  you  rest  in  Him,  and  to  �nd  peace  in  the  fact 
 that He knows you and your needs. 

 PRAY 

 Father,  thank  you  for  your  word,  and  your  faithfulness.  As  your 
 children,  you  watch  over  us  and  love  us,  for  we  are  Your  own 
 creation.  Thank  You  that  You  know  our  needs.  Help  us  to  know 
 Your peace. 



 ADVENT:  PEACE  | HOPE | JOY | LOVE 

 Saturday, December 3, 2022 
 by Sadie Duchin 

 Read James 3:13-18 

 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 

 reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. 

 And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace 

 by those who make peace. 

 James 3:17-18 NASB 

 Finding Peace 

 To  be  wise  is  de�ned  as  having  knowledge,  and  the  capacity  to  make 
 due  use  of  it.  In  this  passage,  James  asks  us  who  around  us  is  wise 
 and  understanding.  When  you  seek  advice  in  life,  who  do  you  turn 
 to?  For  me,  I  �nd  myself  turning  to  my  family,  my  closest  friends,  or 
 nowadays  I  can  sometimes  even  look  up  my  problems  on  the 
 internet. 

 Through  God's  words  and  wisdom  we  can  �nd  peace  even  when  it 
 seems  like  everything  in  our  life  is  going  downhill.  Oftentimes  God 
 is  the  last  person  I  turn  to  when  I  am  having  a  really  rough  day.  You 
 may  feel  the  same  way.  Maybe  you’re  mad  at  God  for  the  things  that 
 have  happened  to  you,  or  you  feel  like  God  can't  �x  your  problems  in 
 that  very  moment.  The  world  that  we  live  in  now  is  so  corrupt  that 
 there  seems  to  be  no  peace  anywhere.  We  need  to  learn  to  remember 
 to  turn  to  God  in  the  toughest  times  and  understand  that  He  is 
 always there for us. 

 In  this  passage,  James  focuses  on  how  to  live  as  Christians  in  the 
 midst  of  the  continuing,  ever-present  trials  in  a  twisted  and  fallen 
 world.  He  writes  to  the  Christians  who  have  been  led  to  temptation 
 and  may  be  questioning  God's  presence.  How  do  we  handle  the 
 pressures  of  loneliness,  corrupt  relationships,  work/school  struggles, 
 depression,  and  many  of  the  day  to  day  frustrations  that  pile  up  and 



 lead our gaze away from the presence of God? 

 In  this  passage,  James  ends  with,  "And  the  harvest  of  righteousness  is 
 sown  in  peace  by  those  who  make  peace."  James  sums  up  his  whole 
 point.  Envy  and  jealousy  can  never  lead  to  righteousness,  but  only 
 strife.  True  wisdom  from  God  bears  fruit.  Wisdom  and  peace  always 
 go  together,  for  the  wisdom  of  God  always  creates  right  relationship, 
 since  God  Himself  is  a  triune  communion  of  holy  love.  God  shares 
 with  us  Himself  and  His  wisdom  about  right  relationship,  which 
 aims  for  reconciliation  and  restoration,  bringing  peace  with  God  and 
 with  each  other.  No  wonder  Jesus  said  He  o�ers  us  His  own  peace, 
 through  Himself  –  a  peace  that  the  world  cannot  provide  or 
 accomplish. 

 REFLECT 

 How do you �nd peace when in a di�cult situation? 

 What  steps  can  you  take  to  remember  to  turn  to  God  in  the  midst  of 
 a tough time? 

 PRAY 

 Dear  God,  I  ask  that  You  would  be  with  me  when  I  need  help 
 turning  to  You  in  hard  times.  Give  me  strength  and  patience  to  let 
 You  guide  me,  and  help  me  �nd  the  peace  that  only  comes  from  You. 
 Amen. 



 Hop� 



 ADVENT:  PEACE |  HOPE  | JOY | LOVE 

 Monday, December 5, 2022 
 by Emily Welch 

 But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in him. They 

 will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It 

 does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in 

 a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit. 

 Jeremiah 17:7-8 

 So You Had a Bad Day 

 I  started  a  new  job  this  year.  My  �rst  “actual”  job,  one  where  I’m 
 using  my  degree  and  planning  to  be  in  this  position  for  the 
 foreseeable  future.  I  didn’t  know  anyone  in  the  department,  and  I 
 was  a  ball  of  nerves,  wanting  to  make  a  good  impression  on  my 
 coworkers and have a successful �rst day. 

 That  �rst  day  felt  like  a  complete  disaster.  I  got  into  work  early,  sat 
 down  at  my  desk  and  could  not  �gure  out  how  to  turn  on  the 
 computer.  The  green  light  was  on,  I  could  hear  the  computer 
 humming  awake,  but  nothing  was  on  the  monitor.  After  desperately 
 trying  everything,  I  �nally  discovered  that  my  monitor  was  o�. 
 Crisis  number  one  averted,  a  million  more  to  go.  There  were  many 
 dumb  questions  asked,  the  awkwardness  of  not  knowing  what  I 
 should  be  doing,  and  I  even  physically  got  lost  a  couple  times.  And 
 that  was  just  the  �rst  day.  I  quickly  went  from  wanting  to  make  a 
 good  impression  to  just  hoping  I  wouldn’t  embarrass  myself 
 completely. 

 I  wish  I  could  say  that  it  got  better  after  I  �gured  out  the  basics  of 
 the  company.  Unfortunately,  it  didn’t  for  what  seemed  a  long  time. 
 There  are  times  every  single  day  when  I  feel  so  inadequate.  At  times, 
 I  feel  stressed  and  worry  about  the  impression  I  am  making  --  how 
 many  mistakes  are  too  many,  was  my  manager  disappointed  with  my 
 performance?  Having  been  told  that  things  will  get  easier,  I  remind 
 myself  that  I’m  allowed  to  make  these  mistakes  now,  and  I  shouldn’t 



 get  upset  about  the  daily  challenges  that  all  my  senior  colleagues 
 don’t  seem  to  have.  I’ll  try  not  to  worry  about  what  people  think  of 
 me  when  I  make  mistakes  because  there  is  more  to  life  than  my 
 worries  of  today.  And  I  will  continue  to  pray  more  and  try  to  worry 
 less.  With  a  bigger  picture  in  mind,  today’s  challenges  will  seem 
 insigni�cant in the future. 

 We  often  get  caught  up  in  the  “little”  hardships  of  the  day  and  forget 
 to  see  the  bigger  picture.  No  matter  what  we  are  going  through,  our 
 response  should  not  be  worry  or  fear.  We  have  the  hope  that  there  is 
 something  better  than  any  of  the  best  things  this  life  has  to  o�er. 
 And  even  in  the  troubles  of  today,  we  are  not  alone.  Today’s  passage 
 reminds  us  that  we  can  trust  in  God.  He  is  the  reason  we  do  not  have 
 to  be  afraid  of  anything.  We  can  put  our  trust  that  God,  the  Being 
 who  knows  everything,  will  provide  for  us  exactly  what  we  need.  I 
 can  hope  for  a  better  future  because  God  guarantees  a  happy  ending. 
 My  struggles  of  the  day  are  nothing  compared  to  an  eternity  with 
 Him. 

 The  blessing  in  today’s  verses  give  us  a  reason  to  hope.  That  hope  is 
 in  the  provision  of  God,  which  casts  out  all  fear.  So,  while  I  continue 
 to  try  to  master  this  new  job,  I  will  remind  myself  that  I  can  put  my 
 trust in God who is far superior to anything else. 

 REFLECT 

 Are  there  areas  in  your  life  that  you  have  yet  to  surrender  all  your 
 worry  to  God?  What  or  who  are  you  putting  your  hope  in?  Do  you 
 thank God daily when he brings you through hardships? 

 PRAY 

 God,  thank  you  for  always  being  by  my  side  through  all  my  struggles. 
 Please  help  me  to  feel  your  presence  in  my  daily  life.  Grow  my  trust  in 
 you  and  remind  me  to  surrender  my  worries  to  you  because  you  alone 
 are sovereign over all. 



 ADVENT:  PEACE |  HOPE  | JOY | LOVE 

 Tuesday, December 6, 2022 
 by Laura Mills 

 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
 renewing of your mind … 

 Romans 12:2 

 Burdened with Hope 
 Recently  I  came  across  a  screenshot  someone  shared  of  an  old 
 Tumblr  post  making  the  claim  that  hope  is  heavy.  The  �rst  few 
 comments  disagreed  with  that  claim  and  then  others  started  chiming 
 in  claiming  that  hope  was  just  a  positive  spin  on  spite,  that  hope  was 
 only  for  people  naive  enough  to  believe  in  it,  and  other  disparaging 
 comments  about  hope  as  both  a  concept  and  a  practice.  Initially,  I 
 disagreed  with  the  original  claim  -  hope  isn’t  heavy;  hope  is  good  and 
 necessary  and  so  many  other  positive  things.  Hope  is  the  thing  I  so 
 often  see  missing  in  the  lives  of  the  people  around  me.  Someone 
 somewhere  decided  that  apathy  was  cool,  that  not  caring  made  you 
 intellectually  superior  to  those  who  were  weak  enough  to  have 
 things  they  are  passionate  about.  That  message  has  snuck  like  a 
 cancer  through  huge  parts  of  society  from  Tumblr,  to  indie  co�ee 
 shops,  into  young  adult  novels  and  farther.  It  is  an  easy  message  to 
 spread  because  apathy  makes  us  comfortably  numb.  Not  caring  will 
 always  be  easier  than  caring.  But  as  C.S.  Lewis  wrote,  “If  you  want  to 
 make  sure  of  keeping  [your  heart]  intact  you  must  give  it  to  no  one 
 …  Lock  it  up  safe  in  the  casket  or  co�n  of  your  sel�shness.  But  in 
 that  casket,  safe,  dark,  motionless,  airless,  it  will  change.”  Hope  is 
 not  the  path  of  least  resistance;  it  is  a  choice,  a  hard  one,  and 
 sometimes  even  an  act  of  de�ance  when  everything  around  you  is 
 tempting you to give into apathy and despair. 

 So  yes  -  hope  is  heavy,  but  just  because  it  is  heavy  does  not  mean  we 
 shouldn't  carry  it,  we  may  just  have  to  put  some  other  things  down 
 to  make  room.  The  world  tells  us  to  carry  so  many  things,  like  guilt, 
 shame,  insecurity,  and  despair,  that  don’t  leave  us  with  enough 
 strength  to  carry  the  burden  of  hope.  Yet  Paul  admonishes  us  here 
 in  Romans  not  to  conform  to  the  world  -  carry  hope,  joy,  love,  peace, 
 and  patience  �rst  and  there  won’t  be  room  for  the  rest.  It  is  a 
 di�cult  command  to  follow  -  it  is  hard  to  look  around  the  world  and 
 choose  to  see  the  good  and  strive  for  better.  But  hope  is  encouraged 
 by  action  and  Paul  immediately  follows  this  verse  with  words  about 



 serving  humbly  and  love  in  action,  in  essence  striving  to  live  like 
 Jesus,  to  look  around  and  say  this  is  not  how  it  is  supposed  to  be  and 
 work  to  make  it  better.  Passion  has  a  Christmas  song  that  states  that 
 hope  has  a  name  and  the  name  is  Emmanuel  and  that  the  story  that 
 starts  in  a  manger  ends  in  an  empty  tomb  and  that  gives  us  cause  for 
 great  hope.  So  as  we  go  about  our  lives  by  choosing  hope  and  acting 
 it  out,  we  are  working  towards  the  future  that  Paul  concludes 
 Romans  12  with,  one  where  we  are  not  “overcome  by  evil,  but 
 overcome evil with good” (Romans 12:21). 

 REFLECT 

 What  are  the  things  in  my  life  or  in  the  lives  of  those  around  me  that 
 make it hard to hope? 

 Who  are  the  people  around  me  that  need  hope?  In  what  ways  can  I 
 help them and guide them towards hope? 

 PRAY 

 God,  thank  you  that  you  have  given  us  a  reason  to  hope,  that  you 
 sent  your  Son  to  save  us  when  we  were  undeserving  and  through 
 Him  all  things  will  be  restored.  Give  us  strength  to  carry  that  hope 
 in  our  daily  lives  and  guide  us  in  what  we  need  to  put  down  to  have 
 room for hope. 



 ADVENT:  PEACE |  HOPE  | JOY | LOVE 

 Wednesday, December 7, 2022 
 by Conor Edwards 

 Read 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory 

 beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the 

 things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things 

 that are unseen are eternal. 

 2 Corinthians 4:17-18 ESV 

 Do Not Lose Heart 

 It  was  January  of  2018.  I  was  coming  back  from  an  exciting  weekend 
 from  Cru’s  Winter  Conference.  I  had  just  sent  in  my  application  to 
 intern  overseas  in  Japan  with  Cru.  My  plans  for  next  year  seemed  set. 
 I  was  con�dent  that  God  wanted  me  in  Japan  to  share  the  Gospel  to 
 college  students.  But  when  I  came  back  home,  all  of  it  came  to  a 
 screeching  halt.  My  roommate  shared  some  horrible  news  that  a 
 friend  from  Cru  had  suddenly  passed  away  in  her  sleep.  The 
 community  was  shocked  and  returning  to  campus  the  day  after  was 
 di�cult  to  say  the  least.  Within  the  next  two  months,  my  uncle 
 passed  away  from  cancer  and  my  step-grandma  passed  away  from  a 
 deteriorating  immune  system.  I  was  accepted  to  intern  with  Cru  in 
 the  midst  of  these  losses,  but  I  was  wrestling  with  the  thought  of 
 pulling  out  of  the  internship.  Should  I  stay  with  my  family?  Was  it 
 sel�sh  of  me  to  leave  for  a  year?  Am  I  even  stable  enough  to  do 
 ministry in another country? 

 As  I  read  2  Corinthians  4:16-18,  that  three  month  period  of  loss, 
 along  with  memories  of  my  mom  and  just  recently  my  step-grandpa 
 �ghting  and  losing  their  lives  to  cancer  �ooded  my  thoughts.  I  know 
 we  can  all  think  of  someone  who  passed  suddenly  or  fought  long  and 
 hard  against  sickness,  but  wasn’t  enough.  However,  I  was  reminded 
 in  this  passage  that  while  trials  and  losses  are  only  light  momentary 
 a�ictions,  it’s  hard  to  believe  that  in  the  moment.  When  both  my 
 mom  and  step-grandpa  were  towards  the  end  of  their  battle  with 
 cancer,  they  heard  the  Gospel  and  proclaimed  Jesus  as  their  Lord  and 
 Savior.  My  grief,  although  still  prevalent,  was  coupled  with  joy 



 because  I  knew  they  are  in  the  presence  of  eternal  glory  beyond  all 
 comparison. 

 Early  2018  was  de�nitely  an  emotionally  heavy  period.  But  I 
 reminded  myself  of  what  Paul  tells  the  Corinthians  in  verse  16:  Do 
 not  lose  heart.  God  was  calling  me  to  participate  in  the  ministry  of 
 reconciliation  in  Tokyo,  �xing  my  eyes  on  things  that  are  unseen, 
 which  are  eternal.  The  Christmas  season  can  be  a  time  to  celebrate 
 and  also  a  time  to  grieve.  Take  some  time  to  mourn,  grieve,  and 
 celebrate  loved  ones  who  are  not  with  us.  May  we  be  reminded  of  the 
 eternal  weight  of  glory  beyond  all  comparison  when  we  will  all  be  in 
 the presence of God. 

 REFLECT 

 How  have  you  seen  God  working  in  the  midst  of  loss?  How  does  this 
 passage give you hope? 

 PRAY 

 Father  in  Heaven,  it  is  hard  for  us  to  see  su�ering,  loss,  and  sadness 
 as  light  momentary  a�iction  in  your  eternal  perspective.  Give  us 
 strength  to  �nd  joy  in  moments  of  sorrow.  May  we  �nd  peace 
 knowing  sin  and  death  has  been  defeated.  May  we  �x  our  eyes  on 
 what  is  not  seen,  but  unseen.  For  the  things  that  are  seen  are 
 temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 



 ADVENT:  PEACE |  HOPE  | JOY | LOVE 

 Thursday, December 8, 2022 
 by Diana Smith 

 On that day the announcement to Jerusalem will be, ”Cheer up Zion! Don’t be 

 afraid!” For the Lord your God is living among you. He is a mighty savior. He will 

 take delight in you with gladness. With his love, he will calm all your fears. He 

 will rejoice over you with joyful songs. 

 Zephaniah 3:16-17 NLT 

 Divine Favor = HOPE 

 I  am  75  years  old  and  have  been  a  Christian  for  41  years.  When  I  �rst 
 started  walking  with  the  Lord  I  was  terri�ed  and  did  not  know  what 
 to  expect.  I  had  a  hard  time  trusting  because  I  was  raised  in  a 
 dysfunctional  and  violent  alcoholic  home.  Many  promises  were 
 broken.  My  father’s  drinking  and  violence  had  a  negative  impact  on 
 me  and  my  beliefs.  When  I  began  to  know  the  depth  of  God's  love 
 for  me,  I  began  to  stop  blaming  others  and  started  taking 
 responsibility  for  my  actions.  I  began  a  journey  of  forgiving  my 
 parents  and  started  trusting  in  God's  love  and  promises.  This  passage 
 in  Zephaniah  was  one  of  the  scriptures  God  used  on  my  road  to 
 recovery.  When  it  says  that  God  takes  delight  in  me  and  with  his  love 
 he  calms  all  my  fears,  I  began  to  believe  his  promises.  My  heart  began 
 to  mend  when  I  realized  that  God  is  so  happy  in  his  love  for  me  that 
 he  breaks  out  in  singing.  How  awesome  is  that?  The  creator  of  the 
 universe is singing over us!! 

 Fear  can  be  very  destructive  if  it  gets  a  hold  on  us.  It  brings  unbelief 
 and  keeps  us  from  growing.  In  this  passage,  God  tells  us  “Don’t  be 
 Afraid.”  He  was  talking  to  the  people  who  were  practicing  idolatry 
 and  indulging  in  destructive  behavior.  God  still  loved  them.  That 
 gave  me  so  much  hope  that  with  God’s  help  I  could  get  better  and 
 allow  God  to  teach  me  and  correct  me  so  that  I  could  receive  His 
 divine  favor  and  hold  on  to  His  promises  that  His  love  would  calm 
 all  my  fears.  He  was  truly  my  savior.  I  am  thankful  for  this  amazing 
 love  while  still  on  the  journey  toward  a  full  recovery:  physically, 
 mentally,  emotionally,  and  spiritually  and  I  am  rejoicing  in  this 
 promise. 



 This  verse  says  “ON  that  day”  and  while  Zephaniah  might  have  been 
 talking  about  a  future  age,  the  ultimate  “day  of  the  Lord”,  I  believe  it 
 is  for  us  today  as  well.  With  all  the  turmoil,  unrest  and  distrust  in 
 our  nation  this  promise  holds  true.  God  is  living  among  us.  He  is  a 
 mighty  savior.  He  will  calm  our  fears.  We  need  to  put  our  trust  in 
 Him  and  only  Him.  Our  response  to  these  truths  is  DO  NOT 
 FEAR,  not  today  or  any  day!!  In  the  NIV  version  vs.  16  says  “Do  not 
 fear  Zion;  do  not  let  your  hands  hang  limp.”  It  encourages  us  to 
 Hope  in  the  Lord  and  not  grow  weak  or  weary.  Hang  on  to  his 
 promises knowing He delights in us. 

 The  word  picture  of  this  verse  is  of  God’s  enormous  and  joyful  love 
 he  has  for  us.  When  you  see  a  Mom  or  a  Dad  singing  over  a  child,  it 
 shows  the  tenderness  and  depth  of  their  love.  It  is  so  precious.  That’s 
 God  singing  over  us.  We  are  his  joy.  He  loves  us  beyond 
 comprehension.  His  love  is  so  tremendous  and  precious.  This  love 
 inspires  me  to  live  in  Hope  for  today,  tomorrow  and  for  all  the  days 
 to come. 

 REFLECT 

 Are  you  struggling  with  fear  and  anxiety?  One  thing  that  works  for 
 me  is  to  read  the  scripture  out  loud  and  put  my  name  in  it.  I  do  that 
 for  several  days  then  �nd  another  encouraging  scripture  and  do  the 
 same. Speaking the word out loud will help fear disappear. 

 PRAY 

 Thank  you  God  for  your  deep  and  joyous  love  that  gives  me  Hope. 
 Help  me  Lord  to  put  your  love  in  action  in  my  life  and  the  lives  of 
 others.  As  you  sing  over  me,  help  me  to  sing  to  you  and  rejoice  in 
 your love. 



 ADVENT:  PEACE |  HOPE  | JOY | LOVE 

 Friday, December 9, 2022 
 by Phyllis Jew 

 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul  ,  firm  & secure  .  It enters the 

 inner sanctuary behind the curtain  . 

 Hebrews 6:19 

 HOPE IS STEADFAST! 

 HOPE IS ANCHORED IN HEAVEN! 

 As  I  was  growing  up  ,  I  hoped  for  my  parents  and  family  to  love  me  , 
 to  have  lots  of  friends  ,  get  a  career  that  I  loved  ,  get  married  ,  have 
 kids  ,  have  grandkids  and  retire  happily.  I  also  couldn't  wait  to  grow 
 up  so  I  could  have  my  driver's  license  .  We  are  always  in  a  hurry  to 
 grow  up  and  then  when  we  do,  we  want  to  slow  it  down  .  Sometimes 
 these  things  work  out  and  sometimes  they  don't  ,  but  in  the  midst  of 
 it  all  we  have  God  who  is  with  us  always  and  assurance  that  we  will 
 be going to heaven  . 

 Not  only  do  we  have  the  assurance  that  we  are  going  to  heaven 
 ourselves  but  we  hope  that  our  family  and  friends  will  be  coming 
 with  us  too.  Sadly  both  my  parents  died  early  in  life.  My  dad  was  47 
 at  his  death  and  my  mom  was  59  at  her  death.  .  I  missed  out  on  a 
 few  things  with  them  dying  early  .  I  wasn't  able  to  have  my  Dad 
 walk  me  down  the  aisle  when  I  got  married  and  he  wasn’t  able  to 
 meet  my  husband  or  my  kids.  .  My  Mom  met  my  husband  and  kids 
 but  just  for  a  short  time  in  their  lives  .  I  feel  assured  that  my  Mom 
 will  be  in  heaven  but  sometimes  I  just  don't  know  about  my  Dad  . 
 He  never  went  to  church  with  my  Mom  and  I  .  He  said  he  believed 
 in  God  but  didn't  feel  the  need  to  go  to  church  to  show  that  .  My 
 hope  is  that  one  day  I  will  see  my  Dad  in  heaven  when  I  get  there 
 too  . 

 Our  hope  is  certain  .  It  is  something  for  the  soul  to  hold  onto.  It  is 
 strong  to  secure  .  It  goes  all  the  way  into  the  Most  Holy  Room 
 behind the curtain  . 



 This hope is a strong and trustworthy anchor for our souls  . 

 Many  people  seem  overwhelmed  by  a  chronic  low  -  grade 
 hopelessness,  adrift  in  a  sea  of  busyness  &  pressure,  looking  for 
 something to grab hold of  -  anything to keep them  a�oat.  . 

 What  is  your  greatest  source  of  hope?  In  what  areas  of  your  life  are 
 you most in need of hope? 

 God  provides  strength  to  lead  us  beyond  elementary  teaching  to 
 maturity  .  It  is  impossible  to  rekindle  faith  in  those  who  deliberately 
 turn  from  Christ.  We  must  imitate  the  lives  of  those  who  believed 
 God's  promises.  God  has  promised  his  blessings  to  those  who  follow 
 the hope he o�ers  . 

 REFLECT 

 Hebrews  speaks  of  hope  as  "  an  anchor  for  the  soul  .  "  Re�ect  on  that 
 image  .  What  other  symbol  or  image  would  remind  you  of  hope? 
 Draw  or  �nd  a  picture  of  that  item  ,  and  hang  it  in  a  prominent  place 
 where you can see it and let it strengthen you. 

 PRAY 

 Dear God  , 
 Thank  you  for  being  with  me  each  and  every  day  and  for  the 
 knowledge  that  I  don't  have  to  hope  you  are  there.  I  can  trust  that 
 you  are  always  there  no  matter  what  I  am  going  through.  Sometimes 
 it  is  hard  for  me  to  know  if  I  am  going  to  make  it  through  things  in 
 life,  but  knowing  I  have  you  has  made  a  world  of  di�erence  in  my 
 life. 



 ADVENT:  PEACE |  HOPE  | JOY | LOVE 

 Saturday, December 10, 2022 
 by Gloria McDonald 

 Trust in him at all times, you people; pour out your hearts to him, 

 for God is our refuge. 

 Psalm 62:8 

 The Good Friend 

 The  Lord  has  blessed  me  with  a  good  friend  who  lives  a  few  houses 
 down  the  street.  We  have  known  each  other  for  about  thirty  years. 
 We  understand  each  other  completely  and  yet  are  total  opposites  in 
 our  personalities.  She  loves  to  dress  up  for  church.  I’m  �ne  with 
 jeans.  She  is  very  sentimental.  I  am  matter-of-fact.  She  bakes  fantastic 
 cakes.  I  do  not,  therefore  I  buy  her  cakes.  We  both  know  that  God  in 
 His  goodness  has  brought  us  together.  Over  the  years  we  have  shared 
 a  lot  of  joy  along  with  sorrows.  We  pray  for  each  other  and  give 
 advice  based  on  God’s  word.  One  of  the  greatest  comforts  in  life  is  to 
 know  you  have  a  friend  who  will  simply  listen.  We  have  learned  that 
 God will be there to lead us when the path is not clear. 

 Having  such  a  close  friend  all  these  years  is  a  de�nite  gift  from  God. 
 The  emotional  support,  encouragement  and  hope  we  give  to  each 
 other  always  comes  from  God’s  Word.  We  share  with  each  other  and 
 would  be  fools  to  look  elsewhere.  We  share  what  we’ve  learned 
 through  our  trials  and  hardships.  And  God  has  a  purpose  behind  it 
 all. That alone gives us hope. 

 When  I  read  the  book  of  Ruth,  I  can  comprehend  the  love  and 
 devotion  of  Ruth  and  Naomi.  The  peace  and  comfort  these  two 
 women  gave  to  each  other  is  amazing.  I  follow  the  brother-bond  of 
 Jonathan  and  David  in  the  book  of  Samuel.  They  too  were  there  for 
 each other. They all had faith in God and found hope in his ways. 

 Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; my hope comes  from Him. 
 Psalm 62:5 



 REFLECT 

 Can I cut down on activities that keep me occupied for too long? 
 Can I eliminate a lot of busyness that comes every year? 
 Can I be kind and gracious to others during this holiday season? 

 PRAY 

 Dear  Lord,  may  I  have  the  discipline  to  seek  your  word  everyday.  I 
 pray that I may pass on hope and joy to others. 



 Jo� 



 ADVENT :  HOPE | PEACE |  JOY  | LOVE 

 Monday, December 12, 2022 
 by Erika Gellner 

 Read Luke 2:8-15 

 “But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will 

 cause great joy for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been 

 born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.” 

 Luke 2:10-11 

 WHY ME? 

 Have  you  ever  found  yourself  thinking,  “why  me?”  in  any  situation, 
 good  or  bad?  I  recall  pondering  things  like:  Why  was  I  born  in  this 
 part  of  the  world?  In  a  wealthy,  �rst-world  country  with  endless 
 resources  and  the  freedom  to  do  what  I  want.  Seems  fairly  lucky  if 
 you  ask  me.  And,  why  did  my  parents  separate  when  I  was  just  �ve 
 years  old?  To  be  raised  in  a  single-parent  home  that  oftentimes  felt 
 stressful and full of anger and pain… maybe not so lucky there. 

 Reading  today’s  verses,  I  thought  about  the  shepherds  on  that 
 incredible  night  2,000  years  ago,  and  wondered  if  they  were  asking 
 themselves  the  same  question:  Why  me?  As  shepherds,  their  job  was 
 to  guide,  care,  and  protect  sheep,  and  their  job  required  them  to  live 
 in  �elds  outside  of  town.  Hanging  around  animals  all  day,  sleeping 
 in  the  dirt,  receiving  condescending  judgment  from  their  peers  -  not 
 super  glamourous,  right?  Did  they  feel  disappointed  about  the  lives 
 they  were  living?  Or  were  they  humbled  and  perhaps  honored  by 
 the role they played in society? 

 Despite  what  they  may  have  felt  about  their  lives  at  that  point,  verse 
 9  says,  “An  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  to  them,  and  the  glory  of  the 
 Lord  shone  around  them,  and  they  were  terri�ed.”  Of  all  people,  in 
 all  places  in  life,  where  God  could  have  delivered  this  news,  He  chose 
 to  announce  the  birth  of  the  Messiah  to  them.  To  the  people  who 
 lived  very  simple  and  humble  lives,  sacri�cing  comfort  and  any  type 
 of  luxury,  doing  the  hard  and  undesirable  work.  They  were  given 
 the  privilege  and  gift  of  hearing  the  good  news  �rst.  Do  you  think, 



 after  it  was  all  said  and  done,  that  they  sat  back  and  thought,  “Why 
 us?  Why did the Lord choose to tell us this good news?” 

 Looking  back  on  my  life,  I  have  recognized  where  God  has  chosen 
 me  to  receive  gifts  that  seemed  too  big  or  too  signi�cant  for  just  little 
 ole  me.  I  became  friends  with  a  girl  in  middle  school  who  invited  me 
 to  church,  where  I  learned  for  the  �rst  time  that  a  Savior  was  born 
 for  me.  At  that  point,  I  had  never  attended  a  church  regularly,  never 
 had  a  church  family  to  teach  and  guide  me,  and  never  heard  of  or 
 understood  the  good  news.  But  in  spite  of  it  all,  God  decided  to  give 
 me  that  gift,  one  that  I  am  forever  grateful  to  have  received  so  many 
 years  ago.  And  every  advent  season  I  often  think  back  to  that  time 
 when  the  good  news  was  new  to  me,  and  how  I  am  reminded  of  the 
 hope  we  have  that  Jesus  was  born  to  save  us.  The  knowledge  that  a 
 Savior  has  been  born  to  ultimately  save  me  from  my  sins  has 
 transformed  my  life  into  a  joyful  and  deeply  purposeful  existence,  to 
 which  I  �nd  myself  no  longer  asking  “why  me?”  but  humbly 
 thanking Him that it was me. 

 REFLECT 

 Can  you  remember  the  time  when  you  �rst  heard  that  Jesus,  the 
 Messiah,  the  Lord,  had  been  born  to  save  you?  When  was  the  last 
 time  you  allowed  the  magnitude  of  Jesus’  birth  to  really  move  you? 
 What  reminders  can  you  create  to  help  you  remember  this  truth 
 today and every day? 

 PRAY 

 Heavenly  Father,  thank  you  so  much  for  this  Advent  season,  and  for 
 the  hope  we  have  in  your  son,  Jesus.  May  we  be  humble  and  grateful 
 for  the  gift  of  salvation  you  have  given  to  us,  and  let  us  not  forget 
 that  you  chose  us  to  receive  it.  It’s  in  Jesus’  precious  name  we  pray, 
 Amen. 



 ADVENT :  HOPE | PEACE |  JOY  | LOVE 

 Tuesday, December 13, 2022 
 by Suzanne Nguyen 

 Read Psalm 30:4-5 

 Sing the praises of the Lord, you his faithful people; 
 praise his holy name. 

 For his anger lasts only a moment, 
 but his favor lasts a lifetime; 

 weeping may stay for the night, 
 but rejoicing comes in the morning.  . 

 Psalm 30:4-5 

 Joy Comes in the Morning 

 A  huge  part  of  my  faith  was  built  on  the  promise  “weeping  may  stay 
 for  the  night,  but  rejoicing  comes  in  the  morning.”  The  dark  of  the 
 night  seems  to  be  the  perfect  time  to  weep.  It’s  your  �nal  moment 
 before  you  drift  o�  to  sleep,  it’s  just  you  and  God.  You  can  talk  to 
 Him,  let  the  tears  �ow,  and  allow  God’s  peace  to  soak  into  the 
 deepest  parts  of  your  soul.  Even  during  your  darkest  hours  of  the 
 night, Jesus is right there with you. Joy can be too. 

 Countless  times  throughout  my  life,  I’ve  cried  myself  to  sleep,  and 
 I’m  reminded  that  joy  will  come  in  the  morning.  Some  could  take 
 these  Bible  verses  literally  to  mean  joy  will  come  the  very  next 
 morning,  and  sometimes  it  does.  But  most  of  my  strength  has  come 
 from a string of dark nights. 

 As  a  small  child,  I  came  from  a  broken  home.  My  dad  was  largely 
 absent  and  full  of  broken  promises.  For  years  I  wept  for  a  “father” 
 who  cared  enough  to  show  up.  Weeping  for  a  father  led  me  to  an 
 eternity  of  rejoicing  every  morning  with  The  Father  that  will  never 
 leave  me  or  forsake  me.  As  a  teen,  I  had  a  recurring  mysterious 
 illness  for  over  7  years.  We  would  drive  hours  to  see  specialist  after 
 specialist.  We  spent  months  at  a  time  in  the  hospital.  I  had  over  13 
 surgeries.  I  wept  for  “healing.”  Weeping  for  healing,  led  me  to  rejoice 
 every  morning  with  renewed  healing  of  my  heart,  body,  and  soul  in 
 Christ  Jesus.  In  my  early  20’s  I  got  married.  I  had  no  clue  what  a 



 healthy  relationship  even  looked  like;  let  alone  how  to  participate  in 
 one.  So,  I  wept  for  “my  relationship.”  Weeping  led  me  to  an  eternity 
 of  rejoicing  every  morning  in  a  growing  relationship  through 
 Scripture & prayer. 

 Each  time  I  saw  the  goodness  of  God  and  His  hand  at  work  even  in 
 the  darkest  of  nights.  In  God’s  perfect  timing,  Joy  has  always  come  in 
 the  morning.  Jesus  su�ered,  died,  and  was  buried  but  that  is  not 
 where the story ends. Rejoicing came in the morning. 

 REFLECT 

 “Rejoice  always,  pray  without  ceasing,  give  thanks  in  all 
 circumstances;  for  this  is  the  will  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  for  you”  (1 
 Thessalonians 5:16-17). 

 The  will  of  God  is  for  us  to  have  joy  and  �nd  gratitude  in  every 
 situation. 

 It  doesn't  mean  that  we  will  never  grieve  the  di�cult  losses  we  face 
 in  this  life,  but  it  does  mean  that  even  our  deepest  times  of 
 mourning  will  give  way  to  comfort,  joy,  and  praise.  It's  a  lifelong 
 process,  and  we  will  still  make  mistakes  and  have  cause  to  mourn 
 from  time  to  time.  But  when  we  do,  we  have  this  promise  from  the 
 Lord:  “I  will  turn  their  mourning  into  joy”  (Jeremiah  31:13).  "The 
 joy of the Lord is your strength" (Neh. 8:10). 

 What do you think it means, that we can have joy in all situations? 

 PRAY 

 LORD,  thank  you  for  this  is  a  day  that  you  have  made;  We  praise 
 you  for  the  opportunity  we  have  been  given  to  rejoice  and  be  glad  in 
 it.  Thank  you  for  the  gift  of  Jesus  in  our  lives.  Please  prepare  our 
 hearts  to  receive  the  miraculous  work  that  turns  our  sorrow  into  joy, 
 as we go forth in your name. AMEN. 



 ADVENT :  HOPE | PEACE |  JOY  | LOVE 

 Wednesday, December 14, 2022 
 By Jim Ackermann 

 Read Acts 16:16-34 

 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your 

 household”... The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before 

 them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his 

 whole household. 

 Acts 16: 31, 34 

 Come to Believe 

 Paul  &  Silas  were  locked  up  and  restrained  in  the  most  secure  section 
 of  the  jail,  yet  this  did  not  matter  as  they  were  freed  by  the  power  of 
 God.  Before  the  earthquake,  and  after  being  severely  �ogged,  Paul  & 
 Silas  were  praying  and  singing  hymns.  When  the  earthquake  hit,  the 
 guard  assumed  the  prisoners  had  escaped,  and  saw  no  hope  for 
 himself.  He  knew  he  would  be  executed  for  allowing  prisoners  to 
 escape, as this was Roman law at the time. 

 In  this  passage,  the  Roman  guard  experiences  joy  when  he  learns  that 
 he  won’t  be  executed  for  allowing  prisoners  to  escape.  Instead  he  is 
 adopted  into  the  family  of  God,  along  with  his  whole  family,  and 
 they all receive eternal life! 

 True  joy,  the  purest  form  of  joy,  comes  from  knowing  that  we  are 
 children  of  God  -  adopted  into  God’s  family  through  the  blood  of 
 Jesus  Christ.  This  is  biblical  joy  and  it  is  di�erent  from  the  secular 
 de�nition.  Biblical  joy  is  a  feeling  of  good  pleasure  and  happiness 
 that  is  dependent  on  who  Jesus  is  rather  than  who  we  are  or  what  is 
 happening  around  us.  This  joy  comes  from  the  Holy  Spirit,  resting 
 in God’s presence and the hope obtained from God’s Word. 

 Because  biblical  joy  is  dependent  on  who  Jesus  is  and  God’s  presence 
 in  us  through  the  Holy  Spirit,  we  can  experience  this  joy  even  in  the 
 worst  of  times.  This  joy  cannot  be  taken  away  from  us!  Therefore, 
 even  Paul  &  Silas  could  experience  true  joy  after  being  beaten  and 
 jailed, and they expressed this through prayer and singing hymns. 



 For  me,  being  a  child  of  God  creates  true  joy.  There  could  be  no 
 greater  gift  than  being  adopted  into  God’s  family.  We  do  not  have  to 
 earn  it,  and  we  couldn’t  earn  it  even  if  we  tried!  To  walk  with  the 
 Lord is to live. 

 God  wants  a  closer  relationship  with  us.  He  wants  us  to  focus  more 
 on  Him  and  on  Jesus,  and  to  really  make  Him  our  number  one 
 priority.  For humans, this is certainly easier said than done. 

 REFLECT 

 God  loves  us  and  brings  us  joy.  Biblical  joy  is  a  feeling  of  great 
 pleasure  and  happiness.  Joy  is  a  wonderful  emotion.  There  is  no 
 greater  joy  than  understanding  that  we  are  forgiven  and  adopted 
 into  God’s  family,  to  experience  eternal  life  with  God.  We  know  that 
 this  gift  is  available  to  all  who  believe,  so  we  need  to  try  to  spread  the 
 Good  News  to  many!  How  can  you  actively  show  the  joy  that  you 
 have found in God to others? 

 PRAY 

 Lord,  thank  you  for  your  Word  and  for  our  ability  to  study  it.  Help 
 me  to  grow  as  a  Christian  and  become  closer  to  God.  Help  me  to 
 establish  better  discipline  to  study  your  Word,  and  to  pray  and 
 meditate  on  you  more.  I  need  your  help  to  grow  as  a  Christian  and 
 become  more  like  Jesus.  Remind  me  that  joy  comes  from  your  love, 
 and  to  give  you  the  credit  for  that  joy.  Help  me  to  shine  as  a 
 Christian,  to  bring  joy  to  others  and  to  progress  in  my  path  to 
 become  more  like  Jesus.  Help  me  to  make  You  my  top  priority  in  all 
 my a�airs, and to listen and follow your direction. 

 In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen 



 ADVENT :  HOPE | PEACE |  JOY  | LOVE 

 Thursday, December 15, 2022 
 By Charlotte Newkirk 

 Read James 1:2-4 

 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 

 because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 

 James 1:2-3 

 Pure Joy! 

 Before  this  time  of  year,  our  family  has  a  tradition:  a  Christmas  wish 
 list.  On  it  you  will  �nd  gift  ideas,  suggestions,  or  maybe  even  a  link 
 for a certain brand or color if someone is particular. 

 One  thing  you  will  NOT  �nd  on  it  is  a  request  for  trials,  not  even  a 
 suggestion.  We  joke  in  our  family  that  you  never  pray  for  patience, 
 because  that  guarantees  to  get  you  trials.  One  de�nition  of 
 perseverance  is,  “Persistence  in  doing  something  despite  di�culty  or 
 delay  in  achieving  success”  (Oxford  Languages).  Another  de�nition 
 is, “practical patience.” 

 So  why  would  James  tell  us  to  consider  it  pure  joy  whenever  we  face 
 “trials  of  many  kinds?”  I  can  tell  you  from  experience  that  some  of 
 the  most  di�cult,  impossible  trials  in  my  life,  whether  physical, 
 �nancial,  or  emotional,  eventually  resulted  in  pure  joy.  Time  and 
 again,  I’ve  experienced  blessings  I  never  would  have  seen  or 
 appreciated  had  God  not  sent  trials  �rst.  Those  trials  drove  me  to  my 
 knees  in  asking  God,  trusting  Him,  to  help  me.  I  knew  that  God 
 alone could do this, no one else. 

 And  when  He  did,  a  tremendous  feeling  of  relief,  gratitude,  and… 
 pure  joy  resulted.  There  was  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  God  had 
 done this “impossible” thing. 

 These  trials  are  the  testing  of  our  faith,  James  tells  us,  a  test  with  a 
 purpose,  to  strengthen  us.  Then,  when  we  experience  trials  in  the 



 future,  our  strengthened  faith  gives  us  the  ability  to  trust  God  and 
 give Him glory as He helps us through it. 

 REFLECT 

 Have  you  ever  experienced  an  answer  to  prayer,  one  that  was  better 
 than  you  could  have  imagined?  Then  you’ve  probably  felt  that  pure 
 joy  James  talks  about.  Take  a  moment  right  now  to  remember  those 
 blessings from God, and thank Him for His loving care. 

 PRAY 

 Heavenly  Father,  thank  you  for  your  great  loving  care  for  us.  Help  us 
 to see your blessings, and remember to come to you �rst. Amen. 



 ADVENT :  HOPE | PEACE |  JOY  | LOVE 

 Friday, December 16, 2022 
 by Joshua Sanders 

 Read 1 Chronicles 16:7-36 

 For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; 

 he is to be feared above all gods. 

 For all the gods of the nations are idols, 

 but the Lord made the heavens. 

 Splendor and majesty are before him; 

 strength and joy are in his dwelling place. 

 1 Chronicles 16:25-27 

 GOD ABOVE ALL 

 Few  of  us  give  much  thought  to  the  “gods  of  the  nations”  David 
 references  in  this  psalm.  Here’s  the  scene:  the  king  and  a  vast 
 procession  are  bringing  back  to  Jerusalem  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant, 
 the  sign  of  God’s  presence  among  His  people,  and  David  leads  them 
 in  praising  the  One  to  be  feared  above  all  gods  .  The  signi�cance  is 
 lost  on  us  moderns.  We  don’t  spend  much  time  pondering  our  God’s 
 compassion  in  contrast  to  the  complacency  of  the  gods  of  ancient 
 Greece,  for  example.  We  can’t  appreciate  the  signi�cance  of  the 
 di�erences  between  the  Yahweh  of  Scripture  and  the  false  gods  of 
 Babylon  or  Assyria.  And  even  though  the  Bible  carefully  recounts 
 how  God  gathered  His  people  out  of  Egypt,  a  land  steeped  in 
 religious  tradition,  we  spend  little  time  pondering  how  di�erent  He 
 is  compared  to  the  gods  of  the  nations  that  surrounded  Israel.  It 
 would not have been the same for David and his people. 

 Here’s  where  Bible  scholars  can  be  of  incredible  help  to  us.  They 
 explain,  for  example,  that  each  of  the  ten  plagues  in  Egypt  was  the 
 Lord’s  judgment  upon  the  false  gods  of  that  land.  Their  frog  god 
 couldn’t  save  them  from  the  plague  of  frogs.  Neither  could  their 
 river  god  protect  the  Nile,  nor  their  cow  god  preserve  their  livestock. 
 The  worship  of  Babylon’s  gods,  history  tells  us,  led  to  incredible 
 perversion.  Pastor  and  teacher  Eugene  Peterson  rightly  refers  to  the 
 spiritual  pursuits  of  ancient  Canaan  as  “sex  and  death  religions.” 



 The  contrast,  in  Israel’s  eyes,  between  the  Baal,  Asherah,  or 
 Chemosh  of  the  surrounding  nations,  and  their  own  Yahweh  would 
 have  been  staggering.  Israel’s  was  a  God  who  lovingly  pursued  His 
 people;  these  others  required  of  their  followers  everything  from  child 
 sacri�ce to ritual prostitution. 

 In  spite  of  this,  Scripture  also  chronicles  how  the  nations  ultimately 
 enticed  even  Israel  to  follow  false  gods.  The  book  of  Judges  is  a 
 seemingly  never-ending  cycle  of  waywardness  and  redemption  and 
 more  waywardness.  Solomon,  the  son  of  Israel’s  greatest  king, 
 plunges  headlong  into  his  pursuit  of  the  pagan  gods  of  his  pagan 
 wives.  The  books  of  1  and  2  Kings  recount  how  God’s  prophets 
 struggled  mightily  against  those  who  sought  to  establish  among  the 
 Israelites the religions of their neighbors. 

 Where  in  all  of  this  is  the  application  for  us,  and  what  in  the  world 
 does  it  have  to  do  with  joy  or  Christmas?  Israel’s  God  was  and  is  God 
 with  us  –  Immanuel.  He  isn’t  aloof,  detached,  or  distant.  In  the  birth 
 of  Jesus,  God  Himself  took  on  �esh,  John  tells  us,  and  made  his 
 dwelling  place  (literally  “set  up  his  tent”)  among  us.  David’s  psalm  of 
 thanks,  recounted  in  our  verses  from  1  Chronicles,  declares  that 
 “strength  and  joy”  are  found  in  God’s  “dwelling  place.”  In  a  season 
 when,  ironically,  it’s  not  hard  to  lose  Jesus  in  the  hustle  and  bustle, 
 may  God  remind  us  again  that  the  strength  we  desperately  need  and 
 the joy we chase after are waiting for us only in His presence. 

 REFLECT 

 Christian  author  Philip  Yancey  rightly  observes  that  “when  a  society 
 loses  faith  in  its  gods,  or  God,  lesser  powers  arise  to  take  their  place.” 
 Christmas  is  a  good  time  to  ask  whether  we’re  placing  complete  faith 
 in  Christ  to  give  us  all  we  need,  and  which  false  gods  (comfort, 
 security,  wealth,  work,  pleasure)  are  vying  for  our  time  and 
 attention. 

 PRAY 

 Dear  Father,  remind  me  that  lasting  joy  is  found  only  in  Your 
 presence,  and  that  You  graciously  o�er  me  all  I  need  in  life,  including 
 the strength to face all of life’s challenges. 



 ADVENT :  HOPE | PEACE |  JOY  | LOVE 

 Saturday, December 17, 2022 
 by Natalie Pitman 

 Read Luke 15:3-7 

 …Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I 

 have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you that in the same way there will be more 

 rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 

 persons who do not need to repent. 

 Luke 15:6b-7 

 FOUND 

 Have  you  ever  been  consumed  by  the  need  to  �nd  something  you’ve 
 lost?  Those  who  know  me  well,  know  that  I  really  dislike  losing 
 things,  even  small  things  (sometimes  especially  small  things).  I 
 become  �xated  on  �nding  whatever  I  lost,  willing  to  make  a  mess 
 and  search  multiple  places  in  an  e�ort  to  �nd  it.  Sometimes,  it 
 doesn’t  matter  if  I  have  several  of  the  same  item  –  pens,  hair  ties  or 
 something  else  of  insigni�cance  –  I  feel  compelled  to  �nd  that  one 
 missing  item.  Even  though  I  know  in  the  grand  scheme  of  things  it’s 
 insigni�cant,  I  have  still  found  myself  celebrating  when  I  �nd  what 
 was  lost.  If  I  can  be  excited  over  �nding  something  so  small  and  even 
 meaningless,  how  much  more,  then  does  the  Father  rejoice  over  us, 
 His children, when we are found? 

 I’ve  heard  and  read  the  Parable  of  the  Lost  Sheep  countless  times  in 
 my  life.  As  I’ve  grown  older,  I  understand  more  and  more  that  the 
 shepherd  was  not  only  willing,  but  deeply  desired  to  �nd  that  one 
 lost  sheep.  It  wasn’t  that  that  sheep  was  so  much  more  special  or 
 important  than  the  99  who  weren’t  lost,  but  that  sheep  mattered 
 just  as  much,  and  the  lost  sheep  had  the  greatest  need  for  the 
 shepherd  at  that  time.  Luke  15  tells  us  the  shepherd  rejoiced;  so 
 much so, he called his friends and neighbors together to celebrate. 

 The  song  “Reckless  Love”  by  Cory  Asbury  talks  about  God  chasing 
 after us, letting nothing get in the way of coming after us: 

 “Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending reckless love of God 
 Oh, it chases me down, fights 'til I'm found, leaves the 99… 



 There's no shadow You won't light up 
 Mountain You won't climb up 
 Coming after me 
 There's no wall You won't kick down 
 Lie You won't tear down 
 Coming after me” 

 Just  like  the  shepherd  going  after  the  lost  sheep,  Jesus  deeply  desires 
 to  �nd  each  lost  person.  His  pursuit  of  us  does  not  stop  just  because 
 He  has  the  99.  I  sometimes  feel  unworthy  of  that  pursuit,  but  know 
 that  He  rejoices  just  as  much  over  me  as  he  does  over  each  of  you,  no 
 matter  what  we’ve  done  in  the  past  or  will  do  in  the  future.  I  also 
 need  to  remind  myself  that  Jesus  feels  the  same  way  about  those  who 
 are  di�cult,  unpleasant,  annoying  or  rude.  He  rejoices  over  each  of 
 those  who  come  to  Him  -  no  matter  their  circumstances,  no  matter 
 their  sin.  Just  like  the  shepherd  who  didn’t  leave  the  lost  sheep  to 
 fend  for  itself,  just  as  the  father  in  the  Parable  of  the  Lost  Son  later  in 
 Luke 15, our Heavenly Father rejoices when we are found. 

 REFLECT 

 How  does  the  knowledge  that  Jesus  rejoices  over  each  of  us  impact 
 your view of Him? Your view of  yourself? Your view of others? 

 PRAY 

 Father,  thank  You  for  coming  after  me,  for  being  a  God  who  seeks  to 
 save  the  lost.  I  am  humbled  that  You  rejoice  over  me.  Help  me  to  see 
 others  the  way  You  do  and  to  rejoice  when  they  are  found,  just  as 
 You rejoice over them. 



 Lov� 



 ADVENT :  HOPE | PEACE | JOY |  LOVE 

 Monday, December 19, 2022 
 by Jenn Hoffmeyer 

 Read  Lamentations 3:22-26 

 God’s Great Love 

 “I  know  he  didn’t  mean  it  that  way,  but  that’s  how  it  FEELS!”  My 
 extroverted  daughter  came  to  me  downcast  with  hurt  and 
 frustration  as  her  older  brother  had  declined  her  invitation  to  play 
 family.  Being  an  introvert,  he  often  needed  more  time  to  himself  to 
 re-charge  than  my  daughter,  and  his  answer  sent  her  spiraling  into 
 thoughts  and  feelings  of  un-love  and  rejection.  When  I  explained 
 that  he  simply  needed  some  alone  time  and  that  he  would  want  to 
 play  again,  she  reiterated  her  belief  that  he  didn’t  really  love  her 
 because  he  said  no.  As  I  tried  once  more  to  reassure  her  of  her 
 brother’s  love,  she  looked  me  desperately  in  the  eyes  and  said,  “I 
 know  he  didn’t  mean  to  be  unloving,  but  mom,  that’s  how  it 
 FEELS!” 

 How  often  have  I  said  something  similar  to  God?!  I  know  in  my 
 head  God  is  good  and  loving,  but  many  times  it  doesn’t  feel  like  it. 
 We  see  this  scenario  often  in  the  Scriptures,  particularly  with  the 
 Israelites  as  they  drift  in  and  out  of  relationship  with  the  God  who 
 delivered  them  from  slavery  and  established  them  in  the  Promised 
 Land. 

 In  Jeremiah’s  �rst  book  (of  his  own  name),  we  read  the  prophet’s 
 many  warnings  to  the  people  of  Judah  to  repent  and  turn  from  their 
 idolatry  and  rebellion.  Like  a  good  parent,  God  gave  them  multiple 
 warnings;  when  they  did  not  repent,  God  allowed  the  nation  and  its 
 capital  city  of  Jerusalem  to  be  destroyed.  The  consequences  of  the 
 peoples’  sin  were  harsh  and  caused  them  to  live  in  di�cult,  desperate 
 conditions. They probably felt fairly unloved, alone, and hopeless. 

 Jeremiah,  however,  took  an  interesting  approach.  He  wrote  a  second 
 book,  Lamentations,  which  begins  by  describing  all  the  hardships  he 



 and  the  Israelites  were  facing:  destruction,  a�iction,  famine, 
 poverty,  sorrow,  and  defeat.  In  Chapter  2,  he  switches  to  his  and 
 Israel’s  perception  of  the  Lord  –  how  God  has  dishonored  Judah 
 without  pity  (vs.  2),  how  he  is  like  a  �erce  enemy  that  has  struck 
 them  down  in  anger  (vs.  3-5),  and  how  he  rejected  their  worship  and 
 laid waste to the temple (vs. 6-7). 

 But  Jeremiah  doesn’t  stay  there.  Instead  of  staying  focused  on  the 
 di�cult  circumstances  and  his  feelings  about  God,  the  people,  and 
 their  situation,  Jeremiah  gives  us  a  fabulous  example  of  how  to 
 preach to our hearts! In Chapter 3 he says: 

 21  Yet  this  I  call  to  mind  and  therefore  I  have  hope:  22  Because 

 of  the  Lord’s  great  love  we  are  not  consumed,  for  his 
 compassions  never  fail.  23  They  are  new  every  morning;  great 
 is  your  faithfulness.  24  I  say  to  myself,  “The  Lord  is  my  portion; 
 therefore  I  will  wait  for  him.”  25  The  Lord  is  good  to  those 
 whose  hope  is  in  him,  to  the  one  who  seeks  him;  26  it  is  good  to 
 wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. 

 He  brings  to  mind  the  reason  he  can  hope.  The  truth  is  that  God  has 
 an  un-ending,  never-failing,  all-consuming  love  for  His  children.  He 
 has  a  store-house  of  mercy  and  compassion  that  never  runs  dry.  It  is 
 refreshed and made new each day. 

 It’s  easy  to  read  the  Old  Testament  and  see  only  the  judgment  and 
 wrath  of  God.  It  feels  like  God  doesn’t  always  love.  But  Jeremiah 
 reminds  us  of  the  truth:  that  God’s  primary  bent  toward  His  people 
 is  compassion  –  a  deep,  abiding  love  that  never  fails.  Yes,  God 
 allowed  Judah  to  be  defeated  and  humiliated,  but  “because  of  the 
 Lord’s  great  love”  Israel  was  not  decimated  and  forgotten.  Instead, 
 they  were  given  the  opportunity  to  practice  faith  by  putting  their 
 trust in Him, waiting on Him, and hoping for their salvation. 

 When  we  face  di�culties  and  disasters  -  whether  due  to  our  own  sin 
 or  someone  else’s  choices  -  may  we  be  like  Jeremiah  and  remind  our 
 hearts  of  God’s  great  love  for  us.  Our  circumstances  may  feel 
 hopeless,  but  we  have  seen  and  can  remember  the  extent  of  God’s 



 love:  He  came  from  heaven  to  earth,  su�ered  a  gruesome  death  to 
 take  our  punishment,  and  rose  again  so  we  can  experience  glorious 
 life  with  Him  forever!  May  we  call  these  truths  to  our  minds  and 
 preach  them  to  our  hearts  this  advent  season  as  we  seek  after  and 
 wait on the Lord. 

 REFLECT 

 Is there a circumstance you’re currently facing (or recently went 
 through) that is causing you to feel unloved by God? 

 Jeremiah recalled some truths he knew about God and basically 
 preached those truths to his own heart and soul. What are some 
 ways you can “call to mind” truths of God’s love and have them 
 preached to your heart? 

 PRAY 

 Heavenly Father, 

 Sometimes  I  get  caught  up  in  my  feelings  and  forget  the  truth  of 
 your  great  love.  I  deserve  judgment  and  wrath,  yet  because  of  your 
 heart  of  compassion,  I  can  trust  You  and  have  hope  for  my  eternal 
 future.  As  I  anticipate  Christmas  and  celebrate  the  birth  of  your 
 Son,  remind  me  to  seek  after  You.  Help  my  heart  to  trust  Your  Word 
 and  not  be  discouraged  by  my  circumstances  or  my  feelings.  I  want 
 to  wait  on  You  and  experience  Your  mercies  fresh  each  day.  Thank 
 you for who you are and your faithfulness to me. Amen. 



 ADVENT :  HOPE | PEACE | JOY |  LOVE 

 Tuesday, December 20, 2022 
 by Ashley Slight 

 Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. 

 It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice 

 at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all 

 things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. 

 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 

 God’s Perfect Love 

 Many  of  us  know  and  love  this  passage  of  scripture;  it  is  a  hallmark 
 of  weddings  and  ceremonies  and  holidays  precisely  because  of  its 
 reminder  that  love  is  the  greatest  of  blessings  and  the  most 
 important  piece  of  our  relationship  with  God,  and  with  each  other. 
 We  want  those  who  love  us  to  be  patient,  kind,  humble,  joyful, 
 resilient,  and  eternal.  And  we  want  our  love  for  others  to  emulate 
 these  same  qualities,  especially  during  the  Christmas  season.  God 
 gives  us  the  perfect  formula  for  what  love  is  meant  to  be,  and  what  it 
 can  accomplish.  And  sometimes  I  am  saddened  or  disappointed  that 
 the  way  I  show  love  to  others  isn’t  as  perfect  as  this;  it  can  be  riddled 
 with resentments or childish ways. 

 This  year  in  re-reading  this  passage,  though,  I  remembered  that  God 
 Himself  IS  love  and  I  was  able  to  read  it  from  a  di�erent  perspective. 
 He  is  patient  and  kind,  He  bears  all  things,  believes  all  things,  hopes 
 all  things,  endures  all  things.  When  we  think  of  how  He  gave  his 
 only  Son  for  us,  and  how  Jesus  came  down  to  earth  and  was  born  as 
 a  man,  it  gives  new  meaning  to  the  entire  passage.  God  has  always 
 been  love,  and  that  is  fully  proven  with  the  birth,  the  life,  and  the 
 death  of  Jesus  Christ.  Without  His  love  for  us,  these  acts  of  love  lose 
 their  meaning.  So  many,  myself  included,  forget  the  love  for  us  in  the 
 birth of Jesus. 

 The  holiday  season  can  be  lonely  for  some,  and  this  passage  may 
 sometimes  seem  cruel  to  remind  us  of  the  lack  of  perfect  love  we 
 experience  on  a  daily  basis.  But  it  should  remind  us  of  how  loved  we 
 are  by  Him.  I  believe  many  of  us  currently  see  and  experience  love 
 dimly  here  on  earth,  as  verse  12  notes,  but  we  can  eventually  see  love 
 face  to  face  in  all  its  glory,  fully  known,  through  Him,  in  Jesus 



 Christ.  I  hope  this  passage  reminds  the  lonely  that  they  are  loved  so 
 perfectly  by  God,  through  Jesus,  and  even  if  they  only  feel  it  dimly 
 now,  they  will  feel  it  face  to  face  someday,  and  it  never  ends,  endures 
 all  things,  and  is  always  perfect.  The  truth  of  that  is  worth  rejoicing 
 in. 

 REFLECT 

 When  reading  the  passage,  does  it  initially  make  you  sad  in  any  way? 
 Does  it  make  you  re�ect  on  how  you  love  others?  Or  how  they  love 
 you? 

 How can we see more clearly the perfect Love that God has for us? 

 PRAY 

 Father  God,  please  help  us  to  remember  the  love  you  have  for  us  this 
 Christmas  season,  and  how  perfect  that  love  is.  Help  us  to  forgive 
 ourselves  of  our  imperfect  love  at  times,  knowing  that  we  sometimes 
 only  see  dimly  what  is  made  perfect  through  you.  Help  us  to 
 experience  the  joy  of  knowing  how  loved  we  are  by  you,  represented 
 by the birth of Jesus Christ here on earth. 
 In Jesus’ name. Amen. 



 ADVENT :  HOPE | PEACE | JOY |  LOVE 

 Wednesday, December 21 , 2022 
 by Dave Reeves 

 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who 

 loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not 

 know God, because God is love. This is how God showed His love among us: He 

 sent His one and only Son into the world that we might live through Him. This is 

 love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning 

 sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love 

 one another. 

 1 John 4:7-11 

 God Demonstrates His Love 

 1  John  4:7-11  is  fairly  straightforward  in  its  instruction  to  the 
 reader.  If  you  believe  in  God  and  are  a  part  of  His  family,  you  need  to 
 love  one  another,  because  that’s  what  God  does.  While  these  verses 
 are  fairly  simple  in  their  prescription,  they  are  also  very  di�cult  in 
 their  application.  Or,  to  phrase  it  another  way,  “easier  said  than 
 done.” But why is it that? 

 I  think  it’s  because  we  have  a  very  self-centered  concept  of  love, 
 which  is  unlike  the  love  God  is  calling  us  to.  God  calls  us  to  agape,  or 
 the  highest  form  of  love.  God’s  concept  of  love  is  other-centered.  In 
 verse  10,  we  learn  that  God’s  love  for  us  is  so  great  that  He  would 
 sacri�ce  His  own  Son  for  us.  Think  about  the  pain,  sorrow  and 
 anguish that kind of love entails. 

 We  think  of  love  as  warm,  fuzzy  and  feel  good.  And  isn’t  that  why 
 we  crave  it?  Doesn’t  everyone  want  to  be  loved?  But  the  issue  is  that 
 we  often  will  only  give  love  if  we  receive  love  in  return.  Love  like  this 
 becomes  a  transaction  and  comes  with  conditions.  That’s  not  the 
 way  God  is,  and  that  is  not  how  God  calls  us  to  love.  The  Bible  reads, 
 “But  God  demonstrates  His  own  love  for  us  in  this:  While  we  were 
 still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8. 

 God  loves  and  o�ers  us  His  Son  as  we  are:  without  conditions  or 
 stipulations.  The  Bible  is  clear  that  God  loves  us  despite  our  sinful 
 ways and has love for all sinners, even though our sin grieves God. 



 So  how  do  we  learn  to  love  like  God  does?  We  submit  to  God  and 
 accept  His  Son  as  our  savior  and  He  will  change  us  from  the  inside 
 out.  The  Bible  teaches  us  that  once  we  accept  Jesus  as  our  savior  we 
 are  supernaturally  changed  and  enter  into  a  discipleship  where  we 
 become more and more like Jesus. 

 “Therefore,  if  anyone  is  in  Christ,  the  new  creation  has  come:  The 
 old has gone, the new is here!” 1 Corinthians 5:7. 

 I  can  attest  to  this  from  experience.  Growing  up,  I  hated  my  dad. 
 Shameful,  I  know,  but  it  was  where  I  was  at  in  my  life  before  Christ. 
 My  dad  was  a  hard  man  to  love.  He  was  an  alcoholic,  drug  addict  and 
 prone  to  violence.  I  didn’t  love  my  dad,  because  he  wasn’t  a  good 
 dad.  My  love  came  with  conditions.  I  chose  to  hate  him  because  of 
 the pain and sorrow he caused our family. 

 It  wasn’t  until  after  I  accepted  Christ  as  my  personal  Lord  and 
 Savior  that  I  made  a  decision  to  love  my  dad  despite  his  sins.  That’s 
 not  to  say  that  I  would  excuse  his  sins,  but  I  also  wouldn’t  let  those 
 sins  keep  me  from  loving  him,  and  I  wouldn’t  allow  his  sins  to  cause 
 me  to  sin  by  hating  him.  When  we  accept  Jesus,  we  learn  that  we  are 
 all  sinners  and  that  our  sin  grieves  God,  just  like  people’s  sins  can 
 grieve  us.  But  God’s  answer  isn’t  to  hate,  it  is  to  love.  My 
 relationship  with  my  dad  was  never  warm  and  fuzzy.  It  was  also 
 never  close,  but  there  was  love  there.  And  that  love  only  came  by  the 
 grace of God. 

 REFLECT 

 What motivates you to love? 
 Does your love come with conditions? 

 PRAY 

 Father  God  thank  you  for  loving  us,  Teach  us  to  love  like  you. 
 Forgive  us  when  we  fall  short  and  help  us  to  be  more  and  more  like 
 Jesus, Amen. 



 ADVENT :  HOPE | PEACE | JOY |  LOVE 

 Thursday, December 22, 2022 
 by Karina Hellinga 

 Read Romans 8:31-38 

 Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer 

 loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or 

 destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death?  (As the Scriptures say, “For 

 your sake we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.”)  No, 

 despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved 

 us. And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. 

 Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today 

 nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us 

 from God’s love. 

 Romans 8:35-38 NLT 

 Nothing Can Separate Us from 

 God’s Love 

 Have  you  ever  found  yourself  explaining  to  someone  that  through 
 God’s  love,  they  can  overcome  despair,  worry,  and  fear?  And  that 
 because  of  Christ’s  love,  overwhelming  victory  is  ours?  As  a  new  and 
 proud  mother  of  three  beautiful  children,  these  last  nine  months 
 have  allowed  me  to  re�ect  on  how  God’s  love  can  do  just  that  for 
 them.  All  three  of  our  precious  children  had  to  experience  the  loss  of 
 their  biological  mother  at  the  ages  of  2,  4,  and  6.  They  have  already 
 experienced  the  deepest  part  of  this  scripture  passage  at  such  young 
 ages. 

 While  explaining  to  them  the  truth  that  they  will  never  be  separated 
 from  God’s  love,  I  realized  I  was  also  experiencing  despair  and  worry. 
 My  life  had  changed  –  certainly  for  the  best!  But  the  journey  has 
 challenged  me  greatly  and  given  me  ponderance  on  how  and  why 
 this  new  life  that  God  has  chosen  to  bless  me  with  could  also  be  so 
 di�cult.  In  the  past,  my  ability  to  manage  work  and  life  balance  was 
 always  easy.  Today,  it  feels  more  like  juggling  eight  watermelons,  and 



 for  a  small-stature  person,  it’s  not  easy.  How  could  God’s  love  for  me 
 give me balance through Him? 

 To  my  children,  not  being  “good  enough”  at  a  sport,  activity,  or 
 school,  makes  them  feel  separated  from  their  peers.  As  they  share 
 those  emotions  with  me,  I  turn  them  to  God  and  his  word  that 
 neither  fears  for  today  or  worries  about  tomorrow  –  not  even  the 
 powers  of  hell  can  separate  us  from  God’s  love  through  Christ.  I  ask 
 my  children  to  lean  on  God,  seek  his  refuge,  and  place  their  burdens 
 onto  him  because  he  carried  the  cross  and  died  for  our  sins,  and  all  is 
 possible through his love. 

 My  words  of  encouragement  to  my  children  have  given  me  a 
 perspective  that  God’s  love  is  undeniable  with  no  boundaries.  That 
 no  matter  what  troubles  my  children  (or  I)  are  experiencing,  his  love 
 will guide us through victory. 

 REFLECT 

 Given  your  trouble,  fear,  anxiety,  or  despair,  how  has  God’s  love 
 guided you to victory? 

 When  teaching  others  about  God’s  love,  have  you  discovered  God  is 
 nudging you to apply the same truth? 

 PRAY 

 Father,  I  seek  you  because  you  love  me  and  are  in  control.  Help  me  to 
 always  lean  on  you  when  faced  with  fears  for  today  and  worries  of 
 tomorrow.  Thank  you  that  nothing  in  all  creation  will  ever  be  able  to 
 separate us from your love revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



 ADVENT :  HOPE | PEACE | JOY |  LOVE 

 Friday, December 23, 2022 
 by Laurie Moromisato 

 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.  If you keep 

 my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

 commandments and abide in his love.  These things I have spoken to you, that 

 my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.  “This is my commandment, 

 that you love one another as I have loved you.  Greater love has no one than 

 this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.” 

 John 15:9-13 ESV 

 His Unfathomable Love 

 This  passage  paints  a  vivid  picture  of  Jesus  just  after  leaving  the 
 upper  room,  walking  intimately  with  his  eleven  faithful  disciples, 
 through  Jerusalem  toward  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane.  His  words 
 were  thoughtful  and  passionate  as  he  shared  his  love  for  them  as  well 
 as  a  new  commandment.  Jesus  knew  his  time  with  his  disciples  was 
 limited  and  used  this  time  to  instill  his  �nal  instructions.  He  was  on 
 his  way  to  being  betrayed,  put  on  trial,  beaten  and  dis�gured,  then 
 cruci�ed only to ful�ll the ultimate act of love. 

 With  only  hours  left  to  spend  with  his  disciples,  Jesus  continued  to 
 give  them  instruction  as  he  repeatedly  encouraged  them  to  abide  in 
 him  and  his  love,  to  continue  to  remain  in  him,  and  to  live  in  his  love 
 so  that  they  can  share  this  love  with  others.  Jesus  expresses  his  deep 
 love  for  the  disciples  by  saying  that  they  are  loved  in  the  same  way  as 
 the  Father  loves  him  (how  powerful  is  that!).  Thankfully,  we  too  are 
 blessed to share this amazing love with the Father! 

 Jesus  reminds  his  disciples  the  importance  of  keeping  his 
 commandments  so  they  can  remain  in  his  love,  just  as  he  has  kept  his 
 Father’s  commandments  and  remains  in  his  love.  This  act  of  faith 
 will  �ll  them  with  his  complete  joy.  He  then  shares  his  new 
 commandment,  to  “love  one  another  as  I  have  loved  you.”  This  is  a 
 tall  order,  especially  having  already  asked  them  to  abide  in  his  love 
 and  now  they  are  commanded  to  love  one  another  as  he  has  loved 
 them.  Jesus  continues,  “Greater  love  has  no  one  than  this,  that 



 someone  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends.”  This  is  an  insight  into 
 what  is  about  to  transpire  -  Jesus’  death  on  the  cross  and  resurrection 
 ful�lls  the  ultimate  act  of  love  and  obedience  for  those  who  need 
 forgiveness  for  sin.  What  a  powerful  example  of  sacri�cial  love  for 
 your friends! 

 “No  longer  do  I  call  you  servants,  for  the  servant  does  not  know  what 
 his  master  is  doing;  but  I  have  called  you  friends,  for  all  that  I  have 
 heard from my Father I have made known to you.” 
 John 15:15 

 Jesus’  example  of  the  love  between  him  and  his  Father  is 
 unfathomable,  but  to  share  all  that  he’s  heard  from  his  Father  with 
 the  disciples  is  an  honor,  a  privilege  ,  and  a  true  act  of  love  and 
 complete  trust.  Once  again,  they  had  big  shoes  to  �ll  -  they  are  to 
 abide  in  his  love,  to  love  one  another,  and  to  share  his  word  with 
 others.  Jesus  knows  their  love  and  commitment  to  him  and  he  now 
 calls his friends to ministry. 

 We,  too,  are  called  to  ministry  –  to  be  ambassadors  for  Jesus  Christ. 
 Our  life  example  is  Jesus  -  to  love  others,  to  serve,  to  teach,  and 
 disciple  others  by  sharing  his  word.  Jesus  promises  us  a  helper  and 
 comforter,  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  empowers  and  strengthens  us.  We 
 are  �lled  with  his  love  and  are  blessed  with  forgiveness,  answered 
 prayers, peace, and eternity in heaven! 

 “My  Father’s  house  has  many  rooms;  if  that  were  not  so,  would  I  have 
 told  you  that  I  am  going  there  to  prepare  a  place  for  you?  And  if  I  go 
 and  prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come  back  and  take  you  to  be  with 
 me that you also may be where I am.” 
 John 14:2-3 

 REFLECT 

 How  does  the  promise  of  eternal  life  with  Jesus  impact  your  daily  life 
 here on earth? 



 Have  you  ever  sacri�ced  perhaps  your  time  or  resources  to  help  a 
 friend or family member during their time of need? 

 Can you think of a time when someone made this sacri�ce for you? 

 PRAY 

 Father,  I  seek  you  because  you  love  me  and  are  in  control.  Help  me  to 
 always  lean  on  you  when  faced  with  fears  for  today  and  worries  of 
 tomorrow.  Thank  you  that  nothing  in  all  creation  will  ever  be  able  to 
 separate us from your love revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



 ADVENT :  HOPE | PEACE | JOY |  LOVE 

 Saturday, December 24, 2022 
 by Dan Hall 

 Read  Zephaniah 3:14-17 

 Love Changes Us 

 When  our  daughter  Jennifer  was  between  two  and  three  years  old, 
 occasionally  after  dinner  I  would  give  mom  a  brief  respite  from  a 
 long  day  with  a  talkative  and  inquisitive  toddler.  We  would  draw 
 awesome  and  innovative  pictures  and  practice  learning  the  alphabet 
 with  crayons  on  big  sheets  of  leftover  computer  paper  I  brought 
 home  from  work.  That  was  good,  but  before  she  would  lose  interest 
 I  would  turn  on  the  stereo  and  put  on  some  of  my  favorite  music. 
 Then  with  great  joy  and  intensity  my  daughter  and  I  would  dance 
 and  sing  loudly  as  we  were  transported  around  the  co�ee  table  and 
 the  living  room  by  the  music  and  our  feet.  We  would  carry  on  like 
 this  until  her  bath  time.  It  is  important  to  know  that  dancing  and 
 singing  are  not  my  "gifts",  but  the  delight  and  fun  of  trying  was 
 made  ever  so  much  easier  because  of  the  smiles  and  giggles  of  my 
 little  beloved.  Her  beautiful  innocence  combined  with  the  joy  of  just 
 having  fun  with  her  dad  transformed  both  of  us.  And  while  these 
 moments  occurred  during  a  very  intense  time  in  our  young  family's 
 life  over  32  years  ago,  my  memory  of  these  times  with  her  lives 
 indelibly  on  in  my  heart,  causing  me  to  both  weep  and  smile  as  I 
 recall  them.  Even  so,  this  is  such  a  small  example  of  the  intense  joy 
 believers  and  the  Lord  himself  will  share  when  the  King  of  Israel,  the 
 Lord, is in our midst and he showers us with his favor and love. 

 It  had  been  over  two  generations  since  the  northern  ten  tribes  of  the 
 kingdom  of  Israel  had  been  exiled  from  the  promised  land  by  Assyria 
 in  722  BC  because  they  had  turned  from  God.  Judah  was  witness  to 
 the  invasion  and  demise  of  her  northern  brothers,  and  yet  she  still 
 did  not  repent  and  turn  back  to  Him.  Now  in  the  days  of  Josiah, 
 king  of  Judah  (Zeph  1:1),  who  sought  to  return  his  people  back  to 
 God  and  His  covenant  promises,  the  prophet  Zephaniah  was  sent 
 from  God  with  a  message  of  greatest  importance:  Judah  and  her 



 surrounding  enemies  will  experience  judgment  by  God  for  their 
 rebellion,  sins,  and  wickedness  on  the  coming  day  of  the  Lord. 
 However  (after  judgment,  Zephaniah  also  reveals  the  Lord's  voice  of 
 salvation  at  the  end  of  his  book)  He  will  save  Gentile  peoples  of  the 
 surrounding  nations  and  a  remnant  of  Judah  and  Jerusalem  that  are 
 humble and call upon the name of the Lord (Zeph 3:9-13). 

 Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 
 shout, O Israel! 

 Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
 O daughter of Jerusalem! 

 The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; 
 he has cleared away your enemies. 

 The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 
 you shall never again fear evil. 

 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
 “Fear not, O Zion; 

 let not your hands grow weak. 
 The LORD your God is in your midst, 

 a mighty one who will save; 
 he will rejoice over you with gladness; 

 he will quiet you by his love; 
 he will exult over you with loud singing. (ESV) 

 Note  that  the  people  (daughters  of  Zion  and  Jerusalem)  are  to  sing 
 aloud  to  their  Father.  Also  note  that  the  prophet  twice  utters  that 
 the  Lord  is  in  your  midst-  and  because  of  His  presence  and  might 
 they  will  not  fear  evil  or  grow  weak,  and  that  they  will  be  saved  and 
 He will rejoice over them in gladness and love with loud singing. 

 This  prophecy  �nds  �nal  ful�llment  in  Jesus  Christ,  who  satis�ed 
 God’s  judgment  against  sin  and  overcame  his  enemies  through  his 
 death  on  the  Cross  (Rom  3:23-25).  In  this  season  of  Advent,  as  we 
 anticipate  and  celebrate  His  coming  as  an  innocent  child,  we  also 
 seek his presence, strength, salvation, love, and His rejoicing over us. 

 Love is beautiful and amazing. 

 Love  is  a  verb,  yet  it  causes  us  to  embody  feelings  so  intense  that  we 
 want  to  embrace  them  forever.  For  those  that  have  experienced 
 di�culties in life and relationships, love hurts. 



 Love costs. 

 Love  can  be  a  di�cult  proposition  because  it  involves  risk  and 
 making oneself vulnerable. 

 We  protect  ourselves  from  losing  it  to  the  point  of  putting  self 
 defense  mechanisms  in  place  to  keep  from  feeling  the  potentially 
 painful  sense  of  loss  should  either  party  in  the  relationship  turn 
 away. 

 REFLECT 

 Do we do this with God and His love for us? 

 Or  do  we  believe  and  embrace  the  promises  of  his  love  for  us?  We  can 
 search  our  day  to  day  life  for  clues.  How  we  live  and  love  others  we 
 cannot  do  with  God  because  He  knows  everything  about  us.  We 
 cannot hide. 

 PRAY 

 Father  God,  thank  you  for  loving  us-  despite  the  cost  and  di�culties 
 of  doing  so-  and  covering  us  with  your  grace,  gladness,  and  loud 
 singing.  Help  each  of  us  to  love  others  in  a  way  that  will  point  them 
 to you so they might see that you are rejoicing over them also. 



 Thanks for reading! 

 Merry Christmas! 

 Let’s celebrate the birth of our King 
 at Nova on Christmas morning. 


