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1 My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show 
favoritism. 2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine 
clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. 3 If you show special 
attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,”          
but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” 4 have       
you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 
5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in       
the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those 
who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting 
you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 7 Are they not the ones 
who are blaspheming the noble name of him to whom you belong? 
8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” 
you are doing right. 9 But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law   
as lawbreakers. 
James 2:1-9 
 
 
Context and Command 
 

• Cultural context 
 

• Command 
 

8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as 
yourself,” you are doing right. 9 But if you show favoritism, you sin and are 
convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 
James 2:8-9 
 
So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums 
up the Law and the Prophets. 
Matthew 7:12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What does God think of us? 
 

For God does not show favoritism. 
Romans 2:11 

 
• We are equal in our sin. 

 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
Romans 3:23 

 
 

• We are equal in salvation. 
 

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 
Ephesians 2:8-9 

 
 

• We are equal in worth. 
 

For you created my inmost being; 
    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
Psalm 139:13 
 
27 So God created mankind in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created them; 
    male and female he created them. 
Genesis 1:27 
 
You were bought at a price… 
1 Corinthians 7:23a 

 
For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and 
therefore all died. 
2 Corinthians 5:14 

 
 
How can we overcome favoritism? 
 

• Don’t let your preferences become your prejudices. 
 

3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value 
others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you       
to the interests of the others. 
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 2:3-5 

 


