
The Day of the Lord 
VOICES OF RESISTANCE AND HOPE – Part 3 

July 11, 2021 

 

 

An overview of Joel: 
 

• Key phrase:  The day of the Lord 

 

• Key scriptures:  Joel 2:11, 28-29 

 

• Jesus in Joel:  After his resurrection, Jesus promises to send the Holy 

Spirit. 

 
(Jesus) But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 

of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8 

 
16 (Peter)…this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 
17 “‘In the last days, God says, 
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
    your young men will see visions, 
    your old men will dream dreams. 
18 Even on my servants, both men and women, 
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
    and they will prophesy. 
19 I will show wonders in the heavens above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
    blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
20 The sun will be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood 

    before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 
21 And everyone who calls 

    on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 

Acts 2:16-21 
 
 
 
 
 



I. “This is the worst year, ever!” 

A devastating locust invasion 

Joel 1:1-12 

 

II. “You ain’t seen nothing, yet!” 

The Day of the Lord is coming 

Joel 1:13-2:11 

 

III. “Get right with God.” 

Do the right thing, not the religious thing. 

Joel 2:12-17 

 

IV. “What happens when we repent?” 

Judgment becomes blessing. 

Joel 2:18-3:20 
 
 

1 The word of the LORD that came to Joel son of Pethuel. 
2 Hear this, you elders; 
    listen, all who live in the land. 
Has anything like this ever happened in your days 
    or in the days of your ancestors? 
Joel 1:1-2 

 
3 Tell it to your children, 
    and let your children tell it to their children, 
    and their children to the next generation. 
Joel 1:3 

 
4 What the locust swarm has left 
    the great locusts have eaten; 
what the great locusts have left 
    the young locusts have eaten; 
what the young locusts have left 
    other locusts have eaten. 
5 Wake up, you drunkards, and weep! 
    Wail, all you drinkers of wine; 
wail because of the new wine, 
    for it has been snatched from your lips. 
Joel 1:4-5 

 
 



13 Put on sackcloth, you priests, and mourn; 
    wail, you who minister before the altar. 
Come, spend the night in sackcloth, 
    you who minister before my God; 
for the grain offerings and drink offerings 
    are withheld from the house of your God. 
14 Declare a holy fast; 
    call a sacred assembly. 
Summon the elders 
    and all who live in the land 
to the house of the LORD your God, 
    and cry out to the LORD. 
Joel 1:13-14 

 
15 Alas for that day! 
    For the day of the LORD is near; 
    it will come like destruction from the Almighty. 
16 Has not the food been cut off 

    before our very eyes— 

joy and gladness 

    from the house of our God? 
17 The seeds are shriveled 

    beneath the clods. 

The storehouses are in ruins, 

    the granaries have been broken down, 

    for the grain has dried up. 
18 How the cattle moan! 

    The herds mill about 

because they have no pasture; 

    even the flocks of sheep are suffering. 

Joel 1:15-18 
 

1 Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
    sound the alarm on my holy hill. 
Let all who live in the land tremble, 
    for the day of the LORD is coming. 
It is close at hand— 
2     a day of darkness and gloom, 
    a day of clouds and blackness. 
Like dawn spreading across the mountains 
    a large and mighty army comes, 
such as never was in ancient times 
    nor ever will be in ages to come. 
Joel 2:1-2 

 



6 At the sight of them, nations are in anguish; 

    every face turns pale. 

Joel 2:6 

 
10 Before them the earth shakes, 
    the heavens tremble, 
the sun and moon are darkened, 
    and the stars no longer shine. 
11 The LORD thunders 
    at the head of his army; 
his forces are beyond number, 
    and mighty is the army that obeys his command. 
The day of the LORD is great; 
    it is dreadful. 
    Who can endure it? 
Joel 2:10-11 

 
12 “Even now,” declares the LORD, 
    “return to me with all your heart, 
    with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 
13a Rend your heart 
    and not your garments. 
Joel 2:12-13a 

 
13b Return to the LORD your God, 

    for he is gracious and compassionate, 

slow to anger and abounding in love, 

    and he relents (pulls back) from sending calamity. 
14 Who knows? He may turn and relent 

    and leave behind a blessing— 

Joel 2:13b-14 

 
18 Then the LORD was jealous for his land 
    and took pity on his people. 
19 The LORD replied to them: 
“I am sending you grain, new wine and olive oil, 
    enough to satisfy you fully; 
never again will I make you 
    an object of scorn to the nations. 
20 “I will drive the northern horde far from you… 
21     Do not be afraid, land of Judah; 
    be glad and rejoice. 
Surely the LORD has done great things! 
Joel 2:18-21 

 



23 Be glad, people of Zion, 

    rejoice in the LORD your God… 

Joel 2:23 

 
25 “I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten 
Joel 2:25 

 
28 “And afterward, 
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
    your old men will dream dreams, 
    your young men will see visions. 
29 Even on my servants, both men and women, 
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 
30 I will show wonders in the heavens 
    and on the earth, 
Joel 2:28-30 

 
 

Lessons from the book of Joel: 
 

1. Reflect when encountering trials and tough times. 
 

13a Rend your heart 
    and not your garments. 
Joel 2:13a 

 

2. When God brings justice, there will be judgement. 
 

16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God 
that you bear that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s 
household; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do 
not obey the gospel of God? 
1 Peter 4:16-17 

 
He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
    And what does the LORD require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 
    and to walk humbly with your God. 
Micah 6:8 

 
 
 
 
 



3. God prefers forgiveness over judgement. 
 

8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 
9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be 
saved from God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s 
enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much 
more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 
Romans 5:8-10 

 
 


