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55 “Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his brothers 
James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? 56 Aren’t all his sisters with us? 
Matthew 13:55-56a 
 
When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is 
out of his mind.” 
Mark 3:21 
 
1 Jesus left there and went to his hometown…2 When the Sabbath came, he began to 
teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed. 
“Where did this man get these things?” they asked. “What’s this wisdom that has been 
given him? What are these remarkable miracles he is performing? 3 Isn’t this the 
carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? 
Aren’t his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. 
4 Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own town, among his 
relatives and in his own home.” 
Mark 6:1-4 
 
1 After this, Jesus went around in Galilee. He did not want to go about in Judea because 
the Jewish leaders there were looking for a way to kill him. 2 But when the Jewish 
Festival of Tabernacles was near, 3 Jesus’ brothers said to him, “Leave Galilee and go 
to Judea, so that your disciples there may see the works you do. 4 No one who wants to 
become a public figure acts in secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself 
to the world.” 5 For even his own brothers did not believe in him. 
John 7:1-5 
 
12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a 
Sabbath day’s walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room 
where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip 
and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, 
and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the 
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 
Acts 1:12-14  
 
 
 
 



9 Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position. 10 But the 
rich should take pride in their humiliation—since they will pass away like a wild flower. 
11 For the sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its 
beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the rich will fade away even while they go about 
their business. 
12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that 
person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. 
James 1:9-12 
 
 
Get a perspective on your net worth: 
 

1. Don’t be arrogant about it. 
 
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 
God! 
1 John 3:1 
 
 

2. Don’t put your hope in it. 
 
Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their 
hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides 
us with everything for our enjoyment. 
1 Timothy 6:17 
 
23 This is what the LORD says: 
“Let not the wise boast of their wisdom 
    or the strong boast of their strength 
    or the rich boast of their riches, 
24 but let the one who boasts boast about this: 
    that they have the understanding to know me, 
that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness, 
    justice and righteousness on earth, 
    for in these I delight,” 
declares the LORD. 
Jeremiah 9:23-24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. Be generous and willing to share it. 
 
18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing 
to share.  
1 Timothy 6:18 
 
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, 
and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and 
steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
Matthew 6:19-21 
 
19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming 
age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 
1 Timothy 6:19 
 
 
 
Questions for discussion: 
 
Icebreaker 
 
What is one piece of advice or wisdom someone gave you when you were younger that 
you still remember and live by today? 
 
 
Digging Deeper 
 
Read James 1:9-12. 

1. If you are in humble circumstances, how can you take pride in your high 
position? 

2. What is low about a rich person’s position? 
3. How does wealth or poverty affect your relationship with God? 

 
Read 1 Timothy 6:17-19. 

1. Why does the Apostle Paul use the strong word, “command” in verses 17 and 
18? 

2. In verse 19, when Paul uses the phrase “In this way,” what is he referring to? 
3. What exhortation do you personally come away with from James 1:9-12 and 1 

Timothy 6:17-19? 


