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Thoughts about work: 
 

Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something 

useful with their own hands, that they may have something to share with those in need. 

Ephesians 4:28 

 

 The Bible begins with God working. 
 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

Genesis 1:1 

 

1 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. 
2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh 

day he rested from all his work.  3 Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, 

because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done. 

Genesis 2:1-2 
 

 

 We were created to work with God and for God. 
 
26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may 
rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild 
animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 
27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. 
Genesis 1:26-27 
 
The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care 
of it. 
Genesis 2:15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Principles for work life: 
 
5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, 
just as you would obey Christ. 6 Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is 
on you, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7 Serve 
wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not people, 8 because you know that 
the Lord will reward each one for whatever good they do, whether they are slave or free. 
9 And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know 
that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with 
him. 
Ephesians 6:5-9 

 

1. Your work is a divine calling. 

 

2. Your work requires all of your heart. 

 

 

 

Questions for discussion: 
 
1. Read Ephesians 6:5-9.  What is one thing about Ephesians 6:5-9 that stood out      

to you? 

 

2. The following Proverbs give principles for how to work to bring God honor.             

As you read them, think about what each one says about work and how that 

principle could be applied in your life. 
        

o Proverbs 10:4  

o Proverbs 14:23  

o Proverbs 22:29  

o Proverbs 31:17  

 

3. While working diligently is important to God, he also wants us to consider our 

motivation and attitude. What principles of motivation and attitude can you identify   

in 1 Timothy 6:6-10? 

 


