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FOREWARD 

 

On behalf of the people of Victory Fellowship, 

Momentum Christian Fellowship, and Nova 

Community Church, we present to you, “40 Days 

Together: A Lenten Devotional.” 

The English word Lent is a shortened form of the Old 

English word lencten, meaning “the season of spring.”  

Lent is a time of spiritual renewal. It is a season of 

preparation during the 40 days and six Sundays before 

Easter. It is a time when we reflect upon the love of 

God and the gift of God’s grace. 

Our devotional, “40 Days Together,” will explore the 

four themes that make up the narrative of the Bible:  

Creation, Fall, Redemption, and Restoration. Then 

we will finish by focusing on the Cross leading up to 

Easter. Every day in the 40-day Lenten season, you 

will connect with a daily reading (except Sunday, a day 

of corporate worship) which will include: a scripture 



 

 

reading, key verse(s), a devotional (written by a 

member of Victory, Momentum, or Nova), questions 

for reflection, and a prayer. 

As brothers and sisters in the family of God, we look 

forward to walking through 40 days together in the 

Lenten season that will lead us to celebrating the 

resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, on 

Easter!  



 

 

  THEME: 

CREATION 
  



 

 

  
1 LET THERE BE 

LIGHT 
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1 
LET THERE BE LIGHT

 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there 
was light. God saw that the light was good, and he 

separated the light from the darkness. 
Genesis 1:1, 3-4

 
READ GENESIS 1:1-5 

As we, the people of Nova Community Church, 
Victory Fellowship, and Momentum Christian 
Fellowship, begin our 40-day journey together, we 
read the first five verses of the scriptures in the book of 
beginnings, Genesis. 

Genesis 1:1 begins with two of the greatest truths 
known to humankind: the existence of the universe - 
the heavens and the earth; and the existence of a God 
who creates. Both of these sources of knowledge are 



 

 

from God, and each of them is a means of knowing 
God. 

The workmanship of God is revealed in Genesis 1:2-
5.  Notice that, in these verses, there is a movement 
toward order out of disorder, and form out of 
formlessness, something that comes out of nothing. 
The Spirit of God is moving to bring light out of 
darkness, to bring shape out of shapelessness, and form 
out of formlessness. 

The first step God took is to create light. "Let there be 
light," he said, and there was light. Light, as we know 
now, is absolutely essential to life. Without light there 
can be no life. The second step God took is to separate 
the light from the darkness. At the physical level, we 
see that God began the process of the earth’s rotation, 
for it is the rotating of the earth upon its axis that 
makes night and day, darkness, and light. Then, on the 
spiritual level, there is the recognition of the existence 
of both good and evil.  In 1:4 we read that light is good 
and darkness is opposed to the light. 



 

 

What meaning does this have for us, as Christians? In 
Jesus, there was the darkness of the crucifixion that 
passed very shortly into the victorious morning of the 
resurrection of a new day and a new life. The very 
beginning of the scriptures reminds us of the one 
eternal event, the resurrection of Jesus Christ, which is 
able to separate us from the darkness of sin and bring 
us into light. In 40 days from now, we will celebrate 
Resurrection Day together! 

REFLECT 

Where does the “light” come from (Psalm 119:105; 
John 1:5, 8:12; 1 John 1:5-9)? 

What does it mean to be the “light of the world” 
(Matthew 5:14-16)? 

 
PRAY 

Dear Heavenly Father, we give you praise for being 
Creator of all things. We are grateful that we can be 
called out of darkness and live in the light of Jesus.  
Amen. 



 

 

  
 

2 ARRRRRGH, 
WHERE ARE 

MY KEYS? 
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2 
ARRRRRGH, WHERE 

ARE MY KEYS?
 

And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant 
yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and 
every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them 

for food. And to every beast of the earth and to every 
bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on 

the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I 
have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 

  Genesis 1:29-30
 
READ PSALM 65:9-13 

In the Avengers’ movies, the evil Thanos has a glove 
that is so powerful that he snaps his fingers once and 
half the universe disappears. Nevertheless, I must 
believe that every once-in-a-while he was tempted to 
use the glove for more mundane tasks. How do I know 
this? Because occasionally, usually when I’m tight for 
time, I find I’ve misplaced something I need. Of 



 

 

course, I know you are far more organized than I am 
and that you NEVER misplace things, but in these 
instances, I’d be willing to give up almost all the dark 
chocolate in my stash to be able to snap my fingers and 
find those keys, that wallet, or that cellphone. 
Universe? Whatever. Ultimate power? Yeah, fine. But 
my car keys, wallet, or cellphone? Now you’re talking.  

So why these mini tragedies? As an OG (Old Guy) 
Engineer I’m generally pretty organized and 
methodical and despite the fact that I grew up in times 
BC (Before Cellphones). I also think I’m still pretty 
mentally capable (although some people think I’m 
delusional when I say the Rams will eventually make it 
back to the Super Bowl). So, what’s the problem?  

Maturity yields the benefit of teaching me that I am a 
limited creature. I get the OG aches and pains, I’m not 
as energetic as I used to be, and I can no longer dunk 
a basketball (okay, I could never dunk a basketball). 
However, as a Christian, I also recognize that Christ 
died to bring me into a relationship with someone who 
is not limited and knows every detail.  



 

 

Look at the passage from Genesis. God, as the 
Creator, has given man, “…every plant yielding 
seed…” and “…every tree with seed...” He also 
provided for “...every beast…every bird”, and 
“…everything that has the breath of life…”. 
Ultimately, He created every organism down to the 
cell, molecule, and atom of its makeup. The Psalmist 
in Psalm 139 even recognized that even we are 
“…fearfully and wonderfully made” by this gracious 
and loving Creator who saw the entirety of our 
potential in the days of our lives, “…even before one 
of them came to be”. (Psalm 139 14,16) 

So why would He do all this? Because He loves His 
creation, and He wants to provide for us. Meticulous 
in detail, unlimited in imagination, and boundless in 
power, in His grace, He gave more to an ungrateful 
undeserving creation than we could ever repay. And 
when things seemed darkest and it seemed that we 
might never be able to be in this relationship, He gave 
one more thing. He gave us His Son on the Cross. 
And as Our Savior breathed His last, and said, “It is 
finished” (John 19:29), He provided the best we could 



 

 

ever receive. We became part of His family. On second 
thought Thanos, you keep the glove, I have something 
better. 

 

REFLECT 

What is something God has given you that you’ve 
taken for granted? Spend a moment thanking him. 

 

PRAY 

Father, your creation speaks to us and shows us who 
you are. Thank you for giving us life and breath and 
everything. May your life-giving word be embedded in 
our hearts and minds. 

  



 

 

3 CHRIST,  
 THE PREEMINENT   
 ONE 
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 3 
CHRIST, THE 

PREEMINENT ONE
 

He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn over all creation…. He is before all things, 

and by Him all things hold together.  
Colossians 1:15, 17

 
READ COLOSSIANS 1:15-18 

What a wonder, that God has told us as human beings, 
that we are created in His very image (Genesis 1:26). 
When Adam and Eve sinned, God’s image in us was 
marred. We still have His image but not the perfect 
image of God that Adam had.  What a dilemma for us 
as humans who could no longer communicate with 
God in His actual presence. How depressing it is to 
think about our desperate situation. What are we to 
do? Amazingly, God had a plan to redeem His image 
in us. 



 

 

God sent His Son, named Jesus, who was and is, not 
only the exact image of God (‘eikon’ – reflect or 
manifest – sense that God is fully revealed in Jesus), 
but truly God Himself, to earth as a human being to 
humbly die in our place. He resurrected victoriously 
from the dead and mercifully paid for our sins!   As 
believers, we can gaze upon Jesus, our Savior and Lord, 
through the Word, and see God Himself. Jesus does 
not simply reflect the Father, He is the Light of God, 
God Himself. What a great thought to realize that as 
we become more like Christ, we are becoming more 
and more like the perfect image of God once again.  
Through Jesus, we can know the unknowable God.  
What astonishing grace! Those who want to seek God 
and all that He is, can find it in Jesus Christ. And as 
we see the beauty and glory of God through all created 
things on earth, we honor and glorify Christ even 
more. 

Some of the Colossians were misrepresenting Christ 
and His image. In this passage, Paul is refuting the 
belief that some held that angels were worthy of 
worship and that Jesus was no higher than them. Paul 



 

 

tells us that Jesus is not a created being, but that He 
created the angelic beings and that they must answer 
to Him. A few taught that Jesus was not God and that 
He did not always exist. Paul confirms that Jesus is 
God, before all things and is the beginning of all 
things. He is truly, fully the eternal God. Jesus unifies 
all of creation, all of the universe, all of life, and 
preserves it through the Word of His power (Hebrews 
1:3).  

Jesus is the first-born, not in time or creation, but as 
the pre-eminent One of the highest rank. He is 
superior over all things and all beings. He will inherit 
all of creation to rule over (Revelation 4:11-5:10). He 
will fulfill God’s original plan for men and women to 
have dominion over the earth as humans in the image 
of God (Genesis 1:26-28), when during the 
Millennium, we will reign with Him who is the King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords. 

 

 



 

 

REFLECT 

Why is it important to understand who Jesus Christ 
truly is? What difference does it make if we do not 
believe that Jesus is not actually God Himself but just 
His Son? 

How does knowing about Christ being the image of 
God and our being created in the image of God affect 
the way we think, feel, and act toward other people, 
both believers and non-believers? 

 

PRAY 

Father Omnipotent, I bow before the Preeminent 
One, glorifying Your Son, Jesus Christ, knowing that 
He is truly one with You. I praise You for my salvation. 
Thank You for meeting all of my needs. The beauty 
and vastness of Your creation reveals Your awesome 
power. Nature proclaims Your glory. In Jesus’ holy 
name. Amen.  



 

 

  
 

4 MADE IN 
GOD’S IMAGE 

  



 

 

CREATION • FALL • REDEMPTION • RESTORATION   SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2021 
 

by Adam Duchin, Nova Community Church 
 

 4 
MADE IN GOD’S 

IMAGE
 

So God created mankind in his own image,  
in the image of God he created them;  

male and female he created them.  
Genesis 1:27

 
READ GENESIS 1:26-28 

There’s a question that everyone asks at some point in 
their life: am I somebody important? 

As you seek an answer to that question, you must 
remember what is found in the first chapter of the 
Bible: you were created by God, in His image, for His 
glory. 

Mankind is not special by accident. We bear a 
similarity to God that distinguishes us from all of 
creation. God created us to be more like Him than 



 

 

anything else He made. There’s nothing else in all of 
creation that God says is made in His image.  

As we journey with God, read His Word, and strive to 
obey Him, something happens in and through our 
lives as we reflect His character. God shines out of us. 
His image appears through us, because it was always 
there to begin with. 

This holds true today. God still creates people in His 
image and for His glory. This is why His love for you 
really has nothing to do with you. It has everything to 
do with the fact that you are His. You are the pinnacle 
of God’s creative work. Are you perfect? No. But you 
are important because you are created in the image of 
God. He is the One who created you so that you could 
be close to Him, bear His image, and reflect it to the 
world. 

Yes, you are somebody important. You have been on 
God’s mind and heart since before you were born (see 
Psalm 139:13-16); you are the reason that God sent 
His Son, so that you can be born again, as a new 



 

 

creation, into a right relationship with Him (see 2 
Corinthians 5:17-21); and you bear His image, which 
has been with you since the beginning (see Genesis 
1:27). 
 

REFLECT 
 
How does the truth that all people are made in God’s 
image affect the way you view yourself?  

How can you apply this truth to the way you see and 
treat other people? 

 
PRAY 
 
Heavenly Father, thank you for creating me in Your 
image. As I learn and grow in my journey of faith, help 
me to understand and rest in my identity as Your child. 
Help me to find joy in knowing that I am somebody 
important. And may Your love and message of hope 
in Jesus flow through me to those around me who are 
also made in Your image. I pray this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.  



 

 

 5 CROWNED WITH 
GLORY AND 

MAJESTY 
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5 
CROWNED WITH 

GLORY AND MAJESTY
 

When I consider Your heavens, the work of your 
fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have 

ordained; What is man that You have thought of him, 
and the son of man that You care for him? Yet You 

have made him a little lower than God, and you 
crown him with glory and majesty! 

Psalm 8:3-5
 
READ PSALM 8 

My brother and sister-in-law are expecting their first 
child this year. Seeing their ultrasound pictures and 
acknowledging how the Lord is growing and forming 
my precious niece reminds me of the intricacies of 
God’s work. Not only is He attending to the finite 
details of my niece, but He is responsible for ALL of 
creation!  



 

 

As I eagerly await my niece’s arrival, I’ve been 
reminiscing about my own pregnancies. I remember 
very vividly being pregnant with my second child and 
worrying. How could I possibly love this baby as much 
as I loved my firstborn? What if I didn’t love him as 
much? And then my second child was born, and I 
couldn’t believe the overwhelming amount of love that 
I had for him when I first held him. Even now, it 
brings tears to my eyes as I remember thinking, “My 
heart just grew today! I have more love for this child 
than I ever thought would be possible.” And all the 
while, I still had such incredible love for my firstborn. 
And it happened again, and again, with the births of 
my youngest two children. Before I had children of my 
own, it was harder to grasp the idea that God could 
love and care specifically about me among all the other 
people in the world. But I feel like those moments 
when my love just grew and grew gave me a small 
glimpse of the magnitude of God’s love for us.  

Not only does God love us, but He considers us to be 
“a little lower than God.” Why would He give us such 
a high position? Why would he crown us with glory, 



 

 

“the highest honor,” and majesty, “sovereign power?” 
Again, the Lord has used my children to help me to 
understand Him. I want the world for my kids. I don’t 
want material possessions for them or even high 
positions of power. What I want is for them to grow 
in their relationships with the Lord to recognize their 
position in God’s kingdom and the responsibility that 
they must care for all of God’s creation.  

As we meditate on Psalm 8 and marvel in God’s 
amazing love for us, let us all recognize that He has 
crowned us with glory and majesty. He didn’t do this 
to give us worldly prestige and honor. He gave us this 
“crown” so that we would take on the responsibility of 
caring for His creation. In a time when we are all 
struggling with isolation, fears, and frustrations, let us 
wear our crowns of glory and majesty by reaching out 
to care for each other. 

 

 



 

 

 
REFLECT 

In what ways has the Lord revealed His great love for 
you? Consider both monumental life events and small 
daily glimpses that God has used to show you His 
majestic love.  

What are some ways that you can reach out to care for 
others in this Lenten season? 

 
PRAY 
 
Oh Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all 
the earth. I am in awe of your creation and I am 
grateful to be your child. Thank you for your 
overwhelming love and care for me. Reveal to me those 
who need to experience your love and care and 
empower me to reach out to share your love with them. 
In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  



 

 

  

 

6 ENTER 
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6 
ENTER 

 
Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him 

with joyful songs.  Know that the Lord is God.  It is he 
who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the 

sheep of his pasture. 
Psalm 100:2-3

 
READ PSALM 100 

Worship.  What does the word evoke?  Is there a sense 
of anticipation and excitement?  Awe?   

In today’s passage, Psalm 100 provides a blueprint for 
worship. It is a poem of gratitude and confession.  A 
sacred song of praise.  Worship is more than an action.  
It is first an attitude of the heart.  Knowing who God 
is and what he has done for us is the centerpiece of our 
worship. We come with a thankful heart, a joy filled 
heart, a humble heart and an open heart.  There may 



 

 

even be times we enter with a broken heart, seeking 
the healing balm of worship.   

Worship is a response to our relationship with God.  
The intimacy we experience with God mirrors our 
worship.  God created us and we worship him.  We 
worship with joy, gladness, thankfulness and praise!  
Worship can be loud and electrifying.  It can also be 
quiet and contemplative. We enter worship solitary 
and collectively.  Both extremes and everything in 
between are captivating and breathtaking.  All bring 
glory to God!  Hallelujah! 

 
 
 

  



 

 

 

 

All creatures of our God and King, 

Lift up your voice and with us sing 

Oh, praise Him 

Alleluia 

Let all things their creator bless 

And worship Him in humbleness 

Oh, praise Him 

Oh, praise Him 

Alleluia 

Praise, praise the Father praise the Son 

And praise the Spirit three in one 

Oh, praise Him 

Oh, praise Him 

Alleluia 

Alleluia 

Alleluia 

 

 



 

 

REFLECT 

How do you worship God?  Do you come prepared?  
How is the attitude of your heart? 

As you look to Psalm 100, how might your worship 
evolve? 

 

PRAY 
 
Holy God, Thank you for being my Creator.  You are 
good, faithful and full of love.  I praise and adore you.  
Draw me close so that as I enter into worship, I may 
do so in spirit and in truth. In Jesus name, Amen.  



 

 

  
7 TAKE A 
BREATH 
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7 
TAKE A BREATH 

 
The heavens declare the glory of God; 

the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
Psalm 19:1

 
READ PSALM 19 

I always hate it when someone makes me think about 
breathing. (You’re welcome, by the way). I was 
breathing just fine before they said anything. Now I’m 
thinking about it and I’m aware of every breath. How 
dare they place this conscious burden on me. 

But give it a few moments and it goes back to being 
automatic. I can go back to unconscious blissful 
ignorance--taking it for granted that oxygen will 
continue to fill my lungs and give me life. 

What other things do we take for granted? 



 

 

Are you ever amazed that the sun pops out of hiding 
every morning? You know the thing I’m talking about 
right? That giant ball of fire God placed in the sky to 
keep us warm and alive. How terrifying would it be if 
10am rolled around and that thing still wasn’t up? It’s 
not often I thank God for the sun. 

This psalm jubilantly works to expand our 
imaginations toward some things we might take for 
granted. It reflects back on the creation account. “Do 
you see,” the psalmist says, in words much more poetic 
than my own, “how beautiful and holy and glorious our 
God must be since he created all this wonder?” The 
skies don’t have a voice, but they are still chanting 
“Look at who our Creator is and what he has done.” 

God is immense, and we innately box him in because 
our imaginations are limited. What is God like? Is he 
like that gray haired bearded guy in that one 
Renaissance painting we saw? The heavens whisper 
their answer back, “He’s so much more than that.” 



 

 

And after reflecting on how incredible God is and all 
that he has provided, how can we not be led into 
worship?  

This God who provides for us and protects us also has 
advice for us. How precious that advice would be. How 
life-giving these words of our Creator would be. When 
we listen to his words, it’s like the taste of honey on 
our lips. It’s as valuable as a weighty brick of gold in 
our hands. 

Don’t you just want to listen to that God? 

REFLECT 

What is something God has given you that you’ve 
taken for granted? Spend a moment thanking him. 
 

PRAY 

Father, your creation speaks to us and shows us who 
you are. Thank you for giving us life and breath and 
everything. May your life-giving word be embedded in 
our hearts and minds. 



 

 

  
 

8 WALKING AS  
  GOD’S CREATION 
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 8 
WALKING AS GOD’S 

CREATION
 

How blessed are those whose way is blameless, 
Who walk in the law of the Lord.  

How blessed are those who observe His testimonies, 
Who seek Him with all their heart. 
They also do no unrighteousness;  

They walk in His ways. 
Psalm 119:1-3

 
READ PSALM 119:1-8 

I had to put down my dog Zeke this week. Probably 
one of the hardest things I had to do in my life. He 
was no longer able to walk and would howl at various 
times during the day and night. As I reflect, I 
remember the better days when Zeke would look 
forward to his daily walks. How he loved it! He looked 
forward to it with childlike anticipation every day. It 
was always the highlight of his day.  



 

 

As I prepared for this devotional, I thought, do I look 
forward to my spiritual walk with God with the same 
childlike anticipation? God desires for us to walk with 
Him daily just as Zeke looked forward to his walk. As 
God walked with Adam and Eve in the garden, He is 
always there for us to walk with Him as well. How do 
we walk with God? We spend the time walking with 
Him in prayer, meditation, and study of His word. Just 
as in this passage, it is a walk. It is something that is 
intentional. We seek after God and desire to spend 
daily time with Him. Not because we must, but 
because we are able to and it is what God desires for 
us.  

So today God asks, will you walk with me? Will you 
with eager anticipation look forward to this time that 
we must spend together? Will you grow to love My 
Law, My Testimonies, My Precepts, My Statues, My 
Commandments, and My Judgements? Will you wake 
up knowing that you will spend time with Me and 
then doing it. As you spend time with Me you will 
grow to love Me more and more as that day draws 
near.  



 

 

I will be the first to admit that it’s not something that 
I always do or want to do, but afterwards I am always 
thankful for the time that He has given me to spend 
with Him. The kind of joy the psalmist shares here is 
not easily achieved and not of this world. As a matter 
of fact, as sinful humans it is impossible. But God, in 
His infinite mercy and grace provides the Spirit to 
intercede for those who trust in His Son. The full 
blessedness that is spoken in these verses is the 
culmination of being with God and walking with Him 
for all eternity.  

I Corinthians 13:12 - For now we see in a mirror 
dimly, but then face to face, now I know in part, but 
then I will know fully just as I also have been fully 
known. 

 
 

  



 

 

REFLECT 

We often get to a “dry” point in our spiritual lives. 
How can these verses encourage us to continue in our 
walk with God?  

We also don’t want to see these verses as legalistic by 
just following the Law or a set of rules. How can we 
look to these verses to help us to grow in our 
relationship with God?  

At the end of Lent can we look back not at what we 
fasted from, but how we have gained a closer 
relationship with the Lord? 

 

PRAY 
 
Gracious Lord, we pray and ask that you would help 
us as we meditate on your Law, Testimonies, Precepts, 
Statues, Commandments, and judgements. We thank 
you for all you have provided in Your Word to 
encourage us and to reveal Your Will to us. May we 
focus completely on You as You teach us to walk in 
anticipation of growing with You. Amen!  
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CREATION • FALL • REDEMPTION • RESTORATION   FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2021 
 

by Jon and Aleen Torp, Momentum Christian Fellowship
  

9 
KNOW WHAT’S REAL 

 
Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of 

the field which the LORD God had made… 
Genesis 1:3

 
READ GENESIS 3:1-7 

Let’s make one thing very clear from the start: we all 
have a common spiritual enemy, and that same enemy 
has been working non-stop, continuously trying to rob 
us of our spiritual destiny since the very beginning of 
creation. He’s had a significant amount of practice 
over the ages and seems to keep getting better and 
better at his craft. But the real truth of the matter 
remains that he only has a single weapon in his arsenal 
(lies), and that each and every sin we commit is rooted 
in a single cause: our rebellion against God.   



 

 

Although the enemy first appeared to Adam and Eve 
as a serpent, he conveniently manifests himself in 
many forms and under a variety of circumstances, 
targeting and tempting us in whatever ways he feels 
will be most effective in enticing us to step outside the 
bounds of our obedience to God.  

For every genuine spiritual gift and blessing God offers 
us in Christ and through the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit, the enemy responds with a tempting 
counterfeit. In response to the never-ending 
unconditional love of God, he offers only temporary 
conditional love. In response to the deep and satisfying 
joy we experience in Christ and through the Holy 
Spirit, the enemy offers only fleeting momentary 
pleasures, and instead of God’s solid, unshakable peace 
that passes all understanding, the enemy’s version is 
completely dependent on external events, relationships 
and circumstances. And, just as he tempted Jesus in 
the wilderness, he persistently attempts to spiritually 
seduce us with thoughts and images of the “3-P’s”: 
Pleasure, Possessions and Power (I John 2:16).  



 

 

The late Christian author and apologist, Dr. Walter 
Martin once shared some observations and insights he 
gained by examining the training programs that were 
designed to equip law enforcement agents and 
investigators with the skills of detecting frauds and 
counterfeits. Instead of solely concentrating the 
agents’ attention on identifying the flaws and errors in 
counterfeit examples, Dr. Martin was impressed that a 
main portion of training involved spending time 
getting to know the real thing. As Christians we might 
be led to think that studying the enemy and his tactics 
might be valuable in helping us recognize temptation 
and avoid sin. The very best way to equip ourselves to 
resist sinning, however, lies in the consistent daily 
pursuit of getting to know God. 

 

  



 

 

REFLECT 

What has God taught you about Himself lately 
through the study of His Word? 

How have you applied something about the nature of 
God to your daily life? 

 

PRAY 
 
Dear Lord, please help me to seek you daily through 
prayer and meditation on your Word. Holy Spirit, 
please give me discernment in the daily choices I make 
so that I can live a life that is pleasing to God. Amen.  
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10 
LIGHT IN THE 
DARKNESS 

 
God saw that human evil was out of control. People 

thought evil, imagined evil—evil, evil, evil from 
morning to night. God was sorry that he had made 

the human race in the first place; it broke his heart… 
But Noah was different. God liked what he saw in 

Noah. 
Genesis 6:5-6, 8

 
READ GENESIS 6:5-11 

If you are like me, you may read this section of the 
story of Noah with some skepticism. Were people at 
this time really as evil as the Bible makes them out to 
be? This seems like an exaggeration. Also, God’s 
solution to this apparent problem seems rather 
extreme. 



 

 

However, to understand what this story is trying to tell 
us we must place ourselves in the midst of it. We must 
take this story from the Bible at its word and not place 
our own biases and assumptions on it. Could you 
imagine a world in which all that everyone thought 
and did was evil? Could you imagine a world that was 
totally filled with corruption and violence? What a 
dark, scary, and horrible world that would be.  

What this story shows us is that evil breaks God’s 
heart. We may be tempted to think of God in this 
story as vengeful, ready to smite anyone who disobeys 
him. However, the story of Noah actually shows God’s 
sadness and grief over the state of His once good 
world. It truly breaks His heart. The only way to 
preserve what goodness is left in that world was to start 
afresh and not let evil rule the Earth any longer.  

While our world today may not be as corrupt and 
twisted as the one in Genesis 6, there is still plenty of 
evil. It’s very easy to see. In fact, we are constantly 
inundated by the evil in our world through news and 
social media. Nevertheless, may we be people who 



 

 

bring about hope like Noah, who in the midst of 
corruption and evil still chose to walk with God and 
live with integrity. In this way, may we be people who 
bring light into a dark world, just as Noah did. 
 

  



 

 

REFLECT 

Noah was someone who walked with God and 
brought light into a dark world. What are some ways, 
big or small, that you can bring light into our world 
today? 

Sometimes the evil in our world is so vast we can barely 
even fathom it. It can even be paralyzing at times. In 
those moments sometimes all we can do is pray. What 
are some ways that you can pray about the evil in our 
world? 

 

PRAY 
 
God, you created the world and it was good. However, 
sin, even our own sin, twists and corrupts your good 
creation. We humbly repent and ask forgiveness for 
our sin. And God, would you continue to strengthen 
us to be people who bring light into our dark world, 
just as Noah did. In Jesus name, Amen.  
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11 
THE GOLDEN CALF 

 
They have been quick to turn away from what I 

commanded them and have made themselves an idol 
cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to 
it and sacrificed to it and have said, “These are your 

gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.” 
Exodus 32:8

 
READ EXODUS 32:1-8 

My five-year-old son Klay is really into playing with 
Legos. He loves any kind of Lego police car or fire 
truck or any other vehicle. While he loves playing with 
them, he doesn’t always love putting them together. 
Unfortunately, that’s dad’s job. My hands were pretty 
sore Christmas morning building all the different 
Lego sets he got. But sometimes when I’m putting 
them together for him, he gets a little impatient and 
when he gets tired of waiting, he’ll try to put them 
together himself. He will look at the instruction 



 

 

booklet and try to follow the instructions but usually 
he doesn’t get it quite right. Pieces will be out of place 
here and there and when that happens it won’t end up 
looking like it’s supposed to.  

When it comes to Legos though it’s okay if it’s not 
built exactly like the instructions say. It might look a 
little differently than the picture on the box but 
ultimately that’s alright. My son just wants to play with 
the car that he built. He can still have fun playing with 
it even if it is not exactly how the instructions say it 
should be. In fact, he probably has even more fun 
taking it apart and putting it together however he likes.  

But when it comes to following God, we have to abide 
by the instructions He gives us. We can’t just do 
whatever we want and expect Him to be okay with 
that. This was the problem that the Israelites faced 
here in Exodus 32. God was very clear with the 
commands that He gave to them. In fact, it was the 
first two commandments that He gave them which 
they ended up breaking. That there shall be no other 
gods before Him and that they are not to make an idol 



 

 

in the form of anything on earth. Yet this is exactly 
what the Israelites did. They got impatient waiting for 
Moses to come back and wanted to worship God in 
their own way. Unfortunately, this led to Aaron 
“creating” the golden calf and the Israelites having a 
festival and offering sacrifices to the calf. They wanted 
to worship God, but they went about it the wrong way. 
They were worshiping in a way that God had clearly 
commanded them not to.  

The little instruction books that come with my son’s 
Lego sets are pretty well done and easy for me to 
follow. God’s Word can at times be much harder to 
live by and obey completely. I fail to follow His 
instructions perfectly every day. Thankfully, I know 
that I don’t have to be perfect in regard to every 
command and every instruction. And it’s not because 
God is okay with that but because Jesus was perfect in 
every way. Jesus followed those instructions and those 
commands perfectly and through faith in Him God 
now sees me exactly the way I should be. 

 



 

 

REFLECT 

Why do you think the Israelites wanted something 
physical to worship? 

Why does God take this sin of the golden calf so 
seriously?  

What are some of God’s commands that you have a 
hard time being obedient to? 

 

PRAY 
 
Heavenly Father you are good, and you are holy. I 
thank you that you have revealed all I need to know 
You and trust You through your Word. I know at 
times I mess up and fail to live according to your 
Word. Please forgive me when I am disobedient and 
when I fail to live in a way that you desire. Thank you 
for your unending love and grace in my life. In Jesus 
name. Amen.  
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12 
SON FORGIVEN 

 
For I know my wrong-doing, and my sin is always in 

front of me.  I have sinned against You, and You only. 
Psalm 51:3-4

 
READ PSALM 51:1-9 

King David, who is identified in scripture as the 
author of this Psalm, was known to have had a 
uniquely intimate relationship with the Heavenly 
Father. In both the Old and New Testaments, he is 
referred to as a man “after God’s own heart.” (I Samuel 
13:14, Acts 13:22). Yet, the scriptural records of 
David’s life clearly show that he was anything but 
perfect. In stark contrast to the Biblical accounts of his 
many successes as a political, military and spiritual 
leader, scripture also reveals David as a murderous 
adulterer who shed innocent blood and frequently 
acted in direct disobedience to the ways of God. David 



 

 

wrote this particular Psalm in the aftermath of one of 
his greatest recorded moral failures. By putting 
personal lust and the drive for momentary pleasure 
over the desire to do what was right in the eyes of God, 
David unleashed a chain of catastrophic events that 
would lead directly to the callous murder of an 
innocent man and later to the death of one of David’s 
own offspring. In God’s perfect order, sin always has 
its consequences. Whether you happen to be a king or 
just an average individual, the Bible makes it very clear 
that we all sin.  

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
(Romans 2:23) 

“If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us.” (John 1:8) 

One of the many beautiful truths about God is that 
regardless of the severity of our sin or the depth of our 
rebellion, He still continues to pursue us to draw us to 
repentance and restoration. In Psalm 32, David 
declares: “When I kept silent, my bones wasted 



 

 

away… For day and night your hand was heavy upon 
me and my strength was sapped…. Then I 
acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my 
iniquity… and you forgave the guilt of my sin.”  

One of the most liberating truths for Christians is the 
realization that we don’t have to clean up our lives in 
order for God to accept us. He wants to meet us 
exactly where we are and how we are. His eternal 
promise to us is: 

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (I 
John 1:9) 

 “But God showed His love to us. While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8) 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
REFLECT 

We often whitewash biblical figures, painting them as 
heroes. How do you identify with Biblical figures in 
the ways where they sin, repent, and are redeemed? 

How does a healthy understanding of our own 
rebellion against God help our relationships with 
others? 

 

PRAY 
 
God, please help me to always keep my eyes on you 
and to remember that when I do stumble or fall, 
forgiveness is mine through Jesus Christ. Holy Spirit, 
please be quick to reveal any sins or wrongs I have 
committed, and let me be quick to confess those sins 
and to seek restoration through Christ. Amen.  
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13 
TAKING ONE’S CUE 
FROM SCRIPTURE 

 
When I heard these things, I sat down and wept.  
For some days I mourned and fasted and prayed  

before the God of heaven. 
Nehemiah 1:4

 
READ NEHEMIAH 1:4-11 

Are you feeling broken, frustrated, overwhelmed, and 
fearful because of all that has happened these past 
eleven months? Maybe you feel helpless, tired of being 
confined and having to wear a mask, and all other 
challenges you have had to face. In Nehemiah 1:4-11, 
the Bible tells us about a man named Nehemiah, 
someone who could say, “I know all about those 
feelings.” When he heard about the state of his beloved 
Jerusalem and its people, it says that he “sat down and 
wept. For some days he mourned.” (v.4). It drove him 
to the only One who could really make a difference: 



 

 

“O Lord, God of heaven” (v.5), giving us an example 
of what our first and ongoing reaction should be when 
the walls seem to be closing in on us. The prayer that 
follows reveals a tender heart toward God and a 
dependence on His enablement. It is a prayer of praise, 
thanksgiving, repentance, special request, and 
commitment. Read again Nehemiah’s prayer, verses 5-
11. It will bless your heart. Make it your prayer by 
personalizing it whenever possible.  

“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; he rescues 
those who are crushed in spirit.” (Psalm 34:18) 

“He [Jesus] always lives, asking God to help them 
[us].” (Hebrews 7:25) 

 
 
 

  



 

 

REFLECT 

To whom or what does your brokenness drive you? 

What do you see of God’s nature through Nehemiah’s 
prayer?  

Are your prayers, like Nehemiah’s prayer, undergirded 
by a deep and abiding faith that “Nothing is impossible 
with God?” (Luke 1:37).  

 

PRAY 
 
O Lord, God of heaven, the great and awesome, let 
your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the 
prayer your servant is praying before you day and night 
for your servants and our nation. I confess the sins that 
we as a nation, including myself, have committed 
against you. Among other conditions, You promise 
that “If my people, who are called by my name, will 
pray then [you will] hear from heaven and will forgive 
[our] sin…and will heal [our] land.”   2 Chronicles 
7:14. Hear my prayer, O Lord. Listen to the prayers 
of those of us who delight in You. Have mercy on us 
and heal us. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen. 
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14 
DEFILED TO DEVOTED 

 
Don’t you realize that whatever goes into the mouth 
passes into the stomach and is eliminated?  But what 
comes out of the mouth comes from the heart, and 
this defiles a person.   For from the heart come evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, sexual immoralities, 

thefts, false testimonies, slander. 
Matthew 15:16-19

 
 
READ MATTHEW 15:15-20 

Peter asked the Lord to explain the parable.  What one 
puts in his mouth goes through the stomach and is 
eliminated.  Food has nothing to do with defiling the 
heart.  What comes out of the mouth comes from the 
heart.  Real defilement has to do with the heart, not 
defilement of the body.  In this parable, Jesus tells us 
you can look clean on the outside but on the inside, 
you can have unclean, sinful hearts. 



 

 

What was the root cause of that real defilement of the 
heart?  It started at the fall of Adam in Genesis and 
passed down from his seed which became our fall.  
Therefore, we’ve inherited the sinful nature that 
separates us from our Holy God.   

How should we live?  Our first priority is to recognize 
even though we are Christians, we do not always have 
pure hearts.  The only way to be cleansed from our 
sinful hearts, is to ask the Lord to cleanse our hearts 
continually:  Psalm 51:10 - “Create in me a clean heart, 
O God and renew a steadfast spirit within me.”  Be 
assured that “One who loves a pure heart and who 
speaks with grace will have the king for a friend.”  
Proverbs 22:11 

 
 

  



 

 

REFLECT 

What steps will you take to move from a defiled heart 
to a heart devoted to Christ? 

 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, 

You are the Master of the Universe, a Holy God who 
knows all things, who is all powerful, and who is 
everywhere.  Nothing can be hidden from You. 

Thank You for sacrificing Your only Son to die on the 
cross shedding his blood to rectify the original sin of 
Adam and all the sins of mankind.  For without the 
shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness. Search me, 
O God, know my heart.  Help me to set my heart and 
soul to seek You first and be totally devoted to You 
and Your good purposes. 

“May the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my 
heart be pleasing to you, O Lord, my Rock and my 
Redeemer.”  Psalm 19:14 

Praying all these things in Jesus’ name, Amen  
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15 
GOD THE GATHERER 

 
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and 

stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted 
to gather your children together, the way a hen 

gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were 
unwilling. Behold, your house is being left to you 

desolate! For I say to you, from now on you will not 
see Me until you say, ‘BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN 

THE NAME OF THE LORD!’” 
Matthew 23:37-39

 
We have all observed people in our own lives who have 
rejected God, fallen away or separated themselves 
from Him and His people. Perhaps we ourselves have 
gone through stages of life where we have moved away 
from Him. Maybe an unkind word was directed at us 
from a fellow believer. Maybe a pastor or teacher 
exhibited behavior that was inconsistent with what 
was contained in the Bible. Maybe a church program 
resulted in marginalizing or offending us or others 



 

 

which pushed us in the opposite direction of following 
Christ. We recognize that God’s people are not perfect 
and full of contention: even the New Testament 
church was full of disagreements and 
misunderstandings. 

And yet, here Jesus reveals that even in the midst of 
people being pushed away because of human failing, 
His heart is to gather- the way a hen gathers her 
chicks- with affection and care. This is the heart of 
God to people who are hurting and scattered.  

We must be discerning to understand the failings of 
people- even people in the church- and the will of 
God. God reaches out to us and to those desirous of 
forgiveness in Christ in the midst of the fallenness in 
the world and in ourselves as well. 

 

 
 

  



 

 

REFLECT 

How can I reach out and reflect the compassion of 
Jesus who desires to gather people in need? 

How might I push people away who God, instead, 
wants to bring close and show His love? 

 

PRAY 
 
Holy Father, forgive me for the ways I have not been 
a gatherer of people but a protector of my own 
comfort. Lord, please help me have your heart, 
welcoming your message going into the lives of all 
peoples. 
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16 
THE CURE 

 
What shall we conclude then? Do we have any 

advantage? Not at all! For we have already made the 
charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under the 

power of sin. As it is written: 
“There is no one righteous, not even one; 

There is no one who understands; 
there is no one who seeks God.” 

Romans 3:9-11
 
READ ROMANS 3:9-18 

As Paul eloquently and thoroughly discusses the 
essentials of the Christian doctrine in his letter to the 
Romans, this passage couldn’t be more important. It 
details one of the weightiest truths that Christians 
have been called to uphold throughout history—that 
although humans are created in the image of God, we 
are all enslaved to the power of sin. He quotes from 
earlier books that all people have flaws and have turned 



 

 

away from God, and there is not one person who does 
good. 

As I was considering this idea and what it means in my 
life, I thought of my mindset while driving. It’s been 
almost a year since I got my driver’s license, and it’s 
safe to say I am nowhere near perfect. Despite the fact 
that I do know this fact, I am still incredibly quick to 
judge others and become angry when someone is 
driving under the speed limit or doesn’t use their 
signal. This is all well and good, but I make these same 
mistakes, expecting others to make allowances for me! 
In my mind, this is what Paul is saying- that although 
others may sin, we are no more righteous than they 
are. To quote Jesus’ words in John 8:7, “‘Let any one 
of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone.” 
All fall victim to sin, and no one is immune to its grasp. 

Understandably, this is not a popular message nor is it 
taken lightly. To be under the power of sin is bad, and 
we don’t typically love to hear that about ourselves. 
However, we (especially as Christians) tend to hold 
ourselves at a higher standing than those who do not 



 

 

have faith, because we must be better in God’s eyes 
than those who do not know Him. This is where 
things go awry, and where we must be vigilant of our 
judgements towards others. Christians are not called 
to place judgement in the name of Christ, but rather 
spread the good news of the Lord so that others may 
be saved by Him. 

In this way, the doom-and-gloom tone of this passage 
morphs into something promising and beautiful. It 
offers assurance that God knows our sin inside and 
out, He knows that we stray from Him and that we 
make more mistakes than we could ever count, yet He 
still redeems us of everything through faith. It shows 
the true scope of God’s grace towards our immorality, 
and urges readers to understand that no one is 
righteous based on their own virtues, but righteousness 
is graciously given to us through our faith in Jesus. We 
are all sick, as this passage grimly indicates, but in the 
darkness and uncertainty of this sickness, there is 
wonderful news of a cure in God’s grace. 

 
 



 

 

REFLECT 

Take a moment to reflect on times where you’ve placed 
judgement on others. What was the reasoning behind 
it? Moving forward, how can you take a step back and 
approach them with grace instead of judgement? 

How have you seen God’s grace play out in your life, 
and what are some ways you can remind yourself of 
this when you feel unworthy? 

 

PRAY 
 
Dear God, thank you for your unending grace for me 
and my faults. I realize that I am not righteous on my 
own, but instead am saved through my faith in you. 
Help me to find solace in your love, and communicate 
the same love to others. In Jesus’ name, Amen 
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17 
GOD’S ASSURANCE 

 
Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will 

see it and remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and all living creatures of every kind on 

the earth. 
Genesis 9:16

 
READ GENESIS 9:8-17 

In the Bible, a covenant is often presented as a binding 
relationship between man and God. In Genesis 9:16-
17, God made a covenant with Noah to never flood 
the Earth or destroy the human race again. God 
demonstrated mercy and grace, as he provided a 
second chance for humans to choose to live a life of 
obedience to him. God sent a rainbow as a sign to 
Noah and all generations that He would be faithful to 
his covenant.   



 

 

During the Covid-19 pandemic, my sweet boyfriend 
proposed to me at Zion National Park in Utah. It was 
definitely the highlight of such a challenging year in 
2020. We are very excited to get married and start our 
lives together.  However, during the pandemic, my 
perspective of the perfect wedding day has changed. 
Marriage is not all about the having the best venue, 
wedding cake, or designer dress, but it is about a holy 
covenant between a man, a woman, and God for a 
lifetime.  As a believer and follower of Jesus, I believe 
that marriage is about making a covenant to love and 
serve one another just as Christ loves us. My 
engagement ring is a constant sign and reminder of my 
marriage covenant.   

In the New Testament, a new covenant was revealed 
when God sent his son, Jesus to be born on this Earth 
and die on the cross to redeem us from our sins in 
order to restore a relationship with him. God has given 
us assurance of our salvation through his faithfulness 
to us and fulfillment of his promises. Romans 8:38-39 
says, “For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor 
angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 



 

 

come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” God’s 
commitment to us and unconditional love is eternal 
and is the perfect example of what we desire to imitate 
in a Christ centered marriage. 

  



 

 

REFLECT 

What is God’s covenant to Noah? What 
characteristics of God do you see in his covenant?  

Have you made a promise or commitment to 
someone? Did you keep it/ break it?  

What areas of your life can you commit/surrender to 
God? 

 

PRAY 
 
Dear God, Thank you for your covenant with Noah 
and for the gift of redemption. God, we confess that 
we are sinners and that sin separates us from you. 
Thank you for your grace and mercy and the gift of 
Jesus Christ who redeemed us of our sins. We praise 
you for your faithfulness and for being a God who 
keeps his promises. God, I surrender my hopes, plans, 
and desires to you and ask that your will may be done 
in my life. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
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18 
GO!

 
The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, 
your people and your father’s household to the land I 

will show you.” 
Genesis 12:1

 
READ GENESIS 12:1-4 

“Shelter in place”. “Stay at home”. “Self-quarantine”. 
“Isolate”. “Wear masks”. These are routine orders we 
have adhered to throughout much of the past year.  At 
the beginning there were so many unknowns leading 
to fear, anxiety, confusion and mistrust. So much 
tragedy and despair.  Even now with the glimmer of 
hope, there remains a shadow of doubt. 

In today’s Bible passage, we read of another impactful 
order. GO! This singular action marks the beginning 
of an unimaginable journey for one man.  God calls 
Abram to leave behind an old life, a familiar life, a 



 

 

comfortable life.  I wonder what internal struggles he 
wrestled with in deciding to go.  It is safe here.  I am 
settled.  Everything is good. Why leave?  As you read 
further, God tells Abram he will bless him and be a 
blessing to others. This will only happen if Abram 
decides to go.  To leave the known for the unknown. 
To embark on a journey of faith.   

“So Abram went, as the Lord told had told him.” (Vs. 
4) 

As you continue reading, the story of Abram becomes 
the story of Abraham.  His life is filled with 
immeasurable twists and turns, but through it all God 
has blessed him in every way. (Gen 24:1) 

When we are called to leave all that is known behind, 
to relinquish all our comfort and securities, to depart 
on a journey without a map, to follow God with 
abandon; we begin to know God’s majesty and 
experience his redemptive love.  We are blessed and 
can be a blessing to others.         



 

 

God has delivered on a promise made long ago.  A 
promise of abundant life. It is the ultimate promise of 
redemption through his son Jesus Christ. It is this 
promise that leads us to go forth in love. 

 

REFLECT 

Reflect on where you are on your faith journey.  Have 
you started?  Perhaps you are well on your way.  
Wherever you are, is God calling you to go deeper, to 
pivot, to take that leap of faith?   

How has God blessed you?  How might you be a 
blessing to others? 

 

PRAY 
 
Holy Father, Thank you for your promise to Abraham 
and to me. Thank you for your son, Jesus Christ who 
was the greatest example of following your call, all the 
way to the cross.  I am forever grateful.  In response to 
your love for me, may I always abide in you and strive 
to love one another. In Jesus’ precious name, Amen.  



 

 

  
 
 
 

19 LEAD TO 
JUSTICE 
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19 
LEAD TO JUSTICE 

 
Therefore, say to the Israelites: “I am the Lord, and I 

will bring you out from under the yoke of the 
Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, 
and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and 
with mighty acts of judgment. I will take you as my 
own people, and I will be your God. Then you will 

know that I am the Lord your God, who brought you 
out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. And I will 
bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand to 

give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob. I will give it to 
you as a possession. I am the Lord.” 

Exodus 6:6-8
 
 
The last year has been hard for most of us for many 
reasons, but one of the more positive aspects of the 
year is how it has brought a lot of evil in our world to 
the forefront of our minds. We have been confronted 
with the injustice and hurt that our friends and 
neighbors live through every day. In our verses today 
we are seeing that God gave Moses a message for the 



 

 

Israelites. Moses was to tell them that God is going to 
bring them out of slavery and that he will end the 
injustice that they are living through. 

We can see this section of Scripture as an example of 
how God redeems people from the injustice around 
them. God repeatedly commands us to protect those 
who are mistreated, the poor, the widow, the 
immigrant, the orphan. He commands us to work 
towards justice for all people that they would be 
treated well and as equals.  

This passage is one example of God working through 
Moses to confront an unjust system. But he also works 
through us and calls us to be his hands and his voice, 
as we all together make up the body of Christ. This 
will frequently look different for each of us. For some 
it could be being proactive with where we put our 
money, some it will be where we volunteer our time, 
for some it could be being an activist for the rights of 
the marginalized, and for some it could be the way in 
which we vote. What is important is that we are doing 
our part in bringing justice to earth and that we are 



 

 

continually a shining light of hope to the people 
around us as we, like Moses, participate in God’s 
redemption of this broken world. 

 

REFLECT 

Where are you being like Moses in areas of injustice? 

What is a new area of injustice that you could bring 
light too? 

Where do you see God’s hand working through those 
around you in areas of injustice? 

 

PRAY 

God, please give me the insight into the needs of those 
around me. Please give me an open heart and open 
mind to those who may be different from me to see 
where I can be a blessing to them. Lord, keep me 
moving in your path to act justly, love mercy, and 
always walk humbly with you God.



 

 

 

  
 
  20 FORGIVENESS  
      FREELY GIVEN 
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20 
FORGIVENESS FREELY 

GIVEN 
 

O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is 
steadfast love, and with him is plentiful redemption. 

And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.  
Psalm 130:7-8

 
READ PSALM 130 

Beforehand, many other psalms have been cries from 
the profundities of the earth (Psalm 71) or the 
profundities of the grave (Psalm 86). By and by, from 
a position of profound and overpowering peril, the 
psalmist shouts out to Yahweh, the agreement God of 
Israel. 

Interpreters utilize a similar word, Lord, to decipher 
both the name, Yahweh, in the principal line of this 
hymn, and Adonai in the subsequent line. Each word 
is a title or name for the God of the Bible, the Creator 



 

 

of paradise and earth. Here, the psalmist shouted to 
Adonai, His lord and ruler, requesting that he hear his 
voice, realizing that for God to hear His kin is to help 
His kin. 

In requesting God to help, the psalmist likewise 
comprehended that he had no certain motivation to 
ask or to be heard by God separated from His 
extraordinary absolution. Without this 
thoughtfulness, nobody could remain before Yahweh 
Adonai. Long periods of past relationship with God 
had shown the psalmist that there is, truth be told, 
forgiveness with God. At the point when we are hit 
hard with our attention to sin, it tends to be difficult 
to accept, yet it is valid: there is forgiveness with God. 

The writer utilized a clear picture to communicate his 
patient expectation in looking out for God. We see a 
guardian in the murkiness of the early morning, 
checking the skyline for the principal indication of the 
sunrise. The guardian doesn't question that morning 
will come, however possibly ponders when, and looks 



 

 

for it persistently. So, it was for the writer who looked 
for God and the assistance God vowed to bring.  

The sure end to the hymn is this: believe that God will 
be sure to carry the reclamation and salvation to both 
the individual and the country overpowered in the 
profundities of their wrongdoing. What God has 
exhibited in the individual, He will likewise perform 
for the community that shouts out to Him. 

 
 

  



 

 

REFLECT 

When you are faced with your sin, what is your typical 
reaction? Do you run to God first for His forgiveness? 
Or do you sit in it first? 

How can you work to be more like the watchman who 
is persistent in their search for the sunrise, rather than 
being overwhelmed by the dark? 

 

PRAY 

Father, I come before you just as I am, and I lay before 
you my sin and my shame. I bear it all out to you, 
hiding nothing, and humbly I ask for the forgiveness I 
know can only be found in you. Forgive me Lord, 
make me new again, that I might rise and wait and 
watch for you again like the watchman in the psalm. 
Hear my cry, forgive my wrongdoings, and hear the 
cries of my brothers and sisters for our country in these 
desperate times. I love you. In Jesus name I pray, 
amen. 
  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 NOW IS 
GOOD 
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21 
NOW IS GOOD 

 
Seek the Lord while he may be found.   

Isaiah 55:6
 
READ ISAIAH 5:6-7 

Have you ever paused to consider how our Christian 
faith compares to other religions and how uniquely 
blessed we are to serve a loving, forgiving God? Unlike 
other belief systems that portray their gods as 
demanding, authoritarian, vindictive, distant, or 
unapproachable, our faith revolves around a loving 
Creator who is genuinely interested in all the details of 
our lives and who actively desires to have a personal 
relationship with each and every created individual. 
Also, in stark contrast to all other faith systems, ours 
is the only one where God loved us so much that he 
was willing to make the ultimate personal sacrifice on 
our behalf: 



 

 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only son 
that whomever believes in him would have eternal 
life.” John 3:16 

God’s universal invitation applies to ALL people, for 
ALL time and is extended completely without 
qualification or conditions. In these days where we 
seem to be surrounded by a social climate that 
increasingly stresses “inclusiveness,” what could be 
more “inclusive” than that? 

Further, God’s willingness to accept us into his family 
is not dependent on our prior spiritual state, but only 
on our recognition of our need for him: 

“But God showed His love to us. While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8 

Since the fall of Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden, 
all humans are born into a spiritual state of alienation 
from God, and without a vital connection with him, 
we find ourselves headed toward an eternity of 
spiritual desolation.  It is only when we come to a 



 

 

realization of our need for a savior that we can be made 
spiritually alive and re-connected with our Creator.  

The Bible is full of examples of God’s relentless pursuit 
for reconciliation with the people he created in his own 
image: 

“Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: 
though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall 
become like wool.” Isaiah 1:18 

One of the common spiritual deceptions that persists 
to this day is the mistaken assumption that time is on 
OUR side, and that we can choose to get right with 
God at any time whenever it doesn’t interrupt our own 
individual goals and pursuits. That largely shared 
attitude is potentially both dangerous and spiritually 
deadly. Although God continues his constant efforts 
to gain our attention and draw us to himself, it is 
entirely possible for us to us to become so wrapped up 
in living our lives on our own terms that his beckoning 
voice begins to fade.  



 

 

If you hear the Lord calling you today, PLEASE 
respond! 

“Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation.” 2 Cor 6:2 

 
 
REFLECT 

In what ways are we asking God to wait on us and our 
own obedience or belief? 

What is God calling you to do, decide, or believe 
today? 

 

PRAY 

Dear Jesus, I acknowledge that I have resisted your 
calling to receive your love and make you the lord of 
my life. Please forgive my sin and cleanse me from all 
unrighteousness. I yield my life to you and ask that you 
lead me to live a life that is pleasing to you. In your 
name, Amen.  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

22 YOU DON’T 
NEED A CHECK-LIST 
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22 
YOU DON’T NEED A 

CHECK-LIST 
 

This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus 
Christ to all who believe. There is no difference 

between Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God, and all are justified freely by 
his grace through the redemption that came by Christ 

Jesus. Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. 
Because of what law? The law that requires works? 
No, because of the law that requires faith. For we 

maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from 
the works of the law. 

Romans 3:22-24, 27-28
 
READ ROMANS 3:21-28 

A couple days ago, some of the other kids from the 
Youth Group were discussing the Myers-Briggs 
Personality Test, which was a topic that I found very 
interesting. After taking the quiz myself, I discovered 
that I was an “ENTJ” type – an extrovert-intuitive-
thinker-judger, one of the rarer ones. However, even 



 

 

though this is supposedly a rare personality, I think 
that many (if not most people) struggle with the same 
things an ENTJ person does: feeling they have to earn 
their place with friends, society, or in our case as 
Christians, God. According to the quiz’s website, 
ENTJs “firmly believe that given enough time and 
resources, they can achieve any goal,” but here’s the 
problem: the most important “goal” in our lives is 
something that WE don’t achieve. God freely gives 
His salvation and righteousness to all who believe in 
Him (v. 22). We high-achievers and people-pleasers 
find happiness in accomplishment and earning our 
way to things, but we don’t have to earn our way to 
God. That’s why Paul basically says in verse 27: Why 
should we boast?! The Law (God’s word) doesn’t 
require a check-list of good things so we get into 
heaven!  

Having been stuck at home without real peer-
interaction these last few months, I’ve been constantly 
stuck in my head. Every strange thought or feeling I 
get makes me question my character, and think I’m not 
good enough for God. But I’m NOT good enough, 



 

 

which is why Jesus came for me (v. 23-24), and more 
than anything, I need to remind myself that God loves 
me ALWAYS. Jesus came for everyone, Jew and 
Gentile (v. 22), high-achiever, and people-pleaser, and 
he loves us no matter what!  

Paul says we shouldn’t boast that we earned our way to 
God because, quite honestly- WE DIDN’T. Through 
Jesus and Jesus alone can we have the relationship with 
God that was planned from the very beginning. 

 

REFLECT 

Do you ever catch yourself “checking off a list” to be 
worthy of God? 

 

PRAY 

Dear God, I am tired of feeling like I’m not worthy of 
Your love. I know I can never deserve it, but You’ve 
given it freely. So please, help me accept Your gift 
without feeling I still have to earn my way to You. 
Thank You so much for sending Your Son. In His 
name I pray, Amen. 



 

 

 

 23 LIVING A REDEEMED 
LIFE IN A MESSY, 

EVERYDAY KIND OF WAY 
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23 
LIVING A REDEEMED LIFE 
IN A MESSY, EVERYDAY 

KIND OF WAY 
 

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

Colossians 1:13-14
 
 

READ COLOSSIANS 1:9-14 

Admittedly, it is not a part of my everyday life to think 
about redemption. I do not wake up in the morning 
and thank God for being my Redeemer and saving me 
from an eternity apart from Him and an eternity in 
damnation. No, it is more common that I wake up 
asking God for something like healing for a friend, 
patience in my parenting or that I would glorify Him 
in my day by not saying something I’m going to regret 
later. I am an “asker” of God, and I forget who Jesus is 



 

 

in my everyday life. I find Him on those mountain top 
highs where I can be alone next to a babbling stream 
alone with my Bible, my thoughts and basking in the 
Spirit where I find it so much easier to be grateful for 
having a Redeemer. BUT…that is NOT my everyday 
reality.  

What does it mean to live a redeemed life in a messy, 
everyday kind of way? It’s not about doing more, doing 
less, working harder, or having it all together…I 
believe it is about living a grateful, hope-filled life in 
which we remember the ugliness that took place on the 
cross by God’s own Son so that we could have a 
relationship with Him and out of a big mess we get to 
live in glorious joy! 

So, what does living an ordinary everyday redeemed 
life mean? In Colossians 1:9-14, Paul tells us that it 
means to be indwelled by the Holy Spirit that “we may 
live a life worthy of the Lord and please Him in every 
way...” So, what does that look like? May I dare 
suggest that it looks like the small everyday things 
done out of love, resounding with Spirit filled grace? 



 

 

In a tangible sense it looks like loving my family by 
washing their morning dishes when everyone could 
have done it themselves; It looks like keeping quiet 
when I disagree with how my husband puts my little 
boy to bed; It looks like looking for Biblical principles 
when making decisions in Board meetings; it looks 
like letting Jesus be active in my teen’s hearts rather 
than me trying to play God in their lives; it looks like 
celebrating what I have rather than focusing on what I 
feel cheated out of; it means taking joy in the fact that 
no matter how much I mess up or how messy my 
circumstance is that I am precious enough to God for 
Him to let His Son pay the penalty for all my 
wrongdoings and to know that I will never have to pay 
anything in order to enjoy the hope of His Glory and 
to dance forever with Him in eternity! I’ve been 
redeemed by the blood of the lamb…now I need to 
start living my every day, ordinary, messy life that way! 

 

 

 

  



 

 

REFLECT 

Take time to think about what it took for Jesus to 
become your Redeemer.  

How do you live your life in a way that you show 
appreciation to God for “qualifying you to His 
inheritance?”  

What does an everyday, ordinary, joyful redeemed life 
look like for you? 

 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, you love me so much more than my 
finite mind can begin to understand, and I thank you 
for seeing me as precious, worthy, and valued! Thank 
you for sending and sacrificing your only Son, Jesus, to 
pay the penalty that I so deserve. Lord, make yourself 
preeminent in my life! I want to find you in my 
everyday moments, my ordinary routines and the 
messiness that is all around me. Let me honor you by 
living each day with the joy and thankfulness of a 
redeemed soul! Amen. 



 

 

 

 
 

24 BIG DEAL 
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24 
BIG DEAL 

 
…you were not redeemed with perishable things like 

silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited 
from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a 

lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 
1 Peter 1:18-19

 
READ 1 PETER 1:17-21 

“Wait, you have INCREDIBLE HULK #271? That’s 
awesome!” my comic book loving friend exclaimed. 
Fifty-year-old nerds sorting through boxes of our 
youthful imaginations, we were deciding which comics 
should be wrapped in plastic and treasured forever and 
which could be donated to the local Goodwill. “Don’t 
you know that Rocket Raccoon appears for the very 
first time in this issue?” 

With those words, I understood that this comic was a 
keeper: Rocket Raccoon, after all, was very popular 



 

 

recently so this comic might be worth a hundred times 
what I paid for it as a kid. He passed me the book and 
I became very conscious that I was handling it 
gingerly- as if my fingerprints were going to somehow 
soil the pages. Incredible Hulk #271 was suddenly a 
big deal… valuable. 

In order to realize the full value of what we have, we 
often need to know the context of the thing. Peter in 
his letter to a scattered and persecuted church, saw that 
the young Christians he was addressing were easily 
falling back into patterns of sin that were acceptable in 
their society: they lacked discernment in their speech, 
harmony between believers, and love in their 
households. They proved they did not value how the 
world understood Jesus through their actions and their 
attitudes. Their testimony to their community simply 
wasn’t a big deal. 

Peter helps them, and us, understand the stakes of our 
everyday actions here in 1 Peter 17-21, by putting our 
lives in the context of God’s plan. He instructs this 
church to “conduct yourselves in fear during the time 



 

 

of your stay on earth (vs 17)”- to live life with gravity 
and intention. What we do and say matters because 
our lives have been redeemed by something incredibly 
precious: the blood of Christ (vs 19). With this 
passage, we are to reflect on the fact that what we do 
today and tomorrow and every day is very big deal. All 
that we do, all that we value, all that we decide are 
important because our lives are bigger than just what 
we see- our lives connect with an eternal plan and 
transaction that had Jesus and His sacrifice as the 
center. 

The challenge of 1 Peter 1:17-21 is to see how the 
great value of Jesus’ sacrifice elevates our own lives and 
makes what we do important. Are there sins which we 
deem acceptable or areas in our lives which we neglect 
in inattention? Come before God, understanding the 
precious nature of His gift in Jesus. In gratefulness for 
His love, we become more aware of what we do and 
say. 
 

  



 

 

 
REFLECT 

We often see the redemptive work of Jesus in 
relationship to our eternal destiny. How does Jesus’ 
redemptive work change the smallest of our actions 
every day? 

How can we reframe and rethink some of the 
dimensions of our lives we label as mundane, like 
work, or school, or housework? 

 

PRAY 

God, thank you for the precious gift of the words and 
work of Jesus. Show me how to apply His great 
sacrifice and love to every part of my life both big and 
small. Show me today one way to love others in a small 
way that might have a big impact. 
 
  



 

 

 
  

 
THEME: 

RESTORATION 
 

  



 

 

  
 
 
25 HIS GLORY 
IS GREATER 
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25 
HIS GLORY IS 

GREATER 
 

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be 

revealed to us.  For the creation waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the Sons of God. 

Romans 8:18-19
 
READ ROMANS 8:18-27 

Suffering is never my season of choice, but once the 
Lord tenderly guides me through, I always look back 
and can see God’s redemptive work.  Not only do I see 
redemption in the situation I found myself in, I can 
also see the way He is shaping my heart to be more 
Christ-like.  Scripture reveals this to be true. “And 
after you have suffered a little while, the God of all 
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, 
will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish 
you” (1 Peter 5:10).   



 

 

As Christians on this side of the cross, there will be 
suffering.  Not only will there be suffering, we are 
called to “rejoice in our suffering” (Romans 5: 3).  The 
only way I can truly rejoice through my pain is by 
remembering the Lord’s promises of a future glory.  
“He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and 
death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the 
former things have passed away” (Revelations 21:4).  I 
can rejoice in seasons of pain because I have the 
promises of the Lord tucked carefully within my heart.  
I know his future glory will always be greater than my 
present suffering. Behind all of our earthly groans, the 
Lord is working.  He is moving. He is shaping us to 
look a little more like His children.  This “glory to 
come” perspective is what allows us to not shake off 
our suffering, but to suffer well.  It does not mean that 
we will not groan and maybe even wonder what the 
Lord is doing when death enters, when jobs are taken 
away, and when relationships shatter.  However, it 
does mean that we can hold on.  It means through the 
tears we can still lift up our hands and declare the Lord 
is good.   



 

 

The Lord is bringing healing and restoration through 
the difficult moments and circumstances we find 
ourselves in.  While it can be incredibly difficult to feel 
this in the middle of our groaning here on earth, the 
Holy Spirit moves on our behalf.  Verses 26-27, 
remind us that even on the days where we literally do 
not have the words to pray, the Spirit enters. “The 
Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know 
what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself 
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words” 
(Romans 8:26-27). He is our helper.  We are never 
alone.  Next time you are walking through a season of 
suffering, turn your eyes to Jesus, call on the Holy 
Spirit, and God will carry you through for His 
promises are always greater. 

 

  



 

 

REFLECT 

Reflect on a difficult season of your life.  What is one 
way you saw the Lord working within the situation 
and your own heart? 

Reflect on your prayer life in painful seasons.  What 
are ways you can better invite the Holy Spirit to help 
move in your weaknesses? 

 

PRAY 

Dear Lord, we thank you for the way you care for every 
detail of our life.  You are with us in our suffering.  We 
are never alone in our pain.  We pray you can continue 
to work within our own hearts to continue to shape 
and mold us to be more and more like you.  Help us 
see your greater glory even in the middle of our groans. 
We love you, Lord.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

26 AN    
    UNCONDITIONAL      
    LOVE 
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26 
AN UNCONDITIONAL 

LOVE 
 

He made known to us the mystery of His will, 
according to His kind intention which He purposed in 
Him with a view to an administration suitable to the 
fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all 
things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on 

the earth. In Him also we have obtained an 
inheritance, having been predestined according to His 
purpose who works all things after the counsel of His 

will. 
Ephesians 1:9-11

 
 
Despite all our flaws and sinful nature, God is 
unwavering in His constant love and grace for us and 
has displayed that love for everyone to see through 
Christ Jesus. There is nothing that could be done on 
our part to be saved, and it has all been through the 
works of Christ and by God’s great mercies.  



 

 

This passage of Ephesians helps us to understand our 
restoration through Christ. In verse 9 and 10 we see 
Paul referring to God’s ultimate plan of uniting all 
believers together under Him and gathering up 
everything on heaven and earth (as seen in Revelations 
21:1). Verse 11 goes on to explain how we, as believers, 
are predestined by God and obtain inheritance to the 
Kingdom of Heaven by Christ. This predestination is 
God electing us on His own will to be a part of His 
kingdom. God brings us to Christ and works within 
us to trust Him and to place our lives in His hands. 
Through Christ we are given a chance of restoring the 
bond we once had with God that had become 
completely shattered by our sins.  

As I have grown in my love for Christ and have 
matured in my faith throughout the years, the one 
thing that has never left my mind is how undeserving 
I am of God’s love and mercy. Every day I sin against 
God, whether I am aware of it or not, but He still 
treats me with unconditional love and grace. Because 
of my sinfulness, Christ is drawn towards me and 
wants to have a relationship with me. God did not 



 

 

need to restore the bond between humans and 
Himself, yet He sacrificed Jesus to do just that. I would 
be foolish to not place my trust in such a benevolent 
and loving Father. Not only does He restore our bond 
with God, but He also takes us in as His own and has 
chosen us to be a part of His family. I repeatedly 
disobey God and deserve to be eternally punished. 
However, instead of instantly striking me down, He 
has offered the gift of restoration and eternal life with 
Him. The thought of this concept never ceases to 
amaze me. 

How blessed we are to have such a loving God to take 
care of us and to lean on in ours struggles with our 
sinful nature. We have been chosen to be in God’s 
family once again, and for this alone we should be 
joyful and forever praising Him for the mercies He has 
bestowed upon us. 

REFLECT 
Are there people in your life that you have a difficult 
time loving? What are ways you can love them like 
how God has loved us?  



 

 

Do you have a relationship that might need some 
restoration? This could even be your own relationship 
with Christ. Pray and ask God to provide wisdom and 
guidance in that relationship. 

 

 

PRAY 

Lord I cannot thank You enough for just how much 
You love me. Please help me to remember how blessed 
I am to have such an amazing Savior, and to rejoice in 
Your love and praise You in everything I say and do. 
Forgive me for my transgressions and help me to turn 
away from my sinful nature and turn towards You. 
Make me despise my sins just as You do, to become 
more like You. Thank you for the sacrifice of Jesus to 
restore the bond I have with You. There is nothing I 
could ever do to repay You for this, and I will strive to 
live a life pleasing to You in remembrance of this great 
sacrifice. Lord help me to love others like You do, and 
to love You above all. Amen. 
 
 



 

 

 

27 PREPARED 
FOR US 
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27 
PREPARED FOR US 

 
Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, 

believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many 
dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told 
you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  If I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive 
you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be 

also. 
John 14:1-3

 
 
With the shelter in place orders we have been 
adjusting to, travel has been severely curtailed.  
Business trips, vacations, grocery shopping, even a trip 
to retrieve a letter from the mailbox on the curb have 
had to be evaluated for risk vs reward. Even in times 
without a pandemic, some people rely upon a travel 
agent to work out vacation travel details. Some take a 
cruise or tour and have an itinerary so they know what 
to expect and when to expect it.  Some often travel to 
the same place because they know how to get there and 



 

 

they really like it. Some don’t travel very much or very 
far because it is just too much stress. 

In our passage today, Jesus speaks of going to another 
place which not only He has prepared, but a place He 
will guide us to, restoring what has been lost in the 
Fall. 

These 3 verses are much more than just the result of a 
Google search for “a nice place to live”, they display a 
restoration to righteousness and goodness. There are 
television shows that highlight restorations of old cars 
or old houses. National parks reveal plans for returning 
campgrounds to their natural, previously undeveloped 
state.  Even our health care system tries to help restore 
our bodies and minds to a condition that existed prior 
to contracting illness or disease. We can all appreciate 
this activity of restoring things back to the condition 
they were supposed to be.  Why?  Because we can 
identify how God wants to restore things- and our 
relationship with Him- to a right and good place. 



 

 

Even better than having a location be restored, this 
place that Jesus prepares is not just to be admired from 
afar like a museum piece on display in a glass case. The 
place of restoration prepared for us is where Jesus 
meets us and where we have been invited to belong 
with Him. 

What an incredible gift to offer – what an incredible 
gift to receive! 

 

REFLECT 

What troubles your heart? 

What is the difference between a house and a home? 

 

PRAY 

Holy Father, please calm my troubled heart.  My heart 
is yours, help me to examine it and to replace my 
tendency to sin with your holy nature.  Thank you for 
defeating death, for the bodily resurrection of your Son 
Jesus Christ, which restores our right relationship with 
you.



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

28 BE READY 
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28 
BE READY 

 
“No one knows about that day or hour, not even the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” 

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on 
what day your Lord will come. But understand this: If 
the owner of the house had known at what time of 

night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch 
and would not have let his house be broken into. So 
you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will 

come at an hour when you do not expect him.” 
Matthew 24:36, 42-44

 
 
Have you ever experienced an unexpected area power 
outage that lasted for days? We have, while 
housesitting for out of town friends. (Imagine cold 
water, no way to cook, and a large dark unfamiliar two 
story house with smoke alarms going off in the middle 
of the night.) 



 

 

How about a minor medical emergency while in a 
foreign country? I’ve broken a dental crown while 
eating an unfamiliar dish on a mountain top in 
Asturias, Spain.  (It turned out to be baby goat stew, 
bones and all.) 

You probably have your own list of unexpected events 
that have occurred in your life, some you could prepare 
for, some not. Job loss? Overdrawn at the bank? 
Sudden illness? 

Here is one we all have to be prepared for: The return 
of Christ. 

Some thoughts on today’s passage: 

1. No one knows when, only the Father. Don’t focus 
your life on things that don’t really matter, while 
neglecting where you’ll spend eternity. 

2. Therefore keep watch. Examine your faith. Have 
you been made right with God? Have you accepted 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and received 



 

 

forgiveness of your sins? Then be on guard, with the 
help of the Holy Spirit, to keep your thoughts, words, 
and actions reflecting this. Examine your heart to see 
any areas where you are weak in your relationship with 
Christ. Is it trust? Lack of time spent with Him? Right 
priorities? 

3. Be ready. One day, no one but the Father knows 
when, Christ will return to gather up His people. Will 
you be ready? Is your life one that will draw others to 
Christ, so they can be ready also? 
 
 

PRAY 

Father in heaven, help me to be ready for your return. 
If I have not already done so, let this be the day I ask 
your forgiveness, and turn my life over to you. If I have 
wandered away, please restore our relationship and 
keep me on the right path. Lord of my life, help me 
keep guard against anything that would draw me away 
from you. Let my life be an example of your grace and 
mercy. Amen.



 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 A WORK IN 
PROGRESS 
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29 
A WORK IN 
PROGRESS 

 
And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work 

in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus 
Christ. 

Philippians 1:6
 
 
READ PHILIPPIANS 1:6 & 1 JOHN 3:2-3 

In Paul’s letter to the church in Philippi and John’s 
letter to God’s children, we find encouragement and 
comfort in knowing that God is not done with us yet!  
When we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior we are 
given the gift of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13) and 
right at that moment He begins a good work in us.  
Right at that moment we are given the promise of 
eternal life and a beautiful life with Jesus…now!   
Paul’s confidence that he had in his fellow believers of 



 

 

a work God started in them was encouragement for 
them to keep going.   

From the moment we make a proclamation of faith 
our lives are changed.  Yes, we make the one, most 
important decision that changes our eternal 
destination, but we need to consciously make decisions 
daily to follow Him and be more Christ-like.  
Becoming like Him is a lifelong process, in which we 
are continually being sanctified.   But our 
sanctification will not be complete until we see Jesus.   

One of the many areas of my life that I struggle with 
is my attitude.  I always want to do what is right and 
good in God’s eyes, and in man’s, but sometimes I do 
not do it with the right attitude.  That is when I need 
to check my heart and ask myself some questions:  
Why am I doing this?  Who am I doing it for?  That 
is when my focus shifts from a complaining spirit to a 
grateful spirit, and I am able to go about that specific 
task with joy.  Believe me, many times that is easier 
said than done.  That is why it is such a struggle.  But 
I believe, with the Lord’s help, He is renewing my 



 

 

mind and cleansing my heart daily as He continually 
sanctifies me. 

If you know you are God’s child, you have the comfort 
and assurance that comes from his identity and you can 
look forward to seeing Jesus and being made like Him 
purified, as he is pure.  Until then, He who began a 
good in work in you will be faithful to bring it to 
completion when we see him face to face. 

 

  



 

 

REFLECT 

Think of a fellow brother or sister who you can be an 
encouragement to.  How can you spur them on to 
continue in their good work? 

In what areas of your life do you feel that God needs 
to change and transform you to become more like him? 

   

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, thank you for the work that you have 
begun in me.  Help me to be patient as I am a work in 
progress.  Renew my mind, my heart, and my attitude 
so that I can become more and more like you.  I look 
forward to the day that your work in me is complete 
when I am in your presence.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
 

  



 

 

 
30 PEACE IN THE 

KNOWLEDGE OF 
THE LORD 
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30 
PEACE IN THE 
KNOWLEDGE  
OF THE LORD 

 
The wolf will live with the lamb, and the leopard will 
lie down with the goat. The calf, the young lion, and 

the fatling will be together, and a child will lead 
them…. None will harm or destroy another on My 

entire holy mountain, for the land will be as full of the 
knowledge of the LORD… 

Isaiah 11:6, 9
 
READ ISAIAH 11:6-9 

Did you know that sometime soon the knowledge of 
the LORD will spread throughout God’s Millennial 
Kingdom, fulfilling God’s design for mankind? But 
what interfered with God’s plan? As a result of Adam 
and Eve’s sin, God cursed all creation resulting in 
spiritual and physical death. Some animals became 
omnivores causing animals to fear one another and to 



 

 

fear mankind. Animals became a food source for 
humans (Genesis 9:1-2).  People also learned to fear 
what animals could do to them. We currently live in 
an insecure, chaotic world. Do you ever feel anxious 
about what is going on in your daily life? 

We can be grateful that our compassionate, all-loving 
God promised Adam that He would one day send a 
‘Seed’ who would destroy death and the curse. 
Someday soon, the muddled, turbulent world we live 
in will once again be restored to its original Edenic 
condition. God’s new covenant (Jeremiah 31:31) 
written on His people’s hearts, restores spiritual life. 
Today, as believers, we can rejoice that we share in the 
abundant life that Jesus gives. We are blessed with 
great hope:  our Messiah will return a second time to 
reign as King on the earth. God will completely restore 
peace and harmony. 

Isaiah describes this wonderful time. Picture God’s 
restored earth when Jesus Christ returns to earth and 
reigns on the throne over both humans and animals. 
We will no longer fear any animal, great or small – 



 

 

they will all be tame.  Even the fiercest of beasts will 
be calm and playful during Christ’s Kingdom. Wolves 
will lie peacefully with lambs; leopards will play with 
goats without even a thought of tearing them to pieces. 
A lion or bear will graze next to a calf. Even a small 
child will be able to walk and play among the animals 
in complete trust and confidence that they will be safe. 
Those of us who fear small animals now, will be 
relieved of our anxieties. What bliss, joy, and 
contentment we will experience living in this new 
“Eden.” We can eagerly look forward to this time of 
tranquility and calmness, when we serve under our 
King of kings, Jesus Christ, in fulfillment of God’s 
plan. 

 

  



 

 

REFLECT 

What act of restoration has God done in your heart 
over the past few years?  

What do you look forward to during Christ’s 
Millennial Kingdom? 

 

PRAY 

Eternal King: Thank you for Your promise of a future 
kingdom where all creation will live in harmony and 
peace. You are the Prince of Peace, the glorious King. 
May we do Your will here on earth now as it is done 
in heaven. In Jesus’ majestic name. Amen. 
 
 

  



 

 

   
 
 
 
 

   31 KNOWING 
       TRUE POWER 
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31 
KNOWING TRUE 

POWER 
 

Now he is far above any ruler or authority or power or 
leader or anything else—not only in this world but 

also in the world to come. 
Ephesians 1:21

 
READ EPHESIANS 1:18-23 

Paul’s words from this verse in Ephesians are very 
comforting, especially now, living in these times. 
There are so many moments where I find myself 
stressing and getting anxiety just thinking about 
current events, politics, sickness, disease, or even what 
the future holds. But Paul gives us a simple reminder 
of something we already know – that Jesus is far above 
everything, and everyone. 

I’ve read this verse before, but now it gives me great 
relief. I don’t have to worry anymore – He has it. Jesus 



 

 

is far above current events, politics, sickness, and 
disease. When I read this verse it grounds me. 

No matter how out of control the world seems, as 
Christians we can be confident that Jesus has won the 
final victory and is in control of everything. Jesus is the 
One who holds the future. We need not fear any ruler 
or authority or power or leader or anything else.  

When you find yourself in one of those moments of 
anxiety or stress, let yourself be grounded in Jesus. 
Take comfort in your Savior who loves you. And be 
encouraged by the reminder from Paul in Romans 
chapter eight that nothing “will be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Romans 8:39). 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  



 

 

REFLECT 

How does the knowledge that God is “far above any 
ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else” 
help you to be secure in Jesus?  

Since God’s power is available to you through Jesus, 
what do you need to do to take hold of it this week? 
How will your life look different as you do that? 

 

PRAY 

Lord, I come before You with a humble heart knowing 
that you bless us with a power that is greater than I can 
comprehend. Help me to rest in Your power, and live 
a life each day that glorifies You. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

32 AN ETERNAL 
HOPE 

 
 



 

 

CREATION • FALL • REDEMPTION • RESTORATION   THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 2021 
 

by Megan Maekawa, Victory Fellowship 
  

32 
AN ETERNAL HOPE 

 
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the 

first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 
there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the 

new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne 

saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the 
people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them and be 

their God.  
Revelation 21:1-3

 
READ REVELATION 21:1-5 

One of my favorite relaxing TV shows is Fixer Upper 
with Chip and Joanna Gaines. This couple takes old 
or broken houses and redesigns them to be their 
clients’ dream homes. The show is based on the idea 
of taking what no one wanted to live in and changing 
it to be perfect for the people who would be living 



 

 

there. Every client eagerly awaits the revealing of their 
new home.  

As Christians, we put our hope in the promise that 
Jesus will return one day and will take us to live with 
Him in the presence of God. In Revelation 21:1-5, 
God spoke to John through a vision and said there 
would be a new heaven and a new earth when the first 
heaven and earth had passed away. Currently, all of 
creation is in bondage to sin. In the new heaven and 
earth, God will live with his people. Since the 
beginning, God intended for humans to be able to live 
with him in a sinless world. After the fall, God set into 
motion his plan to bring all believers to live with Him. 
This is God’s promise for believers that one day, we 
will rise in our new, heavenly bodies to live with God 
forever in a perfect place.  

In the Old Testament, God dwelled with his people, 
the Israelites, in the Tabernacle. Once the temple was 
constructed in Jerusalem, God’s presence dwelt in the 
Holy of Holies. In the New Testament, God sent Jesus 
to be Emanuel, God with us. We are now blessed with 



 

 

the Holy Spirit living inside us. For believers, our 
future with God is secure. A loud voice from the 
throne tells John that this is God’s dwelling place with 
his people where He will be our God, we will be his 
people, and God will dwell among us. This has always 
been God’s plan for redemption. His plan was for 
perfect fellowship with no pain or sadness.  

This is what we look forward to! An eternity in a 
perfect place where God will dwell among us. He will 
forever be our God and we will forever be his people. 
Everything will be made new, our bodies, our home, 
and especially the way that we see and worship God. 
We have God’s promise that one day, he will restore 
us and will bring us back to him and this gives us hope 
for our future no matter how complicated life seems 
right now. We have the reassurance that God’s words 
are trustworthy and true, and we can have peace today 
as we place our hope in God’s plan for our future. 

 
 

  



 

 

REFLECT 

What are some things that you put your hope in here 
on earth? 

How would putting your hope in an eternity with God 
change your perspective on life?  

What is a practical way you can start placing more of 
your hope in eternity? 

 
 

PRAY 

Dear God, your plans are perfect, and your ways are 
good. From the very beginning, you had a perfect plan 
to bring us back to live with you forever. Thank you 
for promising us that there is hope. We don’t have to 
fear for what is to come because you give us assurance 
that you will come back for us and we won’t live in sin 
anymore. Please help us remember to put our hope in 
an eternity with you and to give us peace in all 
circumstances. Amen 
 

  



 

 

  
 
 

     33 RECKLESS   
         ABANDON 
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33 
RECKLESS ABANDON 

 
Mary brought in a pint of very expensive perfume 
made from pure nard. She poured the perfume on 

Jesus’ feet, and then she wiped his feet with her hair. 
And the sweet smell from the perfume filled the 

whole house. 
John 12:3

 
 
READ JOHN 12:1-7 

This familiar passage from the Gospel of John is rich 
with both literal and deep symbolic meaning. At the 
core of the story are three very different personalities, 
each with a different motivation and mission: 

• Mary, whose heart overflows with gratitude for who 
Jesus is and for all He has done for her; 



 

 

• Judas, who tries to appear concerned about the 
welfare of others in an attempt to divert attention away 
from his underlying deceitful and self-serving agenda; 

• Jesus, who is fully aware of the significance of these 
events in light of the sacrificial mission that lies before 
Him. 

A number of passages in the gospels seem to infer that 
a close personal bond existed between Jesus and 
members of Mary’s family. Luke chapter 10 describes 
Jesus’ initial visit to the home of Mary and her sister 
Martha, and their very different responses when 
presented with the opportunity to spend time in his 
presence. While Martha busily occupied herself 
making preparations for the meal, Mary’s attention 
was completely fixed on Jesus as she sat at his feet 
listening to his teaching. In John chapter 11 we read 
how their brother Lazarus was miraculously 
resurrected by Jesus after being dead for four days. So, 
with the close proximity of their relationship, it was 
perfectly natural that Jesus and His disciples would 



 

 

decide to stop by for a visit while on their way to 
Jerusalem to celebrate Passover.   

From what we read in this passage, the central event 
of this dinner party happened when Mary 
spontaneously kneeled before Jesus, anointing Him 
with a large quantity of very expensive perfume, 
wiping his feet with her hair. This unexpected and 
costly act of worship, personal sacrifice and total 
abandon drew immediate criticism from the one 
individual in the room, Judas, who just a few days later 
would turn to betray our Lord. The Bible equates the 
use of fragrances, both literally and figuratively with 
praise, worship, adoration and being in the presence of 
God. Also, fragrances such as the one Mary poured 
over Jesus’ feet were typically used in the embalming 
of the dead. 

In response to Judas’ critical outburst, Jesus, knowing 
the fate that lied before him, replied “Leave her alone. 
It was intended that she should save this perfume for 
the day of my burial.” Not many days would pass 



 

 

before those self-prophetic words of Jesus would be 
fulfilled. 

As believers in Christ, we are God’s fragrance to the 
world. By fully yielding our lives to him, God can use 
us to distribute the sweet aroma of his grace, love, 
forgiveness and restorative power. 

“God always makes his grace visible in Christ, who 
includes us as partners of his endless triumph. 
Through our yielded lives he spreads the fragrance of 
the knowledge of God everywhere we go” 2 Cor 2:14 

 
 
 

  



 

 

REFLECT 

Mary dedicates both her attention and resources to 
Jesus. How can we devote more of our hearts and 
minds to focus on Jesus? 

Mary’s offering of perfume seemed excessive, in what 
ways can we change our values so that our own 
dedication to Christ seems excessive? 

 

PRAY 

Dear Lord, please continue to remind me that you 
alone are fully worthy of my complete attention and 
devotion. Please use me daily to spread the fragrance 
of your love to all those around me. Amen. 
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 34 THE TRIUMPHANT 

KING 
 
 
 
  



 

 

CHRIST’S PASSION   SATURDAY, MARCH 27, 2021 
 

by Shannon Pitman, Nova Community Church
  

34 
THE TRIUMPHANT 

KING 
 

…the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise 
God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen…  

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, 
“Teacher rebuke your disciples!”  “I tell you,” he 

replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”   
Luke 19:37, 39-40

 
READ LUKE 19:32-40 

The moment they had been waiting for was finally 
here.  After about three years of following this rabbi 
who they hoped would bring the promised deliverance 
of the Messiah, it was finally time.  For Jesus’ disciples, 
this entry into Jerusalem marked what they believed 
would finally be the fulfillment of their hope, the true 
king of Israel riding into Jerusalem to shouts of praise.  
This raucous and joyful processional marked what they 
believed to be a new beginning for the Jewish people, 



 

 

the end of the oppression of the Romans and a godly 
king sitting on the throne once again. Jesus rides 
through the adoring crowd accepting their shouts of 
praise and welcoming the label of king.  He rebukes 
the nay-saying Pharisees. Creation itself knows he is 
the king, and it must be proclaimed. 

I can picture the scene so clearly.  I can imagine the joy 
they must have felt seeing the one they had trusted and 
followed finally fulfilling all their hopes.  I can hear 
their shouts of praise.  But over two thousand years 
later we know what comes next: a plan they could not 
have imagined, one they never wanted, a path they 
would never choose.  The one who was supposed to be 
the solution, nailed to a cross.  All their hopes dashed, 
they were left with nothing but sadness and confusion. 
To enter the joy and expectation of the triumphal entry 
sets the stage for us to feel the depth of the sorrow and 
disappointment coming on Good Friday.   

I can imagine the emotional roller coaster of the 
disciples during this week; from entering Jerusalem in 
the entourage of the true king to looking up at the 



 

 

cross thinking, “It wasn’t supposed to end this way.”  
We can identify with those feelings because we feel 
them ourselves all the time. When everything seems to 
be falling apart, we look back on our times of triumph 
and joy and we think, “It wasn’t supposed to end this 
way.” Just like the disciples we can be blind to the 
truth, that our lowest moments on this earth are not 
the end.  Just as the cross did not mark the end for 
Jesus, the triumphant king, our lowest point is not our 
“end.”  Our end is in resurrection glory with our Lord, 
and that, more than any donkey ride, is why even the 
stones cry out His praise. 

 

  



 

 

REFLECT 

What circumstances in your life have led you to 
identify with the “emotional roller coaster” of the 
disciples during passion week? 

What currently motivates you to joyfully praise Jesus 
the king? 

 

PRAY 

God, thank you that you are a king who is both 
triumphant and sacrificial.  I praise you because I know 
that you are the one true king who is deserving of all 
glory and praise.  I pray that you would increase my 
awareness that my plans are not your plans, and that 
your plans are always better.  In my darkest moments, 
when nothing seems to be as it should, I pray that I 
would hear your gentle reminder that this is not the 
way it ends and celebrate the glory of Christ’s 
resurrection. Amen. 
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35 
CLEAN SWEEP 

 
And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who 

sold and bought in the temple, and he overturned the 
tables of the money-changers and the seats of those 
who sold pigeons. He said to them, “It is written, ‘My 

house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you make 
it a den of robbers.” 

Matthew 21:12-13
 
READ MATTHEW 21:12-17 

No one loves a dirty and cluttered house. How would 
you feel if an outsider came to your house, and started 
leaving their clutter and dirty detestable trash inside 
your home? We would be outraged! 

For years, during the Passover, Jesus made His annual 
pilgrimage to the Holy Temple. It wasn’t just the Holy 
Temple; it was His Father’s House. With every visit, 
He witnessed money changers making an exorbitant 
commission off the poor and merchants selling 



 

 

blemished or deformed animals at inflated prices; with 
most unblemished animals the average Jewish person 
couldn’t afford. This wasn’t the first time Jesus 
overturned and condemned them. In fact, the first 
time Jesus cleansed His Father’s house was directly 
after He performed His first miracle and started His 
public ministry. 

This was Jesus’ final opportunity; His final Passover 
experience and He would no longer tolerate it. Jesus’ 
reason? Not only didn’t the religious leaders heed their 
first warning, but their hearts failed to recognize their 
continued exploitation of the poor and needy! For the 
religious leaders, the money changers and animal 
merchants, mammon was their idol and they used 
religion to exploit those who desired to honor and 
worship God through their annual sacrifices! They 
exchanged their worship of God for the worship of 
money! They cluttered Jesus’ house with garbage!  

When we give our lives to the Lord, the Holy Spirit 
enters our spirits and takes residence. God doesn’t just 
occupy us; He lovingly takes ownership of us! 



 

 

Unfortunately, because we live in a fallen world, at 
times, we allow the clutter of the world to take 
residence in our hearts and homes!  

Our clutter may not be our material possessions or our 
finances, our clutter can be anything that preoccupies 
our hearts and minds. Clutter that we’ve made into 
idols and clutter that diminishes our hearts from truly 
worshipping and loving God! Clutter can be anything 
in our hearts that we’ve determined we can’t live 
without, pursing them even at the expense of 
weakening our relationship with Heavenly Father.  

May we never exploit others for financial gain and may 
we never allow our finances, possessions and clutter 
become our idols. 

 

  



 

 

REFLECT 

If Jesus were to visit your residence what would He 
discover? 

If Jesus were to take an inventory of your heart what 
would He reveal? 

What clutter can you ask God to remove from your 
life?   
 

PRAY 

Lord, we pray that you would be honored and glorified 
in our lives. Lord we pray for your conviction and we 
ask for your forgiveness in areas of our lives that have 
become cluttered with idols. Lord, we thank you for 
your mercy and forgiveness. Please Lord transform our 
hearts! In Jesus’ name, amen! 
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36 
CURSE REVERSE 

 
“Rabbi, look, the fig tree which You cursed has 

withered.” And Jesus answered saying to them, “Have 
faith in God. Truly I say to you, whoever says to this 
mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ and 

does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he 
says is going to happen, it will be granted him.” 

Mark 11:21-23
 
READ MARK 11:20-25 

As Jesus enters Jerusalem and approaches the Cross, 
we come across one of the most cryptic episodes of 
Passion Week. The day after Jesus rides into the city 
with the crowds celebrating His Messiahship, Jesus 
enters the city again after staying the night outside the 
walls in Bethany. Upon this second entrance to 
Jerusalem, Jesus notices a fig tree full of leaves, but 
with no fruit. Jesus decides that this is a good time to 
teach His disciples through an extended visual 
example: He speaks to the fig tree and curses it for its 



 

 

lack of fruit (“May no one ever eat fruit from you 
again!”- Mark 11:14). 

Directly after this encounter, Jesus arrives at the 
Temple- the seat of the worship of God. There Jesus 
finds that even the very center of spiritual practice for 
Israel had been corroded: the temple courts were being 
used to buy and sell offerings as well as change money. 
Not only was this a desecration of the holiness of the 
place, it proved that the people were more concerned 
with commerce than worship and testimony: the 
commercial activity filled up the court of the Gentiles- 
the one place where non-Jews were welcomed to 
worship God. Jealous for God’s holiness and glory, 
Jesus drives out all the merchants from the temple 
courts. 

Our passage occurs once again as Jesus comes back 
into Jerusalem the day after cleansing the temple of 
commercial activity. Once again traveling from 
Bethany into Jerusalem, Jesus and His disciples pass 
the very same fig tree Jesus cursed earlier, but this time 
the fig tree has completely withered. Peter notes, 



 

 

“Rabbi, look, the fig tree which You cursed has 
withered.” (vs 11:21) If the disciples rightly 
understood Jesus’ intent in the cursing of the fig tree, 
they would understand that His actions paralleled the 
fact that He no longer found that Israel was producing 
fruit for the Kingdom of God. Jesus’ day in the Temple 
proved that the religion practiced there was void of all 
life or spirit because it yielded no fruit. Because of this 
failure, Jesus had come to bring judgement, withering 
the testimony of the Temple. 

Yet, Jesus follows up this episode with promises that 
with faith, mountains can be moved. Although the fig 
tree was cursed, that curse can be reversed- just as Jesus 
was about to reverse our greatest curse through the 
Cross. So, even though the central narrative of this 
passage revolves around the rejection of unfaithful 
Jerusalem, God always reminds us that His arms are 
open to those who return to Him.   

 

  



 

 

REFLECT 

In what ways do we often feel unfruitful for the 
Kingdom of God- where we place other priorities 
ahead of a lifestyle of worship or testimony? 

We often paint the religious establishment lined up 
against Jesus as the villains in the New Testament, but 
even here Jesus affirms that all are welcomed to repent 
and be forgiven anew. Are there people who you deem 
as farther away from Jesus who you fail to share the 
news of Christ with? How does this reflect on your 
own understanding of who God does or does not reach 
out to? 

 

PRAY 

Jesus, thank you for saving me not because I was near 
to you, but because I was distant and sinful. Help me 
to have the faith to reach those outside my level of 
comfort and those in need of your great forgiveness. 
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37 
THE FORGIVER 

 
And Satan entered Judas, the one called Iscariot, who 
belonged to the number of the twelve. And he left and 

discussed with the chief priests and officers how he 
was to betray Him to them.  

Luke 22:3-4
 
READ LUKE 22:1-6 

The gospel is full of examples of the disciples failing. 
They fail a lot. They are a mirror into how we live our 
daily lives as believers. We are imperfect. We are 
flawed. As we read our verses today, we see one of the 
twelve, Judas, betraying Jesus for 30 silver pieces. We 
must understand that what Judas did isn’t an 
unattainable evil. He is something we become every 
time we sin. And we do it for a lot less than 30 silver 
pieces.  



 

 

Judas’ later remorse for betraying Jesus (Matt. 27:3) is 
much like all of us once we come to our senses. We 
feel instant regret. We wish we could take back our 
mistakes. Judas is crushed at the realization of what he 
had done. He even attempts to return the silver pieces. 
Judas' end is a reminder of what happens to someone 
when we can’t obtain forgiveness. We become lost. 
Like sheep without a shepherd. 

So where is the hope? To put it simply, it’s Jesus. His 
love. His passion for us. We have an eternal father who 
came to this Earth to die for us. He didn’t come for 
just the Jews nor did he come for just the righteous. 
He came for everyone. Each person has a choice to ask 
for redemption and forgiveness so they may enter into 
the kingdom of God. However, this is not a one time 
choice. For every time we abandon Jesus, like Peter, or 
betray Jesus, like Judas, we can’t simply wish to take it 
back. We must come before God, on our knees, and 
humbly ask for his forgiveness and guidance. 

Sometimes we don’t even consider God’s guidance. So 
often we want to do things our way. We do what we 



 

 

want to do. Judas, as one of the twelve, gave up his 
former life and followed Jesus. He made the choice to 
listen and serve Jesus. At some point he stopped 
making that choice. He did what he wanted to do. The 
decision to follow Christ is not a one and done deal. It 
is a choice you must make and remake constantly. 
God’s love is right in front of us. It is always attainable.  

No matter the mistakes we make, no matter how long 
we stray, God’s arms will always be open wide. 

  



 

 

REFLECT 

Can you relate to any of the disciples’ mistakes? Which 
ones? 

What does repeatedly devoting ourselves to God look 
like? 
 

PRAY 

Dear God, please instill in us a will to devote ourselves 
to you. Not once. But every day. Help us to understand 
that we are your children and you are our loving 
Father. We can always come back to you. Your love is 
never ending. For that we will always be grateful. In 
your great name we pray. Amen. 
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38 
ULTIMATE LOVE & 

OBEDIENCE 
 

Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour is 
near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands 
of sinners. Rise, let us go! Here comes my betrayer! 

Matthew 26:45-46
 
 
READ MATTHEW 26:36-46 

Several key words stand out in this passage that gives 
us insight into what Jesus was feeling and experiencing 
within… sorrowful and troubled writes Matthew. As 
the situation unfolds, we can also gather that Jesus 
desired some company; wanting his closest friends to 
be by his side for empathy and support. Yet, as they 
failed him miserably, Jesus probably felt a little sad and 
disappointed too.  As the disciples were there, but not 
really “there”, Jesus was alone to deal with the 
heartache by himself.   



 

 

As difficult as the pain was, the struggle intensifies 
even more!  As a man, Jesus wasn’t looking forward to 
the agony of being crucified. Can you blame Him?  
Who wants to be mocked, insulted, spit upon, flogged, 
beat upon, nailed to a cross and suffer the most horrific 
death known to man?   “If possible, can you please take 
this away from me,” Jesus cries out to his father.  

Yet, as God’s Son, Jesus also knew He was there to 
carry out what His Father had sent Him to do... to die 
on the cross for our sins... to obey and carry out the 
will of God.  “Not my will, but yours be done”, Jesus 
yields to the Father, as He arises and goes. Yes, Jesus 
goes, and provides the ultimate display of love and 
obedience ever! 

This Easter, let us reflect upon the fact that Jesus was 
God incarnate... fully man, yet, fully God.  And as 
such, Jesus struggled with dying a gruesome death; all 
the while loving us so much and desiring to obey His 
father so much, that He went to the cross to provide 
forgiveness of our sins and eternal life. May these 
truths awake us from our slumber and bring us to a 



 

 

point of humble gratitude and praise of Jesus, our 
Savior and Lord! 

 

REFLECT 

Are you “sleeping and resting” this week to the point 
of missing out on Jesus’ work on the cross?   

In what ways does God want you to respond to Jesus’ 
death on the cross for you? 

 

PRAY 

God, thank you for Jesus!  Thank you for your 
immense love for us in sending your Son to die for us!  
Thank you for providing a way for our sins to be wiped 
away and for us to be in relationship with you now and 
forever!  Melt our hearts this Lenten season!  Bring us 
to our knees in thankfulness and worship!  In Jesus’ 
name, Amen!
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RAINBOW 
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39 
STAYING STRONG 

THROUGH A STORM, WE 
WILL SEE THE RAINBOW

 
My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? Far 

from my deliverance are the words of my groaning. O 
my God, I cry by day, but You do not answer; And by 

night, but I have no rest. 
Psalm 22:1-2

 
READ PSALM 22:1-18 

As followers of Christ there will be situations where 
we will be in an intense pain: physically, mentally, 
and/or spiritually. Sometimes we will wonder why 
God would put us in this situation. Just like David we 
might even ask God during our prayers, “Why have 
you forsaken me?” But what we do next is an important 
step.  



 

 

Even though David feels completely abandoned by 
God, and doesn’t understand why, he continues to 
pray to God and ask for help, because he knows that 
he cannot get out of that situation without Him. 
David, just like the rest of us, was in a situation so 
severe or painful that he began to feel like nothing or 
even a “worm,” and began to feel like the people 
around him saw him as a joke. But how do we react to 
it? Do we pray or try to fix the situation by ourselves? 
Or run away from it?  

Times of trouble are when we should have faith in 
God and continue to pray no matter how long it takes. 
A few hours, days, weeks, or months our faith should 
continue to grow as we pray for guidance and 
protection. In Mark 11:24 it says, “Therefore I tell 
you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you 
have received it, and it will be yours.”  

It is exciting but also nerve-racking to be followers of 
Christ, because we will be tested to see how strong our 
faith is, and the way to do that is to struggle and feel 
pain. James 1: 2-3 says, “Consider it all joy, my 



 

 

brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing 
that the testing of your faith produces endurance.” 
Even though we won’t enjoy it during that chapter, 
when it is over it is something we can discuss with 
others. We can let them know how good God is so 
that they can see how we survived that chapter through 
Him and have them understand God’s love.  

Through this whole chapter (Psalm 22) we see that 
this is also what Jesus was going through when He 
went to the cross. The only difference is that Jesus was 
abandoned by God to save us, while David felt like 
God abandoned him. 2 Corinthians 5:21 says, “God 
made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, 
so that we might become the righteousness of God in 
Him.” Jesus experienced the rejection by God and 
men. Jesus' journey on the cross was first through 
suffering and then glory so that we can have a stronger 
bond with God and be free of sin. It has allowed us to 
understand that, through our journey, when it gets 
tough, we must pray. Prayer will lead us to meditation 
and it will remind us of the promise of God which will 
allow us to praise Him. This will help us face the days 



 

 

easier and have faith which will allow us to face our 
problems. 

 

REFLECT 

During stressful situations what are some good ways 
to keep us calm?  

How can we stay patient as we continue to pray to God 
about our troubles? 

 

PRAY 

Dear Lord, thank you so much for this day, and giving 
us a chance to worship You and glorify You. Please 
don’t let my emotions cloud my judgment as my 
situations get tougher. Let me continue to stay strong 
in your path and know that You are great and that I 
can get through this with You by my side. Please let 
me do well, and understand this journey. Thank you 
for your help, and letting my faith grow stronger. We 
pray in Jesus' name. Amen. 

  



 

 

  
40 THE BURIAL OF 

CHRIST 
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40 
THE BURIAL OF CHRIST 

 
...this man went to Pilate and asked for the body of 
Jesus. And he took it down and wrapped it in a linen 

cloth, and laid Him in a tomb cut into the rock, where 
no one had ever lain.  It was the preparation day, and 

the Sabbath was about to begin. 
Luke 23:52-54

 
READ LUKE 23:50-56 

We come to this passage after reading of the trial and 
death of Jesus. As the despair and rejection is palpable, 
it can be difficult to read about Christ’s crucifixion. 
The thought of all of that pain, all of the loneliness He 
must have felt, can overwhelm us with something we 
don’t understand until we read this passage.  

Here, we read about Joseph of Arimathea. Joseph was 
a man who was a prominent member of the 
Sanhedrin- the council who had just condemned Jesus. 



 

 

Joseph followed Christ in secret, no doubt being afraid 
of what it would mean for him to be known as a 
disciple of Jesus. He, through being a witness to 
Christ’s suffering and death, finds the courage to go to 
Pontias Pilate to ask for Jesus’ body in order to give 
him a proper burial. Isaiah 53:5 says “But He was 
pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was 
on Him, and by His wounds we are healed.” Joseph 
would have been very familiar with this scripture, and 
I imagine it would have been weighing heavily on his 
mind as he watched what was happening to Jesus in 
the passages leading up to this. Imagine being there, 
watching what Jesus was going through, and knowing 
that Jesus was pierced for our transgressions, and that 
we are healed by His wounds. In having a firsthand 
view of what this scripture was referring to, Joseph 
couldn’t help but to be moved to action. These horrors 
that his Lord was being subjected to were not because 
He was guilty of anything, despite what the Sanhedrin 
concluded, but because He loves us so much. How 
amazing this is, that Jesus loves us so much! Joseph was 
certainly changed by this, and his response to Christ’s 



 

 

sacrifice is a testament to the transformative power of 
Christ.  

Joseph watches Christ’s crucifixion and is transformed 
from a man who, for fear of the Jews, follows Christ in 
secret. Though this is a dark time and it seems like all 
is lost, his fear of who might find out that he is a 
disciple of Christ is gone. At great risk to himself, he 
petitions Pilate for Jesus’ body in order to give it a 
proper burial before the Sabbath. According to the 
scriptures, Jesus would remain silent for three days. As 
the following day was the Sabbath, His body would 
have hung on that cross, out in the elements, subject 
to predation; but Joseph was faithful and took Jesus’ 
body and lovingly washed it, dressed it, and laid it in 
the tomb before the Sabbath day of rest. He didn’t 
know what was to come, but because of Christ’s 
sacrifice he was no longer afraid and he chose to honor 
his Lord in His death. 

 

  



 

 

REFLECT 

What can we learn from Joseph’s response to Christ’s 
suffering and death? 

How can we continue to honor God when it feels like 
all hope is lost? 

 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, please give me the courage to 
persevere when I face difficult times in my life. Give 
me the faith and wisdom to be able to honor you and 
be obedient to your will. In Jesus' name, I pray. Amen. 
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