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27 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. 
On the way he asked them, “Who do people say I am?” 
28 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, one of the prophets.” 
29 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.” 
30 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. 
31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of 
the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. 32 He 
spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 
33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the 
concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 
34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and 
said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, 
but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. 36 What 
good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 37 Or 
what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed 
of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of 
Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the 
holy angels.” 
9:1 And he said to them, “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will 
not taste death before they see that the kingdom of God has come with 
power.” 
Mark 8:27-9:1 
 
 
 
 
 



Why did Jesus Christ have to die? 
 

1. It was necessary for us PERSONALLY, that we might be 
transformed by his love. 

 
We love because he first loved us. 
1 John 4:19 
 
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked 
out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of 
faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so 
that you will not grow weary and lose heart.  
Hebrews 12:1-3 

 
 

2. It was necessary for us LEGALLY, that we might be forgiven. 
 
 
 

3. It was necessary for us SPIRITUALLY, that we might be free 
from the fear of death and evil. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Small Group Discussion Questions for the Week of April 11, 2021. 
 
Opening 
 
As a child, what did you aspire to be when you grew up? 
 
 
Digging Deeper into the Scriptures 
 

Read Mark 8:27-9:1 
1. In verses 31-32, what four things does Jesus prophesy about the Son of Man? 
2. According to Jesus, what kind of Messiah is he? 
3. How would you paraphrase verse 34? 

 
Applying the Scriptures 
 

1. How has your relationship with God affected your: Goals?  Relationships?  
Priorities?  Politics? 

2. In light of your lifestyle, what is the most challenging aspect of verse 34? 


