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Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God— 
John 1:12 
 

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who 

belong to the family of believers. 

Galatians 6:10 

 

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 

God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not 

know him. 

1 John 3:1 

 
1Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, 
To all God’s holy people in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and 
deacons: 
2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always 
pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 
now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 1:1-6 

 
6 Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and 

Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of 

Asia. 7 When they came  

to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit  

of Jesus would not allow them to. 

Acts 16:6-7 

 
13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find 

a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered 

there. 14 One of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a 

dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to 

respond to Paul’s message. 15 When she and the members of her household were 

baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she 

said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us. 

Acts 16:13-15 



16 Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a female slave who 

had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her 

owners by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men 

are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” 18 She 

kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so annoyed that he turned around and 

said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!” At 

that moment the spirit left her. 

Acts 16:16-18 

 
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other 
prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that 
the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and 
everyone’s chains came loose. 27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors 
open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners 
had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!” 
29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 He 
then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 
31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your 
household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his 
house. 33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then 
immediately he and all his household were baptized. 34 The jailer brought them into his 
house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to 
believe in God—he and his whole household. 
Acts 16:25-34 

 

After Paul and Silas came out of the prison, they went to Lydia’s house, where they met 

with the brothers and sisters and encouraged them. Then they left. 

Acts 16:40 

 

 

 

The family of God: 
 

1. Serves together  
 

 5 …because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.  
Philippians 1:5 

 

 

2. Is Spirit-led together. 
 

Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any 

comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness 



and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having 

the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind.  

Philippians 2:1 

 
4 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The 

Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear 

again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to 

sonship.  And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with 

our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are 

heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his 

sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

Romans 8:14-17 

 

 

3. Suffers together. 
 

 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and 

participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  

Philippians 3:10 

 
10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above 
yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving 
the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share 
with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with 
those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one 
another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low 
position. Do not be conceited. 
Romans 12:10-16 

 

 

4. Has grace for one another. 
 

 …being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it 
on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 1:6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Small Group Discussion Questions for the Week of January 16, 2022. 

  

Opening 

 

1. What are three words that would describe a healthy family? 

2. Would those descriptive words describe your family of origin? 

 

 

Digging Deeper into the Scriptures 

  
Read Philippians 1:1-6. 

1. When you think of the different people (Acts 16) in the beginning of church at 

Philippi, what is remarkable to you? 

2. Read Romans 12:10-16.  If families are to celebrate (rejoice) and suffer (weep) 

together, how are we doing?  What are the challenges of rejoicing and weeping 

together?  How can we overcome and grow past the challenges? 

 

Applying the Scriptures 

 
1. As a Small Group family, how can we grow in serving one another? 
2. As a Small Group family, how can we grow in our grace and encouragement of 

one another? 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 


