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Our Hope: Restoration 
 
 
The first step towards restoration is repentance. 
 
1 In the eighth month of the second year of Darius, the word of the Lord came to the 
prophet Zechariah son of Berekiah, the son of Iddo: 
  

2 “The Lord was very angry with your ancestors. 3 Therefore tell the people: This is what 
the Lord Almighty says: ‘Return to me,’ declares the Lord Almighty, ‘and I will return to 
you,’ says the Lord Almighty. 4 Do not be like your ancestors, to whom the earlier 
prophets proclaimed: This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Turn from your evil ways and 
your evil practices.’ But they would not listen or pay attention to me, declares the Lord. 5 
Where are your ancestors now? And the prophets, do they live forever? 6 But did not my 
words and my decrees, which I commanded my servants the prophets, overtake your 
ancestors? 
  

“Then they repented and said, ‘The Lord Almighty has done to us what our ways and 
practices deserve, just as he determined to do.’” 
  

Zechariah 1:1-6 

 
 
A life of worship must always include caring for others, 
especially the vulnerable. 
 
 
1 In the fourth year of King Darius, the word of the Lord came to Zechariah on the fourth 
day of the ninth month, the month of Kislev. 2 The people of Bethel had sent Sharezer 
and Regem-Melek, together with their men, to entreat the Lord 3 by asking the priests of 
the house of the Lord Almighty and the prophets, “Should I mourn and fast in the fifth 
month, as I have done for so many years?” 
  
4 Then the word of the Lord Almighty came to me: 5 “Ask all the people of the land and 
the priests, ‘When you fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh months for the past 
seventy years, was it really for me that you fasted? 6 And when you were eating and 



drinking, were you not just feasting for yourselves? 7 Are these not the words the Lord 
proclaimed through the earlier prophets when Jerusalem and its surrounding towns 
were at rest and prosperous, and the Negev and the western foothills were settled?’” 
  

8 And the word of the Lord came again to Zechariah: 9 “This is what the Lord Almighty 
said: ‘Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to one another. 10 Do not 
oppress the widow or the fatherless, the foreigner or the poor. Do not plot evil against 
each other.’ 
  
11 “But they refused to pay attention; stubbornly they turned their backs and covered 
their ears. 12 They made their hearts as hard as flint and would not listen to the law or to 
the words that the Lord Almighty had sent by his Spirit through the earlier prophets. 
  

Zechariah 7:1-12 
 

 

21 “I hate, I despise your religious festivals; 
    your assemblies are a stench to me. 
22 Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
    I will not accept them. 
Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, 
    I will have no regard for them. 
23 Away with the noise of your songs! 
    I will not listen to the music of your harps. 
24 But let justice roll on like a river, 
    righteousness like a never-failing stream! 
  

Amos 5:21-24 

 
 
34 ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom 
prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 
  

37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed 
you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and 
invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in 
prison and go to visit you?’ 
  

40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 
  

Matthew 25:34-40 
 
 



 
Restoration ultimately comes from God alone. 
 
 
9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 
    Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you, 
    righteous and victorious, 
lowly and riding on a donkey, 
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim 
    and the warhorses from Jerusalem, 
    and the battle bow will be broken. 
He will proclaim peace to the nations. 
    His rule will extend from sea to sea 
    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11 As for you, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
    I will free your prisoners from the waterless pit. 
12 Return to your fortress, you prisoners of hope; 
    even now I announce that I will restore twice as much to you. 
  

Zechariah 9:9-12 
 

 
10 “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit[a] 
of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will 
mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves 
for a firstborn son. 11 On that day the weeping in Jerusalem will be as great as the 
weeping of Hadad Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo. 12 The land will mourn, each clan by 
itself, with their wives by themselves: the clan of the house of David and their wives, the 
clan of the house of Nathan and their wives, 13 the clan of the house of Levi and their 
wives, the clan of Shimei and their wives, 14 and all the rest of the clans and their wives. 
  
1 “On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and impurity. 
  

Zechariah 12:10-13:1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Small Group Discussion Questions for the Week of Sept. 26, 2021. 
 
  
Opening 
 

1. Have you ever restored something like an old piece of furniture or an antique? How 
long was the process? How did you feel when you finished? 

 
 
Digging Deeper into the Scriptures 
  
Read Zechariah 1:1-6. 

1. At the end of verse 6 it says that the people repented. According to verses 2-6, of 
what does repentance entail? 

 
Read Zechariah 7:1-12 

2. According to verses 4-7, the fasting and mourning of the people was empty and 
for themselves. According to verses 8-10, why is this the case? 

3. In the sermon on Sunday, it was said that worship must always coincide with 
caring for others. What does this tell you about the heart of God? 

4. Why do you think the people “refused to pay attention,” “turned their backs and 
covered their ears,” and “made their hearts hard as flint?” 

  
 
Applying the Scriptures 
  

1. Does the word “repent” carry positive or negative connotations in your mind? 
Why or why not? Do you find it easy to repent of wrongdoing? Why or why not? 
  

2. “A life of worship must always include caring for others, especially the 
vulnerable.” Is this a difficult teaching for you? Why or why not? 
  

3. God promises throughout Zechariah (and the entire Bible for that matter) that he 
is going to one day fully restore creation to how he intended it to be, free from 
suffering and sin. How does this promise make you feel? Does it change your 
perspective on this current life in any way? How so? 

 


