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Overview of Haggai 
 

• These were people following God. 

 

• The local economy was a mess. 

 

• They were unsure what God wanted. 

 

• When Haggai gave them God’s direction, they quickly obeyed. 

 

 

 

The Story 
 

1 In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the word 
of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, 
governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest: 
2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The time has not yet 
come to rebuild the LORD’s house.’” 3 Then the word of the LORD came through 
the prophet Haggai: 
4 “Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this 
house remains a ruin?” 
Haggai 1:1-4 

 
5 Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your 
ways. 6 You have planted much, but harvested little. You eat, but never have 
enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. 
You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.” 
Haggai 1:5-6 

 
7 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 8 Go 

up into the mountains and bring down timber and build my house, so that I may 

take pleasure in it and be honored,” says the LORD. 

Haggai 1:7-8 

 



 9 “You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, 

I blew away. Why?” declares the LORD Almighty. “Because of my house, which 

remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with your own house. 10 Therefore, 

because of you the heavens have withheld their dew and the earth its crops. 11 I 

called for a drought on the fields and the mountains, on the grain, the new 

wine, the olive oil and everything else the ground produces, on people and 

livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.” 

Haggai 1:9-11 

 
12 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest, and 
the whole remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the LORD their God and the 
message of the prophet Haggai, because the LORD their God had sent him. And 
the people feared the LORD. 
13 Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, gave this message of the LORD to the 
people: “I am with you,” declares the LORD. 14 So the LORD stirred up the spirit of 
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua son of 
Jozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of the whole remnant of the people. They 
came and began to work on the house of the LORD Almighty, their God, 15 on the 
twenty-fourth day of the sixth month.  
Haggai 1:12-15a 

 
1:15bIn the second year of King Darius, 2:1 on the twenty-first day of the seventh 
month, the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai: 2 “Speak to 
Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, to Joshua son of Jozadak, the 
high priest, and to the remnant of the people. Ask them, 3 ‘Who of you is left who 
saw this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Does it not 
seem to you like nothing? 4 But now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ declares the LORD. 
‘Be strong, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of 
the land,’ declares the LORD, ‘and work. For I am with you,’ declares 
the LORD Almighty. 5 ‘This is what I covenanted with you when you came out of 
Egypt. And my Spirit remains among you. Do not fear.’ 
6 “This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘In a little while I will once more shake the 
heavens and the earth, the sea, and the dry land. 7 I will shake all nations, and 
what is desired by all nations will come, and I will fill this house with glory,’ says 
the LORD Almighty. 
8 ‘The silver is mine and the gold is mine,’ declares the LORD Almighty. 9 ‘The 
glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house,’ 
says the LORD Almighty. ‘And in this place I will grant peace,’ declares 
the LORD Almighty.” 
Haggai 1:15b; 2:1-8 

 

 

 

 

 



A takeaway from Haggai: 
 

 

• Honor God first, not with your leftovers. 
 

37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment.  

Matthew 22:37-38 

 

 

 

Small Group Discussion Questions for the Week of Sept. 19, 2021. 

  

Opening 

 

1. If you were given $5000 and were required to give it away, who would you give it to 

and why? 

2. What does your answer to question #1 tell you about your priorities and passions? 

  

 

Digging Deeper into the Scriptures 

  

Read Haggai 1-2. 

1. After 18 years of starts and stops in the rebuilding of the Temple since returning 

from exile, why do you think “this house remains a ruin” (1:4)? 

2. To what are the people to “give careful thought” (1:5-8)? 

3. In 2:20-23, what will happen?  What Biblical event does this day recall (Exodus 

15:1, 4, 19, 21)? 

4. What does Haggai say about the power of God over world politics, 

governments, and kingdoms? 

  

 

Applying the Scriptures 

  

1. When have you been a part of a team or communal building project?  What did 

you build?  What part did you play? 

2. How was the team “built up” at the same time? 

3. In your spiritual life, what is God building or rebuilding? 

4. How can you honor God with the first and the best of your life? 


