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Every Sunday!Every Sunday!Every Sunday!   

Worship on Wednesday  

5:30pm-6:00pm - Dinner 

6:00pm-6:40pm - Choir Practice 

6:00pm-7:30pm - Children’s Classes 

6:00pm-7:30pm-Youth Group 

6:30pm-7:30pm - Adult Opportunities 

6:45pm-7:30pm - Praise Team Practice 

7:30pm-8:15pm - Bell Practice 
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On September 9th, I submitted 
my resignation to the congregation.  
This was one of the hardest things 
I’ve had to do in ministry because we 
truly love being in Rapid City and love 
you.  As hard as this is, the good 
news is that I truly believe God’s 
hands are in this.  I am happy here 
serving you.  You continue to be gra-
cious, kind, and supportive.  But I 
have had a growing sense that the 
congregation needs and is ready for a 
new voice in leadership.  I also be-
lieve God has used the past eleven 
years we’ve been here to grow me in 
ways that prepare me for the next ad-
venture in life.   

 
I have accepted an Executive Minis-
ter’s position with the American Bap-
tist Church’s Central Region.  The 
Central Region is predominantly in 
Kansas, but also has churches in Ok-
lahoma and Arkansas.  There are 
about 200 churches total in this region 
that I’ll be serving.  For those of you 
who are unfamiliar with what an Exec-
utive Minister does, this role is one of 
service to the churches in the Region.  
I’ll be helping churches without pas-
tors find their next leader.  I’ll be re-
sourcing churches as they seek to 
minister to their congregants in an 
ever-changing environment.  I’ll be 
mentoring pastors, helping them 
through difficult times, and providing 
guidance to the Region as a whole.  
After 25 years of pastoral ministry, I 
feel I have a great reservoir of experi-
ences to draw from and I have you to 
thank for much of this experiential 
wealth.   

 
Because of the timing of this move, Di-
ane, Ainslee, and Eli will remain in Rapid 
City for the time being.  They have just 
begun a new school year, swim season, 
and football season and we didn’t want to 
disrupt that any more than we already 
are.  For now, I’ll be commuting and do-
ing part of my work from Rapid City as 
situations allow.  So, I’d ask that you sup-
port Diane, Ainslee, and Eli when you see 
them because this transition will be diffi-
cult for us all.  My definitive end date will 
be determined in consultation with the 
Church Council and we’ll share that infor-
mation with you all as soon as it’s availa-
ble.   
 
Together, all of you and us, we’ve been 
able to do some great Kingdom work 
these past eleven years.  Some of our 
failures and successes are measurable, 
some of them are not.  I will remember 
my time as your pastor with great fond-
ness and over the past few months, my 
life verse has once again provided guid-
ance for me.   
 
Deuteronomy 8:2 says, “Remember the 
long way that the Lord your God has led 
you these forty years in the wilderness, in 
order to humble you, testing you to know 
what was in your heart, whether or not 
you would keep his commandments.” 
 

Thank you for the privilege of serving 

among you!  

 

When life becomes hard, I will choose to praise God. God is hope.  

God is patient and faithful. I pray my life will mirror God. 

First Baptist Church 

October 2018 

Message from Gregg 
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And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor 

life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about  tomor-

row – not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky 

above or in the earth below – indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate 

us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.         Romans 8: 38-39  

  

 As you read this, there are countless grains of sand on countless beaches around the world that are 

slowly moving with the rhythms of the waves…with every wave, they are slowly and steadily changing the 

landscape of the beaches they are on. Forever changing… 

 As you read this, there are great storms on Mars that are forever altering the horizons of that planet. 

Every gust of wind, every grain of sand…Forever changing… 

  As you read this, there are billions of stars in billions of galaxies. There are billions of unique planets 

that revolve around these stars forming billions of unique solar systems. These planets, solar systems, and 

stars are all part of a continually changing universe. Forever changing… 

As you read this, God, the Unchanging, holds all in His perfect hands. 

  Technology is constantly changing, entertainment is constantly changing, relationships are constant-

ly changing. I am constantly changing. This world is constantly changing. “The grass withers and the flowers 

fade…” Nothing stays the same. Everything is always in the process of changing. Of becoming… 

  When Moses stood before the burning bush and asked God Who He was, God answered that He 

was “I AM”. What an amazing thing to say! When you or I describe ourselves, we have to say “I am some-

thing”— I am a man, I am a woman, I am a musician. We need a description to make our “I am” statement 

true. God does not. That is because God alone IS and everyone and everything else in the universe BE-

COMES. Every day we humans become and are becoming something different. From our birth to our death, 

we are continually changing from what we were a minute before. We are becoming older, wiser, more fool-

ish, stronger, weaker, better, or worse. But, for as much as we change, God never does. He never becomes 

anything other than what He is right now. What He now is, He always has been, and forever more will be! 

He just IS. And, He is I AM. 

The same love that set the captives free 
The same love that opened eyes to see 

Is calling us all by name 
You are calling us all by name 

The same God that spread the heavens wide 
The same God that was crucified 

Is calling us all by name 
You are calling us all by name 

 

 

 

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gifts!  2 Corinthians 9:15 

Vonnie Houchin 

Is this the fall you join us in choir?  

We meet on Wednesday evenings from 6:00-6:40 pm in the sanctuary to share a precious few minutes of    

rehearsal with amazing music and great company! If you have any questions, please be sure to contact me at  

fbcvonnie@gmail.com  visit with me in person. I look forward to the music we will present this year! 
 

 

OCTOBER USHERS 
October 7 

John Boersma 

Todd Carda 

Bernie & Peg Christner 

Diane Kirchhevel 

Brett Johnson 

For questions about worship, email questions4fbc@gmail.com 

PAGE 11 FALL  2018  

 

Website…………………..………....www.rcfbc.org 
Gregg…………………..........fbcgregg@gmail.com 
Nate…………………...nateiswelcome@gmail.com 
Vonnie……………….…..…fbcvonnie@gmail.com 
Heidi………………………….fbcheidi@gmail.com 
Angela…………..……. .. firstbaptistrc@gmail.com 

First Baptist 

Church accepts 

electronic  

donations. If  you 

would like to  

donate electronically, please  

go to the church 

 website (www.rcfbc.org) and  

follow the link! 

If you have an event, announce-

ment, or anything else that you 

would like included in the  

November newsletter,  

please send it to  

Angela, by 10am, on  

October13th!  

firstbaptistrc@gmail.com 

October 14 

Pat Parks 

Holly Buehler 

Mike & Jeannene Woods 

 Mike Brewer 

  

October 21 

 Jim Hearn 

Erik Olness 

Cyndy Strand 

October 28 

John & Margie Wrede 

 Jerry & Linda Ross 

Jeanette Nilson 

Tracy Koskan 

STAY CONNECTED  BY E-MAIL Stay on top of  

all the current events happening at First Baptist 

Church with just a click! To be added to our 

weekly MailChimp, fill in your email on the  

welcome sheet or contact the office. 

For daily inspiration and updates, make sure to 

like us on Facebook. 

mailto:questions4fbc@gmail.com


Annette Pryor 2  

Marella Miedema 3  

Samantha Tippman 6  

Mike Brewer 6  

Ruby Michelson 7  

Brett Birchfield 7 

Sharon Hinsz 9  

Anita Blewett 10  

Sawyer Houchin 10  

Kari Tucker 13  

JoAnn Risdon 14  

John Risdon    14 

Jeffrey Smith 14  

Carol Hatch 16  

Tamara Ulmer 16 

Alex Parsons 16 

Charlotte Stover 17  

Sharon Sauder 17  

Harold Watkins 19  

Linda Ross 20  

Ed Miedema 22  

Greg Vollmer 23  

Jeanette Nilson 24  

Rosemary Hughs 24 

Seth Lukens  26 

Marilyn Kallander 27  

Carol Miller  30 

Janice Outland 30 

John Kranz 30 

Tim Skinner 31  

 

 

October 1  

Alan & Paula Johannesen  

October 12  

Bill & Pat Shermer  

October 16  

Eric & Katie Peterson  

October 17  

Robert & Velda VanAntwerp  

Steve & Janet Kuske 

 

 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES  

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare  

and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Jeremiah 29:11 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
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October 18  

John & Barbee Kranz 

October 20  

Lloyd & Darlene Farber 

 October 23  

Rick &  Glory Nuno  

 

 

 

 

 

Gregg will be out of  the office in October for harvesting.  
Watch the bulletin and the mail chimp for dates. 

Forty-five new international students from vari-

ous countries have come to study and learn in 

Rapid City. Many Friday nights over 100  

students fill the dining room of the ISI House 

when our church alternates with others in the 

area to serve a meal for them before they join 

for fellowship in music and the Word.  

First Baptist Church will be serving on October 

12, 2018.  We appreciate your contributions of 

food and the monetary gifts which purchase the 

broasted chicken, fruit, salad items, bread, and 

beverages. A sign up sheet will be available for 

donating casseroles and desserts.   

   Please call Cyndy Strand, 343-4212, Peg Christ-

ner, 431-6552, or Jean Watkins, 348-4313, if you 

have any questions. 

SDSM&T has several new international students 

this fall who would like to meet friends from the 

community. Being a Friendship Partner involves 

spending time and perhaps a meal occasionally 

with them and helping them adapt to the Rapid 

City community. If you’re interested in being a 

Friendship Partner with International Students, 

Inc. please contact Kirsten Belcher at 

natenbobo@gmail.com 605-484-6859 or 

Heather Fannin at heatherisi@outlook.com. 

May he give you the desire of your heart and make all your plans succeed. Psalm 20:4  
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ISI DINNER 

Worship on Wednesday  

5:30pm-6:00pm - Dinner 

6:00pm-6:40pm - Adult Choir Practice 

6:00pm-7:30pm - Children’s Classes 

6:00pm-7:30pm - Youth Group 

6:30pm-7:30pm - Adult Opportunities 

6:45pm-7:30pm - Praise Team Practice 

7:30pm-8:15pm - Bell Practice 

mailto:natenbobo@gmail.com
mailto:heatherisi@outlook.com


I was listening to a sermon on 

Galatians 6:6 that says, “Do 

not be deceived. God cannot 

be mocked. A man reaps 

what he sows.” This made me 

think about my own life and 

evaluate the seeds I have 

been planting in my life. I 

thought about what kind of 

seeds am I planting into my 

children.  

The Bible says we are to raise 

our children in the way they 

should go. Am I teaching my 

kids to put God first or am I 

just letting them “be kids” 

and not correcting them in 

love so that they look like the 

world? 

What kind of seeds am I plant-

ing in my marriage? Proverbs 

12:4 says if I am planting God-

ly seeds I can be Chris’s crown 

or if I choose ungodly seeds I 

can be shameful to him like 

decay in the bones. Do I put 

God in the center of every-

thing or am I planting dis-

trust and taking matters 

into my own hands?  

What kind of words are 

coming out of my mouth? 

In Ephesians 4:29 we are 

told to not let ANY un-

wholesome talk come out 

of our mouth. Am I building 

others up, or am I negative 

and hurtful  to others with 

my speech?  

Am I quick to forgive, or am 

I planting seeds of bitter-

ness and anger? Oh, how I 

need Abba Father!  

I’m learning the best way 

to plant good seed is by 

just staying close to Jesus in 

prayer and His Word. Keep 

in mind we can’t change last 

year’s harvest and we may 

still be going through some 

tough reaping because of 

the not so good seed we 

may have planted. The good 

news is we don’t need to be 

discouraged. God is merciful 

and forgives!  

As you go out and plant this 

season, I encourage you to 

be mindful to what you are 

planting.  

All for His Glory, 

Angela  
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WHAT ARE YOU HARVESTING THIS SEASON? 

Hey you hat makers - men, women, knitters and crocheters:   
Just a reminder that now is the time to kick your hatmaking 
into high gear.  I know many of us work on the hats through-
out the year, just not in high gear.  Then, about now, we 
spring into action. Remember, if you need or want some 
yarn, just let me know. Also, if you are needing a pattern, just 
holler. Thanks in advance. 
Renie Smith 
rsmith@rushmore.com 
343-7130 

 

 

1Corinthians 12:27 “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it”  
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HOLIDAY HATS 

OCTOBER CIRCLE MEETINGS 

    Mary Martha Circle  

Tuesday, October 9, at 6:00 p.m. 

Hostess: Jan Myer 

Ann Judson Circle  

Wednesday, October 10, at 1:30 p.m. 

      Hostess: Shirley Miller 

Roll Call: Halloween Happening 

mailto:rsmith@rushmore.com


October’s Mission Meal 
This month’s Mission meal will be on Monday, October 15.  

The following folks are signed up to serve: 

Chairs: 
Barb Christopher  

 Peggy & Bernie Christner  

 

 LaReign Munsch, Dennis & Linda Johnson,  
JoAnn Risdon 

 

For any questions, please contact one of the Mission  

Ministry members.  

FALL FESTIVAL 
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FUN  FACTS FOR OCTOBER 

October comes from the Latin word octo which means eight. In ancient Rome, October was the eighth 

month of the year. When the Gregorian calendar was adopted, it became the tenth month of the year but it 

has retained it's original name.  

October folklore tell us that when deer are in a gray coat in the month of October, ex-

pect a hard winter. It also says that if we have much rain in October, we will have much 

wind in December and if we have a warn October, we can expect a cold February.  

On the last week of October, it is the only time of the entire year when all four major 

American sports have games at the same time: the MLB, NHL, NFL and NBA.  

FBC Fall Festival will be Wednesday, October 31. Dinner begins at 

5:30pm. Please bring a pot of chili or your favorite fall dessert to share. 

There will be games and treats for the kiddos and fellowship for the 

adults. Costumes are welcome and encouraged. For more information you can contact  

Crista at  391-4277. 

Needed: If anyone is interested in donating candy for the festival, please bring it to the 

office. If you are interested in bringing chili or desert, please contact Crista or Andrea. 

This last month we walked 
through the sermon series "I 
Got Saved". As I look back in my 
life and start to think about all 
of the things I was saved from, I 
think one of the biggest is how 
God has saved me from myself, 
over and over again. I don't 
mean that I wished any sort of 
harm upon myself or tried to 
do something that was not  
necessarily good for me but 
more so how I did things I 
thought I really wanted in life 
or situations I think would have 
been set up for me. They didn’t 
work out the way I thought 
they should. God was telling 
that was not his  plan and not 
where he wanted me. I think of 
people that I have tried to let 
into my life before, and it 
turned out, for whatever rea-
son, that things just didn't work 
out. I was frustrated and it 
turns out that God was actually 
saving me from an awful situa-
tion. O realized that  as I 
watched that person hurt 
someone else or be disloyal as 
a friend.  

God was looking out for me. Or 
with different opportunities at 
churches or jobs that I think 
were set up perfectly for me 
not work out. Again I left very 
upset and angry, but now I'm 

able to look back and see it 
would not have worked for 
me. Thank you God for saving 
me from what I thought I 
needed. You saved me from 
myself. As we read in The  

Bible God continually looks 
out for his people and contin-
ually has their best interests 
in mind. So, when thinking 
about how God has saved us, 
I think about the verses in 
Psalms 84:  

For a day in your courts is 
better than a thousand else-
where. I would rather be a 
doorkeeper in the house of 
my God than dwell in the 
tents of wickedness. For the 
Lord God is a sun and shield; 
the Lord bestows favor and 
honor. No good thing does he 
withhold from those who 
walk uprightly. O Lord of 
hosts, blessed is the one who 
trusts in you! 
-Psalms 84:10-12 - ESV 

 As we see here in Psalms, 
being with God where He is 
has no better outcome than 
anything else or anywhere 
else we could be in our lives 
at any moment. We also read 
towards the end of this, God 
does not withhold any good 
thing from those who seek 

after him. But it doesn't say 
the good things we think 
we need, it says the good 
things God knows we need. 
You see, God knows the 
good things for us, where 
we just think we know what 
is good for us! God will 
 always bless us with what 
we need and put us in the 
best situation to grow clos-
er to Him and to know 
more about Him at every  

moment. Do you trust that? 
Do I trust that? My prayer is 
as life becomes challenging 
for you and I both, we will 
remember suring those sit-
uations when nothing is go-
ing our way that God has a 
plan! God has us exactly 
where He wants us and 
everything will work out for 
His good… not what we will 
think is good for us but 
what God says is better and 
ultimately that IS better! 

 

Blessings from the world of 
next generation ministries, 

Nate Sales 
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WORDS FROM NATE 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

1 

Tech Meeting 

6:30pm 

2 

 

3 

WOW 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

 

Stewardship 

Meeting 

6pm 

 

9 

 

Bible 

Study10am 

 

Mary Martha 

6pm 

 

 

Ann Judson 

1:30pm 

 

WOW  

11 

 

FBC  

Prayer Group 

8:30am 

12 13 

 

14 

 

 

 

 

Deacons 

Meeting 

4:00pm 

Cornerstone 

Mission Meal 

6pm 

16 

 

Bible 

Study10am 

17 

 

WOW 

18 

 

FBC  

Prayer Group 

8:30am 

19 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Church 

Council  

6pm 

 

 Bible 

Study10am 

 

 

 

 

WOW 

 

25 

 

FBC  

Prayer Group 

8:30am 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Bible 

Study10am 

31 

 

Fall Festival 

 

 

 

*Physical 

Maintenance 

  

10

21 

20 

23 22 24 

15 

29 28

27 

30 

 

FBC  

Prayer Group 

8:30am 
 

Bible Study 

10am 

*PM-6:30pm 

CE-4:00pm 

Be a hope others see! 

 

 

Wicksville Church Speaker Schedule: 

Services begin at 10:30am. 

OCT. 07, 2018  CHUCK KNAUER 

OCT. 14, 2018  TERRY PULSE 

OCT. 21, 2018  REV. BILL SHERMER 

OCT. 28, 2018  RICHARD STECHER 

 

Communion will be held every  

fourth Sunday. 
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WORLD MISSION OFFERING 

World Mission Offering 2018 
will be collected in the month 
of October.  

Our theme for the World 
Mission Offering this year  
illustrates the many ways 
that International Ministries 

 

 

2019 Budget timeline from Stewardship 

October 8 - Stewardship considers proposed budget 

October 22 - Council considers proposed budget 

November 4 - Proposed budget to the congregation 

November 18 - Vote on proposed 2019 budget 

provides holistic discipleship 
through the work of our 
global servants and partners 
world wide.  We are high-
lighting our ministries in the 
areas of Conflict Transfor-
mation, Abolishing Slavery, 
Health and Wellness, Evan-
gelism, and Discipleship.  A 
woman in Thailand is shown 
that Christ loves her even 
though she has been 
abused or sold, a group of 
Egyptians has come togeth-
er to find ways to resolve 

conflict, an African family 
has been taught how to 
raise goats for profit.  In 
this world of trouble and 
disaster God is working 
through the faith and  
endurance of our global 
servants.  Your gifts of pray-
er and money are needed 
and much appreciated! 

  


