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Worship on Wednesday  
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6:00pm-7:30pm - Children’s Classes 
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6:30pm-7:30pm - Adult Opportunities 

6:45pm-7:30pm - Praise Team Practice 

7:30pm-8:15pm - Bell Practice 
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In the last couple of days, you’ve 
likely heard more talk about Martin Luther 
and the Wittenberg church doors than any 
previous time you can remember.  Right 
about the time you receive this newsletter, 
the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s 
nailing of his 95 statements will take 
place.  Luther was speaking out against in-
dulgences - buying forgiveness - and his 
voice advocating a reform started a revolu-
tion in the Church.   
     In his day, if you wanted to get word out 
to the community, you nailed something on 
the church doors.  Everyone knew that’s 
where you went to get information.  That’s 
where new ideas, announcements, and ad-
vertisements were spread.  To some extent 
we still tape things on doors, but now we use 
other means as well.  Our equivalent of nail-
ing something on the church door is to post 
something on the internet - a web page, a 
Facebook page, or a video on YouTube.  The 
purpose is very much the same - share ideas, 
post announcements, and advertise what’s 
going on.   
     Last month, we began putting videos of 
our worship service on the church’s YouTube 
channel.  We’re still trying to perfect the 
process but it’s a way to share what’s hap-

pening with a wider audience.  If you’re search-
ing for our YouTube channel, just type in “First 
Baptist Church-Rapid City” on the YouTube 
website and our page should pop up.  We’ll also 
be posting a link to our services on the church’s 
Facebook page, “First Baptist Church of Rapid 
City.”  In such a mobile and busy society, adding 
more options to connect with people is a 
must.  This is just one more tool we can 
use.  It’s also a great option for our shut-ins, 
vacationers, and those who now live elsewhere 
but want to stay connected.   
      I believe that God is using technological ad-
vancements to connect people to the 
Church.  That’s always been the case.  When 
communication changed from oral to written, 
that was a technological advancement.  When 
the printing press was developed, that was a 
technological advancement.  When transporta-
tion developed to make it easier to get from 
one place to another, it was a technological 
advancement.  Today, mobile technology, the 
internet, and video developments are another 
technological advancement used to share the 
timeless truth of the Gospel.  So check out our 
YouTube channel and Facebook page. 
     Thank you for the privilege of serving among 
you! 

  

 

Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. Proverbs 3:5 

First Baptist Church 

November 2017 

Message from Gregg 



 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

A NOTE FROM VONNIE: 

PAGE 2 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing 

psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in you hearts to God” (Col. 3:16) 

Our singing should be one form of our ministry of God’s word to each other. We all need to be built up in our faith. That happens 

through sermons, Bible studies, conversations and also as we sing. Our songs should be one of the ways by which we are taught the 

truths of the Bible. Below are some thoughts about singing specifically at First Baptist Church: 

When someone is in front singing I’m not sure if/when I’m supposed to sing.     

Is it a solo? Even if the words are on the screen? 

The short answer is, SING!! We may only have one voice lead the song or several, but we want to  invite all people in the congrega-

tion to sing. When we sing, we are not simply a collection of individuals praising our God; we are a community addressing one anoth-

er. If you feel the words bubbling up-SING!  

The rehearsal of great truths about God simultaneously brings praise to Him and encouragement to us, whether is it a song that is 

new to us or an old favorite. Instead of thinking about new or old, we would be wise to consider how most songs have two audienc-

es: heavenly and earthly. We should keep both the vertical and horizontal dimensions in mind as we choose songs and as we sing 

them. The more studying I do about music, the more I am convinced that we need many songs in our vocabulary. Much of our new 

music is rich and theologically sound, offering a fresh way to express our praise. Our “standard” music provides comfort and peace 

as we draw upon the God we have experienced in the past to hold us in the future.  

 

Why do you play different versions instead of just use what is in the hymnal? 

Many of the hymns in our hymnal are written in keys that are hard for people to sing. I am trying to find arrangements that stay true 

to the melody, but are actually in keys that are more accessible to our vocal ranges.  

 

How do you choose the music we sing in services? 

My belief is that all aspects of our church services should be seriously and reverently planned. Pastor Gregg shares the scripture text 

as a basis for the theme. I choose each song using the scriptural  reference and sift it through four questions:  

 Is it true? What do the words teach? Are they faithful to Scripture?  

 Is it God-focused? Our songs need to be focused on God, not simply so that we can praise him, but also so that we 

can be encouraged in our walk.  

 Is it clear? Clarity does not demand dull expression. But the imagery should be such that it conveys the truth of which 

it speaks, rather than leaving us scratching our heads.  

 It is unselfish? Unselfish in the sense that we should be thinking about what will most   edify God, rather than what we 

ourselves most want to sing.  

 

We have a rich heritage of music going back far beyond my 20+ years as a member here. It seems that throughout the generations, 

we have been blessed with many passionate, talented members who have been devoted to sharing God’s word through music. Our 

present is no different!  We continue to see an abundance of musical talent in our midst—may God be praised!!  

 

 

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gifts!  2 Corinthians 9:15 

Vonnie Houchin 

 

 

 

If th
ere is a song that speaks 

to you and you would like to 

see it in
cluded in a service, 

please let me know! 
 

 

NOVEMBER USHERS 
November 5 

John Boersma 

Todd Carda 

Bernie & Peg Christner 

Diane Kirchhevel 

 

For questions about worship, email questions4fbc@gmail.com 
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Website…………………..………....www.rcfbc.org 
Gregg…………………..........fbcgregg@gmail.com 
Nate…………………...nateiswelcome@gmail.com 
Vonnie……………….…..…fbcvonnie@gmail.com 
Heidi………………………….fbcheidi@gmail.com 
Angela…………..……. .. firstbaptistrc@gmail.com 

First Baptist 

Church accepts 

electronic  

donations. If  you 

would like to  

donate electronically, please  

go to the church 

 website (www.rcfbc.org) and  

follow the link! 

If you have an event, announce-

ment, or anything else that you 

would like included in the  

December newsletter,  

please send it to  

Angela by 10am on  

November 15th!  

firstbaptistrc@gmail.com 

November 12 

Gary & Carol Misterek  

JB Marks  

Ruperto Reyes 

Mike & Jeannene Woods 

 Nancy Brewer 

November 19 

 Lee Blanchard 

Erik Olness 

Cyndy Strand 

November 26 

John & Margie Wrede 

 Jerry & Linda Ross 

Jeanette Nilson 

Mike Brewer 

Tracy Koskan 

STAY CONNECTED  BY E-MAIL Stay on top of  

all the current events happening at First Baptist 

Church with just a click! To be added to our 

weekly MailChimp, fill in your email on the  

welcome sheet or contact the office. 

For daily inspiration and updates, make sure to 

like us on Facebook. 

mailto:questions4fbc@gmail.com


Chase Toms 2  

Dee Dee Carda 5  

Duane Miller 6  

Shirley Miller 7  

Michael Munsch 7  

Todd Wiebers 9  

Teresa Barnhill 9  

Linda Briggs 9 

Michelle Sosa 10  

Holly Fallat 11  

Donna Skinner 11  

Michael Meyer 12 

Pat Parks 13 

Deloris Millar 14  

Ruperto Reyes 15  

Samuel Munsch 18  

Cora Boerman 20  

Tori Peterson 22  

Russ Kurth 22 

Leroy Brassfield 24  

Candi Fender 24  

Mary Wiebers 24  

Eli Hemmen 24  

 

 

November 1  

Warren & Janice Fisk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES  

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare  

and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Jeremiah 29:11 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
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Leroy Brassfield 24 

Dorothy Whisler 26  

 

 

“Somber.” That was the one-

word description my son gave 

to describe the mood at his 

home and among my daughter-

in-law’s family following a 

shooting that took the life of a 

nephew. This occurring two 

days after a man decided to fire 

upon a concert crowd in Las 

Vegas. Somber. A feeling of 

gloominess and melancholy 

that overshadows daily thought 

and activities. Somber grief. A 

time of pondering all the ques-

tions of “why.” There has been 

so much loss lately, whether it 

be hurricanes in nature that 

continue to pound our 

shores, or gun violence that 

stems from human nature. 

Somber prayer. A lifting up 

to God our groanings and 

desire for comfort amidst the 

incomprehensible. It is easy 

to feel helpless and then to 

allow anger to fill the dark 

void that is acutely felt. 

However, Jesus gave us a 

life map of how to respond 

in times like these: “I’m tell-

ing you to love your enemies. 

Let them bring out the best 

in you, not the worst. When 

someone gives you a hard 

May he give you the desire of your heart and make all your plans succeed. Psalm 20:4  
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MUSINGS FROM OUR MODORATOR 

time, respond with the ener-

gies of prayer, for then you 

are working out of your true 

selves, your God-created 

selves.” Matthew 5:44-45 

(The Message). 

It takes guts to rise out of 

the gloomy storm armed on-

ly with hands folded in 

prayer. It takes courage to 

“live out your God-created 

identity.” But it will be 

worth it. 

 

Sally 

Join us November 19 for our church 

family turkey dinner!  Dinner will be 

served in Fellowship Hall. 

If you are interested in donating  

a turkey please contact  

Andrea at 798-5232 by 

November 12. 



I believe as Christ-followers living in 
the United States, we have so very 
much to be grateful for, more things 
than we can even fathom. We have 
so much that sometimes we can't 
see the great value of all God has 
given us. We have the gospel and the 
privilege of sharing it with the rest 
of the world. In Psalm 100 we are 
given counsel on how and why we are 
to thank God.  

“Shout for joy to the Lord, all the 
earth. Worship the Lord with glad-
ness; come before him with joyful 
songs. Know that the Lord is God. It 
is he who made us, and we are his; 
we are his people, the sheep of his 
pasture. Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving and his courts with 
praise; give thanks to him and praise 
his name; For the Lord is good and 
his love endures forever; his faith-
fulness continues through all gener-
ations.” Psalm 100:2 

Why are we to be thankful? Easy, 

because God is Good! He has mercy 
on us and His truth is without end.  
There is no one else who these 

things can be said about. 
 
I would like to give you 
three suggestions on how to 
maintain a heart of thanks-
giving in your life. 
 
First, take note. Become 
aware. Open your eyes to 
the world around you. It will 
shock you, but it will also cause you 
to be grateful.  
 
Second, take inventory. Keep a 
notebook and take inventory of all 
your blessings and stop focusing on 
the things that could go wrong. 
 
Last, take action. Turn your attitude 
of gratitude into an action of appre-
ciation. Do something good for some-
one else.  
 
 
 
Thankful for you all, 
 
Angela 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to be involved with 

others and be praying for our 
church family and nation, please 
feel free to join the Mighty War-
riors here at the church on 
Thursday mornings at 8:15. 
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GROWING IN GRATITUDE 

 

 

Our children's annual Christmas bazaar will be December 6th.   

    Our church has been very generous in donating items for this event. 

Once again we ask for your help.   

    We are in need of items you have at home.  The children can shop at no 

charge for their family.  It is a time when children learn the importance of 

giving.   

    We need items such as toys, knick-knacks, gifts for men, kitchen items 

and anything that would appeal to our little shoppers as a gift for a family 

member. 

    We also need scotch tape, gift bags, gift boxes, wrapping paper and 

name tags. We also need many helping hands that night to wrap gifts, so 

please consider helping us out that night. 

All donations can be left in the craft room downstairs.  We would like any items dropped off no later than 

DECEMBER 1st, but no sooner than that date since we are short on space. 

 

 

 

“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of  

you is a part of it” 1Corinthians 12:27  
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NOVEMBER CIRCLE MEETINGS 

    Mary Martha Circle  

Tuesday, November 14, at 6:00 p.m. 

Hostess: Donna Skinner 

Ann Judson Circle  

Wednesday, November 8, at 1:30 p.m. 

      Hostess: Carol Carpenter  

Roll Call: Favorite Dessert 

Worship on Wednesday  

5:30pm - 6:00pm - Dinner 

6:00pm-6:40pm - Adult Choir Practice 

6:00pm-7:30pm - Children’s Classes 

6:00pm-7:30pm - Youth Group 

6:30pm-7:30pm - Adult Opportunities 

6:45pm-7:30pm - Praise Team Practice 

7:30pm-8:15pm - Bell Practice 

November 5, 2017 

November 12 



November’s Mission Meal 
This month’s Mission meal will be on Monday, November 20.  

The following folks are signed up to serve: 

Chairs: 

Gary and Deanna Vollmer 

 
 Allen & Carol Hatch,  Barb Millar, Pat Parks, Marcella Miedema     

 

For any questions, please contact one of the Mission  

Ministry members.  

HOLIDAY HATS 
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COLLEGE MINISTRY 

We are excited to announce that we have a College Group at First Baptist Church. This came after 
we have had many students attending our church and asking about how they can get a study start-
ed. We began a few weeks ago and have had anywhere for six to twelve people attending. We be-
gan a study in Acts looking the foundations and beginnings of the Christian church.  
 
We need your help in the endeavor! As you may know, young adults like food! We are looking for 
people to supply food for these kids every Monday night. Some people have committed providing 
a meal a month.  
 
If you would like to support this ministry, please contact 
Nate Sales at (605) 391-8299. 

Hey you hat makers- men, women, knitters and crocheters:   
Just a reminder that now is the time to kick your hat-making into high 
gear.  I know many of us work on the hats throughout the year, just not 
in high gear.  Then, about now, we spring into action. Remember, if you 
need or want some yarn, just let me know. Also, if you are needing a 
pattern, just holler. Thanks in advance. 
Renie Smith 
rsmith@rushmore.com 
343-7130 

     It seems as though every year 
about this time I use this platform 
to give thanks. It seems as 
though I am in that mindset again! 
It has been an amazing year once 
again. This church rallied around 
our youth in a way that I have not 
seen many churches do. We de-
cided to take a mission trip to 
Costa Rica around this time last 
year. We asked the kids to raise 
$1,800 each to cover everything 
needed for this trip. This is quite a 
large amount to get together in 8 
months. I was confident that God 
would raise the funds as He al-
ways does. But what it really took 
was a church that came together 
behind this group to get them 
what they needed. The church 
came to me and asked what was 
needed periodically. People gave 
large group donations. Ministries 
set up events to help raise mon-
ey. It was amazing to see how 
this congregation came together 
to get what these kids needed! 
 
     This year has also seen an in-
flux of volunteers. We have had 
more people step up in all areas. 
We had more people ask where 
they can serve-elementary, 

nursery, youth. I have teachers 
for Sunday morning and 
Wednesday night. We have 
many nursery volunteers, as 
well as, a consistent couple of 
people to take over the nursery 
on Wednesday nights. With the 
help of youth volunteers and 
Sally Weyer we were able to 
split the middle school and high 
school. I know this does not 
sound like much to many peo-
ple, but this is huge. We can 
now take on topics at an age 
appropriate level. Kids can feel 
free to invite their friends and 
know that they will be with com-
mon age peers. The people of 
this church and their volunteer-
ism and support is a direct ef-
fect of this.   
 
     I’m writing all of this to say 
thank you to all of you as a 
church body. This church has 
been an amazing reflection of 
Christ in so many ways. This is 
only a few small things that this 
body has done. What we are 
doing is what a church is called 
to do in Ephesians as we read: 
 
11 So Christ himself gave the 
apostles, the prophets, the evange-
lists, the pastors and teachers, 
12 to equip his people for works of 
service, so that the body of Christ 
may be built up 13 until we all 
reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and 
become mature, attaining to the 
whole measure of the fullness of 
Christ 
-Ephesians 4:11-13 

This is what our congregation 
is doing! We are doing our 
best to conform to the model 
we have in Jesus Christ. I 
wish I had a deeper way of 
showing how grateful I am, 
you will never quite know 
what I feel. I have been 
blessed to be here and the 
love my family and I have 
been shown is amazing. 
Thank you all so much and I 
look forward to continuing 
working with all of you in the 
future! 
 
 
With many blessings, 
 
The Sales family and the 
voice of the next generation 
ministries 
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WORDS FROM NATE 

mailto:rsmith@rushmore.com


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH PAGE 6 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

WOW 

 

ABW Day of 

Prayer 

2 

 

3

  

4 

 

5 

 

  

 

6 

 

Christian Ed 

Meeting 

4:00pm 

7 

No Morning 

Bible 

Study10am 

Physical 

Maintenance 

6:30pm 

 

 

Ann Judson 

1:30pm 

 

WOW 

9 10 

 

 

11 

 

Veteran's 

Day 

12 

Annual 

Church 

Meeting 

 

 

Stewardship 

Meeting 

6pm 

Tech Meeting 

6:00pm 

14 

 

Morning 

Bible 

Study10am 

 

Mary Martha 

6:00pm 

15 

 

 

WOW  

 

16 

 

Woman 

Connecting 

5:30pm 

17 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Turkey 

Dinner at the 

church 

 

Deacon’s 

Meeting 

4:00pm 

Cornerstone 

Mission Meal 

6pm 

 

 

Morning 

Bible 

Study10am 

 

 

 

NO 

WOW 

23 

 

 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

     

 

Church  

Council  

6pm 

 

Morning 

Bible 

Study10am 

29 

 

WOW 

30 

Woman 

Connecting 

5:30pm 

  

8 

19 

18 

21 20 22 

13 

27 26 

25 

 

Woman  

Connecting 

5:30pm 

28 

Be a hope others see! 

 

 

 

Wicksville Church Speaker Schedule: 

Services begin at 10:30am. 

 

NOV. 12, 2017  DENNIS JOHNSON 

NOV. 19, 2017  TERRY PULSE 

NOV. 26, 2017   

 

 

Communion will be held every  

fourth Sunday. 
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30 + YEARS OF HOME MISSIONS 

Have you ever wondered how we be-
came involved in serving a meal at 
the Cornerstone Mission once a 
month??? 

As one who has been blessed by this 
opportunity, I would like to share 
some thoughts with you.    

In 1980, Cheryl and Dave Adams (a 
recovering alcoholic)  were led to 
open their home to shelter some 
homeless folks in RC.  They later had 
a Quonset in North Rapid for over-
night safety.  Faith Temple  served 
noon dinners once a week, and the 
Lord led someone to invite me to 
share with them. 

In 1984 the City Office building on 1
st
 

and Main was vacated and the Food 
Bank took over half of the build-
ing. God’s plan included a group of 
local men with a vision to form a 
Board of Directors, and the Corner-
stone mission was born. 

They obtained use of the remainder of 
that building, and classification as an 

Independent Charitable Organization.  

 The Bible’s message of salvation, 
spiritual guidance and counseling can 
be shared with all people they serve. 

To help the mission with meals, we 
contacted churches in RC and some 
other organizations to set up  a 
schedule, once a month each to pre-
pare and serve suppers.  With bless-
ing from the diaconate board, we 
chose the 3

rd
 Monday as our night as 

it was the most “open” night on the 
church calendar.  We have continued 
for 32 years without a miss. 

God has blessed us as well as the 
mission. As need increased, they 
opened a separate Women’s and 
Children’s home, making room to add 
a Veteran’s wing. Next came an 
apartment building as a transition 
place for families who were back to 
work.  Needing child care, they 
bought a house and set up a day 
care. All of these units have supervi-
sors but the residents do all of 
the  daily work. Those who have  any 

outside employment share finan-
cially. Other income comes from 
the Cornerstone Thrift Store (they 
always take donations) and support 
from churches and individuals. 

The Mission ministry will soon be 
preparing a calendar for 
2018. Please consider sharing  one 
evening a year—or twice—helping 
the co-chair who does the planning. 
Where else can you serve 150 peo-
ple and walk out and let the guests 
do the dishes???? 

 

With love and prayers, 

Jean Watkins 


