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When life becomes hard, I will choose to praise God. God is hope.
God is patient and faithful. I pray my life will mirror God

Message from Nate
Many times we read the first part of this
and discuss the fact we are not fighting
with each other but instead it is a spiritual
battle we fight. Which is true. We are not
to fight with people but the enemy that
influences them. But this is also true of self.
You see, in order to change the “flesh” or
actions we do, it starts with our thinking.
Strongholds in our thoughts keeps us from
believing a truth. We have a lie about
something the enemy has given us and believe it as truth. This verse continues on
The problem with this is we only fo- teaching us that if we take captive our
thoughts and make them “obey Christ”, or
cus on the action and not the driving
factor. See the human body can do noth- in other words replace a lie with His truth
ing without a driving thought. When you then we can change. We don’t need to
are hungry your brain tells your body to fight the action but the thought behind it!
go to the fridge. Sometimes this even
Of course this goes much deeper and is
happens subconsciously and we end up
much
larger than just New Year’s resolustanding in the fridge wondering how we
tions,
but the concept remains the same
got there! Even this begins with a
even
in
this context. One example may be
thought. If we are only focused on the
to
take
better
care of yourself. Realize how
actions and not the thoughts we usually
loved
you
are
and
how, to God, you are a
are unable to change. God the Creator
treasure, holy nation, royal priesthood.
made the blueprint for mankind and
shares it through His Word in 2 Corin- Believe He feels that way about you and
begin to take care of yourself the way He
thians:
takes care of you. Start with your thinking
“For though we walk in the flesh, we are not when it is time to change and believe the
things God tells you!
waging war according to the flesh. For the
weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh
Blessings,
but have divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty Nate Sales
opinion raised against the knowledge of
God, and take every thought captive to obey
Christ, being ready to punish every disobedience, when your obedience is complete.” - 2
Corinthians 10:3-6 ESV
So, it’s time again for New Year’s resolutions. Most people these days seem
to think these are not really “a thing “
anymore, but I disagree. I do think it is
true we no longer discuss these things
with others. We make little mental
notes of things we would like to change.
Lose five or ten pounds, take better care
of ourselves, eat better, save money, and
things like this are kept on the back
burner of our consciousness.

Office Hours
Mon-Thurs 8:30-4:00
Fri-Sun Closed
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Worship on Wednesday
5:30pm - 6:00pm - Dinner
6:00pm - 6:40pm - Adult Choir Practice
6:00pm -7:30pm - Children’s Classes
6:00pm - 7:30pm - Youth Group
6:30pm - 7:30pm - Adult Opportunities
6:45pm - 7:30pm - Praise Team Practice
7:30pm - 8:15pm - Bell Practice

Every Sunday!
9:00am - Worship
10:15am - Feasting on the Word
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A NOTE FROM VONNIE:
See, I have given Jericho into your hand, with its king and mighty men of valor. You shall
march around the city, all the men of war going around the city once....On the seventh day you
shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets...When you
hear the sound of the trumpet, then all the people shall shout with a great shout, and the wall of the city
will fall down flat. (Joshua 6:2–5)
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JANUARY USHERS
January 6

January 13

January 20

January 27

John Boersma

Pat Parks

Jim Hearn

John & Margie Wrede

Todd Carda

Holly Buehler

Erik Olness

Jerry & Linda Ross

“But the people of Israel broke faith...” (Joshua 7:1).

Bernie Christner

Mike & Jeannene Woods

Cyndy Strand

Jeanette Nilson

Those are the first words of the first chapter after the fall of Jericho.

Diane Kirchhevel

Roger Pryor

Tracy Koskan

God had just knocked down the city walls to give them the victory. And before the dust settled, they had given up on
him. They had lost faith. They had watched a fortress fall, an army quiver, and a kingdom crumble. God gave them the
triumph, literally almost without a fight. They barely had to lift a finger; they simply raised their voices.
And then they rejected God’s voice. Having watched him conquer their fears, they did the one thing he told them not to
do. God’s messenger said, “Keep yourselves from the things devoted to destruction” (Joshua 6:18). Do not horde or
indulge in the idols of Jericho, but destroy them so that they do not steal your heart away from God.

Brett Johnson

For questions about worship, email questions4fbc@gmail.com

“But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things.”
If you’ve walked with Jesus for long, you’ve likely felt what some of them were feeling: a hope in God’s promises mixed
with rising impatience about his timing; an awareness of God’s bigness and wisdom, but a lingering suspicion that you
know better than him; a genuine faith that he would come through in the end, but with persistent questions about how
he would do it.
On the seventh day, just as he said he would, God turned their waiting into prevailing. They marched around the same
walls seven times that day. And just as they were told, “the people shouted, and the trumpets were blown...and the wall
fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city...and they captured the city” (Joshua 6:20).
It happened exactly like God said it would, and yet it must have surprised many of them. This generation had not seen
the plagues in Egypt, or watched Moses split the Red Sea, or witnessed God wipe out Pharaoh’s army. They had
walked across the Jordan on dry ground, and they had won battles of their own, but not like this. They had not watched
fortified walls fall at the sound of their voice. God tore down the defenses, overwhelmed their enemies, and gave them
the city.
What walls do you want to see come down? It might be a difficult or broken relationship with a family member or friend.
It might be your battle against a sin. It might be massive barriers in your work.
You have walked and waited and prayed, and yet the walls before you stand tall and strong above you, tempting you to
feel small and forgotten.
Your battle has been won. Your God will never leave you. One day, he will give you everything — and everything will
pale compared to having him. And every wall you ever faced will seem small.

Your promise still stands

I’m still in your hands

Great is your faithfulness

This is my confidence

You’ve never failed me yet.

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gifts! 2 Corinthians 9:15
Vonnie Houchin

First Baptist
Church accepts
electronic
donations. If you
would like to
donate electronically, please
go to the church
website (www.rcfbc.org) and
follow the link!

If you have an event, announcement, or anything else that you
would like included in the
February newsletter,
please send it to
Angela, by 10am, on
January 7th!
firstbaptistrc@gmail.com

STAY CONNECTED BY E-MAIL Stay on top of
all the current events happening at First Baptist
Church with just a click! To be added to our
weekly MailChimp, fill in your email on the
welcome sheet or contact the office.
For daily inspiration and updates, make sure to
like us on Facebook.

Website…………………..………....www.rcfbc.org
Nate…………………...nateiswelcome@gmail.com
Vonnie……………….…..…fbcvonnie@gmail.com
Heidi………………………….fbcheidi@gmail.com
Angela…………..……. .. firstbaptistrc@gmail.com
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Seth Lukens

2

Jim Hearn

17

Bill Shermer

2

Carolyn Lenhart

23

Melanie Fast

5

Sam Johnson

24

Robert VanAntwerp 6

Betty Casey

25

Grant Peterson

7

Mark Crosswhite

26

Gaven Williams

7

Karen Corlan

27

Joseph Hoover

7

Roger Briggs

29

Janet Kuske

8

Angela Bilbrey

30

Don Wiebers

12

Diane Hemmen

16
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Jeremiah 29:11

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

Wednesday

Thursday

2

3

9

10

Friday

Saturday

4

5

11

12

Physical
Maintenance
6:30pm

6

7

8

Tech Meeting
6:30pm

14

13
Bunco
2pm

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

Bible
Study
10am
Christian Ed
4:00pm
Mary Martha
6:00pm

15

Stewardship
Meeting
6pm

WOW

16

Bible
Study10am

FBC Prayer
Group
8:30am

17
WOW

18

19

FBC Prayer
Group
8:30am
Angela to Hawaii

January 9th
Roger & Linda Briggs

20

January 13th
John and JoAnn Risdon

Angela to Hawaii

22

24

23
WOW

Bible
Study10am

FBC Prayer
Group
8:30am

Mission Meal
6pm

January 23rd
Dennis & Linda Johnson
27

January 29th
John & Beth Boersma

21
Office Closed
Deacons
4:00pm

28

29
Church
Council
6pm

Bible
Study10am

30

31
WOW

FBC Prayer
Group
8:30am

25

26
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RMMO

On April 6th, we are hosting the Priscilla Shirer Simulcast. This will be open to the community.
There will be music, fellowship, lunch, drawings for gift baskets, and a wonderful study time with
Priscilla Shirer with thousands of other women around the world.

Gary Oldert will be leading the adult Wednesday
night study starting January 9. The book will be an
in-depth study of the book of James. If you are
interested, please contact Gary Oldert or the office.
Study books will be provided.

To do this event successfully, I will need several volunteers: I will need greeters, people to man the
lifeway table, registration, lunch servers, people to hand out gift bags, and the list goes on. If you
feel led to help with this event please contact Angela.
Look forward to serving with you, Angela Bilbrey

Wicksville Church Speaker Schedule:
Services begin at 10:30am.

If you would like to be involved
with others and be praying for
our church family and nation,
please feel free to join the FBC
Prayer Group at the church on
Thursday mornings at 8:30am.

Thanks from the Wednesday night leaders for donating items, helping
with set up and tear down, wrapping gifts, and supervising children the
night of the children's shopping bazaar. Thanks to the older youth for
helping our little shoppers and for wrapping gifts. That night was a
group effort. We’re sure those gifts brought many smiles Christmas
morning. Merry Christmas from all of us!

January’s Mission Meal
This month’s Mission meal will be on Monday, January 21.
The following folks are signed up to serve:

JAN. 6, 2019

REV. BILL SHERMER

JAN. 13, 2019

TERRY PULSE

JAN. 24, 2019

DENNIS JOHNSON

JAN. 27, 2019

BOB HAYFORD

Communion will be held every
fourth Sunday.

Chairs:

Don and Cheryl Wiebers
Beau & Crista Boerman, Todd & DeeDee Carda,
Mike and Cindy Cole, Greg & Connie Feekes,
Fred and Denise Nystrom

For any questions, please contact one of the Mission
Ministry members.

