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When life becomes hard, I will choose to praise God. God is hope.
God is patient and faithful. I pray my life will mirror God.

Trust in the Lord!

Message from Gregg
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When you look at the picture,
what’s one word that comes to
mind? If you thought of the word,
random, you’re not far from where
my thoughts landed. The word
random has penetrated popculture so recklessly and so thoroughly that examples can be found
in English-speaking markets all
across the globe. Most likely
you’ve heard someone say, “That’s
so random!” Ken Ringle, from the
Washington Post, declared we live
in the age of random.
As an adjective, random is defined
in the Oxford English Dictionary as
follows: “Having no definite aim or
purpose; not sent or guided in a
particular direction; made, done,
occurring, etc., without method or
conscious choice; haphazard.”
From some perspectives, the birth
of Jesus brought together a lot of
random circumstances. Think
about the people involved: Mary,
Joseph, Elizabeth, Zechariah, shepherds, Herod, and wise guys from a
distant land. Are these all just a
random collection of disconnected
lives woven into a unified story?
Or is the seemingly random not so
random at all?
This year during Advent, we are

going to look at these characters and
our own lives from this point: Perhaps
the seemingly random circumstances of
our lives are really not so random at all.
While we may not have written our
own life story in the way things are
turning out, perhaps there’s more
rhyme and reason to the events of our
lives than we’ve seen.
I hope you’ll join us for this year’s Advent series, “The Not So Random Christmas.”
Thank you for the privilege of serving
among you!
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A NOTE FROM VONNIE:
What Child is this who laid to rest
On Mary's lap is sleeping
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping

So bring Him incense, gold & myrrh
Come peasant, king to own Him
The King of Kings salvation brings

More often than not, during the first years of my sons’ lives I found myself singing this song as I held them in my arms.
I was captivated, by my infant sons in all their sweetness for sure, but something greater was going on. Every time I
looked at my sweet boys, the Holy Spirit at once seemed to take me back in time to God as a baby resting in Mary’s
arms. In the months and years that followed, my spirit has continually been stirred by the wonder of the Jesus’ birth,
and being a mother turned into something so much more than caring for and enjoying my children, it became an act
of worship and love for God .
Mary wasn’t just a side note in the Bible or a small supporting actress in Scene One of the Gospels – she was God’s
mother. When I try to wrap my mind around Mary’s reality, what God did through this young woman’s life and what
He gave to her of Himself, things just start backfiring and tilting until all that’s left is awe… awe of something so great
that our minds may not fully comprehend it. There’s really no need to add pomp and circumstance to the truths
found in the life of Christ. Our God is mysterious, wonderful, and glorious in all His ways, and all of that mystery and
wonder is profoundly magnified and unveiled in the birth of Christ.
Mary knew something of Jesus and had a relationship with Jesus that no one else in all of history can lay claim to.
Mary spent all of the silent years of Jesus’ life on earth with Him – just Mary, her family, and the God-man. Where the
Bible is silent, which is most of the thirty years of His life on the earth, she has memories and stories. She had to
wrestle with realities that we cannot even fathom. In that stable 2000 years ago, Mary held a seemingly helpless baby
in her arms, and He was a baby that looked like any other baby. If not for the shepherds, the angels, the star, and later the Magi and a jealous king hunting Him down, His birth might have seemed like any other birth. It would be thirty
years before any declaration was made to confirm who exactly was living under Mary and Joseph’s roof. But it is unlikely that others in Nazareth knew anything except rumors of a pregnancy scandal surrounding the couple’s first
child.
We don’t see the privilege and wonder in Mary’s life because we don’t see Jesus for who He really is. And seeing Jesus rightly is everything, because He is everything!
Have you seen Him today? What is it that occupies your soul, your thoughts, and guides your emotions? What, or
Whom, are you treasuring and pondering in your heart?

Oh, raise, raise a song on high
His mother sings her lullaby
Joy, oh joy for Christ is born

This, this is Christ the King
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing
Haste, haste, to bring Him laud
The Babe, the Son of Mary

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gifts! 2 Corinthians 9:15
Vonnie Houchin
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DECEMBER USHERS
December 2

December 9

December 16

December 23

John Boersma

Pat Parks

Jim Hearn

John & Margie Wrede

Todd Carda

Holly Buehler

Erik Olness

Jerry & Linda Ross

Bernie Christner

Mike & Jeannene Woods

Cyndy Strand

Jeanette Nilson

Roger Pryor

Tracy Koskan

Diane Kirchhevel
Brett Johnson

December 30– Youth Group

For questions about worship, email questions4fbc@gmail.com
First Baptist
Church accepts
electronic
donations. If you
would like to
donate electronically, please
go to the church
website (www.rcfbc.org) and
follow the link!

If you have an event, announcement, or anything else that you
would like included in the
January newsletter,
please send it to
Angela by 10am on
December 13th!
firstbaptistrc@gmail.com

STAY CONNECTED BY E-MAIL Stay on top of
all the current events happening at First Baptist
Church with just a click! To be added to our
weekly MailChimp, fill in your email on the
welcome sheet or contact the office.
For daily inspiration and updates, make sure to
like us on Facebook.

Website…………………..………....www.rcfbc.org
Nate…………………...nateiswelcome@gmail.com
Vonnie……………….…..…fbcvonnie@gmail.com
Heidi………………………….fbcheidi@gmail.com
Angela…………..……. .. firstbaptistrc@gmail.com
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ANNUAL CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

It’s that time again! Wednesday, December 12th is the date for our annual Christmas Bazaar for our children! We thank you for supporting us as this is a very festive occasion!

Thatcher Koskan

1 Nathan Sales

9

Pat Shermer

2 Jerry Ross

10

Faith Larson

2 Carol Carpenter

15

Tatiana Collins

3 Macario Sales

17

Carly Fallat

4 Reba Eichler

22

Ricarte Nuno

4 Ken Carpenter

23

Chris Bilbrey

7 Harold Fromm

24

Alan Johanssen

7 John Boersma

29

Lloyd Farber

8 John Osburn

29

Beau Boerman

8 Bernie Christner

31

Monte Hartl

8

Dennis Johnson

9

Things needed: toys, knick-knacks, gifts, kitchen items, decorative items, and generally any item from
your home that will appeal to our little shoppers as they shop free of charge for their family members!
We also need tape, gift bags, gift boxes, and gift tags.
Volunteers needed: We need many helping hands to make this joyful and successful. We need quite a few
gift wrappers, as well as helpers to take the little ones to and from the gift room. Thank you for your
willingness to assist in the past. This year you can contact Jeannene Woods, Deanna Volmer, or Juanita
Rowe if you are willing to volunteer.
Special notes: (1) We are usually short of items for men. (2) Gently used items are welcome. (3) We are
hoping to change from using gift wrap to using gift bags for wrapping when possible, so we hope you can
help provide these. It gets quite hectic for the gift wrappers, and this will help speed the process up a
lot! (4) We have limited room for storing items you bring and classes are being held in the rooms; therefore, we request that you take donated items the Craft Room downstairs from December 1 st through the
10th. Please do not drop off earlier than December 1st due to limited room in these active classrooms.
Thanks in advance!
Christmas is a time to remember God’s Gift of Jesus to our weary world, and it is a time where our children can learn to give, as well. We will have a happy,festive Christmas Bazaar for these young ones, and
we hope you can participate and support this wonderful event. The children love it and though, it takes
preparation, we also love this night!
Thank you so very much!

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Jeremiah 29:11

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

First Baptist Children’s Ministries

May he give you the desire of your heart and make all your plans succeed. Psalm 20:4

December 17
Jerry & Linda Ross
December 23
Chuck & Carol Miller
December 29
Doug & Helen Pelton
December 30
Tim & Donna Skinner

Worship on Wednesday
5:30pm - 6:00pm - Dinner
6:00pm-6:40pm - Adult Choir Practice
6:00pm-7:30pm - Children’s Classes
6:00pm-7:30pm - Youth Group
6:30pm-7:30pm - Adult Opportunities
6:45pm-7:30pm - Praise Team Practice
7:30pm-8:15pm - Bell Practice

We will be decorating the church
Saturday, December 1 starting at
10:00am. Everybody
is welcome to join us
in this time of fun
and fellowship.
Thank you from the
Deacons.
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TRADITIONS: HOLIDAY PAST VS HOLIDAY PRESENT
New Year's Ball

JOIN US FOR 5TH SUNDAY
BRUNCH AFTER SERVICE ON
December 30.
NO FEASTING ON THE WORD.
PLEASE BRING A DISH
TO SHARE!

Holiday Past
The original ball lowered in Times
Square on New Year's Eve back in 1907
was made of iron and wood and decorated with, 100 light bulbs.
Holiday Present
The modern New Year's ball is made of
Waterford crystal, covered with 696 light
bulbs, 96 strobe lights, and 90 rotating
pyramid mirrors.

Holiday Present
Now more than 25,000 bulbs are
strung on the tree - that's more
than 5 miles of lights!
Artificial Trees
Holiday Past
Artificial Christmas trees were on
the market by 1900. They were
available by mail from Sears,
Roebuck and Company, and cost
50 cents for 33 limbs or a dollar
for 55 limbs.

A Tree of Lights

The Safeway grocery store chain offers a program to non-profit organizations like
churches where we (the church) can receive 5% of our
grocery and gas purchases back in cash! The leadership
here at First Baptist wants to encourage you to take
part in this program with us. Contact Angela at 3430342 for more information or to purchase a gift card.

Holiday Past
In 1949, the tree at Rockefeller Center
was strung with 7,500 bulbs.

Holiday Present
Most artificial trees are now manufactured in Korea, Taiwan, or
Hong Kong and contain nonbiodegradable plastics and metals. They usually range in price
from $200 to $2,000.

The Origins of Rudolph
Holiday Past
In 1939, an advertising employee
at the department store Montgomery Ward wrote the story of Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer for
a store promotion. That year the
store gave away 2.4 million copies
of the story.
Holiday Present
Ten years later, Gene Autry recorded the song "Rudolph the RedNosed Reindeer." Since then it has
sold over 80 million copies. Rudolph has definitely gone down in
our holiday history!

1Corinthians 12:27 “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it”

DECEMBER CIRCLE MEETINGS
Mary Martha Circle
Tuesday, December 12, at 6:00 p.m.
Hostess: Linda Johnson
Ann Judson Circle
Wednesday, December 13, at 1:30 p.m.
Hostess: Deloris Millar
Roll Call: Bring a recipe
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VISION FUND 2018
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WORDS FROM NATE

The Stewardship Committee has made funds available from the
2018 Vision Fund to purchase an Automated External Defibrillator
(AED) for First Baptist Church. The request originated from the Security/Safety Committee in order to increase emergency preparation for our congregation. When the AED arrives, the plan will be
to have this located at our new Welcome Center. More information to follow once it actually arrives on location.

ISI GIFT BAGS
Our congregation has again been asked to fill Christmas gift bags for
the ISI students.
The semester ends early this year so all gift bags MUST be delivered
to students by December 9. Please let Peg or Cyndy know if you are
interested in providing Christmas cheer as the students LOVE the
gift bags. Thank you so much for blessing them year after year.

Join us December 19 for
pizza and dessert.
We will have a special WOW
family night for Christmas.
We will be sharing the Christmas story
along with skits and music

walk in darkness, but
will have the light of
life.’"”
John 8:12 ESV

As Christmas nears, I
cannot help but get excited! I love all things
Christmas .... except
maybe the Hallmark
movies. Music, trees,
lights, gift wrap, stocking,
family... you name it, I
want more of it! Above all
else though is Christmas
Eve service at church. I
love seeing all the candles lit in a dark sanctuary. The meaning behind
it all is never lost on me
either, bringing the light
back to the world through
Christ. Later in His life,
Jesus Himself spoke this
after being confronted by
the Pharisees:

man again. Prophetic
dreams were revealing God’s Will. And
once again, light was
being cast into a world
When reading
in darkness. This Adthrough the Christmas vent season we will
story every year it albe looking at all the
ways stands out to me ways God began illuhow they felt, during
minating the darkness
that period in history,
of the world before
they were in the dark. ultimately giving THE
They no longer had
LIGHT of the world,
prophets giving them
Jesus Christ.
God’s Words. There
was no major movement from the Holy
Blessings,
Spirit. All of this was
Nate Sales
over a period of 400
YEARS! People have
labeled this as the 400
years of silence. It was
not that God disappeared or that He wasn’t working, there was
just no revelation during that time. Then all
Heaven broke loose!

They went from
“silence” to a virgin
“Again Jesus spoke to
pregnancy. All of sudthem, saying,’ "I am the
light of the world. Whoev- den, angels were making appearances to
er follows me will not
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CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATES

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
Decorate
Church at
10am

2

9

3
4
Bible Study
Christian Ed
10am
Meeting
CE
4:00pm
4:00pm
PM
Tech Meeting
6:30pm
6:30pm
10

11

Bible Study
Stewardship
10am
Meeting
6pm
Tech Meeting Mary Martha
6:00pm
6:00pm

16

23

30 Potluck

17
Deacons
Meeting
4:00pm
Cornerstone
Mission Meal
6pm
24
Christmas
Eve Service
6:00pm
31

18
No
Bible Study

6

5
WOW

12
Ann Judson
1:30pm
WOW
Christmas
Bazaar

Family
Christmas
Night
5:30

26
25
No Bible Study
NO
Happy
WOW
Birthday
Jesus!

8

14

15

Prayer Group
8:30am

13

Be a hope others see!

Prayer Group
8:30am

20

19

7

Updated Church Directories will be available January 10th. If you are interested
in having an updated directory call Angela at the office, at
343-0342 or email her at firstbaptistrc@gmail.com. If you
are wanting your information added, please contact her
as well with that information. The information will be
used to post birthdays and anniversaries in the bulletin as
well as address and phone information for other church
family members. We have had a new system the past
year so if you are not seeing your birthday or anniversary in the bulletin or newsletter it is because Angela has not been given the okay for your information to go
public.

21

22

Prayer Group
8:30am

27

Wicksville Church Speaker Schedule:
Services begin at 10:30am.

28

39

DEC. 2, 2018

BOB HAYFORD

DEC. 9, 2018

TERRY PULSE

DEC. 23, 2018

CONGREGATION

DEC. 30, 2018

REV. BILL SHERMER

Prayer Group
8:30am
Communion will be held every
fourth Sunday.

If you would like to be involved
with others and be praying for our
church family and nation, please
feel free to join the Prayer Group
here at the church on Thursday
mornings at 8:15..

