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From the Pastor... 

People You Can Count On. 

Living Jesus Everyday. 

I remember being told in the interview process a year ago that there were many people at St. Stephen who 

liked to go camping in the summer. Over this past summer I’ve seen that to be true. 

Growing up in the Kalamazoo area, my family would go camping a few times every summer. I can remember 

caterpillars all over our tent, with more and more as the weekend progressed. I loved taking my bike around 

the campground and through all of the trails surrounding the campsites. A campfire at night was always the 

best ending to a great day. 

I have always loved being out in nature.  

Nature cleanses my soul. When I’m walking around in a forest, far from any people, I can almost feel the 

soothing presence of the trees, the earth, the water. This holy presence energizes my soul. My soul is washed 

by the holy energy of a pond nearby, and then the holy energy of the air dries my soul in the breath of the 

earth. 

Being in nature is one place where I feel the Holy Spirit best (the other being when I’m out dancing, but more 

on that another time). I think in nature the Holy Spirit can fully be - just be.  

God created the earth, the trees, the water, the animals. They were created simply by the voice of God. In Gen-

esis God spoke, and everything on earth was created. Nature quite profoundly has the imprint of God. Human 

painters sometimes hide their signature somewhere in their painting. God is deliberately obvious. God’s signa-

ture is in a colorful sunset or sunrise. It’s in that lone flower growing among rocks. It’s in the mighty wind of a 

storm. It’s in that one spot that only you know about.  

God is everywhere.  

We are in the midst of planning for some outdoor worship services in September. During the service you’ll be 

able to feel the wind, God’s breath. You’ll be able to see the blue sky, God’s handiwork.  

Many times we find Jesus outside delivering his message: the beatitudes, the feeding of the 5,000 and 4,000 

all occur outside in the open air. 

I look forward to seeing many of you at our outdoor worship services. 

Peace and blessings, 

Pastor Alex 

Many things I have tried to 

grasp and have lost. That 

which I have placed in God’s 

hands, I still have. 

 

—Martin Luther  
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3 Naida Schelter 

 Kali Montgomery 

5 Jordan Dixon  

7 Jackie Williams-Armstrong 

11 Chris Miller 

12 Mike Borta 

14 Madison Toomey 

17 Quentin Carpenter 

 Elijah Yusten 

19 John Cox 

21 Brian Holmes 

25 Carlos Vallin 

29 Nancy Storm 8 Jack & Nancy Beyerhelm 

9 Ryan & Samantha Soulard 

The Pub Theology Group will be meeting on Thursday, September 17 at 7:00pm. The discussion questions as well as the 

location or Zoom link and instructions will be emailed as the date nears and posted on our website 

(www.StStephenOnline.org). New members are always welcome!  If you are not on the church email list and would like 

to be, please contact the church office, 517-321-2244 or Office@StStephenOnline.org. 

Pub Theology Group 

The next Faith Book Group meeting is Wednesday, Sept. 16, 7pm via Zoom. We are reading and discussing Dear Church by Lenny Duncan. In October 

we will be reading Caste by Isabel Wilkerson (date and time time be announced). If you’d like to join in on our Zoom meetings, please contact Mar-

garet Sheffer (Sheffer.1283@yahoo.com) 

Faith Book Group 

We are seeking a leader (or leaders) to lead a small group focused on grief. This grief group would be for those who 

have lost a loved one, either a spouse or other person in their life. The format would be flexible based on the needs 

of the group. It is hoped that this group would serve as support for those who have lost a loved one. If you would be 

interested in leading this group, please contact Pastor Alex. 

Seeking Leader(s) to Facilitate Grief Group              Pastor Alex 

mailto:Sheffer.1283@yahoo.com
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The “Mailbox Crew” met in the evening of 8/19/20 under the watchful eye of Renee Dixon and installed the mailbox onto a new post in a new location. The 

mailbox had fallen off or possibly had some persuasion of some type and was no longer on the wobbly old plastic post it had been on for a number of years. A 

new wood post was purchased and with the assistance of a motorized auger post hole digger and a hand post hole digger, a hole was dug with the skillful 

hands of Don Sheffer, Jim Dixon and some assistance from Terry Greiner. Meanwhile the old, but still very functional mailbox was prepped and attached to the 

new post by the trio of skilled workers Gary Hansen, Brian Yusten and Terry Greiner. Brian Yusten was the organizer of the event and despite making a couple 

trips back to his home for additional supplies such as screws and a drill, he guided all the independent thinkers to stay on track and get the post in the ground. 

The final dropping of the post into the hole was accomplished and after a short discussion of how level it was, the work was declared completed.  

A big Thank You to all involved in this adventure. Renee and Jim Dixon,        

Terry Greiner (not pictured), Don Sheffer, Gary Hansen, and Brian Yusten. 
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Clothe a Child for School 

Thank you for generously supporting our second offerings in July designated for the LOVE Clothing Bank operated by Christian Services at Judson 

Memorial Baptist Church. Your gifts in July totaled $190. New school clothes help at-risk children feel confident as they begin a new school year. 

Lutheran Disaster Response 

During the month of September, our second offerings will support Lutheran Disaster Response. Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, heal-

ing and renewal to people whose lives have been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around the world. When the dust settles and the 

headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing assistance to those in need.  

Finance Matters            Rebecca Bossenbroek, Treasurer 

God's Work, Our Hands is a day we celebrate being Church together, freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor.  This year it 

will take place on Sunday, September 13 following outdoor worship. We will gather at St. Stephen to spruce up landscaping around the church and in 

the courtyard while maintaining social distance. Bottled water will be provided and we 

will plan to finish the project by 1:00. Please bring your gloves, yard bags, pruners, 

rakes, and other yard tools!  Any questions contact Sarah Holland at                         

saraha.holland@gmail.com or 517-290-5862. 

God’s Work, Our Hands—Sept. 13          Sarah Holland, Serve Ministry Dev.  

Outdoor Worship Services 
 

We will be having two outdoor worship services in September. We are doing this together with 

Grace Lutheran Church (528 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.). Both services will be at 10am. On Sep-

tember 13, Grace Lutheran Church members will worship with us at St. Stephen. Pastor Christin 

Fawcett will preach. On September 27, St. Stephen members are invited to Grace Lutheran Church 

to worship with them. Pastor Alex will preach at this service. 

Communion will be offered at both services. Please bring 

your own chairs (there will be a limited number of  chairs for 

use at each church). This will be a great time of  fellowship 

with another Lutheran church in the area, all while worship-

ing outside. Look for more details in the weekly e-newsletter 

and on the St. Stephen website. 

mailto:saraha.holland@gmail.com
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Tuesday, September 1: 2 Samuel 11:27b—12:15 
Wednesday, September 2: Psalm 17 
Thursday, September 3: 2 Corinthians 12:11-21 
Friday, September 4: Romans 10:15b-21 
Saturday, September 5: Ezekiel 33:1-6 
 
Sunday, September 6: Matthew 18:15-20 
Monday, September 7: 1 Peter 2:11-17 
Tuesday, September 8: Deuteronomy 17:2-13 
Wednesday, September 9: Psalm 119:65-72 
Thursday, September 10: 1 John 3:11-16 
Friday, September 11: Acts 7:9-16 
Saturday, September 12: Matthew 6:7-15 
 
Sunday, September 13: Matthew 18:21-35 
Monday, September 14: Hebrews 11:23-29 
Tuesday, September 15: Genesis 49:29—50:14 
Wednesday, September 16: Psalm 133 
Thursday, September 17: Nahum 1:1, 14—2:2 
Friday, September 18: 2 Corinthians 13:5-10 
Saturday, September 19: Zephaniah 2:13-15 
 
Sunday, September 20: Matthew 20:1-16 
Monday, September 21: Romans 16:1-16 
Tuesday, September 22: Genesis 28:10-17 
Wednesday, September 23: Psalm 106:1-12 
Thursday, September 24: James 4:11-16 
Friday, September 25: Acts 13:32-41 
Saturday, September 26: Mark 11:27-33 
 
Sunday, September 27: Matthew 21:23-32 
Monday, September 28: Philippians 1:3-14 
Tuesday, September 29: Judges 16:1-22 
Wednesday, September 30: Psalm 28 
 

REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS 
for September 

 



Council Meeting via Zoom 

Sunday, September 20 

12:15 pm 

Staff Members 

Alex Aivars, Pastor      pastoralex@ststephenonline.org 

Renee Dixon, Office Manager     office@ststephenonline.org 

 

Council Members 

Jackie Williams-Armstrong, President    jacquelynwa@gmail.com 

Margaret Sheffer, Recording Secretary             sheffer.1283@yahoo.com 

Rebecca Bossenbroek, Treasurer    rebeccabossenbroek@comcast.net 

Brian Yusten, Facility Development Team Leader   brianyusten@yahoo.com 

Amber Rathbun, Financial Development     mcpherson613@gmail.com 

Gary Hansen, WELCOME Ministry Development   garyandjune@gmail.com 

Julie Dartt, NOURISH Ministry Development   juliedartt@gmail.com 

Sarah Holland, SERVE Ministry Development   saraha.holland@gmail.com 

Lynn Kriser, Leadership Development Team Leader  knitterlynn@gmail.com 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church 
2900 North Waverly Road, Lansing, MI 48906 

Phone: 517-321-2244          Fax:  517-321-2632 

 

Email:  office@StStephenOnline.org 

Website:  StStephenOnline.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ststephenlutheran/ 

 

Pastor Alex’s Office Hours: Mondays & Wednesdays, 10am - 2pm 

Renee’s Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 2 - 5pm 

Worship is Livestreamed on our Facebook Page 
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OR CURRENT OCCUPANT 

 Fall Sunday School 

We will start our Sunday School programming for adults and kids on Sunday, September 20 at 9am. 

Both will be over Zoom. Look for emails for the Zoom meetings in the weeks to come. 

This year's CROP Walk will take place anytime YOU want to take steps be-

tween October 1 and October 11! The main goal of the walk, as always, is to 

raise funds for food, hygiene, clean water, and PPE for our community and 

communities around the globe. Please visit  www.crophungerwalk.org/

lansingmi to join the St. Stephen Lutheran Church walking team or to donate 

funds. We are encouraging people to donate online. If you do not wish to 

donate online, or if you have any questions, please contact our CROP Team Captain, Sarah Holland (517)290-5862. 

CROP Walk 2020 Update               Sarah Holland, Team Captain 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/lansingmi
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/lansingmi

