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From the Pastor... 

People You Can Count On. 

Living Jesus Everyday. 

When I think about my journey to better understanding race in this country, I know that a big reason why my 

understanding grew was because of hearing the experiences of people of color. This was echoed in a book I’ve 

been reading in a group composed of seminary friends and a professor from seminary.  

 

This group started a few months ago in June. A few weeks after George Floyd’s death made national news, a 

professor from my seminary reached out to me and some of my classmates. This professor, Dr. Linda Thomas, 

a black woman, wanted to form a small group to specifically talk about the issue of race in this country. She 

specifically reached out to myself and my classmates because she wanted past students who were now in the 

parish. As she put it, we were no longer in the incubation period of the seminary learning environment but 

were now in the real world dealing with real issues.  

 

And so this is how it came to pass that a straight black woman, a gay white man, and two straight white men 

formed an anti-racism group. 

 

Dr. Thomas recommended we use the book So You Want to Talk About Race by Ijeoma Oluo to serve as a 

springboard for our 2-hour sessions each time we met.  

 

Each chapter in the book is titled with a question. The first chapter asks the question “Is it really about race?” 

In this chapter, she gives 3 criteria to determine if something is about race. One of the criteria is “It is about 

race if it fits into a broader pattern of events that disproportionately or differently affect people of color.”  

 

At the end of the chapter she asks some pointed questions to those of us who are white:  

 

“Is your lived experience real? Are the situations you’ve lived through real? Are your interpretations of those 

situations valid? Chances are, if you are using them to decide whether or not other situations and opinions are 

valid, you think they are. So if your lived experience and your interpretation of that lived experience are valid, 

why wouldn’t the lived experience of people of color be just as valid? If I don’t have the right to deem your 

life, what you see and hear and feel, a lie, why do you have the right to do it to me? Why do you deserve to be 

believed and people of color don’t?” 

 

As a pastor, I don’t believe it’s my duty to judge whether a person’s pain is valid or not, whether a person’s 

experiences are valid or not. My duty as a pastor is to be with that person in that pain and those experiences. 

In the moment I can’t take the pain away. But I can be there with them while it’s happening, so they are not 

suffering alone. Later, if it is in my power to do so, I can work to make sure that this person doesn’t experi-

ence that pain again. 

 

Our council will be releasing a list of books soon about race in this country. If you haven’t already, I would 

encourage each of you to read at least one book or article from the list. If you need someone 

to talk with about it, I am available to talk. 

 

Peace and blessings, 

Pastor Alex 

When life gives you more 

than you can stand … 

kneel. 
 

—Unknown 
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10 Hazel Hiester 

14 Dan Stevens 

15 Zach Telder 

19 Lilliana Butts 

 Heather Lewis 

20 Evelyn Toomey 

24 Jim Lahti 

26 Ben Carpenter 

27 Paul Bielawski 

 Tessa Kevelighan 

29 Julie Dartt 

30 Maxine Jubb 

31 Amanda Lewis 

2 Michael & Amy Bucht 

6 Ken & Tara Busha 

 Ron & Chris Miller 

23 Stan & Sandi Kotajarvi 

The Pub Theology Group will be meeting on Thursday, October 15 at 7:00pm. The discussion questions as well as the 

location or Zoom link and instructions will be emailed as the date nears and posted on our website 

(www.StStephenOnline.org). New members are always welcome!  If you are not on the church email list and would like 

to be, please contact the church office, 517-321-2244 or Office@StStephenOnline.org. 

Pub Theology Group 

On Wednesday, October 21 at 7:00pm (via Zoom) we'll be discussing Caste: The Origins of Our Discontent by Isabel Wilkerson. For the November 18 

meeting, we're reading Night Tiger by Yangsze. Both are available at Barnes and Noble. For December, we're looking at Night Watchman by Louise 

Erdrich. If you’d like to join in, please contact Margaret Sheffer (Sheffer.1283@yahoo.com) 

Faith Book Group 

We are seeking a leader (or leaders) to lead a small group focused on grief. This grief group would be for those who 

have lost a loved one, either a spouse or other person in their life. The format would be flexible based on the needs 

of the group. It is hoped that this group would serve as support for those who have lost a loved one. If you would be 

interested in leading this group, please contact Pastor Alex. 

Seeking Leader(s) to Facilitate Grief Group              

mailto:Sheffer.1283@yahoo.com
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Our list of potential people to be assisting Ministers is very low and as a result it is getting more and more difficult to fill the 

schedule. Would you please consider assisting?  The more people we have, the fewer times each would have to assist each 

quarter. Please help with this important ministry. Call, text or email Paulette Piirainen (517-256-9740; email                        

paulette343@yahoo.com) or Pastor if you are interested. 

We are looking for a few people who would be willing to be put on a rotating list to help operate the camera on Sunday morn-

ings. This person would make sure the camera and livestream is working correctly during the service. This would require that 

you come to the building on Sundays. If you, or someone you know, would be interested in this volunteer position, please con-

tact Pastor Alex. 

Thanks to everyone who generously donated funds to clothe children this year. We were able 

to provide 10 pajama sets to boys and girls via the Love Clothing Center. The Love Clothing 

Center has been sharing the love of Jesus with the people of the Lansing area by providing 

clothing for more than 35,000 children since its inception in 1989. It is a fabulous outreach 

center located in Judson Baptist Church in South Lansing, and is totally run by volunteers and 

funded solely by donations. 

Our elevator was recently inspected and it was discovered that there was a significant amount of water in the elevator 

pit. Our own Brian Holmes found a way to empty the elevator pit and get the sump pump working again. Brian will still 

be checking out some electrical issues regarding the pump, but it is working now and we will have the elevator inspector 

return to do what remains to be done to get the elevator returned to operating condition. Thank you for lending your 

time and talents, Brian!! 

A BIG Thank You to Brian Holmes! 

Clothe a Child Update 

Seeking Camera Operator for Sundays 

Assisting Ministers Needed 

mailto:paulette343@yahoo.com
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Trinity Lutheran Seminary 

Thank you for generously supporting our second offerings in August designated for the Trinity Lutheran Seminary at Capital University in Columbus 

OH. Your gifts in August totaled $98.  

Thanksgiving Baskets 

During the month of October, our second offerings will support our annual offering of Thanksgiving Baskets to families in need in our surrounding 

community. Watch for details in the newsletter and weekly announcements. 

Finance Matters            Rebecca Bossenbroek, Treasurer 

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS 

We had a small but committed group of people who helped weed the areas around the church entrance near the parking lot on Sunday, September 

13, after the outdoor worship service. We filled 7 bags with weeds and brush, and also removed the dead pine tree. Thank-you to Brian and Lorri 

Yusten, Angie Bennett, and Pastor Alex for helping with this project! Special thanks to Sarah Holland for organizing the event.   
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Thursday, October 1, 2020: Colossians 2:16-23 

Friday, October 2, 2020: Philippians 2:14-18; 3:1-4a 

Saturday, October 3, 2020: John 7:40-52 

 

Sunday, October 4, 2020: Matthew 21:33-46 

Monday, October 5, 2020: Ezekiel 19:10-14 

Tuesday, October 6, 2020: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

Wednesday, October 7, 2020: Psalm 144 

Thursday, October 8, 2020: 1 Peter 5:1-5, 12-14 

Friday, October 9, 2020: James 4:4-10 

Saturday, October 10, 2020: Psalm 23 

 

Sunday, October 11, 2020: Matthew 22:1-14 

Monday, October 12, 2020: Exodus 19:7-20 

Tuesday, October 13, 2020: Amos 9:5-15 

Wednesday, October 14, 2020: Psalm 34 

Thursday, October 15, 2020: Judges 17:1-6 

Friday, October 16, 2020: 1 Peter 5:1-5 

Saturday, October 17, 2020: Isaiah 14:3-11 

 

Sunday, October 18, 2020: Matthew 22:15-22 

Monday, October 19, 2020: Daniel 3:1-18 

Tuesday, October 20, 2020: Revelation 18:21-24 

Wednesday, October 21, 2020: Psalm 98 

Thursday, October 22, 2020: Numbers 5:5-10 

Friday, October 23, 2020: Titus 2:7-8, 11-15 

Saturday, October 24, 2020: Proverbs 24:23-34 

 

Sunday, October 25, 2020: Matthew 22:34-46 

Monday, October 26, 2020: Deuteronomy 6:1-9, 20-25 

Tuesday, October 27, 2020: James 2:14-26 

Wednesday, October 28, 2020: Psalm 119:41-48 

Thursday, October 29, 2020: Romans 2:17-29 

Friday, October 30, 2020: 2 Peter 2:1-3 

Saturday, October 31, 2020: Malachi 1:6—2:9 

REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS 
for October 

 



Council Meeting via Zoom 

Sunday, October 18 

12:30 pm 

Staff Members 

Alex Aivars, Pastor      pastoralex@ststephenonline.org 

Renee Dixon, Office Manager     office@ststephenonline.org 

 

Council Members 

Jackie Williams-Armstrong, President    jacquelynwa@gmail.com 

Margaret Sheffer, Recording Secretary             sheffer.1283@yahoo.com 

Rebecca Bossenbroek, Treasurer    rebeccabossenbroek@comcast.net 

Brian Yusten, Facility Development Team Leader   brianyusten@yahoo.com 

Amber Rathbun, Financial Development     mcpherson613@gmail.com 

Gary Hansen, WELCOME Ministry Development   garyandjune@gmail.com 

Julie Dartt, NOURISH Ministry Development   juliedartt@gmail.com 

Sarah Holland, SERVE Ministry Development   saraha.holland@gmail.com 

Lynn Kriser, Leadership Development Team Leader  knitterlynn@gmail.com 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church 
2900 North Waverly Road, Lansing, MI 48906 

Phone: 517-321-2244          Fax:  517-321-2632 

 

Email:  office@StStephenOnline.org 

Website:  StStephenOnline.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ststephenlutheran/ 

 

Pastor Alex’s Office Hours: Mondays & Wednesdays, 10am - 2pm 

Renee’s Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 2 - 5pm 

Worship is Livestreamed on our Facebook Page 

The Evangel Page 7 

 

  Assisting Ministers:  Altar Flowers Provided by: 
  Oct. 4       Paulette Piirainen    Oct. 4      Cindy Lewis in honor of her mother Helen 

  Oct. 11     Cindy Jenks   Oct. 11    Jerry & Jan Becker in honor of their 35th anniversary 

  Oct. 18     Margaret Sheffer    Oct. 18    Gloria Kandle in memory of Kirk 

  Oct. 25    Gary Hansen   Oct. 25    Stan & Sandi Kotajarvi in honor of their 55th anniversary 

 

                        Altar Care Provided by:   
               Claudia & Bob Cameron    



2900 N. Waverly Rd. 

Lansing, MI 48906 

St .  S tep hen  Lut her an  Chur ch  

Phone: 517-321-2244 

Fax: 517-321-2632 

Email: Office@StStephenOnline.org 

Website:  StStephenOnline.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ststephenlutheran/ 

OR CURRENT OCCUPANT 

This year's CROP Walk will take place anytime YOU want to take steps be-

tween October 1 and October 11! The main goal of the walk, as always, is to 

raise funds for food, hygiene, clean water, and PPE for our community and 

communities around the globe. Please visit  www.crophungerwalk.org/

lansingmi to join the St. Stephen Lutheran Church walking team or to donate 

funds. We are encouraging people to please donate online. If you have any 

questions, please contact our CROP Team Captain, Sarah Holland (517)290-5862. 

CROP Walk 2020               Sarah Holland, Team Captain 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/lansingmi
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/lansingmi

