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From the Pastor... 

Justified by grace, we are a  

Community of Servants who  

follow Jesus’ example by living  

lives of service to others. 

In some ways, the Bible is a history book. It begins with the tree of life in Genesis, providing for Adam and 

Eve. It ends with the last book of the Bible, Revelation, and again with the tree of life. Humans who were ban-

ished from the Garden of Eden in Genesis are once again together with God in Revelation. In between these 

two books, a lot happens. Some of it good, some of it not so good. Betrayals, murder, adultery occur. But there 

is also kindness, crossing boundaries, and Jesus triumphing over death. We include an Old Testament reading 

in our worship service each Sunday to help us remember our religious past.  

It’s important to know the history of discrimination against those in the black community in this country. One 

part of this history that I have recently learned happened in the 1960s. During this time, highways -  a new 

development at the time - were commonly built through predominately African-American neighborhoods. This 

happened in Detroit when building I-375. And it happened here in Lansing when building I-496. Thriving African

-American neighborhoods were demolished to make way for these highways.  

It’s important to know our past, because it can help us understand our present, and point to what a future could 

be.  

When looking at the story of Jesus, Jesus was able to transform so much pain and suffering into everlasting 

hope. When we face our history, it can cause pain and suffering, just as it did for Jesus. But when we look to 

Jesus, we see that pain and suffering are not the end of the story. Life doesn’t end at the end of the story, but 

rather life begins. 

I grew up with the phrase “Knowledge is power.” Knowledge of history is important when talking about our 

faith, and it’s important when talking about discrimination against those who are black.  

God has the ultimate power. But let us not forget that that power runs through us. The ELCA’s motto is “God’s 

work, our hands.” It is our hands that can make a better tomorrow from the things we learn today. 

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Romans 8:38-39 

Peace and blessings, 

Pastor Alex 

If you want to touch the 

past, touch a rock. If you 

want to touch the pre-

sent, touch a flower. If 

you want to touch the 

future, touch a life. 
 

—Author unknown  
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The Pub Theology Group will be meeting on Thursday, July 16 at 7:00pm. The discussion questions as well as the loca-

tion or Zoom link and instructions will be emailed as the date nears and posted on our website 

(www.StStephenOnline.org). New members are always welcome!  If you are not on the church email list and would like 

to be, please contact the church office, 517-321-2244 or Office@StStephenOnline.org. 

Pub Theology Group 

The Northwest Lansing Lutheran Food Bank (housed at St. Stephen) will be open every Monday beginning July 6 to serve our food bank clients. The 

coordinators and volunteers will be utilizing curbside service to minimize contact. In order to distribute food to our clients, there is a need of volun-

teers to help distribute food on Mondays from approximately 11:45am - 3pm. If you are able to commit to helping on a regular basis, please contact 

coordinator Marie Dumeney (517-290-8707) for more information. Thanks for your help in this important ministry! 

Food Bank 

The Faith Book Group will meet on Tuesday, July 21 at 6:00pm (via Zoom) to discuss Women of the Copper Country by Mary Doris Russell. In August 

the group will discuss Searching for Sunday by Rachel Held Evans. If you’d like to join in or need more information, please contact Margaret Sheffer 

(Sheffer.1283@yahoo.com) 

 

Faith Book Group 
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ELCA COVID-19 Response 

Thank you for generously supporting our second offerings in May designated for ELCA COVID-19 Response. Your gifts in May totaled $115.  

 

Clothe a Child for School 

During the month of July, our second offerings will support the Clothing Banks operated by Christian Services of Lansing. St Stephen Lutheran Church 

has a history of purchasing clothing for children beginning a new school year. Having some new clothes helps a child feel confident and welcome 

during those first few days, leveling the playing field a bit for underserved and at-risk children.  

 

Christian Services has been working for churches in the Greater Lansing Area since October 1981, helping them help their neighbors in need. Chris-

tian Services is a proven ministry that networks local church ministries across denominations to help people in their community. Through Christian 

Services, churches and church volunteers are mobilized to work together, along with community organizations and government resources, to pro-

vide coordinated assistance to people in need. Christian Services works to mobilize and equip local churches to be a blessing to people in need in 

our community. 

Finance Matters 

If you would like communion brought to you, please reach out to Pastor Alex. Either he or a designated person will 

bring you communion. Only the wafer will be brought, which will be wrapped in plastic. Other safety measures such as 

wearing a mask and gloves will also be observed. 

In-Home Communion Available 

We appreciate your consistent generosity as we have been navigating different ways to connect and worship during this pandemic. For those send-

ing checks, know that mail is being opened weekly, and your gifts are securely locked away until offering counters can safely meet to tally and 

deposit your contributions (bi-weekly). Thank you also to those who have utilized Simply Giving and/or GivePlus+. (We are now also able to receive 

funds via credit card.) Your faithfulness reflects your commitment to be Christ’s church in a hurting world!  

Thank You for Your Faithfulness 
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Rebecca, 

Thank you for your many years of as Worship Director at St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Your talent, 
knowledge of music, and enthusiasm brought so much meaning and joy to me on praise team. Singing on 
Praise Team is truly my favorite part of worship, and you will be greatly missed since you were a big part of 
this experience for me. I will cherish all the memories, prayers, and laughter we shared during rehearsals. 
Thanks for putting up with my lack of rhythm and the occasional flat and sharp notes that sometimes came out 

of my mouth. You will always be a special person in my life. I wish you the best!   

 - Love, Lorri 

Thank you Rebecca for your service to St. Stephen. Your musi-
cal talent, your knowledge of scripture and your kind hearted-
ness will be remembered fondly. Personally I thank you for all 
your compassion  you have given to me. I will miss you and our 
music we performed together. God Bless you and keep you safe.  

- Diane Singletary 

Rebecca, 
I appreciate your dedication to the music program at St. 
Stephen.  Your talent and love made our Praise Team a 
pleasure to be a part of.  It's been such an honor making 
music with you.   I appreciate your prayers and friend-
ship.  God Bless you, my friend. 
- Judy Thompson 

Dear Rebecca, 
     Nancy and I just wanted to drop you a line...or eight or ten...whatever.. We wanted to say how much we enjoyed our 
shared musical ministry of nearly 20yrs. together. It started for me first at St. Stephen when you came and took over for 
Don. I was already playing with the praise band, and you and Pastor Gary helped us envision what our praise band could 
become. It was through you that Nancy and I first met each other, Steve was stepping down from playing with us and we 
needed a guitar player. She played first at St. Stephen, and then I played with you and her again at a church you were 
both playing at downtown. Nancy joined our St. Stephen praise band and we dated for three years. It’s hard to believe 
that seventeen years ago on 6/21/03, you played and sang at our wedding.  
     I believe that as a praise band, we developed into a “tight” musical ministry team. Although we faced the challenges of 
constantly changing vocalists, we seemed to be able to continue to grow together musically as a ministry unit, blending our 
gifts to create a ministry that glorified God and enhanced the worship experience for the congregation. We were sorry to 
see that ministry trio end when we moved. We know that St. Stephen has been blessed with your many gifts and roles that 
you have filled over the years and wish you the best as you make certain changes now in your life.  

- Love, Keith and Nancy Storm 

Rebecca has been such a blessing to our congregation. Her com-
bined love of God and love of music have made singing on the praise 
team a lot of fun. Music has always been a major factor of worship for 
me. I have arrived to worship some Sunday's and been awed with the 
music Rebecca has chosen for that day. Thank you Rebecca.  
- Gordie Larkins 

Thank you Rebecca for all of the time and the commitment you gave to St. 
Stephen over the past several years. Your love for God shines through in 
your music. Godspeed and best wishes,  
- Kristin Cox 

It's been a pleasure working with you Rebecca over these 
past few months. Your passion for music and knowledge 
of worship have been an asset. Thank-you for all you have 
done for this church, and will continue to do.   

- Pastor Alex 

Dear Rebecca,  
Words are hard to find to express my appreciation for all that you've done 
over many years as Director of Worship at our church. I have appreciated 
your faithfulness, your musical talent, organization and so much more! I will 
miss you in this capacity, but I'm happy that you'll still be around in your 
many other roles:-). I hope that you take some time now to relax and b-r-e-a-
t-h-e. You deserve it! 

- Love you! Jackie 
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And yet another thank you for Jerry McDiarmid, our lawncare/landscaper provider. Jerry noticed a couple of  bro-

ken fence rails on the fence at the southeast corner of  the building near Delta River Drive. He purchased new 

rails and replaced the broken ones without charging the church. He genuinely cares about the appearance of  our 

building and the impression it makes. 

Thank you, Jerry! 

A special thanks to Gordie Larkins for working with Pastor Alex and not only providing, but setting up a wifi 

booster in the fellowship hall. The booster made the wifi signal stronger and enabled our in-person worship to 

be livestreamed to Facebook Live.  

Thanks, Gordie! 

A big thanks to Brian Holmes for making the beautiful and portable stands for hand sanitizer that provided two 

more sanitizing stations for our fellowship hall worship services. Their portability will enable us to also use 

them during any future events in other locations.  

Thanks, Brian! 
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Wednesday, July 1, 2020: Matthew 12:1-8 

Thursday, July 2, 2020: Hebrews 3:1-6 

Friday, July 3, 2020: Exodus 4:27-31 

Saturday, July 4, 2020: Mark 7:1-13 

 

Sunday, July 5, 2020: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

Monday, July 6, 2020: Romans 1:18-25 

Tuesday, July 7, 2020: Jeremiah 28:10-17 

Wednesday, July 8, 2020: Psalm 131 

Thursday, July 9, 2020: Isaiah 48:1-5 

Friday, July 10, 2020: Isaiah 48:6-11 

Saturday, July 11, 2020: Isaiah 52:1-6 

 

Sunday, July 12, 2020: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

Monday, July 13, 2020: 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 

Tuesday, July 14, 2020: Deuteronomy 28:1-14 

Wednesday, July 15, 2020: Psalm 92 

Thursday, July 16, 2020: Hebrews 2:1-9 

Friday, July 17, 2020: Hebrews 6:13-20 

Saturday, July 18, 2020: Matthew 7:15-20 

 

Sunday, July 19, 2020: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

Monday, July 20, 2020: Nahum 1:1-13 

Tuesday, July 21, 2020: Galatians 4:21—5:1 

Wednesday, July 22, 2020: 1 Kings 1:28-37 

Thursday, July 23, 2020: Acts 7:44-53 

Friday, July 24, 2020: 1 Kings 2:1-4 

Saturday, July 25, 2020: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

Sunday, July 26, 2020: James 3:13-18 

Monday, July 27, 2020: Ephesians 6:10-18 

Tuesday, July 28, 2020: Psalm 119:121-128 

Wednesday, July 29, 2020: Proverbs 10:1-5 

Thursday, July 30, 2020: Isaiah 51:17-23 

Friday, July 31, 2020: Matthew 7:7-11 

REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS 
for July 

 



Council Meeting via Zoom 

Sunday,  July 19 

12:15 pm 

Staff Members 

Alex Aivars, Pastor      pastoralex@ststephenonline.org 

Renee Dixon, Office Manager     office@ststephenonline.org 

 

Council Members 

Jackie Williams-Armstrong, President    jacquelynwa@gmail.com 

Margaret Sheffer, Recording Secretary             sheffer.1283@yahoo.com 

Rebecca Bossenbroek, Treasurer    rebeccabossenbroek@comcast.net 

Brian Yusten, Facility Development Team Leader   brianyusten@yahoo.com 

Amber Rathbun, Financial Development     mcpherson613@gmail.com 

Gary Hansen, WELCOME Ministry Development   garyandjune@gmail.com 

Julie Dartt, NOURISH Ministry Development   juliedartt@gmail.com 

Sarah Holland, SERVE Ministry Development   saraha.holland@gmail.com 

Lynn Kriser, Leadership Development Team Leader  knitterlynn@gmail.com 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church 
2900 North Waverly Road, Lansing, MI 48906 

Phone: 517-321-2244          Fax:  517-321-2632 

 

Email:  office@StStephenOnline.org 

Website:  StStephenOnline.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ststephenlutheran/ 

 

Pastor Alex’s Office Hours: Mondays & Wednesdays, 10am - 2pm 

Renee’s Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 2 - 5pm 

In-Person Worship in the Fellowship Hall: Sundays at 10:00 am 

Worship also Livestreamed on our Facebook Page 
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OR CURRENT OCCUPANT 

A Food Bank Coordinator is needed by November of  2020 to work with Judy Salminen (the Co-

Coordinator). Duties entail picking up as well as stocking food items from the Food Bank ware-

house and Valueland every week. If  interested, or for further details, please call Marie Dumeney 

at 517-290-8707. Thank you for considering to volunteer your time for this important ministry! 


