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This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We are 

called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is 

too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the 

love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks 

believed that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian 

community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 

 

Presiding Minister ............................................................ Pastor Alex Aivars 

Assisting Minister ................................................................. Diane Singletary 

Director of Worship .............................................................. Doug Armstead 
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WELCOME 
GATHERING MUSIC 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Please stand as you are able. 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks 

for the gift of baptism. 

 

 Water is poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

 

P: We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen 

Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like 

cups of cool water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your 

church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and 

forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 

Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To 

you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now 

and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 
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THE PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with those in your household and/or in the comments on 

Facebook. You can share a sign of the peace by waving, showing the peace sign, or an 

air high-five. 

 

SONG                         The Church’s One Foundation  

 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 

understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you 

above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can 

desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Alleluia. Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love 

them, and will come to them and make our home with them. 

C: Alleluia. 

The congregation is seated 
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NOURISH 
 

ACTS 10:44-48 

A: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

PSALM 98  (read responsively) 

A: Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, whose 

right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

C:  O LORD, you have made known your victory, you have revealed 

your righteousness in the sight of the nations.  

A: You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of 

Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

C: Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, 

and sing.   

A: Sing to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song.  

C: With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before 

the king, the LORD.  

A: Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell 

therein. 

C: Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy 

before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth.   

A: The LORD will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with 

equity.  
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1 JOHN 5:1-6 

A: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

 

P:  The Holy Gospel, according to John. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL  

The congregation stands 

P: The Holy Gospel, according to John. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

JOHN 15:9-17 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

The congregation is seated 

  

SERMON  

 
The congregation stands 

SONG                                           Shout to the Lord  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 

at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting.  

Amen. 

The congregation is seated 

 

SONG                   Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 

 

PRAYERS 

Following each petition 

A:  God of mercy, 

C:  receive our prayer. 
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OFFERINGS 

We continue with our giving during this time by  

• mailing checks to the church office (St Stephen Lutheran Church, 2900 N 

Waverly Rd, Lansing MI  48906) 

• enrolling in Simply Giving (visit www.ststephenonline.org and click on the 

DONATE button to download the form) 

• giving from our smart phones: download the GivePlus+ app, search for St 

Stephen Lutheran Church by zip code (48906), create an account, and make 

one-time or recurring contributions. You may designate for our general fund 

and for our second offering. 

• Text Message giving:  Simply text this number (855-520-0359) with the 

amount you wish to donate and press send. You will receive a link to 

complete your donation. Click the link and enter your contact and credit/debit 

card information.   

This month, our second offering supports Michigan Refugee Hope. 

 

SONG                                        Step by Step 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A:  God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 

 Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in  

 service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus 

Christ. 

C: Amen. 

 

  

http://www.ststephenonline.org/
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The congregation stands 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their 

hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift 

of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all 

the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P: God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this 

far along the way. In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided 

us into the path of love and light. In every age you sent prophets to make 

known your loving will for all humanity. The cry of the poor has become 

your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. In the 

fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to all 

who would listen. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 

bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, 

and his promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will 

rejoice in your holy and life-giving Son. By your Spirit bless us and this 

meal, that refreshed with this heavenly food, we may reveal the brilliance of 

your Son to the world. Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty 

Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  

    The table of mercy and joy has been set. 
    The congregation is seated 

 

P: You may now open the communion packet. This is the body of Christ,  

    given for you. This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

 

SERVE 
The congregation stands 

SONG  Change My Heart O God (piano only) 

 

THE BLESSING 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

A:  Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 

 Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, 

 that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus   

 Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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BLESSING 

P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love 

the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless 

you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

SONG                 We are Called 

 

SENDING 

A: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

A:  Go in peace. Share the good news.  

C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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