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Volume , Issue August 2020 

From the Pastor... 

Justified by grace, we are a  

Community of Servants who  

follow Jesus’ example by living  

lives of service to others. 

At our council planning meeting on Sunday, July 12, our council met to discuss some important topics. We dis-

cussed the Skills and Interests sheets and made plans on what to do with the information gathered. We talked 

about succession planning for council, and how we reach out to congregation members to serve on council. 

We also developed the following tag line: 

 

People You Can Count On.  Living Jesus Everyday. 

 

You see tag lines all over the place. Most business have one, from Walmart (Save Money Live Better) to Ford 

(Go further) to Apple (Think different). The tag line for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is 

God’s Work. Our Hands. 

 

Tag lines are short and easily remembered. Eventually people will associate your tag line with whatever it is 

representing. 

 

I have seen “People you can count on” in action numerous times here at St. Stephen. When someone is in the 

hospital people from this congregation send cards or call or visit. People count on our food bank that gives out 

food every week. When a financial hardship occurs, people have counted on the people of St. Stephen to help 

them get by. When a personal tragedy has happened, people have counted on the people of St. Stephen to help 

out in any way they can.  

 

The ways I’ve mentioned above are also ways I’ve seen “Living Jesus everyday” in action at St. Stephen. Being 

a follower of Jesus means learning about what Jesus said, and taught, and did, which happens most often on 

Sundays. Being a follower of Jesus also means that we take what we have learned about Jesus and live it out 

every day of the week. “Living” is an action, it’s a verb in motion. More importantly, it is an ongoing action. 

There is no end point. “Living Jesus everyday” is not something that we only do on Sundays. It is something we 

do every day. 

 

“Living Jesus everyday” is also aspirational. You may not feel right now that you are following what Jesus 

says every single day. That’s OK. As our Gospel lesson on July 19 said about a mustard seed, even small faith 

can eventually grow into something huge like a tree. 

 

Also at this planning meeting, council talked about our vision and mission state-

ment. It was decided that no changes were needed to our vision statement. As 

for our mission statement, it was decided to emphasize a new word and add two 

words. We decided to emphasize with capital letters the word “celebrate” and 

add the words “and invite” after “welcome.” Our mission statement is now: 

 
Our mission is to CELEBRATE God’s presence among us through Word 
and Sacrament, WELCOME and invite people in the love of Jesus 
Christ, NOURISH them in faith, and send them out to SERVE in Je-
sus’s name. 
 

(Continued on the last page) 

A friend is one of the 

nicest things you can 

have, and one of the best 

things you can be. 

—Douglas Pagels 
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4 Abby Kriser 

5 Norm Snyder 

6 Wayne Lesher 

8 Cade Bucht 

 Jordan Montgomery 

10 Renee Dixon 

14 Kathy Buckley 

16 Margaret Sheffer 

19 Gloria Kandle 

21 Declan Lewis 

26 Char Seifert  

27 Freddy Baldwin 

28 Nancy Beyerhelm 

29 Rebecca Bossenbroek 

  

11 Jim & Julie Dartt 

15 Brian & Karen Holmes 

26 Jim & Char Seifert 

29 Mike & Vickie Borta 

31 Terry & Nancy Greiner 

The Pub Theology Group will be meeting on Thursday, August 20 at 7:00pm. The discussion questions as well as the 

location or Zoom link and instructions will be emailed as the date nears and posted on our website 

(www.StStephenOnline.org). New members are always welcome!  If you are not on the church email list and would like 

to be, please contact the church office, 517-321-2244 or Office@StStephenOnline.org. 

Pub Theology Group 

The Faith Book Group will meet on Tuesday, August 18 at 6:00pm (via Zoom) to discuss Searching for Sunday by Rachel Held Evans and in September 

we decided to read Dear Church:  A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the U.S., date to be determined. If you’d like 

to join in, please contact Margaret Sheffer (Sheffer.1283@yahoo.com) 

Faith Book Group 

Thanks to our Advent House ministry, 100 bagged lunches were prepared for Advent House for the fifth Sunday of May, which Advent House staff 

and volunteers distributed.  

Advent House 

A special Happy 97th Birthday to Wayne Lesher! 

mailto:Sheffer.1283@yahoo.com
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If you would like communion brought to you, please reach out to Pastor Alex. Either he or a designated person will 

bring you communion. Only the wafer will be brought, which will be wrapped in plastic. Other safety measures such as 

wearing a mask and gloves will also be observed. 

In-Home Communion Available 

We appreciate your consistent generosity as we have been navigating different ways to connect and worship during this pandemic. For those send-

ing checks, know that mail is being opened weekly, and your gifts are securely locked away until offering counters can safely meet to tally and 

deposit your contributions (bi-weekly). Thank you also to those who have utilized Simply Giving and/or GivePlus+. (We are now also able to receive 

funds via credit card.) Your faithfulness reflects your commitment to be Christ’s church in a hurting world!  

Thank You for Your Faithfulness 

Dear St Stephen Family, 

 

There’s no masking when it comes to saying THANK YOU! The Northwest Lansing Lutheran Food Bank is singing with joy, 

giving praise and thanks to God for your abundant generosity. Your gift of $203.00 will certainly help others “put on a 

happy face” with food to nourish their bodies. “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat”. Matt 25:35 

 

Together in Christ, 

Claudia Cameron, Food Bank Volunteer-Treasurer 

Food Bank                 Claudia Cameron 
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Northwest Lansing Lutheran Food Bank 

Thank you for generously supporting our second offerings in June designated for the Northwest Lansing Lutheran Food Bank housed at St Stephen 

Lutheran Church. Your gifts in June totaled $203. Through this partnership with other Lutheran congregations in our community we serve those at 

risk and provide much needed relief.   

 

Trinity Lutheran Seminary 

During the month of August, our second offerings will support Trinity Lutheran Seminary at Capital University in Columbus OH. Trinity is one of sev-

en ELCA seminaries. Below is the latest communication from Dean Kit Kleinhans. Thank you for your support! 

Finance Matters            Rebecca Bossenbroek, Treasurer 

Trinity’s New Beginnings July 22, 2020 
Light Dawns on a Weary World 

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 

darkness but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 

 

We sang Mary Louise Bringle’s hymn “Light Dawns on a Weary World” in one of the online worship ser-

vices I attended on Sunday: 

 

Light dawns on a weary world 

When eyes begin to see all people’s dignity. 
Light dawns on a weary world: 
The promised day of justice comes. 
 

“Weary world” is such an apt descriptor for the times we live in. We are a world weary of the ongoing 

pandemic; weary of mounting infection and death counts; weary of adjusting our daily lives to mitigate 

health risks; weary of uncertainty. We are a world weary of systemic racism; weary of ongoing injustice; 

weary of unnecessary deaths; weary of hate. And, as people of faith, many of us are weary of constant 

debates about the value of individual freedoms compared to the call to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

 

Dr. Bringle’s hymn names our weariness and also interrupts it with images of a better, brighter reality:  

 

Light dawns on a weary world …                      
Love grows in a weary world …  

Hope blooms in a weary world …  

 

Hope blooms in a weary world …  

 

Just as our weariness is tangible, something we experience bodily, so the vision of the future God intends for us is also tangible, bodily: 

 

The trees shall clap their hands;  
The dry lands, gush with springs; 
The hills and mountains shall break forth with singing! 
We shall go out in joy, 
And be led forth in peace, 
As all the world in wonder echoes shalom.                                                                                          (Continued on next page) 
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(Continued) 

For me, singing these words is already the beginning of the dawning light. Song summons us out of our weariness, out of our isolation, into commu-

nity. Of course, Bringle’s hymn is not the only song to express this. James Weldon Johnson captured the movement from weariness and loss into 

renewed life and community in his hymn “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” especially in the powerful phrases, “God of our weary years, God of our silent 

tears, Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way …” 

 

The light that dawns on our weary world is Jesus Christ, who said, “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12). And that same Jesus said to his follow-

ers, “You are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:14). Even in our weariness, we are called both to trust in the Light and to reflect and shine that light 

in the world around us. 

 

The Rev. Kathryn A. Kleinhans, Ph.D. 

Dean 

Folashaday (Fola), one of St. Stephen’s early Kids Hope mentees celebrated her graduation in June from Sexton High School! (pictured below 

right)  Fola and Angie Bennett (pictured below left)  partnered together in either the second or third year of our Kid’s Hope program, when Fola was 

in first grade, and they continued through her sixth grade year at Sheridan.  In addition to her studies, Fola was involved in Sexton’s theater, ten-

nis, and wrestling programs. She is weighing a couple options, but will 

likely attend Lansing Community College this fall.  

Kids Hope—Congratulations Graduate! 
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Saturday, August 1, 2020: Isaiah 44:1-5 
 
Sunday, August 2, 2020: Matthew 14:13-21 
Monday, August 3, 2020: Psalm 78:1-8, 17-29 
Tuesday, August 4, 2020: Deuteronomy 26:1-15 
Wednesday, August 5, 2020: Psalm 78:1-8, 17-29 
Thursday, August 6, 2020: Acts 17:10-15 
Friday, August 7, 2020: 1 Kings 18:17-19, 30-40 
Saturday. August 8, 2020: Matthew 16:1-4 
 
Sunday, August 9, 2020: Matthew 14:22-33 
Monday, August 10, 2020: 2 Peter 2:4-10 
Tuesday, August 11, 2020: Genesis 19:1-29 
Wednesday, August 12, 2020: Job 36:24-33; 37:14-24 
Thursday, August 13, 2020: Revelation 15:1-4 
Friday, August 14, 2020: Isaiah 63:15-19 
Saturday, August 15, 2020: Psalm 67 
 
Sunday, August 16, 2020: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 
Monday, August 17, 2020: 2 Kings 5:1-14 
Tuesday, August 18, 2020: Romans 11:13-29 
Wednesday, August 19, 2020: Psalm 87 
Thursday, August 20, 2020: 1 Corinthians 6:1-11 
Friday, August 21, 2020: 2 Corinthians 10:12-18 
Saturday,August 22, 2020: Ezekiel 36:33-38 
 
Sunday, August 23, 2020: Matthew 16:13-20 
Monday, August 24, 2020: 1 Samuel 7:3-13 
Tuesday, August 25, 2020: Romans 11:33-36 
Wednesday, August 26, 2020: Psalm 18:1-3, 20-32 
Thursday, August 27, 2020: Ephesians 5:1-6 
Friday, August 28, 2020: Jeremiah 15:1-9 
Saturday, August 29, 2020: Matthew 8:14-17 
 
Sunday, August 30, 2020: Matthew 16:21-28 
Monday, August 31, 2020: 2 Samuel 11:2-2 
 

REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS 
for August 

 



Council Meeting via Zoom 

Sunday, August 16 

12:15 pm 

Staff Members 

Alex Aivars, Pastor      pastoralex@ststephenonline.org 

Renee Dixon, Office Manager     office@ststephenonline.org 

 

Council Members 

Jackie Williams-Armstrong, President    jacquelynwa@gmail.com 

Margaret Sheffer, Recording Secretary             sheffer.1283@yahoo.com 

Rebecca Bossenbroek, Treasurer    rebeccabossenbroek@comcast.net 

Brian Yusten, Facility Development Team Leader   brianyusten@yahoo.com 

Amber Rathbun, Financial Development     mcpherson613@gmail.com 

Gary Hansen, WELCOME Ministry Development   garyandjune@gmail.com 

Julie Dartt, NOURISH Ministry Development   juliedartt@gmail.com 

Sarah Holland, SERVE Ministry Development   saraha.holland@gmail.com 

Lynn Kriser, Leadership Development Team Leader  knitterlynn@gmail.com 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church 
2900 North Waverly Road, Lansing, MI 48906 

Phone: 517-321-2244          Fax:  517-321-2632 

 

Email:  office@StStephenOnline.org 

Website:  StStephenOnline.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ststephenlutheran/ 

 

Pastor Alex’s Office Hours: Mondays & Wednesdays, 10am - 2pm 

Renee’s Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 2 - 5pm 

In-Person Worship in the Fellowship Hall: Sundays at 10:00 am 

Worship also Livestreamed on our Facebook Page 
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OR CURRENT OCCUPANT 

(Continued from front page) 
 

Over my 4 years of seminary I served various roles in many different churches. I found that churches who had a good sense of who they were, 

and had mission and vision statements that reflected this, were better able to meet the challenges before them. Churches that were not able to 

meet the challenges before them were churches who did not talk about their mission and vision statements or did not have vision and mission 

statements that accurately reflected who they were. 

 

As we move through the turmoil of so much change and unrest in this country, it is my hope that the new tag line and small modifications to the 

mission statement help bind us together. 

 

We are a people you can count on, living Jesus every day. We do this by celebrating, welcoming and inviting, nourishing, and serving people 

both in our congregation and outside it. 

 

Peace and blessings, 

Pastor Alex 


