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October Newsletter 2022 

The Open Door 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the  

world with Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

The Little Blessings Preschoolers are off to an awe-

some start! We are enjoying each smiling face as 

they enter school each day full of potential for 

learning and growing. In October we are looking 

forward to Donuts with Dad, a visit from the firemen, school 

pictures, and learning more about Jesus! We are thankful 

for Pastor Jeremy’s weekly visits. He tells how Jesus took the 

punishment for all the bad things we do so we can go to 

see him someday. He loves us so much! We are excited to 

learn our letters, numbers, shapes, fine and large motor 

skills, and how to be a good friend to others. We are 

blessed and we thank you for your prayer and financial 

support of our children’s ministry! Here is a picture of our af-

ternoon class outside, we were missing 3 students; 

and our morning class, we were missing 2 students.              

                             Blessings, Traci 

JOIN US 

Every Sunday 

Contemporary Service 8:45am 

Traditional Service 10:45am 

Adult and Children 

Sunday School 9:50am 

3:16 Youth Group 7pm 

Mondays 

Praise Band Practice 7pm 

Wednesdays 

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 

Women’s Bible Study 9am 

Prek-8th grade classes 6:00pm 

WORD 6:30pm & 7:30 pm 

Choir Practice 7pm 

Bell Choir Practice 8pm 

Thursdays 

Community Supper 5:30pm 

Pastor Appreciation 
Potluck Sunday October 9th at 11:45am following service 

in the Fellowship Hall. Meat will be provided by 

the SPPRC. Last names of A-M are asked to 

bring a side dish/salad/vegetable; N-Z a dessert. 

Little Blessings Preschool 
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 From Jeff’s Desk 

There are at least two kinds of faith. The first faith is transactional faith. It 

can be summarized in two words: “Help me!” We find ourselves in a 

messed-up, mixed-up, hectic world plagued by sin and death, and it 

touches every part of our lives, families, and communities. However, in the prosperity 

of the United States of America, we can almost manage to insulate ourselves from our 

need through some combination of achievement and addiction. We sit on the fence 

between education and entertainment in an endless quest for the short-lived experi-

ences of the so-called good life, turning to the gods of self-help when they seem to 

suit our situation. 

Somewhere along the way, either through the memories of our childhood churches or 

faith-filled grandparents or some kind of midlife tragedy, we wake up to our deep 

need. By the mercy of God, we are found by the grace of God, and we wake up to 

his transformationing presence in this tragic world. We discover the two words and we 

begin speaking them to God: “Help me!” 

And God helps us. We develop a transactional religion, which grows into a personal 

relationship with God and we begin to grow in the grace of God. We learn to de-

pend on God as we bring him our needs and the needs of others, crying out with ever

-growing confidence, “Help me!” While this is a good and necessary stage of faith, 

most people never go beyond it. 

We get stuck, hindered in development, with lives consumed by the cares and con-

cerns of our broken lives in this broken world. We do our best, striving to be commit-

ted, living in this world on its terms while calling on the resources of heaven to help us 

endure it. Faith can become weary and even stale in this world as we learn to endure 

what we can’t understand and to trust what we cannot see. 

It brings us to the second kind of faith. Let’s call it transcendent faith. It, too, can be 

spoken in two words: “Have me!” This is the faith of surrender and consecration. 

Again, the greatest leap of faith is not from unbelief to belief, but from commitment to 

consecration. This is the faith of abandon. It comes from an unwillingness to tolerate 

the gap between the promises and possibilities we see in the Word of God and the 

wreckage and despair in the world we live in. 

Perhaps the best summary of transcendent faith comes from Paul’s letter to the Gala-

tian Christians when he said, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, 

but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). This way of transcendent faith is 

available to anyone, but few take the invitation, and yet this is 

the faith of impossible things. Hebrews 11, indeed, the whole of Scripture, overflows 

with images of “Have me!” faith. 
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 Memorial Youth 

      It’s been busy with the 

beginning of the school year but we 

are off to a good start!  

Enjoy some pictures from our church 

youth events like the Livin’ Out Loud 

concert, WOW Kick Off Party, Sunday 

Night Youth Group, WOW, and Bingo 

Night at Kinship Pointe.  
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Breeze 

Bible Studies 

This summer we began to utilize a new 

church management system in the      

office called “Breeze”. Office staff have 

slowly began utilizing it to communicate 

and to schedule volunteers. 

If you need to update any of your 

contact information notify the 

church office or stop by the new   

information station located in the 

Friendship Room at the back of 

the sanctuary. 

Thank you to Rick Klug for his time 

and talents in constructing the 

new cabinet! 

Parenting Bible Study— Starting October 12 there will be a 6 week parenting 

bible study offered on Wednesday evenings. Supper will be served in the      

fellowship hall at 6:00pm followed by 

the study in the library until 7:30pm. 

Nursery will be available for babies 

and toddlers. Classes for preschool 

up to 8th grade are offered during 

that time also. Parents can contact 

Kelli or the church office to sign up. 

 

Men’s Weekly Bible Study—Wednesday mornings 6:30am in the fellowship hall. 

Women’s Weekly Bible Study—Wednesday mornings 9:30am in the library. 

Contact Debra Kelley for more information. 

Monthly Women’s Bible Study—Dates and times vary; contact Kelli Jensen. 
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Sunday School 

Worship On Wednesdays 

Young Adult Sunday School—Brittany Gohl and Kim Gohl will begin a young 

adult Sunday School Oct 2. Our goal is to create a space and fellowship time 

for young adults that have transitioned out of youth group up to adults that 

have kids in Sunday School. 

Adult Sunday School—Julie Gillespie leads an adult Sunday School between 

services. The group meets in the fellowship hall to accommodate the high 

numbers that participate! 

Children’s Sunday School—Sara LaBrie, Karey Graves and youth helpers lead 

Sunday school for preschool-5th grade between services 9:50am-10:40am.  

The group meets upstairs in the youth center. Gospel Project curriculum is   

utilized Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings for WOW. 

The best problem to have is trying to manage 70+ kids once a week! Our 

classrooms are overflowing and Jesus is working miracles by providing      

volunteers each week and guidance for our teachers and help.  

We have volunteers in the kitchen that serve and clean up each week but 

one way the congregation can help is by sitting with the kids during supper. 

This is a fantastic opportunity to meet prayer partners! Come at 6:00, ask the 

kids about their day and their lives and enjoy a meal with them! No need to 

sign up, just show up! Contact Kelli with any questions. 
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Community Supper 

Every Thursday our church prepares and serves a meal to any-

one in the community. Volunteers start preparation of the food 

at 2pm Thursday afternoons. There are three devoted drivers 

that deliver 50+ meals to those that are shut-ins or homebound; 

and then at 5:30pm volunteers begin serving to another 50+ that come to the 

church Fellowship Hall. Other volunteers can also be found fellowshipping with 

attendees during the meal and then washing dishes and cleaning the kitchen. 

If you are able to volunteer your time only once or up to every week the help 

would be greatly appreciated! Contact community supper coordinator 

Marge Daniel for more information 308-340-0705. 

Nursery Notes 

The church provides a nursery space and nursery attendant 

every Sunday starting at 8:30am until noon during services and 

Sunday School hour. Services are also streamed in the nursery. 

The nursery is located on the main level towards the north part 

of the church. Our current nursery attendants (Morgan Keith, 

Zoe Francescato, and Amanda Braun) rotate weeks and will 

also be providing nursery for the upcoming parenting Bible study.  

Stop by the nursery and thank our attendants! 

Helping Hand 
Thanks to the many volunteers that make the store possible, in 2021 The  Help-

ing Hand Thrift Store was able to donate to 46 different missions! The store will 

be in need of extra help when the Christmas Room opens Nov 1st. Men and 

women are welcome to help during the months of Nov and Dec. 

If you are willing to volunteer your time for a 3 hour shift you can contact  

Marilyn Goodenberger (308-340-7047), Kathy Eaton (308-350-0512),  

Marilyn Anderson (308-350-0438) or Darlene Loper (308-340-3046). 
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Employee Spotlight 

Shary Skiles has been the church treasurer for 

over 20 years. Her hard work and dedication to 

keeping the books of the church arcuate and or-

ganized is such a blessing.  Often times, work like 

this goes unnoticed but we wanted to make sure 

people knew how much we appreciate every-

thing that Shary has done over the years in ser-

vice to the church it’s people. 

Shary and her husband Doug love spending time 

with their new grand baby, Owen, in Papillion, NE. When they are not visit-

ing Owen, they spend their free time at their cabin at the Cambridge 

Lake.  Shary also loves dogs.  

The next time you see Shary, please thank her for her years of service and 

dedication to this church and it’s people and tell her how much she is ap-

preciated! Thanks Shary! 

Save the Dates 

Nov 20 : Community Thanksgiving Service  

hosted by the Red Willow Co. Ministerial Alliance 

at Memorial United Methodist Church.  

More details to come! 

Oct 31 : Trunk or Treat. Plan to decorate your car 

trunk and enjoy fellowship in the parking lot! Watch 

the bulletin & announcements for more information. 

Nov 16 : Operation Christmas Child  

Shoebox packing, supper and fellowship. 

Donation list located in the Friendship Room. 



 8 

 

**If you would prefer to receive this publication via mail,  

please contact the Church Office and we will update your information** 

Care packs for displaced or homeless             

individuals were packaged by the WORD 

groups. Packs are located in the Friendship 

Room for anyone to handout.  

A list of needed items for the care packs can 

be found at the Information Center. 

To receive Pastor Jeff’s Daily   

Devotions please email pastor at  

pastorjeff@mccookumc.org  

and ask to be added to the daily         

devotion list. 

Vanco 

If you would like to give online, please 

visit our website mccookumc.com and 

click on the Vanco link to give from 

your pc or download the Vanco 

Google Play or Apple App by clicking 

the icons.  

Memorial United Methodist Church 

Lead Pastor 
Jeff Kelley 

Phone (402)873-8190 
Email jeff@mccookumc.org 

Youth and Family Pastor  
Jeremy LaBrie 

Phone (402) 209-0415  
Email jeremy.labrie@yahoo.com 

Office Manager 
Phone (308)345-2445 

Email office@mccookumc.org 

2022 Lay Leadership 

Council Chair– Todd Thieszen 

Recording Secretary-Jane Shield 

Lay Member of AC-Howard Kool 

Lay Member of AC-Gene Weedin 

Lay Leader-Dave Winder 

Financial Secretary-Marlene Foster 

Treasurer-Shary Skiles 

Education Chair-Dee Premer 

Youth Team-Matt Wiemers 

Worship Chair- 

Community Supper-Bonnie Brown 

Community Supper-Marge Daniels 

Endowment Chair-Greg Wolford 

Scholarship Chair-Colleen Olson 

Memorial Chair-Kristi Clapp 

Care Team-Alice Harpst 

Stewardship & Finance-Tom Bredvick 

UMW President-Marge Daniels 

PPRC Chair-Jeff Crick 

Trustees Chair-Bruce Wilcox 

Membership Secretary-Kathy Eaton 

Outreach Coordinator  
Kelli Jensen 

Phone (308)340-1011 
Email jensen.jk@hotmail.com 

105 East E Street 
McCook, NE 69001 

Phone (308)345 -2445 
Email office@mccookumc.org                


