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November Newsletter 2022 

The Open Door 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the  

world with Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

We had a wonderful month at Preschool. We had 

donuts with Dad or someone special and the fire-

men came to teach us about fire safety. We also 

learned letters Dd-Hh, numbers, and our names. 

Pastor Jeremy has led us through  studying creation, Noah’s 

Ark, and the Tower of Babel. We are so Blessed by our stu-

dents and their families! We look forward to counting all 

that we are thankful for in November. We will be taking 

food to the food pantry Nov. 29th and preparing for our 

Christmas Program Dec. 4th. Thank you for your prayers for 

our children’s ministry.                             Blessings to all, Traci 

JOIN US 

Every Sunday 

Contemporary Service 8:45am 

Traditional Service 10:45am 

Adult and Children 

Sunday School 9:50am 

3:16 Youth Group 7pm 

Mondays 

Praise Band Practice 7pm 

Wednesdays 

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 

Women’s Bible Study 9am 

Prek-8th grade classes 6:00pm 

WORD 6:30pm & 7:30 pm 

Choir Practice 7pm 

Bell Choir Practice 8pm 

Thursdays 

Community Supper 5:30pm 

Little Blessings Preschool 
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 From Jeff’s Desk 

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is 

the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.”  Ephesians 2:8-9 

Whether you’re on the front porch, the back porch, or anyplace else, for that 
matter, God is with you. Whether you’re enjoying a big country breakfast, a sim-
ple picnic lunch, or an old-fashioned barbeque cookout, God is right there, al-
ways ready to guide your steps and hear your prayers. Whether your style is 
country-fried or citified, high fashioned or no-fashioned, grits or gourmet, God’s 
grace is absolutely free for the asking, paid in full. No shoes, no shirt, no problem
-He loves you just as you are. 

John Newton had already experienced God’s transforming power when he 
penned “Amazing Grace,” which is not only one of the most recognizable 
hymns in the English language, but also a favorite in small-town country church-
es from sea to shining sea. The hymn’s message is as fresh today as it was on 
that day it was written. Newton understood that God’s grace is sufficient to 
meet our every need. And we should understand it too. 

No matter our circumstances, no matter our personal histories, no matter our 
frailties and faults, the Lord loves us. Since all of us are sinners, we need His 
grace. And when we entrust our hearts and lives to Him, we can rest assured 
that He will pilot us safely home. Amazing. 

God is the giver, and we are the receivers. 
And His richest gifts are bestowed not upon those 

Who do the greatest things, but upon those 
Who accept His abundance and His grace. 

   HANNAH WHITHALL SMITH 

Amazing grace, How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me. 

I once was lost, but now I am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 

 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved. 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed. 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares 
I have already come, 

'Tis grace has brought me safe thus far 
And grace will lead me home. 

 

When we've been there ten thousand years 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We've no less days to sing God's praise 
Than when we've first begun. 

I wish you Jesus 
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 Memorial Youth 

GAMES 

FELLOWSHIP 

PRAYER 

SERVING THE COMMUNITY 

And, of 

course... 

 FUN! 
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Bible Studies 

Worship On Wednesdays 

Sunday School 9:50-10:40am 

Men’s Weekly Bible Study—Wednesday mornings 6:30am in the fellowship hall. 

Women’s Weekly Bible Study—Wednesday mornings 9:30am in the library. A 

new 4-week study on prayer begins Nov. 2nd. Advent study begins Nov. 30th. 

Contact Debra Kelley for more information. 

Monthly Women’s Bible Study—Dates and times vary; contact Kelli Jensen. 

Young Adult Sunday School—Brittany Gohl and Kim Gohl lead a young adult 

Sunday School in the library. Our goal is to create a space and fellowship 

time for young adults that have transitioned out of youth group up to adults 

that have kids in Sunday School. 

Adult Sunday School—Julie Gillespie leads an adult Sunday School in the fel-

lowship hall to accommodate the high numbers that participate! 

Children’s Sunday School—Sara LaBrie, Karey Graves and youth helpers lead 

Sunday school for preschool-5th grade. The group meets upstairs in the youth 

center. Gospel Project curriculum is utilized Sunday mornings and Wednes-

day evenings for WOW. 

Our classrooms are overflowing and Jesus is working miracles by providing      

volunteers each week and guidance for our teachers and help.  

We have volunteers in the kitchen that serve and clean up each week but 

one way the congregation can help is by sitting with the kids during supper. 

This is a fantastic opportunity to meet prayer partners! Come at 6:00, ask the 

kids about their day and their lives and enjoy a meal with them! No need to 

sign up, just show up! Contact Kelli with any questions. 

A monthly parent letter is posted to the church website (mccookumc.com) 

to communicate upcoming events, holiday breaks or things the kids have 

been learning about. Make sure to check it out! 
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 Wednesday, November 16  

    Join us as we gather to pack shoe boxes for 

Operation Christmas Child! The  WHOLE congregation is welcome to this 

event. Supper will be at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall followed by packing 

the shoe boxes. In the past we have packed 100 boxes and this year we 

have a goal of 150! If you would like to donate items to be packed in the 

boxes you can find a list of items listed below. Please bring items to the 

church by Sunday, November 13 so we will have time to shop for remaining 

items needed. If you would like to donate to cover postage expenses you 

can drop the donation by the church office.  

For any questions contact Kelli or Jeremy. 

Christmas Outreach 

SAMARITANSPURSE.ORG/OCC 
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Community Outreach 

Community Supper 

Every Thursday our church prepares and serves a meal to any-

one in the community. Volunteers start preparation of the food 

at 2pm Thursday afternoons.  

If you are able to volunteer your time only once or up to every 

week the help would be greatly appreciated! Contact community supper  

coordinator Marge Daniel for more information 308-340-0705. 

    Sunday, November 20 at 5:00 pm  we will be hosting a 

    Community Thanksgiving Service at 5:00 pm in the  

    Sanctuary. Special music, a message of thanksgiving, 

and prayers of thanksgiving will be offered from local pastors throughout the 

service. Refreshments following down in the Fellowship Hall. 

Moving Forward 
 The Forward Committee was created to help organize informational 

meetings about the issues facing the United Methodist Church. We held 

three informational meetings. 

 After the church members voted to leave the United Methodist Church, 

the role of the Forward Committee changed. As we look to the future of our 

church, the committee will try to determine what church members feel is im-

portant about this particular church. Second, they will try to determine which 

direction (independent or Methodist denomination) the members would 

prefer the Church to follow. And finally, the committee will be looking at 

providing specific information to the members about the different denomi-

nations we may consider joining. 

 In order to learn the opinions of the church members, the committee 

has created a survey that all members will have an opportunity to fill out. 

 If you would like to be part of the Forward Committee, please contact 

Gene Weedin @ 308.340.5746 or @ geneweedin51@gmail.com 
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Employee Spotlight 
 We would like to introduce our new office 

manager, Mindy Malcom. She and her husband 

Dave and their three children Ella, Major, and 

Ruth have attended our church for 3 years. For 

the past 16 years Mindy has been coordinating 

time and space for her family to keep company 

with Jesus and now she is excited to do that 

with us. Please stop in the office to say “hi” and 

introduce yourself anytime! 

Save the Date 

Nursery Notes 
The church provides a nursery space and nursery attendant 

every Sunday starting at 8:30am until noon during services and 

Sunday School hour. Services are also streamed in the nursery. 

The nursery is located on the main level towards the north part 

of the church. 

Helping Hand 

The Christmas Room opens November 1st! 

If you are willing to volunteer your time for a 3 hour shift you can contact  

Marilyn Goodenberger (308-340-7047), Kathy Eaton (308-350-0512),  

Marilyn Anderson (308-350-0438) or Darlene Loper (308-340-3046). 

Dec 4 : Light Parade Outreach Event 

 Kelli will be asking for cookie donations and volunteers  

 to help serve cookies and hot chocolate for the parade! 



 8 

 

Care packs for displaced or homeless             in-

dividuals were packaged by the WORD groups. 

Packs are located in the Friendship Room for an-

yone to handout.  

A list of needed items for the care packs can be 

found at the Information Center. 

To receive Pastor Jeff’s Daily   

Devotions please email pastor at  

pastorjeff@mccookumc.org  

and ask to be added to the daily         

devotion list. 

Vanco 

If you would like to give online, please 

visit our website mccookumc.com and 

click on the Vanco link to give from 

your pc or download the Vanco 

Google Play or Apple App by clicking 

the icons.  

Memorial United Methodist Church 

Lead Pastor 
Jeff Kelley 

Phone (402)873-8190 
Email jeff@mccookumc.org 

Youth and Family Pastor  
Jeremy LaBrie 

Phone (402) 209-0415  
Email jeremy.labrie@yahoo.com 

Office Manager 
Mindy Malcom 

Phone (308)345-2445 
Email office@mccookumc.org 

2022 Lay Leadership 

Council Chair– Todd Thieszen 

Recording Secretary-Jane Shield 

Lay Member of AC-Howard Kool 

Lay Member of AC-Gene Weedin 

Lay Leader-Dave Winder 

Financial Secretary-Marlene Foster 

Treasurer-Shary Skiles 

Education Chair-Dee Premer 

Youth Team-Matt Wiemers 

Worship Chair- 

Community Supper-Bonnie Brown 

Community Supper-Marge Daniels 

Endowment Chair-Greg Wolford 

Scholarship Chair-Colleen Olson 

Memorial Chair-Kristi Clapp 

Care Team-Alice Harpst 

Stewardship & Finance-Tom Bredvick 

UMW President-Marge Daniels 

PPRC Chair-Jeff Crick 

Trustees Chair-Bruce Wilcox 

Membership Secretary-Kathy Eaton 

Outreach Coordinator  
Kelli Jensen 

Phone (308)340-1011 
Email jensen.jk@hotmail.com 

105 East E Street 
McCook, NE 69001 

Phone (308)345 -2445 
Email office@mccookumc.org                

If you would prefer to receive this publication via mail,  

please contact the Church Office and we will update your information. 


