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If you would prefer to receive this publication via email only, please email the 

Church Office at: office@mccookumc.org and we will update your information** 

If you would like to be added to the PRAYER TEAM 

please email pastor at pastorjeff@mccookumc.org  

and provide him with your name, cell phone num-

ber and you cell phone service provider (ex. Verizon, 

Viaero, Sprint ect.).   

If you do not have a cell phone please call Pastor Jeff 

at the Church (308) 345-2445 

To receive Pastor Jeff’s Daily Devotions 
please email pastor at  

pastorjeff@mccookumc.org  

and ask to be added to the daily         
devotion list. 

 

Give Plus  

If you are already familiar with Give Plus and 
would like to set up your giving account now, 

please visit the church website mccookumc.com 
and click on the link: Give Plus  Or Visit your 

phone app store for the GivePlus app. 

Memorial United Methodist Church 
105 East E Street 

McCook, NE 69001 
Phone (308)345 -2445 

Email office@mccookumc.org                

Lead Pastor Jeff Kelley 
Phone (402)873-8190 

Email pastorjeff@mccookumc.org 

Youth and Family Pastor Jeremy LaBrie 
Phone (402) 209-0415  

Email jeremy.labrie@yahoo.com 

Office Manager Nancy Ridlen 
Phone (308)345-2445 

Email office@mccookumc.org 

2021 Lay Leadership 

Council Chair– Todd Thieszen 
Recording Secretary-Jane Shield 
Lay Member of AC-Howard Kool 
Lay Member of AC-Gene Weedin 
Lay Leader-Dave Winder 
Financial Secretary-Marlene Foster 
Treasurer-Shary Skiles 
Education Chair-Dee Premer 
Youth Team-Matt Wiemers 
Worship Chair-Brenda McGuire 
Community Supper-Bonnie Brown 
Community Supper-Marge Daniels 
Endowment Chair-Greg Wolford 
Scholarship Chair-Colleen Olson 
Memorial Chair-Kristi Clapp 
Care Team-Alice Harpst 
Stewardship & Finance-Tom Bredvick 
UMW President-Marge Daniels 
PPRC Chair-Jeff Crick 
Trustees Chair-Bruce Wilcox 
Membership Secretary-Kathy Eaton 
 

Outreach Coordinator Kelli Jensen 
Phone (308)345-2445 

Email jensen.jk@hotmail.com 
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The Open Door 
• Ash Wednesday-March 2nd  7am & 6:30pm (supper at 6pm) 

• Palm Sunday– April 10th  8:15am & 10:30am 

• Family Dinner– April 13th  6pm 

• Maundy Thursday- April 14th 7pm 

• Good Friday- April 15th  7pm 

• Easter Sunrise Service- April 17th 7am TBD (at Airport) 

• Youth Breakfast to follow Sunrise Service 

• Easter Celebration- April 17th 8:15am & 10:30am 

Newsletter 

Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world with Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

-Traci Wiemers is a certified teacher with a BA in Elementary Education with an        
endorsement in EarlyChildhood. Her MA is in Special Education. She has loved 
teaching preschool for 25 years. Her passion is to watch each child grow and learn. 

We are thankful that you are         
considering Little Blessings as your 
child’s preschool. We promise to have 
a happy and safe learning               
environment for your child. 
 
Our mission is to help 3- to 5-year-old 
children develop socially, cognitively, 
emotionally, creatively, physically, and 
spiritually. Please call us at 345-6335 
for further information or to enroll in 
Little Blessings Preschool. 

-Renee Brown has a BA in Behavioral Science, she has 
taught 3 years in public school and has been enriching 
little ones lives at Little Blessings for 2 years. She is very       
creative ways to help each child learn. 

http://mccookumc.com/give-plus
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Memorial Youth 

Youth and Family Pastor Jeremy LaBrie 

It’s been a while since we were able to send out a newsletter, so we have a lot to catch up on! It’s been a great 

fall/winter semester at the church for the youth.  The normal ‘week in and week out’ of Wednesday Night     

programs have been rolling right along.  Wednesday night consists of our Pre-K through 8th graders that meet at 

the church at 6pm along with our adult studies led by Kelli Jensen.  We feed them, play some games, sing some 

songs, and then they are off to their respective classrooms. 

This year’s volunteers have been so great to work with! Christi Evans heads up the pre-K through 1st graders 

along with Anna Gray as a class aid.  Terri Gray leads the 2nd through 4th graders with Debra Kelly as the class aid, 

and at times Wendi Goodenberger joins the fun. The 5th through 7th graders is led by Kelcy Ruggles along with 

Katie Anthony as the class aid.  Pastor Jeff leads the 8th graders for Confirmation class.   

The meal we serve is provided by the church and we have some terrific help in the kitchen to serve the kiddos.  

Susan Moreau, Steve and Patty Keene, Chris and Ashley Vontz, Dave Fulkerson, Justin Jensen, Sara LaBrie, Greg 

and Pam Wolford, Brenda Kinkaid, Tad and Kristen Puckett, and Bob Ihrig have all pitched in and helped serve 

throughout the year. 

Sara LaBrie heads up the music in the Chapel along with Justin Jensen and Dave Fulkerson.  

Dee Premer and Kelli Jensen play a huge part in making the night go smooth as well!  

Wednesday Night also consists of our W.O.R.D. youth group for the high schoolers.  The freshman class meet at 

our house at 6:30pm, the sophomores and Juniors gather at Colby and Christine Claflin’s house at 7:15pm and 

the Seniors meet at Dirk and Sandra Grays house at 7:30pm along with Mary Jo Overton. 

As you can see, Wednesday Night Church at the Memorial United Methodist Church is busy, and it takes A LOT 

of help to make it happen. A huge thanks to everyone involved in making Wednesday Night Church a success.  

Spreading the hope we have in Jesus Christ while having a blast is what Wednesday Night Church is all about. 

If you want to be a part of Wednesday Night Church as a volunteer or want to attend the adult study class, 

please contact the church office at 345-2445 and ask for Kelli Jensen or myself.  

-Trunk or Treat 

This year’s ‘Trunk or Treat’ event did not disappoint! We had hundreds of kids come through the church parking 

lot to enjoy some candy, hot chocolate, and yummy soup! We had several “Trunkers” and volunteers show up 

that evening to help serve our community.  Thanks to the “Trunkers” and volunteers to make it a success!  

-Youth Breakfast 

Every month, the youth serve the church breakfast between services down in the fellowship hall.  A free will  

donation is collected to help pay for the food and any additional proceeds are given to missions.  Thank you for 

supporting our youth by joining us for breakfast monthly!  
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Meet Our New Office Manager, Nancy Ridlen 

Nancy Ridlen is our new Office Manager.  Nancy and her husband Ron live in Palisade, NE.  

They have two twin boys and 3 grandsons with another on the way.  Nancy has lived in  

Southwestern Nebraska most of her life and loves it here. Ron and Nancy also have livestock 

and farm. She likes to collect cookbooks, plant flowers, work in the yard, and playing with her 

dog and cats.  

We are so happy to have Nancy on staff with us here at the church. Nancy is well connected 

to the community and everyone enjoys being around her. She is a quick learner and enjoys 

working at the church.  

If you haven’t had an opportunity to introduce yourself to Nancy please come by the church  

office to say hello or call the church at 345-2445. Nancy is in the office Monday through Friday 

from 9am-4pm (closed the noon hour).  
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Familiar Face, New Position!  

We are excited to announce that Kelli Jensen, long-time member of the McCook Memorial 

United Methodist Church, has accepted the position as the church’s Outreach Coordinator.  

Her Primary role at the church will be to engage current members and new members by        

organizing and providing  small group studies, church group activities, and community          

outreach projects. Other duties include VBS Director, children’s ministries and curriculum      

coordinator, and social media marketing.  

Kelli will add tremendous value to the ministry of the church. If you haven’t gotten a chance to 

meet Kelli, please introduce yourself.  Kelli enjoys spending time with her family, working in her 

garden, and volunteering at the church.  

When asked how she felt about coming on staff at the church, she said, “As a member of the 

somewhat younger generation in the church and as a parent, I am encouraged and thankful 

that the leadership of the church wants to connect with all ages of the congregation and finds 

value in building those relationships”.  
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-Christmas of Lights Parade 

Saturday, December 4th the church served hot chocolate and cookies during the ‘Christmas of Lights Parade’ for all 

of those attending the parade. Kelli Jensen headed up the effort and it turned out to be a great evening. Thank you 

to all who helped serve during the event!  

-Comeca Christmas Special 

Wednesday, December 15th we co-hosted Camp Comeca’s first annual ‘Comeca Christmas Special’ in the church 

sanctuary.  The night consisted of worship, special messages from area youth pastors, some funny videos from 

“The Skit Guys”, and decorating cookies. It was a great evening, and we have several people come out to support 

our youth camp ministry. We ended up raising over $13,000 and it was matched dollar for dollar by a grant 

through Comeca. We now have over $26,000 available for Comeca Scholarships for the youth in our community. If 

you have a youth or know of a youth interested in going to a Comeca camp, visit Comeca’s website at              

comeca.camp. When you register your youth, select the Christmas Special Scholarship, then select McCook    

Methodist Church and fill out the application. If you have any questions call the church office at 345-2445.    

-SouperBowl Sunday 

Another year of “SouperBowl Sunday” fun has come to pass! The youth lead the SouperBowl Sunday Service        

February 13th, and they did a great job! We had one service at 10:30am that morning and we had a great turn out. 

The youth lead us in worship, a fun skit, children’s time, and the message. We even had our first annual kiss cam in 

leu of valentine’s day. After the service we served lunch down in the fellowship hall and raised around $900 to go 

towards the local food pantry. The day before, some of the youth collected cereal outside Walmart that was also 

donated to the McCook Food Pantry. Nice job youth!  Also, the congregation donated several boxes of cereal and 

butter for the food pantry. Thank you everyone for giving  and joining us for the service.  

-Upcoming Events 

March 10th-13th is our annual ski-tri at Snowy Range Resort in Wyoming. We will be staying at Table of the          

Wilderness Camp those 3 nights. This is always a good time for the youth, and they deserve it after working so 

hard to earn “youth bucks” throughout the year during various youth events.  During our stay we will be enjoying 

great praise music from a local band, a message every evening, and some fun games. And of course, Friday and 

Saturday will be filled with skiing and snowboarding.   Please pray for safety for the youth as we travel and that 

hearts will be changed for Christ during the ski-trip.  

April 1st&2nd we will be taking some of the jr. high and high schoolers to Camp Comeca for a lock-in. We will be 

leaving the church parking lot that Friday around 6pm and getting home around noon. This is a free event for the 

youth. There are tons of fun activities planned for the lock-in and we will be joining some other area youth groups 

at Comeca that night. Should be a lot of fun. 

Thank you all for your continued support of our youth! 
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The great hymn, It is Well with My Soul, was written by Horatio Spafford after all four of 
his daughters had been lost at sea.  Verse one includes these words:  
 

When peace like a river attendeth my way 
When sorrows like sea billows roll 

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

  
It took deep faith and assurance that comes from a place of deep peace of soul for 
Spafford to write those last words, “It is well with my soul.” 
 
How is it with your soul? The Methodist answer is “It is well with my soul.”  It would be, 
but if we're honest that's not always the case especially in difficult times and trying cir-
cumstances. Nothing can throw me into a pit quite like circumstances I can't control. 
That's the place anxiety threatens to swallow me whole as my mind races through 
all the fear of the unknown. I don't know about you, but I find myself living in a swirl of 
circumstances beyond my control and fear-producing unknowns right now. 
 
The story of Daniel in the Bible is an encouragement to me. Daniel 6:1-15 gives us a 
clear picture of what we can do when all that feels safe and secure in our lives begins to 
come under attack. In verse 10, Daniel's just learned that anyone caught praying to 
someone besides King Darius will be thrown into the lions' den. Can you imagine the lev-
el of fear this edict could have stirred up in Daniel? He easily could've found himself in a 
pit of despair before he ever came close to that pit full of lions but his reaction's amaz-
ing. 
 

Daniel goes home, throws his windows open, and prays anyway. Do you know what he 
chose to pray? Did he ask God to save him? Did he complain that what had happened 
was unfair? Did he ask God to destroy his enemies and wipe them out? Did he ask God 
to destroy his enemies and wipe them out? Did he ask God to save him? Nope. “He got 
down on his knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he 
had done previously” (6:10b). 
 

A Word From Pastor Kelley 
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Daniel's response is contrary to the way most of us would react. As we explore his re-
sponse, we discover three powerful truths we can remember and live out: 
 
1) Thankfulness must become a habit. Our initial responses are usually a by-product of the 
rituals we've established in our lives. Since prayers of thanks were Daniel's reaction that 
tells me gratitude and trust in God were front and center in his heart. Daniel was able to 
give thanks, even in the midst of uncontrollable circumstances, because it's a habit he'd al-
ready formed in his life. Are you generally thankful? 
 
2) We fight fear the moment we start giving thanks. Being thankful helped Daniel combat 
fear. Never once does the story mention Daniel trying to hide. He also didn't try to control 
or manipulate his situation. He simply threw his windows open and prayed where anyone 
and everyone could see. Let me be clear: Daniel wasn't living in denial of his circumstances 
he was turning to God in the midst of them. 
 
3) We can't always fix our circumstances, but we can fix our eyes on God. Daniel's posture 
during prayer is revealing. First, he prays toward Jerusalem, a posture based on King Solo-
mon's words during the temple dedication (1 Kings 8:35-51). Daniel knew where his help 
and his hope came from, it came from God, and God alone. Second, he was kneeling as he 
prayed a sign of both self-awareness and God-awareness. It's an act of deep humility. We 
may not always be kneeling when we pray, but we can always choose the posture of Dan-
iel's heart. 
 
How is it with your soul? 
 
Friends, we are living in conflicted and confusing times. Perhaps the best thing we can do is 
learn from Daniel and give thanks, especially now, and ask the Lord to help us humbly and 
gratefully fix our eyes on Him instead of fixating on our problems. Let's allow Daniel's life to 
be proof to our hearts that the words of Isaiah 26:3 are indeed true: “God is able to keep in 
perfect peace those whose minds are fixed on him, because they trust in him.” May God 
grant us the peace we seek so it can be well with our souls. 
 
I wish you Jesus, and currently, “It is well with my soul.” What about you? 
 


