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February Newsletter 2023 

The Open Door 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the  

world with Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

We’ve been a busy bunch of preschoolers in 

January with learning how Jesus fed over 10,000 

people with a few loaves of bread and 2 fish. 

How amazing is it to know that God will always 

provide for us and that miracles happen! Pastor Jeremy 

has invited us to let Jesus be our best friend. He never lets 

you down.  

We made noodle necklaces for letter Nn, really cool 

ocean jars with a submersible light. We just had a pajama 

and popcorn party for letter Pp. We also counted how 

many drops of water would fit on a penny. Our hypothesis 

was smaller than the actual amount.  

Looking into February we are excited to learn more about 

Jesus’ life, have a Valentine’s Day party to celebrate     

Jesus’ love for us and our friendships. We also get to tour 

Haugen dental office to learn how to take good care of 

our teeth. Thank you for your support of our church’s     

preschool ministry! We are grateful for prayers that we 

would help each child know and accept Jesus. We are 

thankful for prayers on how to fully prepare each child for 

kindergarten. Thank you for donating to Little Blessings, 

your support is greatly appreciated!                        

 Blessings,              

 Traci Wiemers 

JOIN US 

Every Sunday 

Contemporary Service 8:45am 

Traditional Service 10:45am 

Adult and Children 

Sunday School 9:50am 

3:16 Youth (6th-12th) 7pm 

Mondays 

Praise Band Practice 7pm 

Wednesdays 

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 

Women’s Bible Study 9am 

Prek-8th grade classes 6:00pm 

WORD 6:30 pm & 7:30 pm 

Thursdays 

Community Supper 5:30pm 

Little Blessings Preschool 
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 From Jeff’s Desk 

I wish you Jesus 

 

February. Cold, snowy, the deepest part of winter. But yet, the 

days are getting longer and soon we will begin dreaming of spring. 

During this shortest month of the year a lot is happening at Memorial        

Methodist Church. 

On the first Sunday, the 5th, I am starting a discussion about what does it mean 

to be a Methodist. During the 30 minutes between services (10:00-10:30) we 

will watch a brief video describing significant parts of the original Methodist 

movement that transformed the culture of both Europe and the Americas.  

Anyone is welcome. You may come to refresh your memory or to learn for the 

first time the tremendous significance the Wesleyan way made for the 

Church. 

In addition, on February 22nd, join us as we begin the Lenten journey with Ash 

Wednesday. I will once again offer 2 opportunities on that day. At 7:00am., 

come for a very brief service where you may receive the imposition of ashes. 

Beginning at 5:30pm., we will once again offer dinner for all followed by a   

service at 6:30pm. of Ash Wednesday featuring our Confirmation Class of this 

year. The Lenten season was both a time to prepare and renew our          

commitment to Christ. 

Finally, we will conclude our 33 Days of Stewardship on February 19th. I hope 

you have been in prayer about how you can serve Christ this year with your 

time, talents, treasures and witness. You will receive a letter explaining more 

about this commitment later this month, but I pray that you will give all to     

follow our Lord who gave His all for you. 
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Children’s Ministry & Outreach 

For some it can be intimidating to bring their kids to church but 

mostly it’s intimidating to bring yourself.  Maybe you’ve been out of 

routine of regular attendance due to the pandemic or illness or simply the 

craziness of schedules and life. Maybe you are new to church and the idea 

of community and you don’t know where to start.  

For some your start could be volunteering in the kitchen, for others that might 

be substituting in the classrooms; and I’m sure there’s a handful that are     

unsure about stepping into the church building. Not everyone gets their souls 

filled by volunteering with children, we totally get that; so maybe your start is 

somewhere else in the church ministry. As the outreach coordinator, I want to 

welcome each of you into conversation with me or other leaders in the 

church to find what works best for you and your spiritual journey! We           

understand that a journey does not come without bumps in the road,        

detours, split decisions, doubt or thoughts of guilt and frustration; a spiritual 

journey holds all those same feelings. But the gospel is not rooted in those 

thoughts; the gospel is full of grace and love! 

Our goal is not to reach only the children but families as well. As we continue 

these early months of 2023, I encourage you to reach out if you’re feeling the 

spirit calling you to take a deeper leap or if you’re feeling lost or unsure of 

which direction to take next. 

Lent Bible Study - Starting March 1 the church will be hosting a 5-week Lent 

Bible Study for parents on Wednesday nights in March (Mar 1, 8, 15, 22 and 

29). Supper will be provided and nursery available for younger children while 

WOW classes are available for prek-8th grade. The study is called “Easter” by 

J.D. Greear. “The resurrection is the most important moment in history, but it is 

more than an event we remember on Easter Sunday. Join pastor J.D. Greear 

as he takes a deeper look at Jesus’s life, death, and resurrection in the     

Gospel of Matthew, revealing the ways we should see ourselves in Jesus’s   

story.”  Contact Kelli if you have any questions! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL – We continue to have a large number of kids participate 

on Wednesday nights, but we also have kids attend Sunday mornings. Sun-

days we offer classes from babies up to adults. Nursery is offered all morning 

during worship services and Sunday School/Fellowship Hour which is 9:50-

10:40. Prek-5th grade meet upstairs in the Youth Center. 6th-12th will begin 

meeting in the library Feb 5. Pastor Jeff will be leading a study starting Feb 5 

also that is titled ‘What does it mean to be Wesleyan/Methodist’. Sunday 

School is for everyone!  



 4 

 

 Youth Happenings 

 Sunday, February 5th we are having a Dessert Auction Youth 

Fundraiser at the church at 5:30pm. 9 tables that seat 8 were 

available for sale for the event at $100 each that sold out quickly! That night 

we will be serving our guests prime rib, roasted potatoes, whole green beans, 

salad, rolls and drinks which will be served by our youth. During the dinner 

there will be entertainment followed by a dessert auction. Luke Kliewer,        

Director & founder of Miriam’s Hope, will be the MC during the auction. 

Around 15   desserts will be auctioned off to help raise funds for the McCook 

Methodist Youth Ministry and Stella McConnel.  

The Dessert Auction will be a “Stella Strong” theme so  

everything will be decked out in purple with unicorns. If 

you are not going to go to the event but would like to 

contribute, we will have “Stella Strong” envelopes      

available in the Friendship room of the church Sunday, 

January 29th and Sunday, February 5th. You can also 

drop off your donation at the church office leading up 

to the event. Questions about the event, please call the 

church office at 345-2445. 

Sunday, February 12th is SouperBowl Sunday here at the 

church. There will be one service at 10am led by the youth. After the service, 

the youth will serve soup down in the fellowship hall, dinnerware will be      

provided by the church.  It is free will donation for the meal and all the       

proceeds will go to the McCook 

Food Pantry.  The Methodist Youth 

have been doing Souperbowl      

Sunday for years here at the church, 

and I am excited to see the youth 

use their talents to spread awareness 

about the issue of hunger in our 

community and country.  
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The 2023 Ski Trip is March 9th-12th. Please pray that we will have safe travel, the 

youth and sponsors will be protected from injury, and that those going on the 

ski trip would grow in a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Over the last few 

years, we have had many challenges and injuries on the ski trip. Some may 

even question why we even go on a trip like this given the time it takes to 

plan, challenges we face along the way, and the expense of the trip. My only 

retort to that would be that I have personally seen youth strengthen their faith 

walk because of this trip. Some youth that go on this trip are not “regular       

attenders” to our youth group and many do not have a church family. After 

the trip I have seen youth become more committed to their faith and be-

come regular attenders to our youth group and even start going 

to church.  

The McCook Methodist Youth Ministry is committed to reach those 

in our   community that are lost, strengthen those in the communi-

ty that have faith in Jesus Christ, and disciple the next generation 

of men and women committed to living their life for Jesus Christ. 

Thank you for your continued support through       finances, prayer, 

and volunteering to help our youth encounter Jesus.  
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Sunday School 9:50-10:40am 

“What does it mean to be Wesleyan/Methodist?” -The Chapel 

Children’s Sunday School—Preschool-5th grade, upstairs in the youth center. 

Junior High & Youth  -  Held in the Church Library 

Nursery— 8:30 am until noon during services and Sunday School. Located on 

  the main level towards the north part of the church. 

Worship On Wednesdays 

Pre-k—8th grade: 6:00-7:30 at the church 

Freshmen & Sophomores: 6:30 at the LaBrie’s home 

Juniors & Seniors: 7:30 pm at the Gray’s home 
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Bible Studies 

Men’s Weekly Bible Study—Wednesday mornings 6:30am in the Fellowship Hall. 

Women’s Weekly Bible Study—Wednesday mornings 9:00 am in the Library.                        
Contact Debra Kelley for more info. 

Monthly Women’s Bible Study—Dates and times vary; contact Kelli Jensen. 

Community Supper 

Every Thursday our church prepares and serves a meal to anyone in the    

community. Volunteers start preparation of the food at 2pm Thursday after-

noons. If you are able to volunteer your time only once or up to every week 

the help would be greatly appreciated! Contact community supper             

coordinator Marge Daniel for more information 308-340-0705. 

Save the Date 

Sunday, February 12-  One Service at 10:00 am for Souper Bowl Sunday 

Wednesday, February 22 -     Ash Wednesday Services at 7:00 am and 6:30 pm 

     With a meal in the Fellowship Hall at 5:30 pm 

Wednesday, March 1—    5-week long Lent study for adults on Wednesday 

     evenings at 6:00 pm 
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Care packs for displaced or homeless             

individuals were packaged by the WORD 

groups. Packs are located in the Friendship 

Room for anyone to handout.  

A list of needed items for the care packs 

can be found at the Information Center. 

To receive Pastor Jeff’s Daily   

Devotions please email pastor at  

pastorjeff@mccookumc.org  

and ask to be added to the daily         

devotion list. 

 

Online Giving 

Please visit our website at 

mccookumc.com 

to sign up for online giving through 

Breeze. 

Memorial United Methodist Church 

Lead Pastor 
Jeff Kelley 

Phone (402)873.8190 
Email jeff@mccookumc.org 

Youth and Family Pastor  
Jeremy LaBrie 

Phone (402) 209.0415  
Email jeremy.labrie@yahoo.com 

Office Manager 
Mindy Malcom 

Phone (308)345.2445 
Email office@mccookumc.org 

2023 Lay Leadership 

Council Chair– Todd Thieszen 

Recording Secretary-Jane Shield 

Lay Member -Gene Weedin 

Lay Leader-Dave Winder 

Financial Secretary-Marlene Foster 

Treasurer-Shary Skiles 

Education Chair-Dee Premer 

Youth Board—Janie Bredvick 

Worship Chair-Deb Wilcox &      

Kathy Latta 

Community Supper-Marge Daniel 

Endowment Chair-Greg Wolford 

Scholarship Chair-Colleen Olson 

Memorial Chair-Kristi Clapp 

Care Team-TBA 

Stewardship & Finance-Tom Bredvick 

UMW President-Marge Daniel 

PPRC Chair-Jeff Crick 

Trustees Chair-Bruce Wilcox 

Membership Secretary-Kathy Eaton 
Outreach Coordinator  

Kelli Jensen 
Phone (308)340.1011 

Email jensen.jk@hotmail.com 

105 East E Street 
McCook, NE 69001 

Phone (308)345 -2445 
Email office@mccookumc.org                

If you would prefer to receive this publication via mail,  

please contact the Church Office and we will update your information. 


