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December Newsletter 2022 

The Open Door 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the  

world with Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

We are grateful we were able to help other peo-

ple by taking food to the pantry this month. We 

made a bulletin board of everyone and every-

thing we are thankful for in our lives. We are now 

ready to celebrate baby Jesus! Please join us Sunday, De-

cember 4th at 1:00 pm for the morning Christmas program 

and 2:00 pm for the afternoon Christmas program. We are 

ready to sing like the angels and worship like the wisemen. 

Thank you all for your prayer and monetary support of our 

ministry. Merry Christmas from all of us at Little Blessings Pre-

school!      Blessings to all, Traci 

JOIN US 

Every Sunday 

Contemporary Service 8:45am 

Traditional Service 10:45am 

Adult and Children 

Sunday School 9:50am 

3:16 Youth Group 7pm 

Mondays 

Praise Band Practice 7pm 

Wednesdays 

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 

Women’s Bible Study 9am 

Prek-8th grade classes 6:00pm 

WORD 6:30pm & 7:30 pm 

Choir Practice 7pm 

Bell Choir Practice 8pm 

Thursdays 

Community Supper 5:30pm 

Little Blessings Preschool 
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 From Jeff’s Desk 

I wish you Jesus 

   The story of the first Christmas is so beloved, composers and storytellers across the 
   years have embellished, elaborated, and mythologized it. Today, most people don't 
   know which details are biblical and which are fabricated. People usually imagine the 
   manger scene with snow, throngs of worshipers, and a little drummer boy, but none of 
   those details are found in the Bible. 

 What we know and celebrate as Christmas has become an odd mixture of pagan ideas, superstitions, 
fanciful legends, and plain ignorance. Add to that the commercialization of Christmas by marketers and the 
politicization of Christmas in the culture wars, and we're left with a confusing mess.  

 The logical place to begin is to read the original, scriptural account of the birth of Jesus. We can't 
know Jesus if we don't understand He’s real. The story of His birth isn’t an allegory. We dare not romanticize 
it or reduce it to a legend that renders the whole story meaningless. Mary and Joseph were real people. Their 
dilemma in finding no room at the inn was as frightening for them as it would be for you or me. The manger 
in which Mary laid Jesus must have reeked of animal smells, as did the shepherds. The first Christmas was 
anything but a Hallmark moment. 

  But that makes it all the more wondrous. The baby in the manger is God! Immanuel! God with 
us! That's the heart and soul of the Christmas message. There weren't many worshipers around the original 
manger, only a handful of shepherds. But one day every knee will bow and every tongue will confess He is 
Lord (Philippians 2:9-11). Those who doubt Him, those who are His enemies, those who merely ignore Him, 
all will bow, even if it’s in judgment. It’s much better to honor and worship Him now! That's what Christmas 
ought to inspire. 

  Scripture tells us: "[Mary] gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid 
Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn." It was a lonely birth. There weren’t any 
midwives present. The Bible doesn't even mention Joseph was present. Perhaps he was, but if he was typical 
of first-time fathers, he would have been of little help to Mary. She was on her own.  

  After Mary gave birth to Jesus, she wrapped Him in bands of cloth and laid Him in a manger. A mid-
wife would usually clean the baby and wrap Him, but Mary did it herself. There usually would have been a 
cradle or basket for the baby, but Mary had to put Him in an animal's feeding trough. When Jesus entered the 
world, He came to some of the smelliest, filthiest, and most uncomfortable conditions. But that’s part of the 
wonder of divine grace, isn't it? When the Son of God came down from heaven, He came all the way down. 
He didn’t hang on to His equality with God; rather, He set it aside for a time and completely humbled Himself 
(Philippians 2:5-8). 

  Luke 2:8-20 describes the experience of the shepherds when Jesus was born. It amazes me, out of all 
the Jews in the world, God picked a groups of shepherds to be the first hear the news of Jesus' birth. That's 
amazing because shepherds were among the lowest and most despised social group. The shepherds' work kept 
them from entering into the mainstream of Israel's society. They couldn't maintain the ceremonial washings 
and observe all the religious festivals and feasts, yet these shepherds, just a few miles from Jerusalem, were 
undoubtedly caring for sheep that someday would be used as sacrifices in the temple. How fitting it is they 
were the first to know of the Lamb of God! 

  They came to see Him the night He was born. No one else did. Though the shepherds went back and 
told everyone what they had seen and heard, and though "all who heard it wondered at the things which were 
told them by the shepherds" (2:18), no other person came to see firsthand. 

  They went to Bethlehem and found the Child lying in the feeding trough. At that moment, the shep-
herds knew for certain the angels' announcement was a word from God. After their encounter with Joseph, 
Mary, and Jesus, the shepherds couldn't help but tell others about what the angels had told them. They be-
came, in effect, the first witnesses of Jesus. 

  Their experience is a good illustration of the Christian life. We first hear the revelation of the Gospel 
and believe it, then we pursue and embrace Jesus, and begin to tell others about Him.  May God grant you the 
life-changing experiences and the ongoing faith that causes you to tell others that you, too, have seen Christ 
the Lord! 
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 Memorial Youth 
  “And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 

  night. An angel of  the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

  and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 

that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 

the Messiah, the Lord…” Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 

God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

 Luke 2:8-11, 13&14 

The Birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ was and always will be the biggest announcement ever made in 

human history. No other birth would change mankind’s destiny like the birth of Jesus. So, God sent an angel 

of the Lord (probably Gabriel) to tell the entire world; and by the entire world I mean a few shepherds pulling 

the night shift.  

While the angel was making the big announcement, God opened up the heavens and “a great company of 

heavenly host appeared with the angel…”. What a sight to behold. There have been some spectacular scenes 

in world history; natural disasters, the building of the pyramids, academy award winning films, and the like. 

What the shepherds witnessed that night however, had to be one of the most spectacular events ever witnessed 

by human eyes. The eyes of whom belonged to mere shepherds. Not the eyes of kings, civilized cities, or even 

Israel’s holiest of people like the priests and pharisees. No, God revealed the birth of His son to a hand-full of 

simple shepherds.  

The good news announced that day was for all the people. But, the first to hear the good news announced that 

day were simple shepherds. Have you ever wondered why? Of course, there is a parallel in this passage of 

how Christ is our shepherd and the good news was first given to shepherds as a reflection of how he loves and 

cares for his sheep, us.   

I believe another reason he selected the shepherds to witness the announcement first was because he knew that 

their hearts were ready to receive the good news with joy.  The message of the birth of Jesus has been the 

same for 2000 years. Some receive the message with joy while others are indifferent about the birth of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

The shepherds received the good news that night with joy and their lives were never the same. How about 

you? This Christmas season will you receive the good news of the birth of Jesus with Joy? Or upon hearing 

the message will you continue on with the hustle and bustle of the Christmas season, indifferent when hearing 

about the birth of Jesus?  

God’s favor brings peace to those who receive the good news with joy. My prayer is that this Christmas sea-
son you would be moved to pure joy upon hearing the good news of the birth of Jesus the Messiah. Even if 
you’ve heard it a hundred times, I hope that Jesus’ birth is still the best news that you will ever hear… 

because it is! Merry Christmas! 
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Trunk or Treat was a successful evening! There were 400+ children 

that came through the parking lot plus numerous adults that ac-

companied them. The Helping Hand ladies handed out stuffed animals to 

each child and there were over 10 other ‘trunks’ decorated and treating the 

kids to sweet treats! We served 4 1/2 roasters of soup. Thank you to the 

church and congregation for participating in this outreach event!! 

As I’m typing this, staff is working on taking down fall decorations and we are 

preparing to decorate the church for Christmas...what?! This semester with 

the kids has flown by! I would ask ‘where has the time gone’ but I know fully 

well that we have been living life and sharing the love of Jesus through out-

reach events and programming each week; and they say time flies when 

you’re having fun! I pray as we journey into this time of reflecting on Christ’s 

birth that the leaders and volunteers that show up each week for the kids 

and the church allow themselves to reflect on the amazing work they each 

do at Memorial United Methodist Church. 

Children’s Ministry & Outreach 

Community Outreach 

The Light Parade on Norris is Saturday, December 3rd 

at 6:00 pm. We will be serving hot chocolate and 

cookies to spectators from 5:30—6:30 pm.  

Plan to join us for a fun evening as we  

kick-off the Advent season! 
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Sunday School 9:50-10:40am 

Young Adult Sunday School—Held in the church library. 

Adult Sunday School—Downstairs in the Fellowship Hall. 

Children’s Sunday School—Preschool-5th grade. The group meets upstairs in 

the youth center. Gospel Project curriculum is utilized Sunday mornings and 

Wednesday evenings for WOW. 

No Sunday School December 25 and January 1 

Worship On Wednesdays 

Tis the season, to schedule as many events as possible until the point of exhaustion…to cele-

brate the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Just kidding around. But seriously, this time 

of year is busy at the church and there are several events that we have done and have up-

coming for our youth. We just finished packing shoe boxes last Wednesday, November 16th 

for ‘Operation Christmas Child’. These boxes go all around the world to kids that would not 

otherwise have access to the gift items that were packed. Around 125 shoe boxes were 

packed. The boxes first go to a large distribution center where they are divided into what 

countries they will be sent. The center then puts a gospel tract in each box for the respec-

tive language where the box will be sent. Thank you to those who helped pack boxes and 

that donated gift items and money for ‘Operation Christmas Child’. 

*Sunday, Dec. 4th between services, we will be serving youth breakfast for the church. * 

During breakfast, there will be a Christmas background available in the fellowship hall to 

take family pictures. A youth volunteer will be there to help take your picture with your de-

vice. With your permission, we will post the family pics during Sunday service prelude time 

leading up to Christmas. We encourage everyone to take a family pic.  

Every year the church youth, Jr. High thru High School, go Christmas shopping for families 

with kids that cannot afford to buy gifts for their children. The names are given to us by vari-

ous sources and are confidential. The youth get the gender and age of the kids they are 

shopping for and wrap the gifts the Sunday before Christmas. If you know of a family in 

need, please contact the church office (308) 345-2445 by Friday, December 16th.   

There are other events going on between now and Christmas for our youth such as:     

Christmas Caroling on December 14th, cookie decorating, and Christmas parties. Events will 

be announced in church and listed in our church bulletin which is available online at 

mccookumc.org.  

No classes on December 21 and 28 
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Employee Spotlight 
 Renee Brown is the assistant teacher at Little 

Blessings Preschool. She has lived most of her life in 

the McCook community. She received her Associates 

of Science Degree from McCook Community Col-

lege, then earned her bachelor’s degree of Behavior 

Science from Bellevue University. She is married to 

Heath Brown and has 4 children. Heath has been with 

the BNSF Railroad for almost 18 years. Their oldest child, Ian is currently resid-

ing in Virginia, where he is finishing his training in Aviation Mechanics for the 

Army National Guard. Their two daughters Brooke, and Rylie attend McCook 

High School where they keep them busy with a variety of sports and activi-

ties. Their youngest, Chase is a preschooler at Little Blessing’s Preschool. 

Renee says, “God has blessed me in incredible ways. I pray to be a useful 

tool of God’s work and help to crowd heaven.” 

Helping Hand 
We would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and say a big thank you for 

all the help and donations! 

Bible Studies 
Men’s Weekly Bible Study—Wednesday mornings 6:30am in the fellowship hall. 

Women’s Weekly Bible Study—Wednesday mornings 9:00 am in the library.   

Advent study begins November  30th. Contact Debra Kelley for more info. 

Monthly Women’s Bible Study—Dates and times vary; contact Kelli Jensen. 

Winter Cleaning? 
Free to good home! Track lighting from the 

Chapel and a desk. If you can carry it, you 

can have it. Also, take a look at the new 

lighting in the Chapel. 
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Care packs for displaced or homeless             

individuals were packaged by the WORD 

groups. Packs are located in the Friendship 

Room for anyone to handout.  

A list of needed items for the care packs 

can be found at the Information Center. 

To receive Pastor Jeff’s Daily   

Devotions please email pastor at  

pastorjeff@mccookumc.org  

and ask to be added to the daily         

devotion list. 

 

Online Giving 

Letters will be sent out soon about 

switching to Breeze online giving. 

Memorial United Methodist Church 

Lead Pastor 
Jeff Kelley 

Phone (402)873-8190 
Email jeff@mccookumc.org 

Youth and Family Pastor  
Jeremy LaBrie 

Phone (402) 209-0415  
Email jeremy.labrie@yahoo.com 

Office Manager 
Mindy Malcom 

Phone (308)345-2445 
Email office@mccookumc.org 

2023 Lay Leadership 

Council Chair– Todd Thieszen 

Recording Secretary-Jane Shield 

Lay Member -Gene Weedin 

Lay Leader-Dave Winder 

Financial Secretary-Marlene Foster 

Treasurer-Shary Skiles 

Education Chair-Dee Premer 

Youth Board—Janie Bredvick 

Worship Chair-Deb Wilcox &      

Kathy Latta 

Community Supper-Marge Daniels 

Endowment Chair-Greg Wolford 

Scholarship Chair-Colleen Olson 

Memorial Chair-Kristi Clapp 

Care Team-TBA 

Stewardship & Finance-Tom Bredvick 

UMW President-Marge Daniels 

PPRC Chair-Jeff Crick 

Trustees Chair-Bruce Wilcox 

Membership Secretary-Kathy Eaton 
Outreach Coordinator  

Kelli Jensen 
Phone (308)340-1011 

Email jensen.jk@hotmail.com 

105 East E Street 
McCook, NE 69001 

Phone (308)345 -2445 
Email office@mccookumc.org                

If you would prefer to receive this publication via mail,  

please contact the Church Office and we will update your information. 


