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*Sun August 21st  Blessing of the backpacks-during service  
    11am congregational meeting-Sanctuary 

*Wed August 24th  6pm WOW Kickoff Party!  

*Sun August 28th  8:30am Youth Breakfast 

    7pm Congregational meeting  

    Vote for Charge Conference 

*Sun September 11th 8:45am—Praise Service 

    9:45am-Traditions Service  

The Fall Newsletter 2022 

The Open Door 

Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world with Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

Renee Brown and I are so excited to get 
back into the preschool room and get things 
ready to go for our “Click, Clack, Quack  to 
school” theme. It’s based off a cute little 
book, “Click, Clack, Quack to school” by 
Doreen Cronin and Betsy Lewin. The farm 
animals get to go to school. Wouldn’t that be 
so fun? We are just thrilled that our 3-5 year 
old's will be coming back to learn about Je-
sus and accept him into their hearts. We also 
love teaching all the things they need to 
know to go to kindergarten. Please pray for 
us as we prepare for each child and family 
and our preschool students that they would 
feel welcome in our church, love and grow in 
our preschool, and become little disciples of 
Jesus.  

Blessings, 

Traci Weimers 
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Memorial Youth 

Hello! A few weeks ago I was at Walmart minding my own business when out of now where I 

was hit! Not physically hit by someone but by something. Towards the front of the store there 

were isles and isles of BACK TO SCHOOL SUPPLIES!!!  “Wait a minute, summer break just   

started…” I thought to myself. And then I realized that once again the summer has slipped 

through the sands of time and yet another school year is upon us!  

For some of you this may bring dread, disbelief, or even sheer panic. Not for me. Summer’s  

always a little difficult for a youth pastor. During the school year, each day is planned out and 

most of my days revolve around the youth of this church and the community. During the   

summer however, the youth seem to disappear into thin air. From traveling sports teams,  

family vacations, extended summer camps, etc.  Spotting a youth during the summer months is 

almost as surprising as seeing a Yeti in the wild.  

I understand that for many summer is a time to travel, veg-out, and even disappear for a while. 

But I am so glad it’s coming to an end, for selfish reasons obviously. I cannot wait to get back in 

to the routine of seeing the youth on a regular basis. Meeting with the preschoolers at Little 

Blessings, Jr. High FCA, WOW, WORD, Sunday night youth group, Teammates, sporting events, 

youth service projects, etc. , I am looking forward to getting back into the swing of things. 

Don’t get me wrong, summer is a busy time at the church. VBS, various summer camps, and 

the fair Food Booth along with all the other work of church ministry, we stay very busy. There 

is just something about getting back into the routine of seeing each other every week at the 

same time and at the same place. For me it’s something to look forward to. Almost as if God 

created us to be creatures of habit. Like we were designed to need that type stability built into 

our lives. 

God says in His word that, “He is not a God of disorder, but of peace” (1 Cor 14:33) and in     

Hebrews 10:25 God encourages us not to, “neglect meeting together as some are in the habit 

of doing”. Maybe I am wrong here, but summer time has a lot of disorder and chaos and       

because of the chaos we tend to justify not meeting with one another.  Man, I’m starting to 

sound like the Grinch who stole summer… 

I guess all I am saying is that I am excited about the coming school year, the order that it brings 

to so many people, and that we can once again have scheduled meeting times. I hope I’m not 

on an island by myself on this, but even if I am, I look forward to seeing you all soon:-)  

Pastor Jeremy 
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Event times and dates are subject to change  
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FOOD BOOTH 2022 
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VBS 2022 
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The State of the UMC 
By now you know that there has been a riff developing in the UMC for some time. No matter where you stand on 
the issue of sexuality, your opinions on the matter are formed through the lens of a worldview. Where you were 
born, who your parents are, political affiliation, the church you grew up in, etc. These are all factors that help shape 
your norms and values as a person.  

Here’s an example of what I mean. I grew up in Nebraska; my parents are husker fans, my grand parents were husk-
er fans, and I, through assimilation am a husker fan and I always will be. I think….well, we’ll see how it goes this sea-
son. It wasn’t until later in life that I learned I could be a fan of the Oklahoma Sooners (well maybe not them) or 
some other college sports team no matter my affiliation with Nebraska. But because of my upbringing I was 
emersed with the idea that the only right team to be a fan of was husker football. But what if I grew up in Alabama? 
Well, all my sentences would probably end in, ROLL TIDE!  

You see, our norms and values (worldview) is often shaped through our experience and assimilation to a certain cul-
ture , way of life , and the loved ones in our life. Is that a bad thing? Not necessary. Even our Judeo Christian values 
are shaped through the lens of American culture. It’s hard to see Jesus as a person who grew up in Africa, moved 
back to Israel as a child where he practiced his faith  Judaism, and then literally became a professional teacher of 
the Jewish law, a rabbi. Growing up as an American, my perception of Jesus was that he, like me, was a Nebraska 
fan who went to public school, daily said the pledge of allegiance, and ate pizza. The only thing different between 
me and Jesus was that he wore weird clothes and died on a cross for my sins. My perception of Jesus was a result of 
my worldview.   

I know I am being a little silly here, but my point is that as Christians it is so important how we view Jesus. Besides, if 
you are Christian (defined as a person who believes in Jesus and follows his teachings) you should really know who 
he is, right? A good place to start learning about who Jesus is , is the ‘Holy Bible’. It’s the most comprehensive his-
torically documented account of the life of Jesus. There are other books that are not God inspired but do talk about 
Jesus as well. Like the ‘Koran’ where Jesus is mentioned more times than Muhammad, the ‘Annals’ written by Taci-
tus a Roman Senator (56-120A.D.), ‘Antiquities of the Jews’ by Josephus (90-95A.D.) and many others such as ‘The 
Babylonian Talmud’, ‘Pliny the Younger’, and, ‘Mara bar-Serapion’. As a side note, did you know that there is more 
historical documented references to the person of Jesus Christ than of Julius Caesar? Just thought I’d throw that in 
there… 

I would encourage all of you Jesus Christ followers to research who you have placed your trust in. Don’t take my 
word for it, or Pastor Jeff’s, or the UMC’s for that matter. Do some research of your own to form your own view of 
who Jesus is, what his message was, what he said truth is, and how he loved those around him. 

We have some important decisions to make as a church in the coming weeks. We need God’s help and discernment 
in deciding what’s best for the future of this church.  So far we’ve had two out of the four informative congregation-
al meetings discussing options. The dialogue at those meeting was good. My hope and prayer is that through the 
next two meetings we would continue to have grace filled dialogue.  

I don’t know if I’ll always be a husker fan, my worldview may change when it comes to that. However, I will always 
be a Jesus fan, and no matter what the world says about him, that will never change. I find comfort in knowing that 
we serve a Jesus who never changes who he is even when culture does. I am so glad Jesus doesn’t share my 
worldview, although if he did I still think he’d be a husker fan. 

Matthew 16:24 Jesus says, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself (worldview) and take up his cross 
(sin & struggles) and follow me (obey my commands).”  The American church is indeed changing but Jesus isn’t. One 
day we will see Jesus for who he really is, King. On that day our worldview will forever disappear and every tongue, 
nation, and tribe will for eternity praise the King through the lens of Jesus. May that day hasten.  

Pastor Jeremy   
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Employee Spot Light 
Shelly Harpham has been a staff member at the Memorial   

United Methodist Church in McCook, NE a little over 15 years. 

She knows the church building inside and out and does such a 

fantastic job at keeping everything nice and tidy. 

Shelly ‘s hard work and dedication to the church and it’s people 

is such an asset to the church. Although her work performance 

and dedication make her an ideal employee of the church, it’s 

who she is as a person that makes her special. Shelly has such a 

servants’ heart, like the heart of Christ, and she is always willing 

to listen, serve, and show compassion to those that walk 

through the doors of our church. 

The next time you see Shelly, please thank her for her years of 

service and dedication to this church and it’s people and tell her 

how much she is appreciated!  

Changing Seasons 
The Helping Hand ladies (and gentlemen) always find themselves busy throughout the year, especially during the 

change of the seasons. Just this last week Helping Hand was closed for one day to change everything in the store from 

spring and summer apparel, to fall and winter. It’s a big job!  

Pictured below are just some of the volunteers that are involved throughout the year giving  their time and talents to 

serve the  community. Thanks for all your hard work!!!  
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If you would prefer to receive this publication via email only, please email the 

Church Office at: office@mccookumc.org and we will update your information** 

A big thanks to Wagner of 

McCook, Nebraska for donating 

for the new shelving and counter 

tops at the Methodist Food Booth!  

To receive Pastor Jeff’s Daily Devotions 
please email pastor at  

pastorjeff@mccookumc.org  

and ask to be added to the daily         
devotion list. 

 

Vanco 

If you would like to give online, please visit our 
website  mccookumc.com and click on the   

Vanco link to give from your pc or download 
the Vanco Google Play or Apple App by     

clicking the icons.  

Memorial United Methodist Church 
105 East E Street 

McCook, NE 69001 
Phone (308)345 -2445 

Email office@mccookumc.org                

Lead Pastor Jeff Kelley 
Phone (402)873-8190 

Email pastorjeff@mccookumc.org 

Youth and Family Pastor Jeremy LaBrie 
Phone (402) 209-0415  

Email jeremy.labrie@yahoo.com 

Office Manager Nancy Ridlen 
Phone (308)345-2445 

Email office@mccookumc.org 

2022 Lay Leadership 

Council Chair– Todd Thieszen 
Recording Secretary-Jane Shield 
Lay Member of AC-Howard Kool 
Lay Member of AC-Gene Weedin 
Lay Leader-Dave Winder 
Financial Secretary-Marlene Foster 
Treasurer-Shary Skiles 
Education Chair-Dee Premer 
Youth Team-Matt Wiemers 
Worship Chair-Brenda McGuire 
Community Supper-Bonnie Brown 
Community Supper-Marge Daniels 
Endowment Chair-Greg Wolford 
Scholarship Chair-Colleen Olson 
Memorial Chair-Kristi Clapp 
Care Team-Alice Harpst 
Stewardship & Finance-Tom Bredvick 
UMW President-Marge Daniels 
PPRC Chair-Jeff Crick 
Trustees Chair-Bruce Wilcox 
Membership Secretary-Kathy Eaton 
 

Outreach Coordinator Kelli Jensen 
Phone (308)340-1011 

Email jensen.jk@hotmail.com 


