
• Palm Sunday– April 10th  8:15 am & 10:30 am 

• Family Dinner– April 13th  6 pm 

• Maundy Thursday- April 14th 7 pm 

• Good Friday- April 15th  7 pm 

• Easter Sunrise Service- April 17th 7 am TBD (at Airport) 

• Youth Breakfast to follow Sunrise Service 

• Easter Celebration- April 17th 8:15 am & 10:30 am 

APRIL Newsletter 

The Open Door 

Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world with Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

We are so Blessed by the people that help our preschool. Thank you to 
Pastor Jeremy for giving bible lessons and building relationships with our 
preschoolers. Thank you to Patty Keene for teaching the students    
Spanish and building relationships with our preschoolers. Thank you to 
the Ladies at the Helping Hand for helping me find supplies that we need! 
Our preschoolers had a fun March, we celebrated Dr Seuss’ birthday, Cliff 
read, “Green Eggs and Ham” to us and many parents read to us too. We 
got to go on a field trip to the train station and the model railroad club. We 
are finding ways to have a heart like God by loving others, forgiving     
others, and loving God. We are getting really good at identifying letters,  
numbers, shapes, phonetic sounds, cutting, counting, adding, and more. 
Thank you all who support our ministry! We have a special person who 
sends me notes of encouragement and financial gifts to the preschool 
and I am so thankful! As we look to April we look at what Jesus did for us 
and continuing to learn and be good disciples of Jesus Christ. 
Blessings, Traci Wiemers 
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Memorial Youth 

Spring is in the air and that means the school year is ending. The school year has been packed full of fun and    

exciting programs and events for our youth here at the Church. I have seen many of our youth make huge 

strides in their faith, and even some for the first time committing their life to Christ! For me there is nothing 

more satisfying than seeing one of our youth make the decision to follow Jesus! 

As many of you know, there is a lot that goes into youth ministry. Planning curriculum & games, preparing 

food, finding volunteers & places to meet, planning trips, mentoring, and not to mention paying for it all. At 

times it’s easy to lose site of why we put so much time and energy into our church’s youth ministry. But        

occasionally, God gives us a bird’s eye view of how He is working in the chaos that comes with ministry. 

Just recently this happened to me during the ski trip. Some reading this can give testimony to how much    

planning and coordinating goes into a trip like this. And once we arrive at the camp to ski, there is a constant 

pressure to keep the kids safe and out of trouble. The last few years of the ski trip we’ve had our share  of    

injuries. From ACL tears, to concussions, and broken bones. It’s never fun to have to be the one to call the par-

ent of the injured youth. 

This year was no different. But this year, rather than having to call a parent of an injured youth, I was the     

parent! As many of you know, Sutton had a major injury on the slopes this year that could have been a lot 

worse. He broke his lower S4 in his back.  While waiting for the CT results in the emergency room I must admit, 

I started to question why we do things like the ski trip for the youth. Especially when it involves seeing your kid 

laid out on a stretcher with a severe injury. I was asking myself, is it worth it. I mean, do the kids really get    

anything spiritual out of the trip? Are we wasting the churches money? Can we keep sending our kids home 

with head injuries, broken bones, and torn ligaments? I was indeed wrestling with God on why we even do the 

ski trip.  

Then something amazing happened. The last night we were at camp, the speaker had just finished up and the 

praise team got up to sing their last song. Before we sang, the worship leader told the students to pray for the 

person next to them. Nothing specific, but just to start praying.  One by one, the youth started to huddle in 

small groups and pray for one another. As the kids were praying the tears started to flow, and God started to 

move in the hearts of the youth. Many, for the first time, turned their lives over to God. It was so powerful!  

In that moment, God gave me a bird’s eye view of what he was up to. An indescribable peace came over me as 

once again asked the question to God…Is it worth it? The planning, the money, the danger, the stress, the    

injuries…is it worth it? Absolutely! Some came home broken, bruised, and battered from the trip, but many 

came home with changed hearts.  That is why  we do it! Hours and hours of hard work culminating into 

minutes of the God’s spirit moving in the hearts of our youth. It is all totally worth it!  

“…be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you 

wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 
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The “Surrogate” Church Family 

“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another…” Hebrews 10:25 

We currently have around 60 high school kids involved in “youth group” activities at our church. Not a bad number, I guess. I 

have the pleasure of seeing most of these kids throughout the week either at WORD on Wednesdays or at school related  

activities and I love each one of them!  

Something crossed my mind the other day. Even though I am seeing these kids throughout the week at many planned        

activities, one place I do not see them much is at church on Sunday. Kind of strange. Many of the youth are invested in most 

of our youth group activities throughout the year but do not attend Sunday church on a regular basis. Why is that? What are 

the barriers preventing our kids from attending church?  

I decided to crunch some numbers to see how many of our high school youth do not attend a Sunday Service but are actively 

involved in youth group. Out of the 60 high school kids we have in youth group, around 10 of them attend church here on a 

regular basis. An additional 5 of them attend church elsewhere. In our high school youth group 15 out of 60 kids or 25% 

attend Church on Sunday regularly. The national average of kids in youth group that also attend Church on Sunday is around 

45%. Still not great, but better than what we are seeing.  

What can we do to change that? Before we address that question, I have another interesting statistic to share with you. Out 

of the 15 high school youth that attend Church on a regular basis, only 1 of the youth attend without their parents or by 

themselves. The national average of high school teens that go to church on Sunday without their parents or by themselves is 

1%.   

By now I think you know what I’m driving at. Sunday church attendance among our high school youth is low because many of 

the parents are not going to church themselves. I believe if we want to see our youth attend church on a regular basis, our 

focus needs to be their parents!  

Over the last several months, Pastor Jeff and I along with some of the church leaders have been working towards engaging 

this demographic, parents of the youth that attend our youth programs that currently do not have a church family. There 

have been several different ways we’ve tried to engage these parents.  Some include youth lead services and functions, youth 

breakfast, personal invitations, church event notifications through our text-em-all system, and more. There has been some 

payoff by these methods, but we felt we were still falling short. 

Later summer of last year, the leadership of the church decided to add a position that would primarily focus on outreach. Kelli 

Jensen was hired back in the fall of 2021 as the Outreach Coordinator and Children’s Minister of the church, and she hit the 

ground running from day one.  As a church, we now have someone entirely focused on outreach in our community, and I am 

excited to see what God is going to do.  

It takes the whole church family to reach and engage these families that do not attend church on a regular basis. So, what can 

you do? First, and most important, pray. Pray that God would soften the hearts of the parents and that they would have the 

desire to be a part of a church family. Next, if you know the parents of the youth that attend our youth group, invite them to 

church or to church related activities.  Many of the parents will not feel welcome in our church until they are invited.  And 

last, commit yourselves to getting more involved in the church. Join a small group or bible study, volunteer on Wednesday 

nights, join the choir or worship team, sign up to be an usher or greeter, join a committee or the UMW, volunteer at helping 

hands, work in the sound booth, etc.  There are so many ways to serve and be involved in our church. The more you are en-

gaged with your church family, the more likely you are to share your faith with the community.  

Thank you all for your support of the youth in our church over the last several years.  It’s truly a blessing being a part of such a 

loving and generous church family!  Let us continue to pray that we would not only reach the youth in our community for 

Christ, but also their parents!  
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Every once in a while, there is a picture that crosses your path that makes you do a 

double-take.  A while back, Dave Dame had that happen when he stumbled across this 

gem. If you look close, and I mean close, you will see some familiar faces in the picture 

below.  None other than Todd Thieszen, Bruck Wilcox, Todd Foster, Dave Dame, Greg 

Wolford, and not pictured is Dave Winder & Mark Kool.  These hero's of slow-pitch 

softball I’m sure were a force to be reckoned with in their day!  State Champions in a 

league that involved tons of fun, a few brewskys, and friendly competition!  

If you see these gentlemen running around the church, remind them of their glory 

days...and for some, remind them they use to have hair.  Good find Dave!  
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 A Word From Pastor Kelley 

(Picture above is from Easter Sunrise 2021) 

Join us at Memorial United Methodist Church this Easter. He is risen. 

 

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
bought spices so they could embalm him. Very early on Sunday morning, as the sun rose, they 
went to the tomb. They worried out loud to each other, “Who will roll back the stone from the 
tomb for us?”  Then they looked up, saw that it had been rolled back—it was a huge stone—

and walked right in. They saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed all in white. 
They were completely taken aback, astonished.  He said, “Don’t be afraid. I know you’re 

looking for Jesus the Nazarene, the One they nailed on the cross. He’s been raised up; he’s 
here no longer. You can see for yourselves that the place is empty. Now—on your way. Tell 
his disciples and Peter that he is going on ahead of you to Galilee. You’ll see him there, ex-
actly as he said.” They got out as fast as they could, beside themselves, their heads swim-

ming. Stunned, they said nothing to anyone.     Mark 16:1-8(Msg) 

   To be honest, Mark’s Gospel account of the Easter story leaves us longing for more. After 
the angel tells them Jesus had been raised and they investigate the empty tomb, they didn’t 
shout “Alleluia!” or announce “Christ is risen!” That’s what we want them to say, but they 
don’t.  Instead, they fled the tomb trembling and bewildered. The words are even stronger in 
the Greek: tromos and ecstasis. Trauma and ecstasy. Fear and great joy. They said nothing to 
anyone. Mark’s Gospel ends in silence, and Jesus never appears.  

  What if the writer of Mark’s Gospel wanted to end with silence? Surely, he knew the story. 
The women must have told somebody, or the author would never have known the details. He 
had heard the story passed down from those who knew Jesus to those who now gathered in 
Jesus’ name. Mark wrote his Gospel so the story would live beyond that original generation 
of eyewitnesses. Mark wrote it for those who had never seen Jesus or heard Him speak. The 
silence is for  them. Sometimes it's impossible to put mystery and ecstasy into words. 

   Mark’s silence is also for us. Of all the Easter Gospel stories, Mark invites us to stand 
where those first trembling witnesses stood. The three women didn’t see Jesus, neither do 
we. They didn’t hear Jesus call their names, neither have we. They weren’t invited to touch 
His wounded hands, neither have we. Yet, they believed, and so can we. 
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Nursery Notes 
   Last fall we added three new faces as Nursery Attendants: Amanda Braun, Zoe Francescato and Sonya 
McKain. The ladies are on a rotation and each provide a fun and caring atmosphere for the   children. 
Our church provides nursery Sunday mornings during both services and during Fellowship/Sunday 
School time (8:00am-12:00pm). Offering the extended nursery hour allows guardians to spend time in 
fellowship between services either in the Friendship Room or in a class. If you are interested in joining 
an Adult Sunday School or a small group during fellowship time, please contact Kelli or the church 
office! The nursery is also available Wednesday evenings during WOW (Worship On Wednesday) to al-
low parents to attend parenting study and small group. 
Third Thursday 
   Are you out of high school? Away from your home church for college? Single? Or dating but not    
married? Haven't started a family yet? If you are looking for a way to connect to Christ and other       
believers your age... this group is for you! On the third Thursday of each month (hence the name!) at 
7:00 we will meet at Jeremy and Sara LaBrie’s home for a discussion and hang out centered around 
Christ! This is open to any young adult in the community. Contact Kelli or the church for more            
information. 
Parenting Bible Study 
   In March we finished up the Art of Parenting series. There were 10 families that participated in the 
small groups that met Wednesday evenings and between services on Sunday mornings. This series was 
offered to the parents of the Little Blessings Preschool and we enjoyed getting to connect with some 
new families! We look forward to offering another study to the parents in the fall as well. There is a 
group of parents that continues to meet on Wednesdays while the children attend classes; we’d love to 
have more join us 
VBS 
   Are you ready to chill out with us this summer?! Don’t miss learning about the coolest book on the 
planet (the Bible!) Vacation Bible School at Operation Artic will be a flurry of fun and excitement!Join 
us May 23-27! Starting at 9:00 am in the sanctuary we will set off on an Artic adventure with songs, a 
skit and learning Bible verses. The fun continues all morning as the kids rotate from classroom time to 
playing games, making crafts and building woodworking projects. Lunch will be served and our time  
together for each day will end back in the sanctuary at 12:45 pm.  
The main leaders and teachers have committed their time but we are still in need of class helpers and 
rotation helpers! We are planning for 100+ children; if you are available any day(s) during that week, 
there will be place for you at VBS! Contact Kelli Jensen or the church office to volunteer. 
   Registration will be open after Easter so be on the look out for that! In the coming weeks will also 
have a list of items to be donated for snacks, lunch and crafts so be checking the bulletin for that list. 
Thank you to everyone that has 
donated their (washed out) milk 
jugs; we are anxious to start 
building the igloo! This church 
and  members make the chil-
dren and VBS a priority we can’t 
thank each of you enough for 
that! 
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If you would prefer to receive this publication via email only, please email the 

Church Office at: office@mccookumc.org and we will update your information** 

SAVE THE DATE  

MAY 11TH  

FOR THE MOTHER-DAUGHTER 

SALAD SUPPER 

To receive Pastor Jeff’s Daily Devotions 
please email pastor at  

pastorjeff@mccookumc.org  

and ask to be added to the daily         
devotion list. 

 

Give Plus  

If you are already familiar with Give Plus and 
would like to set up your giving account now, 

please visit the church website mccookumc.com 
and click on the link: Give Plus  Or Visit your 

phone app store for the GivePlus app. 

Memorial United Methodist Church 
105 East E Street 

McCook, NE 69001 
Phone (308)345 -2445 

Email office@mccookumc.org                

Lead Pastor Jeff Kelley 
Phone (402)873-8190 

Email pastorjeff@mccookumc.org 

Youth and Family Pastor Jeremy LaBrie 
Phone (402) 209-0415  

Email jeremy.labrie@yahoo.com 

Office Manager Nancy Ridlen 
Phone (308)345-2445 

Email office@mccookumc.org 

2021 Lay Leadership 

Council Chair– Todd Thieszen 
Recording Secretary-Jane Shield 
Lay Member of AC-Howard Kool 
Lay Member of AC-Gene Weedin 
Lay Leader-Dave Winder 
Financial Secretary-Marlene Foster 
Treasurer-Shary Skiles 
Education Chair-Dee Premer 
Youth Team-Matt Wiemers 
Worship Chair-Brenda McGuire 
Community Supper-Bonnie Brown 
Community Supper-Marge Daniels 
Endowment Chair-Greg Wolford 
Scholarship Chair-Colleen Olson 
Memorial Chair-Kristi Clapp 
Care Team-Alice Harpst 
Stewardship & Finance-Tom Bredvick 
UMW President-Marge Daniels 
PPRC Chair-Jeff Crick 
Trustees Chair-Bruce Wilcox 
Membership Secretary-Kathy Eaton 
 

Outreach Coordinator Kelli Jensen 
Phone (308)345-2445 

Email jensen.jk@hotmail.com 

http://mccookumc.com/give-plus

