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Memorial United Methodist Church 
105 East E Street 

McCook, NE 69001 
 

Phone (308)345-2445 
Email office@mccookumc.org                

if you would prefer to receive this publication via email only, please email the 

Church Office at: office@mccookumc.org and we will update your information** 

Lead Pastor Jeff Kelley 
Phone (402)873-8190 
Email jkelley59@windstream.net 

Youth and Family Pastor Jeremy LaBrie 
Phone (402) 209-0415  
Email jeremy.labrie@yahoo.com 

Our church is  collecting 
canned vegetables for 
the Pantry during the 
month of February  Items 
may be placed in the 

“Faith” basket found in the Narthex.  
*Next month will be: mac & cheese. 

Community Supper 

welcomes anyone 

who is in need of a 

meal, or would  

simply like some  

dining company.   

We serve a hot meal every Thursday 

evening from 5:30-6:00pm in The          

United Methodist Fellowship Hall 

2020 Lay Leadership 

Council Chair– Todd Thieszen 

Recording Secretary-Jane Shield 

Lay Member of AC-Howard Kool 

Lay Member of AC-Gene Weedin 

Lay Leader-Dave Winder 

Financial Secretary-Marlene Foster 

Treasurer-Shary Skiles 

Education Chair-Dee Premer 

Youth Board-Janie Bredvick 

Worship Chair-Brenda McGuire 

Community Supper-Bonnie Brown 

Community Supper-Marge Daniels 

Endowment Chair-Greg Wolford 

Scholarship Chair-Colleen Olson 

Memorial Chair-Kristi Clapp 

Care Team-Alice Harpst 

Stewardship & Finance-Tom Bredvick 

UMW President-Marge Daniels 

PPRC Chair-Jeff Crick 

Trustees Chair-Mitch Lyster 

Membership Secretary-Kathy Eaton 
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The Open Door 
 Memorial United Methodist Church of McCook, NE 

Newsletter 

FEBRUARY 2020 ISSUE 

Don’t Forget!!  
February 26th is Ash Wednesday. 
7am-Imposition of Ashes, 6:15pm-Service 

Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world with Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

Calendar Highlights 

• Feb 2nd– Souper Bowl Sunday 

• Feb. 6th—Trustees Meeting 

• Feb. 9th—Special Guest Speaker 

• Feb 11th—Care Team 

• Feb. 12th– AD Council 

• Feb 13th– UMW Meeting 

• Feb 14th– Happy Valentine’s Day 

• Feb 16th– Alpha/Omega Guest 

Speakers 

• Feb 26th– Ash Wed. Services & 

Sarah Circle 

Pledge Sunday Is This Month 
 

Sunday, February 23rd is Pledge Sunday. 

Please prayerfully consider the ways God 

may be leading you to share in our         

ministry. Pledge cards will be available in 

the bulletins that day. These cards provide a list of time, talent 

& treasure opportunities to choose from.  

Special Guest Speaker From Miriam’s Hope 
 

Luke Kliewer from Miriam’s Hope will be our special guest speaker on  

February 9th, during both 8:15am & 10:30am Worship Services. 

 

Miriam’s Hope 
Our story of God's hand in our life 
 

Miriam’s Hope started as just a vision in the hearts of 

Luke and Corina Kliewer.  Working in foster care for 

8 years and witnessing the trauma inflicted upon 

the youth and the biological parents they were  

adamant that something needed to be done.    

Luke and Corina began praying over a property 

located near their home.  The building was an old 

classroom building for a church that was left vacant for most of the 

year.  For years they walked through the parking lot and prayed that God 

would use the property for His glory.  Telling no one for many years they let 

the vision of God form in their hearts.  Learn more, page 6... 
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On behalf of UMC’s Memorial Committee, Kristi Clapp, the Memorial 
Committee’s newest chairperson, accepted an anonymous memorial 
donation towards the Church’s Legacy Fund for $4,000.  The Legacy 
Fund is a fund benefiting our church within the Nebraska Community 
Foundation in which the earnings from the fund are paid back annual-
ly. The donation was given in honor of Shelly Harpham and Angie 
Reiners, our Memorial United Staff, in recognition of their dedication 
to our church  family and the community being served.   

 
Memorials are commonly presented in memory of a loved one, but 
may also be given in honor of others. Memorials are one of the many 
ways you can  support future projects of our Church.  Listed below 
are  just a few of the ways memorials may be given. 
 
 
 

 
 

Legacy Fund Receives Anonymous Gift 

Pictured above: Tom Bredvick presenting the 
anonymous check to  Kristi Clapp. 

 Kristi accepted the Memorial Chair 
position during the 2019 Annual  

Conference. 

1. A Gift to Our Endowment Fund (Designated) 
A gift to the Endowment Fund of Memorial United Methodist Church within the Nebraska United          
Methodist Foundation is an excellent way to provide a lasting memorial for a loved one, or to honor per-
sons living on a special occasion, such as birthdays, anniversaries, or other special achievements. The              
Endowments Fund is maintained as a separate fund that will help secure health and growth of the church. 
You may honor your loved one’s passion by designating your gift to a number of areas: facilities, mis-
sions, new ministries, general education, scholarships, etc. The principal of these funds is generally not 
spent; the interests/dividend earned are used to fund projects that fall outside the annual church budget. 

 
2. A Gift To Our  Legacy Account (Undesignated) 

The Memorial United Methodist Church Legacy Account is managed by McCook Community Founda-
tion Fund (an affiliated fund of Nebraska Community Foundation) and the endowment income is distrib-
uted  annually for the church to apply where it is needed most. The Legacy Account was established by 
donors and church members as a permanent income stream for the church to meet special opportunities as 
they are identified. The Legacy Account not only lasts forever, it increases in size and provides a wonder-
ful opportunity to assure long-term financial support for the church’s needs. Giving to the Legacy Ac-
count will have a lasting impact on the Methodist Church.  

 
3. A Gift  Directly To Memorial United Methodist Church (Designated or Undesignated) 

Memorial United Methodist Church continues to operate primarily through 
the normal pledges and contributions of its members and friends. A direct 
gift in honor lo loved ones to Memorial Committee MUMC goes to support 
the ministry and mission of church outside the annual budget. The donor 
may designate gifts to a specific area (music, scholarships or youth             
education; or undesignated). The principle of these gifts is spent and the 
funds are overseen by the Memorial committee. 

Pictured above: Shelly Harpham 
& Angie Reiners, honors of the 

most recent Legacy  Gift 

An upcoming newsletter article will highlight the various ways our 
church is financially supported by our membership with tithing,            
memorials, endowments, gifting, and volunteering.  For more              

information about memorials in honor of or in memory of your family  
or friends, please consider visiting with Kristi or Pastor Jeff.  
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We now offer more ways to give 
for your convenience: 

 
1. Visit us at: 
www.mccookumc.com , or 
2. Download our app, or 
3. Simply text your amount to: 844-
415-0118  

Be sure to choose “Souperbowl 
Sunday” to designate your gift  

WHEN: Sunday February 16th at 7pm 
WHERE: Methodist Church Sanctuary 

Why: To “Discover Creation”  
 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! 

Lanny and Marilyn Johnson are former    
evolutionists with degrees in geology and         
biology. Creation teaching was instrumental in 
bringing them to a settled assurance that all of 
God’s Word can be trusted. In 1993, God led 
them to join Alpha Omega Institute and estab-
lish the Children’s Ministry to fortify children 
with the truth of the Bible and to help them 
avoid the pitfalls of evolution. They are          
well-known for their dynamic VBS programs 
with puppet shows featuring “Eugene,” an           
ornery but loveable lion. While continuing to 
minister extensively to children, their family 
programs and presentations for youth, college 
students, and adults are also very well-received. 

https://www.discovercreation.org/  

DISCOVER CREATION WITH AOI 

"Souper bowl Sunday" is          
coming up!   

The UMC Youth Group will be doing a "Superbowl Quiz Show" on  

Sunday, February 2nd during both services  
 

as well as a free will donation soup lunch.   
Lunch will be served down in the fellowship hall starting after the 
first service.  We will serve lunch after the second service as well.   

 
We are also accepting dry goods for the Food Pantry during lunch 

as a free will donation. 

Sunday February 16th at 7pm the Method-
ist Youth Group would like to invite you to join them for 

a “Discover Creation” event.  Please join us as we       
discover God’s truths of the bible and how they coin-

cide with the dinosaurs and creation. 
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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

We are so excited for Jesus’ Birthday! We Invite you to our Christmas programs 
on Sunday,  Dec 8th at 2 pm, this will be our morning class. Mon, Dec 9th at 
7pm, this is our afternoon class program. We will join in with the youth of our 
church on Dec 15th at 10:30 am.  

Pastor Jeremy has been having church with us every week. We love hearing how 
God loves us, we are special to him and he is always with us! We’ve been hear-
ing about Jesus’ birth and how Baby Jesus was sent by God because he loves us 
so much. 

We’ve been learning about kindness and manners. Our Preschoolers were hap-
py to take food to the pantry so we could share with others.  

Thank you for your support of our children’s ministry, it’s so humbling to watch 
our little ones invite Jesus into their hearts and learn to all the skills they need to 
enter school. God Bless You! 

Merry Christmas, 

Traci 

I am praying to you because I know you will answer, O God. Bend down and listen as I 
pray. ~Psalm 17:6 

Dian Bryant, Jeri Hoxsey, Carlos Hernandez, Owen Carter, Chas Fritsche, Brian Reynolds, Karen Miller, Cindy Wilcox, 
Kim Holliday, Bobbie Wallace, Willard Messinger,  Christel Lakatosh, Larry Swanson, John Stetzel, Luke Schwartz,          
Samuel Lee, Cindee Wagner, Ree Smock,  Glora Clark, Rosa Conroy, Calvin Corbett, Gerald  Disney, Ed Overton, 
Donna Olson, Judy Lowery 
 

Pray for our US Government leaders, our schools and their students, first responders, and all the women and men who 
have and who still are serving our country. 

 

What Is Miriam’s Hope 

As many of you know, I’ve been involved in a ministry for several years called Miriam’s 

Hope in Hastings, Nebraska. I am happy to announce that Miriam’s will be expanding its 

ministry by opening another facility east of Oberlin, Kansas. Pastor Jeff encouraged me to 

include some information about Miriam’s Hope in this month’s newsletter, so my new 

church family could have a better understanding of what Miriam’s Hope is all about. At 

Miriam&#39;s Hope we are seeking to re-orient families on the foundation of Jesus 

Christ.  Here is what we offer our families: 

 
                                 Miriam&#39;s Hope focuses all our services on 4 pillars: 

   Accountability   Discipleship 

   Sharing Burdens   Teaching Love of Self, then Love of Others 

 

Miriam’s Hope is a 12-18-month transitional living rehabilitation program that seeks to keep children out of 

the foster care system.  Nebraska places children in foster care at twice the rate as the rest of the United 

States.  Children in foster care have PTSD at two times the rate of veterans.  Our program takes families 

that are at a high risk of losing their children to foster care and rehabilitates them on the foundation of  

Jesus Christ and the teachings of the Scriptures.  

 

We at Miriam’s Hope realize that the family structure is important for children to live victorious lives in Christ 

Jesus.  80% of our prison population has spent some time in foster care.  Clearly the home life is a strong 

indicator of long-term success in life.  Currently, Miriam’s facilities in Hastings, Nebraska include two           

apartments in which we house our families, a fellowship area, laundry, library and children’s play area. 

Miriam’s is also in the process of expanding its ministry to Oberlin, Kansas where we hope to house at least 

4 additional families. We take all our program offerings and develop a plan that meets the needs of each 

specific family.  By working with community programs our offerings include: 

We also set our clients up with two mentor families from the local community.  These families provide support to 

our families by meeting with them weekly to model for them what a healthy family looks like.  Every day at 

Miriam’s Hope starts with prayer and bible study.  When our clients have progressed enough in the          

program, they participate in outreach programs in the community.  

After completion of the program, Miriam’s Hope assists the residents in finding suitable housing so their 

transition from the Miriam’s facility into the community is as smooth as possible. Miriam’s Hope is a              

non-profit ministry and relies solely on donations from the public. If you feel that God is calling you to        

partner with Miriam’s Hope, there are many ways that you can get involved. 

-Pray-above all we need your prayer. Scripture says the enemy prowls around looking for someone to  

devour. Many of the families we see at Miriam’s are being consumed by the enemy. Our best line of       

defense against the enemy is prayer. 

-Volunteer-if you would like to give your time to a ministry such as Miriam’s Hope, there are many              

opportunities for you. From mentor families &amp; service projects to holding board &amp; committee 

roles, your talents are vital to the success of the program. 

-Financial-it’s been a blessing to see how generous people have been since Miriam’s first opened its 

doors to families in 2017. Your gift will effectively change broken families lives for Christ. 

 

If you would like more information about Miriam’s Hope and its programs, please do not hesitate to call us 

(402) 705-8971 or visit our website at MiriamsHope.com 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Jeremy 

 Drug and alcohol counseling 

 Marriage classes 

 Parenting classes 

 Life Skills classes 

 Nutrition classes 

 Finance classes 

 GED classes 

 College guidance 

 Tutoring for children in Miriam’s 

Hope 

 Relationship counseling 

 Emotional Health counseling 

 and a host of others 

Youth and Family Pastor Jeremy LaBrie 
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Traci Wiemers, Teacher  
Sherri Hidy, Teacher’s Assistant 

PH (308)345-6335 

We are very thankful for the generous gifts 
from our congregation, the Memorial  
United Methodist Women, and thoughtful 
friends of the preschool who continually 
help us. We are very grateful for your      
support! We were able to replace all of our car seats 

that were expiring in January and 
help support families who needed a 

little extra help. Thank you for your generosity! 

Our preschoolers have been learning about David the young 
shepherd boy who was sent to by his father to take food to 
his brothers who were fighting in a battle. David knew that 
God would help him conquer the giant Goliath and he did 
with God’s help. Pastor Jeremy asked us if we wanted to be 
part of God’s army. A mighty YES came from our kids who 
know that God is always with us. Our next story will be      
another story of faith with Daniel in the Lions Den.  

The students have been busy learning their letters, for letter P we made pizzas and 
had popcorn in our pajamas. The morning class is working on 
numbers and writing their names. The afternoon class is busy 
sounding out 2 and 3 letter words, writing their last names, 
and numbers. We will be taking a field trip to Dr. Haugen’s 
dental office to learn about  taking care of 
our teeth and we are looking forward to 
celebrating friendship on Valentine’s Day.  

Blessings, 

Traci Wiemers 
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Traci Wiemers, Teacher  
Sherri Hidy, Teacher’s Assistant 

PH (308)345-6335 

 

We are so excited for Jesus’ Birthday! We Invite you to our Christmas programs 
on Sunday,  Dec 8th at 2 pm, this will be our morning class. Mon, Dec 9th at 
7pm, this is our afternoon class program. We will join in with the youth of our 
church on Dec 15th at 10:30 am.  

Pastor Jeremy has been having church with us every week. We love hearing how 
God loves us, we are special to him and he is always with us! We’ve been hear-
ing about Jesus’ birth and how Baby Jesus was sent by God because he loves us 
so much. 

We’ve been learning about kindness and manners. Our Preschoolers were hap-
py to take food to the pantry so we could share with others.  

Thank you for your support of our children’s ministry, it’s so humbling to watch 
our little ones invite Jesus into their hearts and learn to all the skills they need to 
enter school. God Bless You! 

Merry Christmas, 

Traci 

I am praying to you because I know you will answer, O God. Bend down and listen as I 
pray. ~Psalm 17:6 

Dian Bryant, Jeri Hoxsey, Carlos Hernandez, Owen Carter, Chas Fritsche, Brian Reynolds, Karen Miller, Cindy Wilcox, 
Kim Holliday, Bobbie Wallace, Willard Messinger,  Christel Lakatosh, Larry Swanson, John Stetzel, Luke Schwartz,          
Samuel Lee, Cindee Wagner, Ree Smock,  Glora Clark, Rosa Conroy, Calvin Corbett, Gerald  Disney, Ed Overton, 
Donna Olson, Judy Lowery 
 

Pray for our US Government leaders, our schools and their students, first responders, and all the women and men who 
have and who still are serving our country. 

 

Sunday, Feb 23, 8:15 AM  
   Jane Shield-Usher  
   Cindy Dame -Usher  
   Jim Ruff -Usher  
   Dan Unger -Usher  
   Robb Overton -Greeter  
   Gage Overton -Greeter  
   Lanie Overton -Greeter  
   Mary Jo Overton -Greeter  
   Dan Dueland -Sound  
   Dee Premer-Power Point  
   Joanne Dueland -Fellowship Host  
   Clair Hanson - Transportation  
   Bill Marshall -Transportation  
 
Sunday, Feb 23, 10:30 AM  
   Steve Fries    - Usher  
   Carla Fries    - Usher  
   Tom Poore    - Usher  
   Melanie Goodenberger - Usher  
   Dian Trail    - Greeter  
   Donna Swanson    - Greeter  
   Linda Hall    - Greeter  
   NOT FILLED    - Greeter 
   Chuck Trail    -Sound  

Sunday, Feb 2nd 

Souper Bowl Sunday 
 
 

 
Methodist Youth will serve 

as ushers, greeters, &       
fellowship hosts for Souper 

Bowl Sunday 
 
 8:15am 
Dan Dueland - Sound  
Dee Premer -Power Point  
 
10:30am 
Greg Wolford - Sound 
 
 
 

Sunday, Feb 9, 8:15 AM  
   Dave Winder    - Usher  
   Bonnie Brown    - Usher  
   Eloise Farber    - Usher  
   Dan Unger    - Usher  
   Terri Winder    - Greeter  
   Helen Magee    - Greeter  
   Darlene Loper    - Greeter  
   Mike Brown    - Greeter  
   Dave Winder    - Sound  
   Dee Premer    -Power Point  
   Cindy Dame    - Fellowship Host  
   Clair Hanson    - Transportation  
   Bill Marshall    - Transportation  
 
Sunday, Feb 9, 10:30 AM   
   Gene Weedin    -Usher  
   Tom Poore    - Usher  
   Karla Polly    - Usher  
   Dave Polly    - Usher  
   Josh Hill    - Greeter  
   Jill Hill    - Greeter  
   Brynn Hill    - Greeter  
   Norma Stevens    - Greeter  
   NOT FILLED    - Sound 

Sunday, Feb 16, 8:15 AM  
   Marlene Foster    - Usher  
   Kenneth Foster    - Usher  
   NOT FILLED - Usher  
   NOT FILLED - Usher  
   Pat Unger    - Greeter  
   Dave Unger    - Greeter  
   Dale Dueland    - Greeter  
   Mary Dueland    - Greeter  
   NOT FILLED - Sound  
   Dee Premer    - Power Point  
   Deb Wilcox    - Fellowship Host  
   NOT FILLED    - Transportation 
 
Sunday, Feb 16, 10:30 AM  
   Gene Weedin    - Usher  
   Howard Kool    -    10:30 Usher  
   Janet Kool    -    10:30 Usher  
   Greg Wolford    -    10:30 Usher  
   Brenda McGuire    - Greeter  
   Char Froman    - Greeter  
   George Froman    - Greeter  
   Jack Stevens    -    10:30 Greeter  
   Erik Olson    -    10:30 Sound  

February Volunteer Schedule 

Help Needed: 
Listed below are areas where we are short on volunteers. If you are interested in 

helping out, please fill out a volunteer card, or call the church office @ 345-2445 

Sunday morning transportation drivers 

Power Point/Computer operators 

10:30am Sound Board 

Schedules are generated in 3 month intervals. The current cycle is January through March 31st. 

If you would like to change or update your schedule, and have not yet set up your MSP profile, 

please call the office. We can help you through the setup process. If you would rather, we can 

also manually change it for you :)  

**As soon as February 23rd pledge cards are entered, schedules for 2020 Fellowship Hostesses will be mailed out** 

We are excited to announce the launch of our newest tool for our members:   

Give Plus  

If you are already familiar with Give Plus and would like to set up your giving account 

now, please visit the church website and click on the link: Give Plus 
Or Visit your phone app store for Give+ 

If you would rather, you can also  text 844-415-0118 for a one time gift. 
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February 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

SOUPERBOWL 

SUNDAY 

8:15 & 10:30 Worship 

9:30 Sunday School 

6pm-Sig.Light Band 

7pm-3:16 Youth Group 

3 4 

5:15pm-FROG 

5 

6pm-Midweek Classes 

7pm-Choir 

8pm-Bell Choir 

6 

5:30pm-Community 
Supper 

6:30pm-Trustees Mtg 

7 8 

9 

Special Guest 

Speaker 

8:15 & 10:30 Worship 

9:30 Sunday School 

6pm-Sig.Light Band 

7pm-3:16 Youth Group 

10 11 

9:30am-Care Team 

5:15pm-FROG 

12 

6pm-Midweek Classes 

7pm-Choir 

8pm-Bell Choir 

8pm-AD Council 

13 

12:30pm-UMW Exec. 
Meeting 

1:30pm-UMW 

5:30pm-Community 
Supper 

14 

HAPPY VALENTINE’S 

DAY!! 

15 

16 

8:15 & 10:30 Worship 

9:30 Sunday School 

6pm-Sig.Light Band 

7pm-Alpha/
Omega Guest 
Speakers 

17 18 

5:15pm-FROG 

19 

6pm-Midweek Classes 

7pm-Choir 

8pm-Bell Choir 

20 

5:30pm-Community 
Supper 

21 

Newsletter Article 
Deadline 

22 

23 

8:15 & 10:30 Worship 

9:30 Sunday School 

6pm-Sig.Light Band 

7pm-3:16 Youth Group 

24 25 

2:30pm-Hillcrest Bingo 

5:15pm-FROG 

26 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

7am-Imposition of 
Ashes 

1:30pm-Sarah Circle 

6:15pm-Ash Wed. 
Service 

7pm-Choir 

8pm-Bell Choir 

27 

1:30pm-Esther Circle 

5:30pm-Community 
Supper 

28 29 

105 EAST E STREET 
MCCOOK, NE 69001 

PH 308-345-2445 
office@mccookumc.org 
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http://mccookumc.com/give-plus

