
 

Memorial United Methodist Church 
105 East E Street 

McCook, NE 69001 
 

Phone (308)345-2445 
Email office@mccookumc.org                

if you would prefer to receive this publication via email only, 

please email the Church Office at: office@mccookumc.org and we will update your infor-

mation** 

Lead Pastor Jeff Kelley 
Phone (402)873-8190 
Email jkelley59@windstream.net 

Youth and Family Pastor Jeremy LaBrie 
Phone (402) 209-0415  
Email jeremy.labrie@yahoo.com 

Our church is  collecting 

crackers for the Pantry dur-

ing the month of December  

Items may be placed in the 

“Faith” basket found in the 

Narthex.  

*Next month will be: peanut butter. 

Community Supper 

welcomes anyone 

who is in need of a 

meal, or would  

simply like some  

dining company.   

We serve a hot meal every Thursday 

evening from 5:30-6:00pm in The          

United Methodist Fellowship Hall 

2019 Lay Leadership 

Council Chair– Todd Thieszen 

Recording Secretary-Jane Shield 

Lay Member of AC-Howard Kool 

Lay Member of AC-Gene Weedin 

Lay Leader-Dave Winder 

Financial Secretary-Marlene Foster 

Treasurer-Shary Skiles 

Education Chair-Dee Premer 

Youth Board-Janie Bredvick 

Worship Chair-Edith McCorkle 

Community Supper-Bonnie Brown 

Community Supper-Marge Daniels 

Endowment Chair-Greg Wolford 

Memorial Chair-Alice Harpst 

Care Team-Alice Harpst 

Stewardship & Finance-Tom Bredvick 

UMW President-Marge Daniels 

PPRC Chair-Jeff Crick 

Trustees Chair-Mitch Lyster 

Membership Secretary-Kathy Eaton 
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Help Needed 
The ladies at Helping Hand Thrift 
Store are in need of a volunteer to 
help measure and mark material 
that comes in to the store. If you 
would like to help out, please call 
the store at 345-7163 and ask for 
Kathy Eaton or Marilyn Anderson. 

New Sermon Series For Christmas 
Pastor Jeff Kelley 

“Grace”, Why It’s So Amazing 

I know I'm naive to wonder this, but I don't know why everybody 

wouldn't want Christianity to be true. Maybe not the version other 

people grew up with or maybe not the version that you grew up with, 

maybe not Christianity the way we've made it, or what we've turned it 

into, but I don't know why everybody wouldn't want the original ver-

sion to be true, Jesus irresistible version to be true. Because, there's a 

big difference between, "I don't believe it's true," and "I don't believe 

it's true... "  When people are confronted with the original version of 

Jesus and the claims of Jesus, why wouldn’t they wouldn't at least 

want it to be true. 

Christianity, in its earliest original form, was so extraordinarily attrac-

tive that I don't understand why people in modern times wouldn't 

want it to be true even if intellectually, they can't actually get there, 

because Jesus was attractive. People were attracted to Jesus. Early 

Christianity was attractive that eventually, it became the predominant 

philosophy and religious world view of the Roman Empire. Christianity 

has shaped Western culture. There was something so attractive about 

it, and the thing that makes Christianity so attractive, at least the origi-

nal version, is a single word. It's the word that makes me want it to be 

true. And the word is grace.  

 

Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world with Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

Calendar Highlights 

• Dec. 5th– Trustees Mtg 

• Dec. 8th & 9th-Preschool Programs 

• Dec. 11th– AD Council 

• Dec 12th– UMW Christmas Dinner 

• Dec. 15th-Special 10:00 Service 

• Dec 24th– Christmas Eve Services 



Traci Wiemers, Teacher  
Sherri Hidy, Teacher’s Assistant 

PH (308)345-6335 

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

We are so excited for Jesus’ Birthday! We In-
vite you to our Christmas programs on Sun-
day,  Dec 8th at 2 pm, this will be our morning 
class. Mon, Dec 9th at 7pm, this is our after-
noon class program. We will join in with the 
youth of our church on Dec 15th at 10:30 am.  

Pastor Jeremy has been having 
church with us every week. We love hearing how God loves us, 
we are special to him and he is always with us! We’ve been 
hearing about Jesus’ birth and how Baby Jesus was sent by God 
because he loves us so much. 

We’ve been learning about kindness and manners. Our Pre-
schoolers were happy to take food to the pantry so we could 
share with others.  

Thank you for your support of our children’s 
ministry, it’s so humbling to watch our little 
ones invite Jesus into their hearts and learn to 
all the skills they need to enter school. God 
Bless You! 

Merry Christmas, 

Traci 

I am praying to you because I know you will answer, O God. Bend down and listen as I 
pray. ~Psalm 17:6 

Dian Bryant, Jeri Hoxsey, Carlos Hernandez, Owen Carter, Chas Fritsche, Brian Reynolds, Karen Miller, Cindy Wilcox, 
Kim Holliday, Bobbie Wallace, Willard Messinger,  Christel Lakatosh, Larry Swanson, John Stetzel, Luke Schwartz,          
Samuel Lee, Cindee Wagner, Ree Smock,  Glora Clark, Rosa Conroy, Calvin Corbett, Gerald  Disney, Ed Overton, 
Donna Olson, Judy Lowery 
 

Pray for our US Government leaders, our schools and their students, first responders, and all the women and men who 
have and who still are serving our country. 

What do the candles in our Advent wreath mean? 
The Advent wreath was originally a German and Scandinavian home devotional practice 
used to mark the four weeks of Advent. Although many symbols have been attributed to it 
since that time, it was originally intended as a way to mark the Advent season and the weeks 
until Christmas. 
Families would light a candle for each past week and the current week at their dinner or 
evening time of prayer. The configuration of candles, whether in a line or a circle, did not matter. Neither 
did the color of the candles (all colors are used in homes in Europe). What mattered was the marking of 
time and the increase of light each week in the face of increasing darkness as the winter solstice ap-
proached. 

As Advent wreaths began to be used by congregations on Sundays in 
some places in Europe and America beginning in the late 19th century, 
adaptations were needed for the larger worship spaces. Candles need-
ed to be larger and more specialized than the "daily candles" hand-
made or purchased for home use. They also needed to be more uni-
form in color to fit with other decor in the sanctuary. Purple (and more 
recently blue) has become the basic color of the candles to coordinate 
with color of the paraments used during this season. 
As Advent wreaths changed from practical private use to the more 
symbolic context of public worship, it became important for the can-
dles to have meaning rather than simply mark time and add light. Cere-

monies were developed around the lighting of the candles each week. 
In time there was an effort, largely spurred by church supply houses that sold the special candles and 
wreaths, to provide a particular meaning to each candle. The themes of Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace be-
came popular, based on scriptures from the one-year lectionaries used at that time. However, the historic 
theme of Advent is more broad and deep than any one-word theme can capture. 
So what are we to say, then, about the meaning of the Advent wreath today? We can still draw meaning 
from its original home use: to mark time while increasing light. Advent, the first season of the Christian 
year, is all about time. We await the day described in Revelation 21:23 when, “The city doesn’t need the 
sun or the moon to shine on it, because God’s glory is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb.” At Christmas we 

celebrate that in Christ, “The true light that shines on all people 
was coming into the world” (John 1:9). 

From Pastor Jeff... 
Lead Pastor, Rev. Jeff  Kelley 

I  
 

Christmas Eve Service Times 
5pm, 7pm, & 11pm 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 


