
 

Memorial United Methodist Church 
105 East E Street 

McCook, NE 69001 
 

Phone (308)345-2445 
Email office@mccookumc.org                

if you would prefer to receive this publication via email only, please email the Church Office at: 

office@mccookumc.org and we will update your information** 

2019 Lay Leadership 

Council Chair– Todd Thieszen 

Recording Secretary-Jane Shield 

Lay Member of AC-Howard Kool 

Lay Member of AC-Gene Weedin 

Lay Leader-Dave Winder 

Financial Secretary-Marlene Foster 

Treasurer-Shary Skiles 

Education Chair-Dee Premer 

Youth Board-Janie Bredvick 

Worship Chair-Edith McCorkle 

Community Supper-Bonnie Brown 

Community Supper-Marge Daniels 

Endowment Chair-Greg Wolford 

Memorial Chair-Alice Harpst 

Care Team-Alice Harpst 

Stewardship & Finance-Tom Bredvick 

UMW President-Marge Daniels 

PPRC Chair-Jeff Crick 

Trustees Chair-Mitch Lyster 

Membership Secretary-Kathy Eaton 

 

 

Lead Pastor Jeff Kelley 
Phone (402)873-8190 
Email jkelley59@windstream.net 

Youth and Family Pastor Jeremy LaBrie 
Phone (402) 209-0415  
Email jeremy.labrie@yahoo.com 

Our church is  collecting 

pasta sauce for the Pantry 

during the month of          

October.  Items may be 

placed in the “Faith” basket 

found in the Narthex.  

*Next month will be: peanut butter. 

Community Supper 

welcomes anyone who 

is in need of a meal, or 

would simply like 

some dining company.   

We serve a hot meal every Thursday 

evening from 5:30-6:00pm in The          

United Methodist Fellowship Hall 

The Open Door 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world with  

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

Provided by Memorial United Methodist Church of McCook, NE 
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Calendar Highlights 
 

• Oct. 3rd– Trustees Mtg 

• Oct. 6th- Life Chain 

• Oct. 9th– AD Council 

• Oct. 14th-Little Blessings 

Fundraiser begins 

• Oct. 18th- UMW Conference 

weekend begins 

• Oct. 20th– UMW Sunday 

• Oct. 22nd– Hillcrest Bingo 

• Oct. 23rd– Sarah Circle 

• Oct. 24th– Esther Circle 

• Oct. 28th– Little Blessings 

Fundraiser ends 

• Oct. 31st– Trunk or Treat 

ART OF PARENTING 
“Whatever else may be said about the home, it is the single most 
influential force in our earthly existence. No price tag can            
adequately reflect its value, no gauge can measure its ultimate 

influence, for good or ill.”   Charles Swindoll 
 

Come and join us Wednesday nights as we learn the 
foundations necessary for building Godly families.  Meal 
provided if you’d like or come @ 6:20 for class. Class will 
be in the Church Library. 

NEW STUDY SERIES COMING 
October 27th, Pastor Kelley will be starting a new series 
on the book of Judges. Come join us on Sunday mornings 
at 8:15am or 10:30am. Prior Sunday messages can be 
heard on our website at: www.mccookumc.com  



Ann Trail of McCook, Nebraska is once again coordinating local Adopt-A-Chaplain 
efforts to bring some Christmas cheer to our troops. Donated items will be delivered 
to 6 chaplains in Korea, Egypt, Kandahar, Kuwait, Bagram and Afghanistan who will 
then distribute them to troops in time for the holidays. Each package costs $18.45 
(large flat rate) to ship, so cash donations are always greatly appreciated. 
 
Items can be delivered to Ann Trail’s home at 201 West M Street in McCook. She 
can also be reached at: 308.345.5181 or 308.340.3578 (cell) 

• Chapstick 
• Deodorant for men and women 
• Body wash (not too fragrant & no 

large bottles) 
• Hand and foot warmers 
• Razors (triple edge)-no shaving 

cream 
• Lotions (hand & body) 
• Baby wipes 
• DVD movies (new) 
• Gamebooks, crosswords, word 

searches, Sudoku, etc. 
• New playing cards 
• Coffeemate (different flavors) 
• Coffee (different flavors) 
• Hot chocolate packets 

• Hot cider packets 
• Single drink mixes for water 
• Mac & cheese (individual cups) 
• Raman noodles (individual cups) 
• Microwave popcorn 
• Beef jerky (LOVE THESE) 
• Snack crackers 
• Power bars 
• Granola bars 
• Trail mix (individual packages) 
• Chewing gum 
• Candy (pre-wrapped) 
• Sunflower seeds (different flavors) 
• Money is also appreciated for the 

cost of mailing the packages 

Items Needed For Soldiers 

A short note on a Christmas card is always so 
much appreciated to include to our soldiers. 
 

ITEMS NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR ADOPT-A-CHAPLAIN 

BEWARE OF EMAIL SCAMMERS 

Recently, a cyber threat has reached many businesses, 
including church congregations through email-based  
impersonation scams. The scheme involves                   
cybercriminals mimicking  pastors and leaders through 
the use of phishing emails. Criminals pose as  personnel 
in positions of authority and ask victims to perform 
money transfers, pay invoices, or to send the  attacker 
sensitive data.  

Email Impersonation Attacks Rely on Spoofing 
Email spoofing is when an attacker (cybercriminal)       
forges an email so that it appears the email has been 
sent by someone else. This is either done so that the  
entire name and email  address of the sender is a         
forgery, or in more straightforward cases, just the name 
of the sender. Here is an  example of one sent to our 
church  recently: 

Seems harmless, right? However, notice the email:  
REV. JEFF KELLEY <president333344@gmail.com>.       

Pastor Jeff’s email is actually: 
jkelley59@windstream.net.    

          
The typical  intention of the attacker is to trick their    
victims into: making money transfers, paying fake          
invoices, sending back sensitive data, or clicking on        
hyperlinks to take over the victims computer.  
 
If you receive an email like this asking for money, or  
other financial information, DO NOT REPLY. Our pastors 
and leaders would only speak of donations and            
financials in person or over the phone.  
 

UMW WEEKEND IS 
COMING SOON 

The United Methodist   
Women have a full weekend 
scheduled in October.  
 
On Friday, October 18th, the 
District Meeting will be held  
here at our church. On      
Saturday, our UMW will host 
the 2019 UMW Fall          
Conference in our sanctuary. 
The weekend wraps up with 
UMW Sunday on the 20th.  
 
Please keep our Methodist 
Women in your prayers as 
they fellowship and conduct 
their fall meeting. 
 
If you have any questions, 
please contact our UMW 
president, Marge Daniels: 
308.340.0705 



Traci Wiemers, Teacher  
Sherri Hidy, Teacher’s Assistant 

PH (308)345-6335 

We have had great start to our preschool year! We 
are blessed by our students!  

During letter Aa week we learned about apples and 
God’s  creation. Letter Bb was for bears, writing our 
names, cutting, and listening to God tell Noah to 
build a big boat. For letter Cc we have been pretend 
camping, and learning about the promise God made 
to Abraham and Sarah.  

Thank you to Pastor Jeremy and Pastor Jeff for hav-
ing church with us once a week! Next week we will 
have school pictures and Donuts with Dad or some-
one special.  

Thank you for your support! 

Blessings, 

Traci 

LITTLE BLESSINGS PRESCHOOL 2019 FUNDRAISER 
We are asking for your support in our 
fall fundraiser. The funds earned will be 
used to replace 13 car seats that expire       
January 2020. We hope to also replace a 
broken basketball hoop and purchase 
new playground balls. Any extra funds 
will go for the enrichment activities for 
our preschoolers.  

The preschool will be selling some fun 
and creative items from the “Holiday 
Wishes”  and “The Crafty Kitchen” cata-
logs. If you would like to take a look at any 
of the fundraising catalogs, copies are 
available in the church office.  
Support our preschool! Get your orders 
in now-sale ends October 28th! 

Webster’s Dictionary defines identity as such; the distinguishing character or personality of 

an individual. Over the next few weeks I will be challenging our youth on what their 

“Identity” is. How they see themselves and how others see them. Are they athletic, popular, 

good looking, musical, outgoing, generous, reliable, etc.? These all seem like positive things to be             

identified with. Or, maybe they are grumpy, selfish, dependent of others, narcissistic, rash, arrogant? 

These characteristics are not so good. Who are you? Does one of these characteristics hit home to who 

you are? At one time or another in our lives we’ve identified with at least some of the positive identity 

characteristics listed above. However, no matter how much of the positive characteristics we identify 

with, we’ve often been rash, selfish, arrogant and the list goes on. 

Maybe instead of looking at who we are, we should look at who’s we are. When we are in Christ, He takes 

our identity and replaces it with his. All of us possess some good and some bad identity characteristics. 

Despite this, Jesus can use our lives for his glory if we allow him to. 

In John 6:1-14 we read the story of the five loaves and the two fish. Most of us are           

familiar with this story. Jesus took five loaves and two fish and fed five thousand men 

(more like ten thousand people if you include the women and children present). What a 

miraculous story. 

Like many of these miraculous accounts of Christ, it’s easy to miss the story within the 

story. In verse 9, Jesus takes five small barley loaves and two small fish from a boy. It 

doesn’t say who the boy is or where he came from but, we must assume he was more 

than willing to give Jesus his sack lunch. This boy didn’t have much to offer for such a 

great task of feeding ten thousand people, but he gave all he had in faith, knowing Jesus could use it for 

greater things. It doesn’t speak to character of the boy, if he was popular amongst his peers, if he was a 

positive role model or good at soccer. The boy’s main identity characteristic in this story was that he gave 

what he had, and it wasn’t much, five loaves and two fish, but he gave it all to Christ and Christ used it to 

feed thousands of people. 

What do you have to give to Christ? If you’re like me, not much. But I truly believe that if our identity is in 

Christ, and we give all we have to Jesus, like that boy with the five loaves and two fish, Jesus can use it in 

miraculous ways. So, who are you? My prayer is that your answer is this; I am His. 

From Pastor Jeremy... 
Jeremy LaBrie is our Youth & 
Family Pastor here at MUMC 

 When we 

are in Christ, 

He takes our 

identity and 

replaces it 

with His.  



32ND ANNUAL        
LIFE CHAIN 

Life Chain is a peaceful and 
prayerful public witness of pro
-life individuals praying for our 
nation and the issues of       
abortion. 
 

• Stand with thousands of Christians 
throughout the USA and Canada! You 
will be a light in a darkened world as 
you help increase awareness of pro-life 
options while praying for those whose 
lives have or will be impacted by      
abortion. 

 

• Water, lawn chairs, umbrellas and 
strollers are welcome and encouraged! 

 

• Bring your whole family and friends! 

 

• Signs proclaim “Adoption-The Loving 
Option,” “Jesus Forgives & Heals,” 
“Lord, Forgive Us and Our Nation,” 
“Abortion Kills Children” 

 

 

Day Schedule 
2pm-Meet at Carpenter Breland Funeral 
Home at 305 West C McCook 

2:30-3:30pm-Prayer Stand 

3:30pm-Return your signs at the parking 
lot. 

 

For more information,  

call 340-3650 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEER UPDATE 

It’s time for our annual update of the           
volunteer worship list. If you would like to sign 
up, please contact the church office or come 
by the church and pick up a volunteer card. 
Please, only 1 card per individual, as some 
families and couples perform multiple tasks. 
Please return the cards to the office by Oct.6  

WALKER TO GIVE AWAY 

If anyone is in need of a walker, we have one 
available here at the church. Call the office at 
308.345.2445 for more info. 

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

I am praying to you because I know you will 
answer, O God. Bend down and listen as I 
pray.     ~Psalm 17:6 

Ty Stevens, John Stetzel, Donna Olson, Luke 

Schwartz, Bobbie Wallace, Chad Caldwell, Samuel 

Lee, Cindee Wagner, Gwen Prell, Stan Goodwin, 

Jan Goodenberger, Ree Smock, Glora Clark, Rosa 

Conroy, Calvin Corbett, Gerald  Disney, Ed Overton 

Pray for our leaders, our schools and their students, 

and all the women and men  serving our country. 

 

Prayer requests can be added on the board in 

our Prayer Room. You can also call or email the 

church office. 

Wednesday September 4th, 2019 was our annual youth kickoff for our 

Wednesday night programs.  It was a night of fun, food, and fellowship.  

We had obstacle course and bouncy house inflatables for the kids to 

enjoy provided by Central Nebraska Inflatables out of 

Grand Island, NE.  There was also a dunk tank provided by 

RockIT Event Pros out of Kearney, NE.  The kids lined up 

to dunk Pastor Kelley.  Some other dunk victims included 

Robb Overton, Tom Bredvick, and Dirk Gray.  

Each Wednesday night program had their own booth set 

up with information about what they provided and 

games. The programs we offer for Wednesday night     

include; Nursery, FaithWeavers, BL4Y, Confirmation, WORD and Adult 

Studies.  We had around 100 people registered in total for Wednesday 

night activities at the booths.  Constance had a face painting booth as 

well that was a big hit!  Some games included cheese ball wars, botchy 

ball, ring toss, face the cookie and corn hole.  We served giant hotdogs, 

chips, cookies, ice cream and drinks. 

The night was a great success and there were several people involved 

in making it happen. The Youth and Education committee played a key 

role in putting the event all together. The Wednesday morning men’s 

group brought over picnic tables for seating. Dave Winder let us use his 

generator for the inflatables.  Angie Reiners made and printed the 

handouts for each booth.  Shelly Harpham set up tables and canopies 

needed for the night. Thank you to everyone involved in making the 

night a tremendous success.  I’m already looking forward to next year’s 

Kick Off! 

Paint The Crate 

Recently our youth group “The 3:6Teens” 

volunteered to paint a shipping container 

located on the west side of Helping 

Hands. The focus of this project was to 

show our appreciation for  Helping Hands 

because they do so much for the          

community.  So, on Sunday afternoon 

September 22, 2019 we gathered in the 

back of Helping Hands and painted their 

shipping container.  The event was called 

“Paint the Crate”.  Below are some       

pictures of the afternoon. It was a blessing 

to see all our youth show up to pay      

tribute to such a wonderful organization.  

John 3:16 says “For God so loved the 

world that he gave his only begotten Son, 

that who so ever believe in him should 

not perish but have everlasting life”.  The 

mission of “The 3:6Teens” is to spread 

this message to our community and even 

the world.  God bless.  

Youth Kick Off 


