






Hello and Blessings!

The JBC Church Profile is designed to give
potential candidates for leadership an
overview of the ministry position and the
mission, values, and key beliefs of Jackson
Baptist Church.

As you review this information, please prayerfully
consider how Jackson Baptist’s mission and values
align with your ministry passions and calling. We
trust the Holy Spirit will speak to you and guide
your ministry search.

If you, or someone you know, sense the Holy
Spirit’s leading to learn more about whether this
could be a good fit, we would like to connect and
explore this possibility together.

Team

We are confident that Jesus Christ, the Head
of the Church, has been putting His call on
our
search. Pray with us and for us as we listen to
and discern the Spirit’s direction.

Thank you, and may God bless and guide you
in your pursuit of His will for your life.

In Christ,

Jackson Baptist Church
www.JacksonBaptist.org

http://www.jacksonbaptist.org


Our History

On August 11, 1971, 34 people met in the basement of a home on Oregon Avenue in Jackson, NJ.  Their goal
was to establish a church built on the foundation of the Bible and to make disciples for Jesus Christ. The
little group had their first communion together the following month.

By October they were joined by Pastor Ken Kirby, a church planter with the Conservative Baptist
Association, who shared their vision.  Under his leadership, and with the Holy Spirit’s guidance, they
worked hard to visit people and share the gospel. People began to respond.  The church ministered to a
diverse and unusual congregation as several families (as well as a group of young men from a nearby
fraternity house) came to the Lord.

Spiritual foundation stones were laid through the decisions of this early group of believers.  A missions’
outreach was established and the church began to support its first missionary families in February 1972.

God was working in the little church.  The first baptism took place on May 21, 1972.  By September of that
year, the church incorporated.  A fellowship fund was established to help to “share one another’s burdens”.
Pastor Kirby recognized that leading people to Christ was a first spiritual step. However, it was important to
make each believer a “disciple” – one who continued to learn at the feet of Jesus.  The philosophy of
“People Becoming Christ Disciples” – an ongoing, lifelong learning experience, began to take root.

Today, JBC continues that legacy as we seek to win the lost, build up individuals within the church and
equip them to become disciples able to make disciples and carry on the mission of God in their
communities.

While the church was growing spiritually and adding new people, it became evident that the home on
Oregon Avenue was too small.  The church began meeting at the Johnson School on Larsen Road.  Then, in
1974, property was purchased on Bennetts Mills Road. Plans were adopted in May of the following year,
and the church family began their hands-on labor – building a church.

The original building was dedicated on May 2, 1976 – it was the second day on the job for new pastor Carl
Vereen.  Under Pastor Vereen, and later Rev. Jack Benzenhafer, Jackson Baptist Church continued to grow.
In 1995 with the arrival of our current senior pastor, Ken Underhill, growth continued.  10 years later Pastor
Don Sodano was called as an Associate Pastor and 5 months after Jared Nicastro, became JBC’s first
fulltime Youth Pastor.  After 10 years of ministry both Pastor Don and Pastor Jared moved on to other
ministries which necessitated the calling Pastor Jamie Wilson who currently serves as our Pastor of Youth
and Families.

The building that had once seemed so large to the original congregation has now become our new
education and nursery wing and “Friendship Hall.” In April 2006 we completed phase one of our building
campaign, known as Building for Eternity adding our new sanctuary and other space to minister to the
people that God is bringing in.  The structure is the fulfillment of several years of sacrificial giving on the
part of the current congregation.  Phase 2 of the project, consisting primarily of a new gymnasium, state of
the art church kitchen, and additional classroom space is now underway.



Church Governance | Leadership Structure

There are three basic forms of church government:

1. Episcopal – This is a “top-down” structure.  Decisions for the church come from structures
outside and above the local church.  Compared to the government systems of countries, this
would be comparable to having a king.  Pastors are selected and assigned by the leaders at the
top.  Property is owned by the denomination.  Roman Catholic, Methodist, Anglican and
Orthodox churches would be examples today.

2. Presbyterian – Leadership comes from elders within the congregation, as representatives of the
church.  Compared to civil government, this would correspond to the republican form of
government.  Presbyteries, synods, and general assemblies are over each church, but made up
of representatives from the churches.

3. Congregational – The membership of each congregation makes decisions together, often
through voting.  Each local church is an autonomous unit.  In comparison with civil government,
this would correspond to a true democracy, for example, with town meetings.  Property is
owned by the congregation.  Churches select their own pastors and elders.

Jackson Baptist Church has a congregational form of church government.  Major decisions are
made by the congregation.  The pastoral staff must be recommended for service by the Elders
and voted on by the congregation.  Elders and committee members are approved by the
congregation.  The budget, purchase or sale of property, and changes in the constitution or
by-laws require a congregational vote.  The church property is owned by the congregation.

A great deal of responsibility has been delegated to the Elders who are directly responsible for
the oversight of the church.  Elders may serve two three-year terms, and then must leave the
board for at least a year before they can return. Under this arrangement congregational
meetings need not be held as often.  At JBC, all elders, and pastors are equal in the
decision-making process.

Our fiscal year is January 1 to December 31, so the annual congregational meeting to approve
the general budget and officers is held in October. The missions’ budget is voted on at the first
Quarterly Business Meeting of the new year.



Mission Statement | Where are We Going?
LOVE GOD, LOVE OTHERS, MAKE DISCIPLES.

Our mission statement proclaims not only the purpose for our existence, it brings alive God's two
greatest COMMANDMENTS to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and might”
(Deuteronomy 6:5; Matthew 22:37) and “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  (Leviticus 19:18)  It also
highlights God’s great COMMISSION given to the church by Jesus Himself to “Go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19).

What do we care about?
● Bible-centered preaching and teaching.
● Christ-centered worship.
● Christian education for all ages.
● Fellowship and community for believers to love and minister to one another.
● Each person as a minister, serving as they have been uniquely gifted by God.

What do we believe?

In terms of the Christian church around the world –

In essential beliefs, we urge unity.

“There is one body and one Spirit- just as you were called to one hope when you were called-
one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and
in all.” Ephesians 4:4-6

In non-essential beliefs, we give liberty.

“All of us who are mature should take such a view of things.  And if on some point you think
differently, that too God will make clear to you. Only let us live up to what we have already
attained.” Philippians 3:15-16

In all our beliefs, we show love.

“If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a
faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.”
(1 Corinthians 13:2)



Articles of Faith

1. We believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments, to be the inspired
Word of God, without error in the original writings, the complete revelation of God’s
will for the salvation of human beings, and the divine and final authority for all
Christian faith and life. (2 Timothy 3:16-17;  2 Peter 1:19-21).

2. We believe in one God, Creator of all things, infinitely perfect and eternally existing
in three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit-  who are equal in every perfection, the
same in essence and attributes, and who exercise distinct but harmonious functions.
(1 Corinthians. 8:4; Deuteronomy 6:4;  Matthew 28:29; Romans 15:6;  John
1:1-2,14,18; Acts 5:3-4).

3. We believe that Jesus Christ is God the Son of God who is eternal, was conceived of
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, is true God and true man and is the only and
sufficient mediator between God and man. (Matthew 1:20; 1 John 5:20; John
1:1-2,14; 3:16; 1 Timothy 2:5).

4. We believe that the Holy Spirit is God the Spirit. He has been eternally active in
achieving the purposes of God.   His present ministry is to convict the unsaved world of
sin, righteousness and judgment, and to regenerate the unbelieving, baptize, seal,
teach, sanctify and comfort those who believe in Jesus Christ; and to grant to these
believers gifts to be used in their particular ministry to Christ’s body, the church. (Acts
5:3-4; Genesis 1:1-2; 1 Corinthians 1:23-24; John 16:8-11; Ephesians 1:13; 2:1-7; 4:30;
1 Corinthians 12:4-12; 1 John 2:20-27).

5. We believe that man and woman were created by God in His own image and that
they willfully chose to sin and thereby incurred both physical and spiritual death.  We
believe that all people by nature and by choice are sinners and, apart from Christ, shall
be separated from God. (Genesis 1:26; 3:1-7; Ezekiel 18:20; Romans 1:18-25; 3:23;
6:23).

6. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross for our sins as a
representative and substitutionary sacrifice, and that all who believe in Him as Lord
and Savior are justified on the grounds of His shed blood and His righteousness which
is imputed to us. (1 Corinthians 15:3,4; 1 Peter 2:24; Hebrews 9:22; Romans 4 & 5).

7. We believe that salvation is by grace through faith, not of works, and that all who
receive by faith Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior are born again of the Holy Spirit,
thereby becoming children of God.  We believe the true believer is eternally saved.
(Ephesians 2:8-9; John 3:3; 7:1-2; 10:27-29).

8. We believe that Jesus Christ rose from the dead in bodily form, ascended into
heaven and is sitting at the right hand of God the Father, where He acts as our High
Priest and Advocate.  We believe in His personal, visible, imminent return to set up His
kingdom upon the earth.  We believe that this “Blessed Hope” has a vital bearing on



the personal life and service of the believer. (Luke 24:1-50; Acts 1:8-11; Hebrews
1:1-4; 2:9-18; 4:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17; Revelation 19:1 - 20:14; 21:1-8).

9. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the dead; of the believer to everlasting
blessedness and joy with the Lord in heaven, of the unbeliever to judgment and
everlasting conscious punishment in hell. (Matthew 25:31-46; Luke 16:19-31; 1
Corinthians 15:20-24; 2 Corinthians 5:1-20; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1 John 3:1-2).

10. We believe that the local church is a self-governing, voluntary association of
baptized believers equal in rank and privilege, subject to the Word of God and must be
free from interference by any external ecclesiastical or political authority. (Acts 2, 6,
15).

11. We believe Jesus Christ left His Church only two ordinances; baptism and the
Lord’s Supper (or communion.)  God’s Word commands every believer to be baptized
by immersion in water.  Though baptism has no saving merit, it symbolizes the
believer’s faith in, and union with, the crucified, buried and risen Savior.  The Lord’s
Supper is a memorial observance using the bread and the cup as symbols of Jesus
Christ giving His body and blood for the payment of our sins.  It is to be partaken of by
saved individuals in commemoration of Christ’s suffering and death and in anticipation
of His coming again.  Its observance is to be preceded by faithful Spirit-led
self-examination. (Luke 22:19, 20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-20; Matthew 28:19-20).



Ministries

Children
We love children at Jackson Baptist Church. They
are not just the future of the church, they ARE
the church. They play a significant role in our
church today, and they are part of the Body of
Christ.

We have a deep desire to instill the love of Christ
through Scripture-centered teaching while having
fun! We believe in intergenerational worship
where all ages are connected within church
ministries—where we have children join the
parents on communion Sunday once a month
to value family worship. We also have an Awana
ministry for children during the week and
Vacation Bible School in the summer.

Youth
Fuse Ministries is our exciting
and fun Jackson Baptist Youth
Ministry. Fuse’s mission is for
6th-12th grade students to

gather together and regularly worship God, grow
in relationship with God and each other, and go
out and serve the local community!  The youth
group meets for weekly worship and Bible study
and lead worship several times a year.

Koine Groups
JBC has always placed a strong emphasis on
small group bible study, including groups for
young adults, women, men and couples. During
the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic, the social
distancing constraints generated Koine Groups,
which meet using Zoom.

The overall desire of small group bible studies is
to be an intentional, Christ- centered,
accountability group; focusing on strengthening
our relationship with God through Bible reading,
prayer and service within our community.

Adult Ministries
Jackson Baptist believes that it is important
for adults to be in community together. This
is why we offer numerous ministries to reach
adults with different interests and needs such
as the following:

● Divorce Care
● Grief Share
● Love Them To Life (parents of children

or adults with addictions)
● Stephens (Compassion) Ministry
● Widows Group





Ministries (continued)

Men
Men grow spiritually when they regularly come together,
building and challenging each other to be more like Jesus. At

Jackson Baptist we offer numerous Bible studies, small groups,
serving opportunities and Men of Iron, which pairs mentors and
protégées in a year of bible-centered mentoring.

Women
Ladies of all ages are invited to join an authentic Christ-centered
community of women at Jackson Baptist and experience life change
through studying the Word of God in groups and fulfillment in
outreach service projects. A women’s mentoring ministry, similar to
Men of Iron, is also available.

Worship
We gather as an intergenerational and intercultural community in
the name of Jesus to engage with God through gospel-centered
preaching and worship. Our Worship Team and the JBC Choir help
people fix their minds and hearts on God. Living in a culture
immersed in technology, our Audio-Video Team uses computers,
lighting, photography, video, etc. in creative ways as tools for the
kingdom message.

Prayer
We believe prayer is at the core of all service to God. Our prayer ministers gather to pray before the worship service
and are available for one-on-one prayer after the service.

Outreach & Missional Engagement
We have many opportunities to love and bless our community in
the name of Jesus, such as our food pantry, school outreach,
annual Vacation Bible School, Zoom tutoring during COVID,
supporting Child  Evangelism Fellowship of NJ’s public school
gospel outreach, etc. In these and other ways, people serve and
engage the needs of and the lost in our community. Jackson
Baptist also supports national and international ministries and
missionaries in multiple countries.



Pastor of Teaching and Preaching

Job Description

Job Title: Preaching/Teaching Pastor

Reports To: The Elders

Position Status: Full-Time

Whom are we seeking:

We are seeking a shepherd to assist the Elders in overseeing the life and direction of our beloved church body in proclaiming
the gospel of Jesus Christ; a pastor who is committed to Loving God, Loving Others, and Making Disciples. This Holy
Spirit-led person will be able to craft a vision, offer pastoral leadership to the congregation, and will engage in pastoral care
ministries that meet the needs of persons in the church and the community.

What we need done:
Our new pastor will have among his attributes: servant leadership, visionary leadership, shepherding, evangelism, faithfulness, emphasis on
prayer, excellent communication, and compassion.

The pastor will be the primary preacher and teacher for our church, speaking and effectively communicating the truth of scripture in all
circumstances.

The pastor will collaborate with the Worship Team leader and/or the Music Committee in preparing Christ-centric worship services. These
services should be well-prepared and in a form that is most suitable for our congregation. Most of all, they must be honoring to the Lord! Total
Worship and Praise!

Lead the congregation in effective programs to fulfill the Great Commission with vision, purpose, and priority. He will also provide
administrative leadership for the total church ministry.

Plan, lead and demonstrate effective ways to witness and win the lost to salvation through Jesus Christ.

The Pastor will maintain contact with all supported church missionaries and missions. He will encourage the congregation to be involved in the
lives and ministries of those missionaries and missions. The pastor will visit some of our supported missionaries and missions in person on
the field.

The Pastor will actively support the outreach activities in the surrounding neighborhoods. He will oversee the assimilation of new attendees to
ensure a continued loving environment in the congregation.

The Pastor will visit members and prospects and lead the membership in a visitation program.

Perform weddings and memorial services. Conduct premarital, vocational, family, bereavement, counseling sessions, etc., as needed. When
necessary he will recommend other professional help.

Along with the Elders, address all church discipline matters and the management of conflict issues within the congregation.

Build a sense of team-work among the church staff and conduct regular staff meetings to coordinate the ministries of the church and to
facilitate continued communication.

Serve as a representative of the church in civic matters.

One last thing:

As every pastor has come to realize, the position requires great flexibility in time schedule. As such, the pastor will be
available for evening activities as well as work on weekends. However as we at JBC desire a joyous servant as pastor; he will
be free to choose one week-day as a day off each week.





Application Process

If you believe God might be leading you to take the next step, we would like to hear from you. A
candidate will be considered when we receive all of the following:

Letter of

introduction

Resume

One-page statement of faith, to include the following:

1. After reviewing the profile, position description and church website, how do you
believe your specific calling, gifts and experiences might be a possible fit to help lead
Jackson Baptist Church to fulfill its Mission?

2. In what ways and contexts have you worked in the area of discipleship? What are three
things you have learned in this area of ministry to make you more effective?

3. We believe that God uses His Word to bring change to people. Please share an example
of how the Bible has impacted your story/life.

Please send all materials electronically in PDF format to:
jbcsearchcomm@gmail.com

Or mail to:

Jackson Baptist Church
Attn: Search Team
360 Bennetts Mills Road
Jackson, NJ 08729

We will confirm receipt of documents and contact candidates to determine next steps.

References and teaching/preaching DVDs (or links) will be requested from candidates who are selected
to move forward in the process.

mailto:jbcsearchcomm@gmail.com



