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Opening: As Christians our relationship to God is the most important relationship on earth. Many Christians do not understand how to connect with God on a personal level. Even though God is near, many Christians settle for a distant relationship. Understanding who God is, how He interacts with His people and how we can connect with Him is important for the believer. As Christians we are called to represent God to the world we live in. We cannot fulfill this most important task without a full connection to our God. 
1. The Old-Testament Revelation of God the Father: Deuteronomy 1:31  and in the wilderness. There you saw how the LORD your God carried you, as a father carries his son, all the way you went until you reached this place.” 
a. In the old testament God was always communicated to as the God of this patriarch or that person. He was Abrahams God but not specifically called Father in the earliest parts of scripture. The Fatherhood of God is a progressive revelation that has its fullness reached through Jesus Christ. 
b. God who smites: 1st Chronicles 14:15 When you hear a sound like marching feet in the tops of the poplar trees, go out and attack! That will be the signal that God is moving ahead of you to strike down the Philistine army." ** God is shown as a defender of His children. The Philistines are seen hear as working against God’s purpose and are therefore enemies of God. God fights against the Philistines to fulfill His purposes, not because He hates the philistines.
c. Isaiah 63:16 For you are our father, though Abraham does not know us and Israel does not acknowledge us; you, O LORD, are our father; our Redeemer from of old is your name.  ** Here the Prophet Isaiah recognizes that God is the Father of the Jews. God has always been looking for a family! First Adam, then the Jews, Now the church
d. God spoke of “Fathering” the Kings of Israel 2nd Samuel 7:13-1413 He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by human hands. ** The ultimate fulfillment of this prophetic scripture is found in Jesus Christ who is the King who rules forever on David’s throne. 

2. Who is God the Father? 
a. A righteous judge Romans 2:5 But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you are storing up terrible punishment for yourself. For a day of anger is coming, when God's righteous judgment will be revealed.
b. Full of Compassion: Jonah 4:10-11  And the LORD said, “You pity the plant, for which you did not labor, nor did you make it grow, which came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also much cattle?”
c. Full of Mercy 2nd Chronicles 33:12-13 Now when he (King Manassah) was in affliction, he implored the LORD his God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers and prayed to Him; and He received his entreaty, heard his supplication, and brought him back to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the LORD was God. ** King Manassah was considered one of the worst kings of Israel. He sinned greatly and caused the people of Israel to sin greatly. 
d. Corrects those He loves Proverbs 3:12 “The LORD corrects everyone he loves, just as parents correct a child they dearly love. “
e. Full of Love: John 3:16-17 16For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that everyone who believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him
f. Patient: 2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.”   Since God the Father is patient we have hope that our lost friends, family and the world can be saved. 
g. The Father is your source John 16:23-24 23“In that day you will not question Me about anything. Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything in My name, He will give it to you. 24“Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be made full.

3. A Fatherless Generation
a. Current Statistics: 												             63% of youth suicides are from fatherless homes (US Dept. Of Health/Census) – 5 times the average.		                           90% of all homeless and runaway children are from fatherless homes – 32 times the average.		                                                    85% of all children who show behavior disorders come from fatherless homes – 20 times the average.  (Center for Disease Control)	 											                             80% of rapists with anger problems come from fatherless homes –14 times the average.  (Justice & Behavior, Vol 14, p. 403-26)                                                                                                                                                                                                                             71% of all high school dropouts come from fatherless homes – 9 times the average.  (National Principals Association Report)
b. God’s image under attack:  Satan is working overtime to distort the creator and creation. The Father’s will and desire is to be known by all those who call upon His name. 
c. Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?"
d. We must reach out to heal the Orphan: John 14:18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.” An orphan spirit is a Fatherless spirit. Many Christians still have an orphan spirit not because God is a bad Father but because they view God through an earthly Father who was a bad example. 
e. LIFE LESSON: We all have a tendency to ascribe the attributes of our earthly Father’s to our Heavenly Father. ** There are promises of God that you have not fully walked in because you don’t believe or see God correctly.

4. Jesus revealed the Father Completely: 
a. John 17:25-26 "Father, you are the One who is good. The world does not know you, but I know you. And these people know that you sent me. I showed them what you are like. And again I will show them what you are like. Then they will have the same love that you have for me. And I will live in them."
b. Matthew 11:27 "My Father has entrusted everything to me. No one truly knows the Son except the Father, and no one truly knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him." ** To truly understand the Father you must see Jesus the perfect representation of the Father on earth. 
c. John 10:29-31 …29My Father who has given them to Me is greater than all. No one can snatch them out of My Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”31At this, the Jews again picked up stones to stone Him. ** the Jews of Jesus day persecuted Jesus because they did not have the revelation of the Father. They were blinded by there religion to the truth of who Jesus and the Father were. 
d. LIFE LESSON: As Christians we need to ask Jesus to reveal the Father to us daily so that we can know Him completely as He truly is. 
e. LIFE LESSON: A revelation is given by God to a searching heart. If we want to have the Father revealed to us than we must have a heart that is searching for Him.

5. The Father wants us to know 
a. we are no longer slaves to the fear of judgement anymore! 1 John 4:18 Romans 8:1 Hebrews 4:16 (God’s throne is one of obtaining mercy and not judgement)
b. The Father is not a distant tyrant King doling out rules and regulations to be kept without help or hope. Philippians 1:6, Philippians 2:13 
c. The Father does not delight in judgement. Isaiah 1:11 , Ezekiel 18:23 
d. The Father is looking for His Kingdom to settle in somewhere in the earth. How? Numbers 14:21
e. The Father is looking for a new Temple to dwell in (It’s You) 1st Corinthians 3:16 
f. The Father is searching for the lost son’s and daughters Luke 15:20 & 22-24 
g. The Father is wanting to adopt the whole world and not just the Jewish people 2nd Peter 3:9
h. The Father is not looking to judge the world but to save it through His Son. John 3:17-18
i. The Father is pleased when we ask and believe Him for things big and small. John 16:23-24
j. The Father is the giver of “GOOD” gifts to those who ask Him. Matthew 7:11, John 15:16     
k. The Father wants to do more for you than you are currently believing Him for. Ephesians 3:20-21
l. “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us that we should be called children of God!” 1 John 3:1
m. The Father wants you to know your value to Him, you are very precious to Him. Matthew 10:29-31 (Remember the Sparrow)
n. The Father wants His children to know that He has the power to heal you from all wounds without the painful memories and scars. 
o. The Father wants His Son’s and Daughter’s to know His corrections are not His rejections, but His directions meant to guide you into your destiny. Proverbs 3:11-12
p. The Father is looking for a generation of students who will reject the corruption of this present culture and who will labor with Him to establish a counter culture movement that will renew the foundations of our nation. 1st John 2:15-17 
q. The Father is wanting to change our vision from Fear filled, to Faith inspired so we may see things the way He sees them, to see people and situations from His perspective. To look at problems as possibilities for God to show His glory. To see the lost as those who could be found. To see the broken as moments for God to bring healing.  Hebrews 11:6, Luke 1:37, Jeremiah 32:17, Matthew 16:17 
Closing: The Son revealed the Father completely: You and I no longer have to question who is God the Father? what are His motives? Does He care about what is happening in my life? Does He love me? God is Love, His motives are for your good, Yes He does care about your circumstance and Yes He does love you.
