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Opening Bow and Arrow: The bow is the mother, the arrow is the child, and the target is God’s purpose for that child’s life. Mothers are God’s warrior raising the next generation to win the battles of life.  
“Behold, children are a gift of the LORD, the fruit of the womb is a reward. Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, so are the children of one’s youth.” (Psalm 127:3-4)
“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.” (Proverbs 22:6)
This mothers day, never forget that God established the maternal role in the home. Satan would love to discredit mothers and to discourage them to abandon that Holy office, but you are the glue empowered by God that holds families together. We are a blessed nation because of Godly and righteous mothers who love and serve their families faithfully! 
Key Life Lesson: Mothering the next generation is not limited to those who have biological children. God calls the entire church to spiritually mother those who lack a godly example. Moms — young and “retired” — are needed now more than ever to heal wounds and provide the love so many are missing.
1. The Honor of the Faithful Mother
a. God commands honor: “Children, obey your parents in the Lord… Honor your father and mother… so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” (Ephesians 6:1-3)
b. God Himself releases the blessing from children to mothers. He exalts motherhood because the character of one generation determines the next.
c. Life Lesson: Godly children are a lasting blessing from mothers to future generations.

2. The Value of the Faithful Mother
a. Being a mother is the most important and blessed task given to women in Scripture. Parenting is treated as a holy responsibility.
b. “She looks well to the ways of her household… Her children rise up and bless her; her husband also, and he praises her: ‘Many daughters have done nobly, but you excel them all.’” (Proverbs 31:27-29)
c. In some circles today, motherhood is viewed as inferior or merely something to endure. God says the opposite: Mothers are valuable now and forever.

3. Why Mothers Are Extraordinary:
a. More compassionate
b. Highly persevering
c. Excellent multi-taskers
d. Great teachers
e. Trained in leadership
f. Full of ingenuity and creativity
g. Simply put, motherhood brings out the full potential of a woman. If the only title you ever carry is “Mom,” it is a great and honorable title. Your children will rise and call you blessed, and God will be pleased.

4.  Encouragement for the Discouraged Mother
a. God gives grace to the humble and is near the brokenhearted. Your children belong to Him. Do not be prayerless in the struggle. Cry out to the Lord — He hears.
b. Practical Encouragement:
i. Do not give up on wayward children — keep pressing Heaven for their redemption.
ii. Keep speaking words of life over them; they still need your voice.
iii. Refuse the enemy’s condemnation. Every person is responsible for their own soul. Even great parents can have prodigal children.
iv. Ask God for patience, hope, favor, and wisdom to lead — even from a distance.
v. The Evangelist of His day Billy Sunday who lead a million people to Christ: “I do not believe there are devils enough in hell to pull a boy out of the arms of a godly mother.”

5. Encouragement for the Single Mother
a. Single mothers, you are heroes. You are walking miracles. You prove daily that God is real and that He co-labors with you. Pendleton First is proud of you and stands ready to support and encourage you.

6. Compassion for Those Missing Their Mothers
a. For those who have said goodbye to your mother:
i. Remember the good she poured into you.
ii. Thank God for her legacy living in your life.
iii. If she knew Christ, she is radiant, alive, and waiting for you.
iv. Make here proud, nothing is hidden and all will be seen.
b. Those faithful mothers in Christ are not dead — they are very much alive, anticipating our arrival, comfort your heart, that for 1000 years on this earth with bodies that are glorious you will get to  make new memories. 

7. The Devotion of a Faithful Mother
a. Being a great mother is one of the hardest tasks on earth. It calls forth the best in every woman. A faithful mother:
i. Rises early to prepare for her children.
ii. Studies to help them succeed.
iii. Keeps family connected.
iv. Juggles responsibilities, schedules, and heartaches while modeling a good attitude.
v. Seeks the Lord daily for strength and wisdom.
vi. Forgives quickly — her own mistakes, her children’s, and others’.

8. Hope from Imperfect but Godly Mothers
a. Sarah — Mother of Isaac (Genesis 18) She gives hope to those who started late. God’s promise came in His perfect timing. There are no lost moments with God. It is never too late.
b. Rebekah — Mother of Jacob and Esau (Genesis 27) She reminds us of the danger of favoritism and manipulation. Maternal influence is powerful — use it wisely and prayerfully. Jacob learned deception early, and God worked it out of Him. Moms know who their kids are meant to become! 
c. Bathsheba — Mother of Solomon (2 Samuel 11) Even from a broken beginning, God brought forth a wise and peaceable son. God can redeem any circumstance. You never know what greatness God has placed in your child. They may seem broken today, you may feel like a failure, don’t give up, God can heal you and bring a wonderful future no matter the beginning. 
Conclusion Being a mother is hard, rewarding, and eternally significant. You do not have to be perfect to make a powerful impact for God’s glory. Your greatest work is raising children who will serve and honor the Lord.
Never let anyone diminish your value. The world would fall apart without the faithful contributions of mothers. Mothers, you are honored, valued, and appreciated today and always. May the Lord strengthen you and give you joy in the calling He has placed on your life. Amen.
Altar: We want to call our Mothers forward to pray a blessing over them. 
