Father’s Day “Never Give Up”             P. Joshua Brunette                Ponca City Assembly 
Opening: Fathers you carry a great  responsibility to stand and lead your family in Christ. Many challenges have to be navigated in this life to lead effectively. Sometimes you will overcome easily, other times you will struggle and make mistakes. God is able to help you overcome every moment with His powerful grace. Let us learn how God helped David even though he struggled as a Father that we may find wisdom and grace to win as Fathers and Never Give up!
Key Scripture: 2nd Samuel 12:1-12 1Then the LORD sent Nathan to David. And he came to him and said “There were two men in one city, the one rich and the other poor. 2“The rich man had a great many flocks and herds. 3“But the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb. Which he bought and nourished; And it grew up together with him and his children. It would eat of his bread and drink of his cup and lie in his bosom and was like a daughter to him. 4“Now a traveler came to the rich man, And he was unwilling to take from his own flock or his own herd, To prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him; Rather he took the poor man’s ewe lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him.”5Then David’s anger burned greatly against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, surely the man who has done this deserves to die. 6“He must make restitution for the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing and had no compassion.” 7Nathan then said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD God of Israel, ‘It is I who anointed you king over Israel and it is I who delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8‘I also gave you your master’s house and your master’s wives into your care, and I gave you the house of Israel and Judah; and if that had been too little, I would have added to you many more things like these! 9‘Why have you despised the word of the LORD by doing evil in His sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the sons of Ammon. 10‘Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ 11“Thus says the LORD, ‘Behold, I will raise up evil against you from your own household; I will even take your wives before your eyes and give them to your companion, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight. 12‘Indeed you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, and under the sun.’” 13Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” And Nathan said to David, “The LORD also has taken away your sin; you shall not die. 14“However, because by this deed you have given occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also that is born to you shall surely die.” 15So Nathan went to his house.
1. David’s sin 
a. brought irrevocable consequences. Because David as King highly dishonored God and His word, God had to judge David and humiliate David publicly so that the people knew God was not in favor of David’s actions with Bathsheba or Uriah. 
b. This is the man who had a heart after God, and yet even David had to come to terms with the holiness and righteousness of God. Our actions have consequences, even in those consequences God is gracious and has a purpose.
2. An overview of Nathans prophecy and Davids’s pain. 
a. Nathan’s prophecy against David:  2nd Samuel 12:10 “The sword shall not depart from your household”
b. Nathan uses an analogy to describe a poor man (Uriah) with only one sheep (Bathsheba) he raised, while a rich man (David) had many sheep, and yet took the poor mans sheep, and killed the poor man.
c. King David, says that the man who sinned should repay 4-fold for what He did. For the sins David committed His wives were publicly mistreated, 3 of his sons died, and his daughter was physically mistreated very badly ruining her reputation. David indeed received 4-fold for the sins he committed.
d. Life Lesson: Sin will thrill you before it kills you, it will deceive you until the end. Sin take you farther than you wanted to go, keep you longer than you wanted to stay and cost you more than you wanted to pay.
3. How did this play out 
a. Amnon the son of David and Tamar, his sister knew each other in a way they should not. Absalom one of Davids Son’s became very angry at Amnon and also because of King David’s inaction. Amnon was King Davids first born and rightful heir to the throne. His sin was a very terrible evil against his stepsister. 
b. We reap what we sow David believed that whatever occurred in his household was God’s vengeance for His sin with Bathsheba and Uriah’s murder. In part He was right, but the Bible does not mention his pleading with God, David accepted the punishment and became distant from His children. 
4. Remember God’s love, his mercy is great 
a. We can misunderstand God’s justice and lose heart when he corrects us. I believe David lost site of the mercy of God through this season of great trial.
5. The sword of Absalom 
a. King David was directly attacked by one of His Son’s Absalom, and this “Holy family” was divided fiercely. 
b. This usurping of Davids throne was led behind the scenes by an elder named Ahithophel who was the grandfather of Bathsheba. No doubt Satan didn’t remind David of the family relation to his trusted advisor when He was being tempted. 
c. This rebellion caused King David to have to leave Jerusalem and go into exile with his generals. It is in this exile that many bible scholars believe King David wrote Psalm 23
6. Finding God in a wilderness we created 
a. What was going on with King David in the wilderness that we can learn from: In David’s sorrow, pain, and rejection the Lord visited Him. 
b. David understood that God was not giving up on Him even though He was suffering for his sins. In Psalm 23:6 David writes “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.”
c. Psalm 3 was written in the wilderness while he was hunted by Absalom “But you, LORD, are a shield around me, my glory, the One who lifts my head high. 4 I call out to the LORD,
    and he answers me from his holy mountain.” David hoped in God’s abundant mercy.
d. The sword turns on Absalom Absolom’s pride got the best of Him, while making war against his Father, Absalom’s hair got caught in an oak tree as his chariot was passing under it and He was suspended in the air. Joab David’s general took opportunity and killed Absalom while he hung suspended in the tree.
7. King David mourns the death of His 2nd son in great turmoil. Even though Absalom rebelled against his father, we see David truly loved his son and mourned his death. 
a. 2nd Samuel 18:33 And the king was deeply moved and went up to the chamber over the gate and wept. And as he went, he said, “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!” 
b. Notice how David mourns the tragedy upon his family, knowing the prophecy of Nathan was being fulfilled due to his own actions. The real miracle here is David didn’t  get bitter with God who was correcting David. 
8. Why did David and his family suffer so greatly? 
a. The higher you go, the costlier the price of our sins becomes. God forgives but greater influence brings greater conflicts and greater repercussions. 
b. Moses failed to honor God before the people when he hit the rock of Horeb instead of speaking to it (Exodus 17:6-7). 
c. Because Moses represented God and his word, God would not allow Moses to enter the promised land but only to see it. David was God’s choice and that authority came with consequences when He sinned
9. More pain in Davids family Adonijah King Davids now oldest son allies with one of Davids faithful men Joab to remove David and become King in Davids place. King David at this point had appointed Solomon to become King after His death, Adonijah did not approve of this and plotted to take the Kingdom by force. Solomon was made King in haste to protect the decision of King David. Adonijah failed in taking the throne over Solomon and Solomon spared His brother Adonijah’s life. 
a. Why is all of this in your Bible and what does it mean for you? In Solomon we see the grace of God overriding the sins of His Father David. God honored David by using Solomon the 2nd child born from His marriage to Bathsheba. God blessed Solomon, but 3 of his previous Son’s died and one was effectively exiled due to his rebellion. All of this occurred because of Davids’s sin with Bathsheba
10. What do we learn from this? Do not give up, the story is not over. God’s grace can turn corruption into blessing if we will repent, accept God’s hand at work in our lives and determine to walk in humility. Time and time again we see that David although capable of great mistakes does not get proud or puffed up before the Lord when God corrected Him. 
a. Life Lesson: This is the difference between King Saul and King David. Both at times failed miserably, but David followed his failures with humility while Saul covered his in hypocrisy.
b. God’s plans supersede our human limitations. Our sins indeed have consequences; but God is abundant in forgiveness. We cannot fully understand the sum total of our actions when we make them. God’s grace towards David as a Father did not stop just because David sinned, but David was now going to see the consequences of his actions unfold. 
c. Even after tragedy there can be restoration, after failure, success. After the battle peace can ensue. Fathers, the story of David is in your Bible to remind you to take the time to lead your children well. We do not want to go through what David did and we can learn from His mistakes. If it was written in scripture, it is for your benefit. Maybe David suffered so much so that we would benefit from it.
Conclusion: Put away the temptation of Bathsheba, and do not stay home in the time that Kings are meant to go to war. Businesses will fade away, money will not last, hobbies are fleeting, people’s perceptions and approval do not last, but your family will endure into eternity. Your wife and children need you to rise up and lead! Overcome in Jesus name! 
