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Opening: Hope is future looking; it is faith alive in a heart sustaining a person until what is promised becomes reality. Many battle constantly being discouraged. To experience God’s revival in our lives, the life of our church and in our community, we must keep our expectations of God’s promises alive within us. Today let us create another notch in our key of revival. 
Key Scripture: Luke 24: 13- 27 13And behold, on that very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, which was sixty stadia from Jerusalem. 14And they were talking with each other about all these things which had taken place. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus Himself approached and began traveling with them. 16But their eyes were kept from recognizing Him. 17And He said to them, “What are these words that you are exchanging with one another as you are walking?” And they came to a stop, looking sad. 18One of them, named Cleopas, answered, and said to Him, “Are You possibly the only one living near Jerusalem who does not know about the things that happened here in these days?” 19And He said to them, “What sort of things?” And they said to Him, “Those about Jesus the Nazarene, who proved to be a prophet mighty in deed and word in the sight of God and all the people, 20and how the chief priests and our rulers handed Him over to be sentenced to death and crucified Him. 21But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 22But also some women among us left us bewildered. When they were at the tomb early in the morning, 23and did not find His body, they came, saying that they had also seen a vision of angels who said that He was alive. 24And so some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just exactly as the women also had said; but Him they did not see.” 25And then He said to them, “You foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to come into His glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and with all the Prophets, He explained to them the things written about Himself in all the Scriptures.
1. Hope Deferred makes the Heart sick. 
a. We all have hidden desires from God within us that are currently unfulfilled. This has caused us  to lose hope.
b. Why? We suspect that delays are denials. When delays of hoped for things come, we suspect God’s character is misplaced, that He is something less than benevolent towards us. Did we miss it, or did God?
c. What does God say about the future He has planned for each of us? 
d. 2nd Corinthians 9:8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.
e. Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.
f. The disciples were discouraged after the death of Jesus at calvary. They did not understand the plan of God. We lose hope because we don’t understand God’s plans or His ways. Trust the process! 
g. When Pursuing Revival, we must keep God’s promise and dream alive in our heart. Consider what God has done in response to saints pursuing Him in hope of Revival. God will not leave you hanging he will provide in abundance.

2. Misplaced Hope: Have you put your hope where it belongs? 
a. Many place their hope in this world “ 1st John 2:17  The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.
b. Many place their hope for Joy in temporary pleasures attached to carnal desires “ the soul controlled by the need for pleasure will be poor Proverbs 21:17”
c. Many place their hope in accumulated wealth and riches “It is hard for a rich man to enter the Kingdom.”
d. Many place their hope in their own abilities, “I will make it happen myself.”
e. Many place their hope in other people “If only this person would notice me.”
f. God tells us to hope in Him John 14:1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 
i. In Christ we are called to realign our future hopes, recalibrate our vision for the future and set our expectations upon God who is the author and finisher of our journey.
g. Life Lesson: Our enemy is a master at getting us to place our hope for a better future into objects, circumstances, people that cannot help or bring that brighter future to pass. He does this so that when our misplaced desires fail to happen, He can tempt you to accuse God. 
h. What does the Bible say? Proverbs 19:21 Many plans are in a man's heart, but the purpose of the LORD will prevail.
i. Key Point: Some of us our discouraged here today because we are planning things in contrary to God’s will for our lives. Ask yourself, “Did I ask God what his thoughts were about this decision?” If the answer is no, then the odds are you may be doing something outside of the will and leading of the Holy Spirit. 

3. Revival is Powered by Hope, keep it alive in your heart! 
a. Hope that is alive within us will cause everything to change. 
b. Hebrews 11:1 “Now Faith is the substance of things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen.”
c. Our hope is under constant attack, it is a choice for us to believe.
d. Revival is God’s will, His word coming to fruition in our lives. To be revived is to restore hope within us. 
e. Our words shape our future: Some are afraid of word of faith in this church, but God is encouraging most of us here to change our words and to stop settling in the funk of unfulfilled dreams and desires. 
f. Psalm 106:24-25 They despised the pleasant land; they did not believe His promise. 25They grumbled in their tents and did not listen to the voice of the LORD. ** The children of Israel wanted the promise land without the process of God. God needed to prepare the people for the land so they could abide in it. 
g. We get discouraged by the process and cast aside our hope in God. 
h. God doesn’t lie, what He said is what He will do! 
i. Life Lesson: Refuse to curse your blessing, do not resist God’s goodness by grumbling in your wilderness of waiting. 

4. Hope in God’s grace, it is working in your life free of charge! 
a. [bookmark: 3][bookmark: 4][bookmark: 5][bookmark: 6][bookmark: 7][bookmark: 8][bookmark: 9][bookmark: 10][bookmark: 11][bookmark: 12][bookmark: 13][bookmark: 14][bookmark: 15][bookmark: 16][bookmark: 17]Matthew 20:1-16 1“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard 3About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4‘You also go into my vineyard,’ he said, ‘and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5So they went. He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same thing.6About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around. ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ he asked 7‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. So, he told them, ‘You also go into my vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, starting with the last ones hired and moving on to the first.’9The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a denarius. 10So when the original workers came, they assumed they would receive more. But each of them also received a denarius.11On receiving their pay, they began to grumble against the landowner. 12‘These men who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden and the scorching heat of the day.’13But he answered one of them, ‘Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Did you not agree with me on one denarius? 14Take your pay and go. I want to give this last man the same as I gave you. 15Do I not have the right to do as I please with what is mine? Or are you envious because I am generous?’16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
b. We are all the workers who worked for only 1 hour and received the blessing of the Lord. Jesus preached this parable to  contrast the Jews who were trying to earn their salvation through their “labor” vs the believer in Christ who has received salvation by His grace. All are needing the grace of God, and the good news is He is generous with his grace and mercy.
c. The Parable of the vineyard workers is in our bible to remind us that we are saved by God’s grace at work in our lives. We have not earned this. God delights to give us His good gifts. Hope in His grace it’s for you today! 
d. Revival is God’s grace flooding our daily lives, it is His power working marvelously in our hearts and in our world. 
e. Life Lesson: God’s free measure of grace is given so that we will not place our hope within ourselves but in the finished work of Jesus. We are constantly failing but His victory won for us on the cross stands firm forever! Put your hope for a brighter future in Jesus’ victory for you. Jesus wasn’t dying for His own victory but for yours. 

5. Let His Hope kindle your heart again! 
a. Luke 24: 28-35 28As they approached the village where they were headed, He seemed to be going farther. 29But they pleaded with Him, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over. “So, He went in to stay with them. 30While He was reclining at the table with them, He took bread, spoke a blessing, and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized Jesus—and He disappeared from their sight.
32They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us as He spoke with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 33And they got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, gathered together7 34and saying, “The Lord has indeed risen and has appeared to Simon!”
35Then the two told what had happened on the road, and how they had recognized Jesus in the breaking of the bread.
b. The burning in the hearts of the disciples was the renewed hope that was burning within them. Jesus was restoring the hope of the disciples in His promises. 
c. How did He do it? Luke 24:27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the Prophets, He explained to them the things written about Himself in all the Scriptures. ** If you want renewed hope and confidence, go to the source of God’s promises found in the word and read them until they become a part of your soul. The Holy Spirit will ignite the promises and make them come alive within you. This will restore your soul and build your faith! 
d. We will be discouraged when we believe in a future that is not aligned with the scriptures. Hope in God’s word. 
Conclusion: Come to the altar and restore your hope before the throne of God. God responds to our hope in this life. Don’t stay on the road of indecision, set your direction of belief and receive the results of faith in God. 
