Unity and hope: A nation dependent on God        P. Joshua Brunette   Ponca City Assembly        July 5th, 2026
Opening: Freedom isn’t free and neither is it sustained by corruption. Without God America cannot remain free. As the Church we are called to lead the way back to dependency on God. On this special Weekend let us remind ourselves of the great opportunity and responsibility we have as free men and women to worship God.
1. Our founding was for God.
a. John Adams one of our founding Fathers wrote, “We have no Government armed with Power capable of contending with human Passions unbridled by morality and Religion". 
b. He also wrote "Our Constitution was made only for moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.” Our constitution was a gift of God to a religiously oppressed people who desired to be truly free in the Biblical sense. They had experienced corruption in all its forms and hoped to create a moral foundation in this new country to succeed. 
c. Our Declaration of Independence declares: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.” 
d. Our country of America was founded on the belief that a people governed by God could govern themselves with a limited government intervening in their everyday life. We were given the greatest gift in this country, one of self-determination. With the opportunity of self determination comes a great responsibility and a warning not to use our freedom for carnal purposes. 
e. Galatians 5:13  For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.
2.  Our unity is because of God.
a. What unity has our creator called us to? The United States of America only exists and is successful because we unify over certain realities that are based in truth. Conservative ideals derived from moral truth. The most important of these realities is the belief and existence of a God, who is just and the judge of all humanity. 
b. Our national motto is still “In God We Trust” Without God our national movement is nothing more than an experiment in self-centered humanism where we are each our own god determining the ideals that best suit us even if they are not moral or ethical.
c. Key Point: We are called to unify over truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.
i. Today with the advent of everyone being able to have a platform misinformation and outright lies can be spread to destroy truth and replace it with some kind of mass hysteria. 
ii. Charlie Kirk worked to unify people around the belief that we are better when we can dialogue over the issues of our day. Charlie Kirk was a champion of truth who really was an Evangelist for truth in our generation. His desire was to discover truth and to unify people around that truth. 
d. Jesus Christ has called us to love and uphold the truth in all generations for He Himself is the Truth. John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father except through Me.
e. John 8:31-32 31So He said to the Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, you are truly My disciples. 32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” What makes us a free people is that we are not bound by the lies of this broken world. Therefore, the unity God has called us to uphold is one that is based on Truth. Charlie Kirk was God’s ambassador to a generation that had been lied to and lead astray. Ultimately, he finished his work that God called him to complete. 
3. Where does our strength come from? 
a. If we are here as a Church to simply champion the ideals of conservativism, we will fall short to represent the truth of Jesus. We must remember Jesus correctly and continue to be motivated to carry on the mission Christ championed. 
b. We must remember why America exists in the first place. We received our national mandate from Jesus Christ. We were created to be a people believing in Jesus, to be gospel preaching, blood washed, born again, sanctified and Holy Spirit filled believers in God’s Son Jesus Christ. 
c. If we forsake our spiritual identity, we will fall as a nation. Nothing can replace a broken relationship with God. It is from God our blessings come from and without Him we have no strength.
d. The Truth is rooted in the text of the Bible and that is part of the reason we suffer as a nation today. The darkness hates the light because it is powerless to stop its advancement. All the light needs to repel darkness is for someone to be bold enough to unleash it on their world. 
i. Using the late Charlie Kirk as an example remember what a young man was able to do in a mere 31 years of life. One man who was a believer in Jesus had such a massive cultural impact that it could only be truly understood as something God was behind. Many of you like me prayed for revival in our country. 
ii. Many of you lament over the brokenness we see in our youth today. Many of you lamented at the epidemic of drugs, violence, and blatant perversion in our streets. Charlie lamented and then worked to change it! The only way to fix what is broken is for bold witnesses to begin to contend for the truth in the centers of thought and power in our country again. 
e. We must find our strength and courage again in Jesus Christ, in part because we know this work of ours has an eternal value and not a temporary one. Our goal is never to get a person elected as if govt. was ever the solution. 
i. Our aim is to RESTORE A NATION BACK TO ITS ORGINAL MORAL COMPASS FOUND IN JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD AND SAVIOR. When we work under the banner of this great and high calling, we will find the God of Heaven will empower us with a supernatural favor that will open every door required to bring spiritual awakening to a people who have forgotten the God who has blessed them. 
4. Hope remains. 
a. At Plymouth Massachusetts over 400 years ago, one of the earliest Christian colonies began. The governor of that colony was a man by the name of William Bradford. William Bradfords writing reveals that that people of Plymouth were dedicated whole heartedly to God and desired to live for His ideals more perfectly if possible. He is quoted as saying the following which applies to us today.
i. "Thus out of small beginnings greater things have been produced by His hand that made all things of nothing and gives being to all things that are; and as one small candle may light a thousand, so the light here kindled hath shone unto many, yea in some sort to our whole nation; let the glorious name of Jehovah have all praise." 
ii. A small beginning of committed people can have a national impact if they believe it! 
iii.  John 12:23-24 we hear Jesus give us a Kingdom principle 23But Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Truly, truly, I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a seed; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
iv. Wherever there are willing Christians who will lay down there life for God in service to His name, we will see revival and a restoration back to the truth of God.
b. We do not hope for only dialogue, but we hope for action rooted in love for our common man. As a Church we must use every moment to have a witness to speak to foundational issues and how the truth of Gods word relates to the issues plaguing our country. 
i. We do not desire to simply be right, we desire courage to make things right, to make things better, to heal our broken land. 
ii. The goal of our ministry is to create Dialogue that leads to action, which leads to change, which leads to transformation and is what we need desperately in this hour. I call upon each person here to take up that courage and to stand for God’s truth in this world.
5. We have work to do.
a. How did America get into this place? Many may have an opinion but that doesn’t make any of those opinions right, and likewise just because we disagree with someone else doesn’t make us right and them wrong. 
i. Truth is truth and it stands on its own two feet. When the world is done away with and all the stars burn out, the truth will not fade away. In a nation that now has proclaimed moral relativism, that each of us has a truth that can override the truth, it is easy to see why so much intolerance exists today. You cannot have multiple truths, or you will have a contradiction. God is truth, and Satan is a liar and the Father of lies.
b. On this Independence Day weekend let us return to the God of truth and recommit to knowing and living it for ourselves and then teaching it to others. 
i. Our enemy is hoping we don’t wake up and get this right. Our nation hangs on by  a thread, we can choose to do nothing, but our choices will have a consequence. Let us rededicate ourselves to God and to His mission.
Conclusion: Rededicate Ponca City Assembly back to its core mission of proclaiming Jesus Christ to our city and making disciples who believe Jesus wholeheartedly. 
