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LIVING IN THE AGE OF INTERRUPTION
Recently I upgraded to the I Phone 8. It has some amazing features
and apps to help make my life easier and more efficient – right? That’s
what I try to convince myself of, but lately I have been finding myself
falling into the same technological trap many in our society have found
themselves in. An overcommitted relationship to my phone bordering
on addiction.
My new phone actually gives me a weekly update of average time
spent on it and in what apps. My average screen time last week was
4.5 hours per day. That was a wake up call! And 4.5 hours was just
the average, which means some of the days it was more. Now I do have
a lot of apps on my phone to help me with my spiritual life – such as
my Scripture memory app, some Bible apps, and the prayer app. And I
also do a lot of pastoral communications with my phone. But I can’t
deny that I had a lot of time in social networking and news apps as
well. My big, convicting question is – Am I spending more time with
God than Facebook and Instagram?
Linda Stone, a former Microsoft executive, pointedly labeled this
condition as “continuous partial attention”. Meaning you are multitasking your way through the day, continuously devoting only partial attention to each activity or person you encounter. It is the malady of modernity. We have gone from the Iron Age to the Industrial Age to the
Information Age to the Age of Interruption. We talk to each other
while checking emails on our phones. We surf the web or look at Facebook while watching a TV show. It’s continuous partial attention!
James challenges us in James 4:7 “Come close to God and He will
come close to you.” But how can we really, truly come close to Him if
we are continuously distracted, interrupted, and connected to our
phones. For those of you who have a smart phone and don’t think it’s
really an issue, try leaving your phone at home all day tomorrow. See
if your anxiety levels rise and you start having subtle withdrawals. Notice what kind of excuses run through you mind as to why you wouldn’t be able to do such an absurd thing.
My point is this – God wants our full attention at least part of the
day. What do you need to do to make that happen? As our society is
continuously online what will you do to pull away and unplug?

~Pastor Stacey
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Counselor’s
Corner
Giving Thanks Always?
For many years I would get irritated at those people who would
say, “Praise Jesus!” for every little
thing. It seemed foolish to praise
God for such trivial things.

Sunday, Nov. 4, is the International Day of
Prayer for the Persecuted Church (IDOP).
Join thousands of churches across the United States
and around the world in prayer for our persecuted
brothers and sisters. Here are a few examples:

Pakistan
Christians in Pakistan are routinely threatened and persecuted.
They are often relegated to the lowest paying jobs and even to a
form of slavery working for Muslim brick-kiln owners. However,
they continue to serve and faithfully witness for Christ.

Nigeria

The 2018 United States Commission on International Religious
Freedom report found that “there were increased reports of concerns of an ethnic cleansing campaign against Christian communities, with various media sources and organisations characterising
the perpetrators as coming from a single Fulani militant group.”
The violence perpetrated by the Fulani in central Nigeria are a
growing security concern in Africa’s most populous nation, which
is also dealing with the challenges posed by the Islamic extremist
group Boko Haram in the northeast of the country.
Prayer points:
• Pray for God’s comfort over those grieving the loss of loved
ones in attacks;
• Pray that the authorities would bring those responsible for violence to justice;
• Pray for God’s protection over all Christians

Coming
November
28th

However, in the years to follow,
and even recently, I had to remind
myself that EVERYTHING comes
from God. So, even when someone
gives me something, it originated
from God’s creation! That gave me
such a new perspective on everything that came my way or was remotely good in my life. No one and
nothing could have brought about a
good thing without God’s hand in it
initially.
When we truly say, “All I have is
yours, God” then we can be thankful on a much deeper level. When
we acknowledge that everything
comes from the hand of God we can
truly say, “Thank God!”

~Pastor Elaine~

Hallwood
Humor:
Why didn’t Pilgrims
take turkeys to
church?
Because they often
used fowl language.
- adapted from
jokes4us.com

We Are A World-Wide Church
Of All Races, Tribes, and Tongues!
Last Month we had Brother Yual come and share his life
journey as being one of the Lost Boys of Sudan. Also, Jews
for Jesus shared about traditions of Judaism and Jesus.
Read more in our missionary books available now!

Flashbacks:

Prayer Focus:
This month please
pray for those who
are alone for the
holidays.
“...Whatever you
have done to the
least of these you
have done unto
Me.”
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Coming Events
Sunday Services:
9:30 Christian Education for all age groups (nursery provided)
10:30 Worship Service (Children’s Church & nursery provided)
6-8pm Grief Share
Wednesday Evenings:
7:00 Prayer Meeting in Sanctuary overflow room
Friday mornings:
6:30 Men’s Bible Study in the Church Gym

November
4th - International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church
11th - Youth Night at the Shields House
16th - First Responders Appreciation Dinner
25th - World Evangelism Fund Offering
28th - Christmas Hanging of the Greens Party

Contact Us
Give us a call for more
information about our
services and ministries
Hallwood Community
2825 Highway 20
Marysville, CA 95901
(530) 743-7961
HallwoodSecretary
@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook or
Visit us on the web at
www.hallwoodchurch.org
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